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CHAPTER  XXVn. 


OONYENTION. 


I  AM  now  to  approach  a  period  in  the  political  hi8l0f|r 
tf  tUb  state  when  an  erent  occurred^  in  a  measure  unpre* 
eedented  in  any  other  part  of  the  world^  but  which^  highly 
to  the  honor  of  this  country ^  and  fortunately  for  its  inhabit 
tants,  is  not  unusual  in  the  United  States.  The  event  to 
wfakh  I  allude^  is  a  change,  by  the  will  of  a  majority  of 
tibe  people,  peaceably  and  constitutionally  expressed,  of 
some  of  the  important  and  fundamental  principles  of  the 
gOTemment-^  say  important  and  fundamental  principles^ 
because  the  sovereign  power  of  creating  the  executive  and 
one  branch  of  the  legislative  department  of  the  govern- 
ment  was,  '  partially,  transferred  from  one  class  of  mea 
to  another,  and  because  the  power  of  disposing  of  nearly 
the  whole  patronage  of  the  state  was  actually  changed; 
and,  I  may  add,  that  one  branch  of  the  law  making  pow€f 
was  abolished,  and  the  functions  held  and  ezetoised  hf 
tfiat  department,  transferred  to  an  individual.  In  ptal 
i^esy  in  every  other  country,  such  a  change  could  only 
have  been  effected  by  physical  force;  here  it  was  brought 

about  by  moral  power. 

I 


t  POLITICAL    HI8T0BT  [1831. 

• 

The  bill  to  amend  and  revise  the  constitution  of  the 
state  of  New- York,  became  a  law  on  the  13th  of  March. 
B)  this  law,  which  had  been  sanctioned  by  an  immense 
majority  of  the  people,  delegates  to  propose  alterations 
and  amendments  to  the  constitution,  were  to  be  elected  on 
the  third  Tuesday  of  June,  1821.  The  people  of  the 
state,  in  pursuance  of  this  recommendation,  which  by 
their  vote  thej  had  virtually  sanctioned  at  the  annual 
election  in  April,  elected  delegates  from  the  several  coun- 
ties of  the  state. 

In  most  of  the  counties  the  selection  of  the  delegates 
was  made  a  party  question,  and  a  very  large  majority  of 
those  who  were  chosen  belonged  to  the  democratic  party. 
The  county  of  Oneida,  however,  furnished  an  exception 
to  this  rule  of  action.  From  that  county  Nathan  Wil- 
hions,  Jonas  Piatt,  Henry  Huntington  and  Esekiel  Bacon, 
were  elected.  Mr.  Williams  was  a  democrat.  Judge 
Piatt  had  been  a  uniform  federalist  ever  since  the  electiott 
of  John  Jay  as  governor,  and  Mr.  Huntington  and  Mr. 
Bacon  were  republican  Clintonians. 

The  members  of  this  grand  convention  assembled  at 
Albany,  on  the  28th  of  August.  When  convened,  they 
presented  an  array  of  talent,  political  experience,  and  mo- 
ral worth,  perhaps  never  surpassed  by  any  assemblage  of 
men  elected  from  a  single  state. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  among  the  most  distin- 
guished of  those  who  were  elected  by  the  democratic 
party: — ^From  New- York,  Nathan  Sanford,  Jacob  Radcliff^ 
William  Paulding,  Henry  Wheaton,  Ogden  Edwards  and 
Peter  Sbarpe;  from  Oneida,  Nathan  Williams;  from  Or* 
ange,  John  Duer;  from  Cortland,  Samuel  Nelson,  who 
was  then  a  young  man,  and,  for  the  first  time,  made  his 
appearance  in  public  life,  but  who  is  now  chief  justice  of 
the  state;  from  Otsego,  Martin  Van  Buren,  who,  though 
not  a  resident  of  the  county,  was  elected  by  the  people 
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of  thaf  cbantj,  nniet  an  impression  (bat  tbe  public  gooid 
leqnired  "that  he  should  participate  in  the  proceedings  of 
the  coBveation;  from  the  county  of  Richmond,  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins,  vice-president^  of  the  United  States;  from 
Saratoga,  Samuel  Young;  from  Schbharie,  Jacob  Suth- 
erland, inrho  also,  then  for  the  first  time,  made  his  appear^ 
ance  in  public  life,  bu^  who  was  afterwards  a  judge  of  the 
supreme  court;  from  Delaware  county,  ErSstus  Root;  and 
from  Queens  county,  Rufus  King,  of  whom,  as  a  man 
eminent  for  his  talents  and  standing,  I  need  not  speak, 
except  to  state,  that^  although  from  the  organization  of 
the  government  down  to  1820,  when  Clinton  was  re- 
elected governor,  he  was  a  consistent  and  uniform  federal- 
ist, but,  at  that  election,  his  sons,  and  it  is  presumed,  that 
he  also,  preferred  the  election  of  Tompkins  to  that  of 
Clinton;  and  from  that  circumstance,  connected  with  his 
election  as  United  States  senator  in  the  fall  session  of 
1890,  by  the  New-'York  legislature,  he  was  claimed  as 
a  democrat,  and  elected  as  such,  a  delegate  to  the  statt 
convention,  by  the  democrats  of  the  county  of  Queens. 

Among  Uie  dbtinguished  men  who  were  chosen  mem- 
bers of  this  body,  belonging  to  the  other  patty,  may  be 
numbered  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  James  Kent,  Ambrose 
Spencer  and  Abraham  Van  Vechten,  from  Albany  county; 
William  W.  Van  Ness,  Elisha  Williams  and  J.  Rutsen 
Van  Rensselaer,  from  the  county  of  Columbia;  Peter  A. 
Jay,  of  Westdiester  county,  who,  even  if  he  had  not  been 
the  son  of  the  great  and  goo<l  John  Jay,  would  notwithstand- 
ing have  been  regarded  as  one  of  the  first  order  of  men;  and 
Judge  Piatt  and  Ezekiel  Bacon,  of  the  county  of  Oneida. 

Gen.  James  Tallmadge,  heretofore  a  very  zealous  Clin- 
tonian,  ha<l  been  elected  from  the  county  of  Dutchess,  on 
the  same  ticket  with  Peter  R.  Livingston.  These  gentle- 
men, for  a  long  time  previously,  bad  been  strenuously 
opposed  to  each  other.     Their  election  must  have  been 
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produced  by  w  miea  of  political  parties  in  Datcheas,  for 
the  purpoea  of  the  election  of  delegates  to  the  coovcik- 
tion.  Sach  an  anion  ^  if  formed  solely  with  Ihe  view  of 
aelectii^  the  moat  competent  men  to  re-model  and  revise 
the  constitntioni  was  Oi^rtainly  laudable,  and  this  may  faato 
induced  the  people  of  Dutchess  county  to  elect  Mr.  Lir* 
ingston  and  Kr.  Tallmadge;  at  tbosame  time  the  Teraci^ 
of  history  requires  nye  to  state,  that  in  no  part  of  New* 
York  were  poliUcail  baigacns  more  common  than  among 
some  of  the  politicians  of  Dutchess  county,  and  that  Bffr 
Liringston  and  Mr.  Tallmadge  were  prominent  party 
leaders  in  that  county. 

When  the  delegates  assembled  they  were  called  to  order 
by  Oen.  Root,  who,  in  a  brief  but  very  appropriate  speech, 
pointed  out  the  objects  of  the  assemblage.  It  would  seett 
that  one  hundred  and  ten  delegates  were  present;  for 
Daniel  D.  Tompkins  received  ninety-four  votes  for  the 
oifice  of  president,  and  there  were  sixteen  scattering  votes. 

John  F.  Bacon  and  Samuel  L.  Gardner  were  appointed 
clerks  of  the  convention,  and  Wm«  L.  Stone,  Nathanid 
H.  Carter,  M.  T.  C.  Gould,  Levi  H.  Clarke  and  Moses  I 
Cantine,  were  admitted  within  the  bar  as  stenographers. 

Mr.  Carter  ami  Col.  Stone  published  an  account  of  tbo 
proceedings  of  the  convention,  and  the  history  hereafter 
given  of  what  occurred  in  that  body  is  mainly  collected 
from  the  work  published  by  them.* 

On  the  morning  o€  the  SQth  of  August  the  convention 
again  assembled,  when  Mr.  Rufus  King,  after  some  pre- 
liminary remarks,  made  a  mouon  for  the  appointmmt  of  a 
committee  to  conaist  of  thirteen  members,  whose  duty  ii 


*  SIms  HUs  eiwpter  wm  vrktM  I  haw  •vcertalscdi  from  iiDqiitftiomblr •» 
Uiority,  that  the  labor  of  reporting  and  prepiring  for  the  prest  tho  ptoceodiofi  of 
the  coBTf«tloii|  was  performed  almost  solelf  by  Col.  Stone.  The  BecttrB<*«  -••^ 
which  the  specehes  of  members  is  giveo  has  neveri  I  beUerei  hem  qoeetie 

The  ability  shd  impartiality  e? Inoed  by  Ihe  reporter  entitle  him  to  the 
•af  KMiciide  «r  Ihe  Mhtte. 


aecuracy  witk 
qoeetienci. 


1831.1  OF    »EW-tQKK,  b- 

abould  be  to  consider  and  report  the  nwiner  in  wbadii  il 
would  be  convenient  to  take  up  the  bufiness  pf  Ibe  eon* 
Tention.  The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  King  of  the 
eonntj  of  Queens,  Mr.  Sanlbrd  of  the  county  oC  New*' 
York,  Mr.  Tallmac^e  of  tbe  county  of  Dutchess,  Mr.  Rasl 
of  tbe  county  of  Delaware,  Mr.  Kent  of  the  county  of  Al<* 
bony,  Mr.  Pitcher  of  tbe  counties  of  Wasbinglon  and 
Warren,  Mr.  Sheldon  of  tbe  county  of  Montgomery,  Mr. 
K.  Williams  of  tbe  county  of  Oneida,  Mr.  Yates  of  the 
county  of  Schenectady,  Mr«  Birdneye  i«f  the  comity  oC  On* 
ondaga,  Mr.  Nelson  of  tbe  counl^:  of  Cortland,  Mr.  Swift 
of  tbe  county  of  Ontario,  and  Mr.  Rasaellof  the  county  of 
Niagara,  were  appointed  memjbers  of  tbe  comnittee. 

This  committee,  on  tbe  same  day,  reported; — 

lst«  lliat  so  .much  of  the  conslitutioo  as  related  to  tbe 
legislattTe  departmoit,  be  rtferredi  to  s^  committee  to  take 
into  consideration  the  expediency  of  making  any,  and  if 
any,  what  alterations  therein,  and  to  report  such  amend* 
ments  as  they  may  deem  expedient;  and  on  this  committee 
Messrs.  King,  Kent,  Paukiing,  Sage^  Rose,  Ten  Byck  and 
Lawrence,  were  appointed. 

2nd.  The  same  resolution  with  respect  to  the  ezecutire 
department;  and  Messrs.  Sheldon,  Wendorer,  Huntington, 
YatesyStagg,  Pitcher  and  Hogeboom  were  appointed  on 
this  coaunittee. 

3d«  The  same  with  respect  to  tbe  judiciary  department; 
and  the  committee  appointed  consisted  of  Messrs.  Munro, 
N.  Williams,  J.  Sutherland,  Sylrester,  Wheaton,  Duer  and 
Wheeler. 

4th.  The  same  in  relation  to  the  council  of  reyision; 
imd  Messrs.  Tallmadge,  Platt^  Ward,  Nelson,  Brooks, 
Russell  and  Van  Home,  were  appointed  members  of  this 
committee. 

5th.  The  same  with  respect  to  the  power  of  appoint* 
ment  to  office;    and  this  committee  was  composed  of 
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MeMTS.  Van  Bttrenr,  Btrdseye,  Collins,  Buel^'Child,  Ed* 
wards  and  Rhineland^r. 

6th.  The  same  in  regard  to  the  right  of  snffragei  and 
the  qualification  of  persons  to  be  elected;  and  this  con- 
Buttee  consi^d  of  Messrs*  Sanfobd,  S.  Van  Rensselaeri 
Peter  R.  Livingston,  Fairlie,  Tonng,  Cramer  and  Ross. 

7th.  A  like  resolution  was  passed  in  regard  to  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  citizens  of  this  state;  and  Messrs. 
Sharpe,  Spencer,  Hunter,  I.  Smith,  Lefferts^  M'Call  and 
Richards  were  named  as  members  of  this  committee. 

8th.  The  same  with  respect  to  ail  parts  of  the  constitu* 
tion  not  included  in  the  foregdng  resolattons;  and  this 
committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Radcliff,  Bacon,  R.  Clarke, 
Pike,  Schenck  and  Briggs. 

This  last  resolution  would  seem  to  have  covered  the 
whole  ground  not  previously  parcelled  out,  but  the  com- 
mittee of  thirteen  reported  two  other  resolutions,  which 
were— 

9th.  With  respect  to  the  commencement  of  the  legisla* 
tive  year,  and  the  tenn  for  which  every  elective  officer 
may  be  elected.  Messrs.  Root,  Lansing,  J.  R.  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Price,  Beckwith,  Rosebrugh  and  Burroughs  were 
appointed  oh  this  committee. 

10th.  In  relation  to  the  mode  of  making  future  amend-^ 
ments  to  the  constitution.     The  persons  appointed  to  con 
sider  and  report  upon  this  matter  were  Messrs.  Swift, Van 
Vechten,  Barlow,  Steele,  Tuttle,  EL  Williams  and  Ver^ 
bryck.* 


*  A  Tcry  slight  fiance  at  tbeie  conmltteet  ezbibiti  the  temper  and  reeling  of  the 
majority  of  the  con?ention,  towards  their  -poUtieat  opponents.  The  chairmen  of 
these  ten  commUtMa  were  aU  members,  and  most  of  Uiem  lealona  membertf  of 
tlie  dominant  party  in  the  statCi  onless  the  appointment  of  Oeneral  Tallmadgey 
as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  tbe  council  of  iCTision,  may  be  considered  as 
an  eiception.  But  it  was  then  well  understood  that  be  was  about  changlngy  if  he 
bad  not  already  changed,  bis  political  position.  He  was  offbaded  at  tbe  appoint* 
meat  of  Mr.  Oahley  to  the  office  of  attorney  geneial— an  offioe  te  which  Mr.  ThU- 
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Notwftlistanding  this  subdivision  of  the  matters  of. 
which  the  convention  appeared  disposed  to  take  cognizance, 
it  was  very  evident  that  the  great  and  absorbing  objects 
which  would  engross  the  attention  of  that  assembly  were 
the  following: — 

First.  An  alteration  in  the  judiciary  system. 

Second.  The  abolition  of  the  council  of  revbion,  or  • 
transfer  of  the  veto  power. 

Third.  A  change  of  the  appomtmg  power. 

Fourth.  An  extension  of  the  right  of  suffrage. 

On  the  3d  September  General  l^llmadge  reported  in 
fkvor  of  abolishing  the  council  of  revision,  and  recom- 
mended that  the  veto  power  should  be  vested  in  the  go- 
vernor for  the  time  being.  He  stated  that  the  committee 
had  designedly  omitted  to  make  a  written  report  of  thte 
reasons  upon  which  they  acted;  because,  if  each  committee 
were  to  assign  the  reasons  for  the  alterations  in  the  con- 
stitution wUch  they  might  propose,  those  reasons  might 
have  an  improper  influence  upon  the  construction  which 
might  be  given  to  the  constitution,  after  its  revision 
and  adoption  by  the  people.  When  the  report  of  the 
select  committee  was  considered  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  every  member  present  voted  in  favor  of  th^ 
proposition  to  abolish  the  council  of  revision;  but  when 
the  convention  took  into  consideration  the  substitute  pro* 
posed,  a  long  and  interesting  debate  ensued.  The  select 
committee,  as  I  have  already  stated,  reported  that  the  veto 
power  should  be  vested  in  the  governor,  and  that,  v^n 
he  disapproved  of  a  bill,  he  should  return  it  with  his  db- 


ttadge  supposed  himself  «nt!t1ed— and  from  tlie  time  of  Ur.  Oaklejr's  appointment, 
nd  hie  ditsppoiotment,  h»  w«s  opposed  to  Ooy.  CUatOB. 

tfthe  president  of  the  coDTention  had  not  intended  to  introduce  some  speelef 
of  party  machinery  into  that  hooaey  it  is  impossible  to  aceoant  for  his  nef  leet  of 
soeh  men  as  Chaneellor  Seat|  Chief  Jastiee  Spencer,  Jodge  Van  Ness,  Jadfn 
Pktt,  Peter  A.  Jay,  Elisha  Williams,  and  sevenl  other  gentlemen  eminent  for 
their  standing  and  talenla. 
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|sBti0BS>  to  the  house  in  which  it  origiiifttedi  w4  thftt| 
vUesi  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  both  houses  that 
voted  fox  the  billy  it  should  not  become  a  law. 

Got.  Tompkms  proposed  to  associate  a  council  with 
the  governor.  This  proposition,  had  it  been  adopted|Would 
not  have  essentially  altered  the  third  article  of  the  consti- 
tptij»n  of  1777|  except  that  Governor  T.  proposed  that  die 
eoimcillors  who  should  be  associated  with  the  govegrpor^ 
should  be  composed  of  persons  other  than  the  high  judi* 
caal  officers  of  the  state.  This  proposition  was  noi  sus- 
tained by  any  considerable  portion  of  the  convention. 

The  question  which  elicited  the  most  interestingdebate 
gioew  ont  of  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Livingston  to  amend 
the  report  of  the  select  committee,  so  that  if  after  a  bill  was 
sent  Imck  by  the  governori  a  majority  of  all  the  members 
Ueded  in  boQi  houses  should  vote  for  it,  it  should  then 
Ibeeome  a  law  notwithstanding  the  objections  of  the 
gl9vemor.  Mr.  Livingston  supported  his  amendment  by 
W  i^igjiment  of  some  length  and  great  ability.  Be 
tfunight  that  to  invest  a  single  individual  with  the  power 
of  overruling  the  majority  of  the  two  houses  of  the  legif- 
Iat«re,,was  both  unreasonable  and  dangerous.  He  woul4 
not  consider  the  proposition  so  absurd  if  the  governor  was 
authorised  to  decide  only  upon  the  question  whether  the 
proposed  law  was  or  was  not  constitutional;  but  he  be* 
lieved,  to  allow  him  to  set  up  his  own  opinion,  on  the  eop- 
fedieneji  of  a  bill  against  the  majority  of  the  legislaturei 
VNUI  anti-republican  and  inconsistent  with  the  genius  of 
our  free  inslituticms.  He  was  replied  to  in  a  very  able 
manner  by  judge  Piatt,  who,  in  the  course  of  his  argu- 
ment, stated  the  very  curious  fact,  that  the  first  bill  passed 
by  the  senate  and  assembly  under  the  constitution  of 
1777,  was  rejected  by  the  council  of  revision  on  the 
ground  of  inexpediency  alone.     Mr.  Livingston's  amend* 
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ment^was  ultimately  rejected  by  a  rote  of  nm^-five  to 
twenty-six. 

Mr.  Dodge  of  Moatgomeryi  afterwards  resftwed  tub* 
atantially  Mr.  LiviQgstop's  motion,  by  proposing,  tiiat 
when  the  governor  returned  a  bill  on  tbe  ground  of  ita 
nncoastitutioQality.,  unless  two-thirds  of  both  bouses 
TOted  for  it,  it  should  not  become  a  law;  but  if  the  govern- 
or should  refuse  to  approve  of  a  bill  for  the  reason,  that 
m  his  judgment  it  was  inexpedient,  then  if  a  majority  of 
the  members  elected,voted  for  it^  it  should  become  a  law, 
notwithstanding  the  objections  of  the  governor*  To  this 
proposition  Mr.  Bacon  of  Oneida,  replied,  d»t  itwasiti 
substance  the  same  as  that  which  bad  been  <^eted  by  Mr. 
Livingston,  and  that  to  vest  the  power  of  judging  of  >the 
expediency,  of  bills  in  the  governor,  was  far  more  import- 
ant to  ^he  interests  of  the  public  than  that  of  judging  of 
the  constitutionality  of  laws;  for  the  judicial  tribunals 
were  required  to  ^iare  a  law  null  and  void  which  m  their 
judgment  was  unconstitutional;  and  he  believed  th^t  this 
power  thus  vested,  furnished  our  beat  security  ^;atnst  any 
Yiolati<)n  of  the  conatitutton  by  the  jaw  making  power. 
Mr.  Dodgci^spr^^osedjIfneQllment  received  a  more  feeble 
support  th^,;Mr^.  jLiiringftonV  The  discussion  and  de: 
cision  of  thi^  qiffstion,  did  not  appear  to  elicit  any  party 
feeling, in  the  convention.  I  percmve  that  General  Root 
voted  ijE)  iavor  of  Mr.  Livingston's  amendment 

Mr.  $beldon,  from  the  committee  on  tbe  executive  i^ 
partipe^t,  at  a  y^ry  early  day  reported  some  slight  altesa* 
tions  in,  the  constijiutioii,  the  most,  material  of  whiohwaa 
that  tb^governor  fhould  be  elected  bii;nnially.  The  eon* 
vention  went  into  eommttteeiof  tbe  whole  on  this  report 
on  the 73th  of  <Sf)ptevibery  and  the  discussion  was  princi- 
pally  confi^d  ^p.  ;the  length  of  the  term  for  which  the 
governor  should  hold  his  office.    Some  members  of  the 
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coDTentioii  were  for  the  term  of  three,  but  a  greater  num- 
ber were  for  one  year  only. 

Mr.  Sutherland  of  Schohariei  was  for  three  years,  and 
made  a  very  able  speech  in  support  of  that  opinion.  He 
was  sustained  by  the  chaneeilor  ami  judges  of  the  supreme 
court,  Mr.  Jay  and  several  other  persons  eminent  for  their 
talents  and  standing.  But  a  very  large  majority  of  the 
convention  (eighty-nine  to  thirty,)  were  opposed  to  the 
term  of  three  years. 

A  majority  of  the  democratic  party  iii  the  convention 
were  for  one  year  only.  Their  views  were  advocated  by 
General  Root,  Mr.  Hogeboom  of  Rensselaer,  Peter  R. 
Livingston,  and  Mr.  Briggs  of  Schdiarie. 

I  may  as  well  observe  here,  that  Mr.  Briggs  was  a  man 
of  sterling  good  sense,  wh6  had  been  bred  a  mechanic, 
and  vras  in  principle  a  firm  and  decided  democrat  of  the 
New-England  school.  In  some  of  his  views  he  may  have 
been  ultra,  but  in  all  his  movements,  except  his  course  on 
the  question  of  disfranchising  the  black  population,  we 
perceive  an  anxious  desire  to  secure  the  rights  of  the  many 
against  the  open  or  secret  attacks  of  the  few.  I  make  these 
remarks,  because  I  think  that  if  the  reporter  has  done  in- 
justice to  any  of  the  members  of  the  convention,  he 
has  done  it  to  Mr.  Bri^s.  For  while  it  is  evident  that 
in  giving  a  synopsis  of  the  speeches  of  other  gentlemen, 
he  has  presented  them  to  his  readers  in  a  more  polished 
form  than  it  can  fairly  be  presumed  they  were  delivered, 
he  takes  care  to  give  the  very  words  of  Mr.  Briggs,  which 
no  doubt  were  sometimes  rough  and  harsh.  Those  who 
know  Mr.  B.  vnl\  justify  me  in  the  araertion  that  he  is  a 
man  of  sound  mind  and  good  judgment. 

The  question  was  finally  carried  for  a  two  years  term, 
as  against  one,  by  a  majority  of  two  votes  only,  (sixty* 
one  to  fifty-nine.) 
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It  is  not  a  little  curious  toperceire,  that  those  who  may 
on  this  occasion  be  called  the  ultra-federalists,  were  for 
three  y^rs^  while  the  uItra-*democrats  were  equally  strend- 
ous  for  oner  On  the  final  vote»  the  federalists  voted  with 
the  moderate  democrats  for  two  years. 
.  During  this  diseusnon,  Mr.  Van  Bnren  addressed  the 
convention  in  favor  of  the  term  of  two  years,  and  in  his 
speech  he  presented  a  very  fair  and  candid  view  of  the  ar* 
gumehts  by  which  each  of  the  parties  supported  their 
respective  positions.  As  it  may  be  interesting  and  use< 
fill  to  know  on  what  ground  the  advocates  of  these  three 
adverse  opinions  sustained  themselves,  I  have  thought  that 
it  would  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  reader  to  present  him 
with  the  following  very  imperfect  sketch  of  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren's  speech:^- 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  before  the  question  was  taken,  wished 
to  explain  the  reasons  of  the  vote  he  should  give.  ^^ There 
are  three  distinct  propositions  before  this  convention — 
one^  for  filling  the  blanks  with  one  year — another,  with 
two — and  a  third,  with  three.  He  should  consider  each. 
One  of  the  great  objects  of  this  convention,  to  which  the 
people  looked  with  so  much  solicitude,  is  the  hope  that 
by  the  amendments  which  shall  be  adopted,  party  violence 
m  our  politics,  will  in  a  great  measure  be  done  away.  It  is 
not  to  be  denied,  that  very  many  of  our  own  citizens,  and 
those  of  other  states,  entertain  an  opinion,  thai  the  source 
of  our  discord  is  the  great  favor  and  patronage  of  the 
governor;  and  think  this  discord  can  only  be  allayed  by 
making  the  governor  a  mere  nominal  head — a  creature  of 
the  legislature.  Though  he  did  not  assent  in  its  extent  to 
the  propriety  of  this  radical  change,  it  would  be  unwise 
to  neglect  what  public  sentiment  has  so  distinctly  pointed 
at  Yet  we  must  not  disguise  to  ourselves  the  fact,  that 
we  have  already  augmented,  rather  than  diminished,  the 
power  of  the  executive.     We  have  given  him  the  exclu 
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iiye  Teto  bj  an  iauBense  majoiity,  and  by  the  yoiees  of 
tbe  judiciary  themaetves,  who  formerly  partook  of  tiib 
ptwer.  We  bare  alto  invoited  him  with  the  power  of 
pardoaiBg)  and  under  these  cireumf  tanees,  he  would  have 
preferred  waiting  till  we  know  what  other  power  wi!l  be 
given  to  the  goveniori  before  we  decided  on  this  term. 
The  majority  of  this  committee  had  decided  otherwise) 
and  the  rote  he  should  give  on  this  question,  would  there-' 
fore  be  giyen  imder  the  eiqMctation,  diat  we  shall  increase 
still  more  the  power  of  the  executive,  by  a  vast  increase 
to  his  appointing  power.  The  branch  in  which  this  pow-* 
er  faraserly  resided  has  been  unequivocally  condemned  by 
the  public  opinion;  and  there  is  no  other  band,  b  whicb 
it  could  be  safely  trusted,  except  the  executive.  With 
this  feeling,  then,  he  could  not  but  think,  that  as  we  in*^ 
crease  the  power  of  the  executive,  we  should  also  in- 
crease the  responsibility  of  the  govemer.  We  should 
bring  him  more  frequently  before  the  people.  His  con* 
flicts,  if  any,  will  not  be  with  the  legislature.  He  was 
rendered  by  the  provision  now  proposed,  utterly  and  en- 
.tirely  independent  of  the  legislature.  Of  the  people  he 
did  not  think  he  should  be  rendered  so  mdependent.  In 
the  exercise  of  the  veto,  which  will  only  take  place  on 
important  occasions,  he  will  be  supported,  if  he  should 
have  acted  manifestly  for  the  public  good.  He  bad  not 
experieneed  the  ^  evils  of  triennial  elections;  but  as  we 
had  vastly  increased  the  power  of  the  governor,  a  strong 
desire  is  manifested  to  abridge  bis  ferm,  and  in  this  senti* 
ment  he  concurred.  But  how  abridge  iti  We  wish  Uie  peo^ 
pie  to  have  an  opportunity  of  testing  their  governor's  con* 
duct,  not  by  the  feelings  of  temporary  eteitement,  but  by 
that  sober  second  thought,  which  is  never  wrong.  Can 
that  be  eflfeeted  if  you  abridge  the  term  to  one  year?  No, 
sir:  it  is  necessary  that  his  power  ^cist  long  enough  to 
survive  that  temporary  excitement,  which  a  measure  of 
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|Niblic  importance  must  occttsion>  and  to.eaable  the  pec^ 
fk  to  detect  the  fallaey  wttk  which  the  acts  of  the 
IpyreniflieBt  may  be  ▼eiled  as  to  their  real  motiyea.  Catt 
a  fittr  jttdgaMnt  of  motiyes,  or  of  the  effect  of  meaaariii 
be  made  in  a  few  monthal  Noy  sir— even  a  tena  longer 
ibtm  three  jreart)  mast  sometimes  be  necessary  to  enable 
na  to  judge  of  the  effect  of  measures.  But  we  must  not 
go  into  ^ctremeS)  or  we  shall  arouse  the  jealousies  of  the 
people,  in  weakening  the  responsibility  to  them^  of  their 
public  ofScers.  Let  us  test  the  question  by  reason.  '  You 
have  a  state  and  populatiotti  whose  concerns  bear  a  stnmg 
vnalogy  to  the  intereats  of  the  anion.  Can  a  govemeri 
in  a  term  of  one  year,  make  himself  acquainted  with  the 
mtereats,  the  wants,  and  condition  of  this  great  statel 
There  was  one  vemark  he  made  with  great  deference-^ 
•U  the  eastern  states,  the  tenure  of  the  chief  magistvate 
ia  for  only  one  year;  and  the  majority  of  this  conventiosa 
have  imbibed  tlteir  notions  under  those  constitutions,  and 
aatarally  consider  them  wise.  Others,  who  have  lived 
nnder  the  constitution  of  this  state,  have  preferred,  as  he 
had  been  accustomed  to  do,  the  tenure  of  three  years;  aitd 
he  aaked,  if  there  was  not  some  respect,  some  comity  due, 
to  those  who  have  viewed  this,  among  other  provicuons  of 
our  constitution,  with  reverence.  For  these  reasons  hf 
koped  the  blank  would  be  filled  with  two  years.'' 

On  the  SOtfa  of  September,  the  committee  on  the  legis* 
lative  department  reported  in  favor  of  retaining  the  number 
of  numbers  in  the  senate  as  fixed  by  the  conventionof  1801, 
but  they  recommended  that  the  state  should  be  divided  into 
seventeen  senatorial  districts,  each  district  to  elect  t  wo  sena- 
taea^xcept  the  ninth  and  seventeenth,  which  wcfre  each  to 
elect  one  senator  only.  The  committee  finally  agreed  to 
divide  the  state  into  eight  districts,  and  each  district  is  en* 
titled  to  elect  four  senators.  Under  the  old  constitution  il 
will  be  recollected  that  the  state  was  divided  into  four 
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great  districts,  which  it  \ira8  intended  diottid  send  to  the 
Jegittiature  an  equal  number  of  senators.  Under  this 
arrangement,  as  many  times  very  obscure  men  were  put 
in  nomination  for  that  important  office,  it  was  iropossibia 
for  an  immense  majority  of  the  electors  to  have  any  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  the  candidates  for  whom  they  were 
called  on  to  vote.  The  best  system  undoubtedly  would 
be  to  divide  the  state  into  thirty-two  districts,  and  by  that 
means  bring  the  electors  roor^  directly  in  contact  with  th« 
candidates;  but  as  this  cannot  be  done  without  dividing 
counties,  which  would  produce  great  inconvenience,  per 
baps  our  present  system  is  as  unexceptionable  as  any  thai 
€an  be  devised. 

The  select  committee  further  recommended  that  no 
member  of  the  legislature  should  be  capable  of  receiving 
any  office  from  the  appointing  power  in  the  state  during 
the  term  for  which  he  was  elected;  and  that  no  member  of 
congress,  nor  any  person  holding  an  office,  either  civil  or 
military,  under  the  government  of  the  United  States,  should 
be  eligible  to  a  seat  in  either  branch  of  the  legislature^ 
This  excellent  provision  was  adopted,  notwithstanding  the 
committee  on  the  green  bag  message  had  but  a  very  short 
lime  before  so  severely  censured  Gov.  Clinton  for  intimat- 
ing that  it  was  wrong  for  Mr.  Skinner  to  be  a  member  of 
the  senate  and  council  of  appointnH*nt,  while  at  the  same 
time  he  held  the  office  of  a  judge  of  a  district  court  of  the 
United  States. 

The  same  committee  also  recommended,  that  all  persona 
holding  offices,  the  tenure  of  which  was  declared  by  the 
constitution  to  be  during  good  behaviour,  should  be  re- 
movable by  a  joint  resolution,  two-thirds  of  each  house 
agre^MPg  to  such  resolution;  and  further,  that  the  capital 
of  the  common  school  fund  shouKl  forever  remain  inviola- 
ble. 

These  excellent  provisions  were,  in  substance,  adopted* 
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On  the  19ih  of  September  the  question  in  reqwct  to  the 
electire  franchiBe^  or  rather,  in  what  class  of  the  eitiseBS 
of  this  state  the  sovereign  power  should  be  vested,  came  en 
for  discussion.  A  sovereign  is  he  who  exercises  a  power 
without  human  responsibility  for  the  manner  in  which  it 
is  executed.  Such  a  power  cannot  be  exercised  in  this 
community,  by  any  person  whomsoever,  except  by  the 
elector  at  the  polls  of  an  election*  He,  and  he  only,  is 
alone  accountable  to  his  own  conscience  and  to  his  God. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  committee  to  whom  that  subject 
had  been  referred,  reported  that  every  male  white  citizen 
of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who  had  resided  six 
months  in  the  state,  who  had,  within  one  year,  paid  taxes, 
or  been  assessed  and  actually  worked,  or  commuted  for 
work,  on  the  highways,  or  had  been  enrolled  and  served 
in  the  militia,  should  be  entitled  to  vote  for  all  officers  of 
the  government  elected  by  the  people;  and  very  briefly 
stated  the  grounds  upon  which  the  committee  bad  made 
that  recommendation.  The  reader  will  perceive  that  this 
amendment,  in  effect,  abolished  the  property  qualification 
of  voters. 

Before  the  great  question  as  to  the  freehold  qualification 
was  agitated,  Mr.  Peter  A.  Jay  moved  to  strike  the  word 
^wii^e^'  from  the  section.  This  proposition  involved  the 
right  of  the  colored  population  of  the  state  to  vote  at 
elections.     Mr.  Jay,  on  this  subject,  said:— - 

^  The  chairman  of  the  select  committee  has  given  a  fair 
and  candid  exposition  of  the  reasons  that  induced  them  to 
make  the  report  now  under  consideration,  and  of  the  mo- 
lives  by  which  thi^y  were  governed*  He  has  clearly  sta- 
ted why  they  were  desirous  of  extending  the  right  of  suf** 
frage  to  some  who  did  not  at  present  enjoy  it,  but  he  has 
wholly  omilled  to  explain  why  they  deny  it  to  otheis  who 
actually  possess  it.  The  omission,  however,  has  been 
supplied  by  one  of  his  colleagues,  who  informed  ua  thai 
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all  wh^  were  not  white  ought  to  be  ^xclttd^d  fVom  poNii- 
eal  rights;  beeanse  such  pereons  were  incapable  of  eii^reis^ 
iag  them  dtecreetly,  and  becaoBr  ithey  we^  peouliitrljr 
Ktfble  to  be  influenced  md  corrupted^i  These  reaaonaysifi 
I  shall  notice  presently.  When  this  GonYention.  was  first 
assembled,  it  was  geaerally  nnderstocid  that  proTioiona 
would  be  made  to  extend  the  right  of  suffrage,  and  scam 
were  apprehensive  that  it  might  be  extended  to  a  degree 
which  Ihey  coald  not  approve.  But^sir,  it  was  not  ex^ 
pected  that  this  right  was  in  any  instance  to  be  restrifSted^ 
Bmch  less  was  it  anticipated,  or  desired,  that  a  singlejper* 
son  wss  to  be  ^sfranchised.  Why,  sir,  are  these  mte  li» 
be  excluded  from  rights  which  they  possess  in  condlDiOB 
with  their  eounlrymen  1  What  crime  have  they  commit- 
ted for  which  they  are  to  be  punished  ?  Why  are  Ihey, 
who  were  born  as  free  as  ourselves,  natives  of  the  same 
country,  and  deriving  from  nature  and  our  political  insti* 
tutioas,  the  same  rights  and  privileges  which  we  have,now 
to  be  deprived  of  all  those  rights,  and  doomed  to  remain 
forever  as  aliens  among  us  1  We  are  told,  in  reply,  that 
other  states  have  set  us  the  example.  It  is  true  that  other 
states  treat  this  race  of  men  with  cruelty  and  injustice,  and 
that  we  have  hitherto  manifested  towards  them  a  disposi- 
tion to  be  just  and  liberal.  Yet  even  in  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina,  free  people  of  color  are  permitted  to  vote, 
and  if  I  am  correctly  informed,  exercise  that  privilege.  In 
Pennsylvania,  they  are  much  more  numerous  than  they 
are  here,  and  there  they  are  not  disfranchised,  nor  has  any 
inconvenience  been  felt  from  extending  to  all  men  the 
righfts  which  ought  to  be  conunon  to  all.  In  Connecticut^ 
sir,  though  they  have  done  much  that  I  think  they  had  no 
right  to  do  on  this  subject,  their  provision  respecting 
blacks  has  not  disfranchised  those  who  are  now  in  posses- 
sbn  of  the  right,  but  only  operates  for  the  future.  Here 
we  cut  off  nearly  30,000.  citizens  at  one  vote.     Mr.  Jay 
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then  referred  to  the  resolution  of  our  l&st  leg^islature  m 
the  subject  of  the  Missouri  question,  and  asked  how  tht 
present  provision  would  tally  with  them — how  the  decla* 
rations  there  made,  and  the  principles  laid  down,  would 
square  with  the  measure  now  under  consideration  1  But) 
sir,  it  is  said  negroes  are  a  degraded  race.  I  hoped  this 
old  excuse  for  slavery  would  not  have  been  repeated  here* 
I  did  not  believe  it  would  be  asserted  at  this  time  of  day, 
that  the  God  who  made  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  of  one 
blood,  has  created  one  race  for  degradation.  Sir,  their 
bodies,  their  brains  are  not  differently  constructed  from 
ours.  Their  habits  are  indeed  bad.  Their  wills  haw 
been  the  wills  of  their  masters  and  mistresses,  until  they 
have  become  scarcely  capable  of  self-dependence;  and  the 
old  maxim  is  true,  ^^  that  the  hour  that  makes  a  man  a 
slave,  robs  him  of  half  his  worth."  Sir,  will  you  punidi 
them  for  this  your  error,  or  the  error  of  your  fathers  f — 
will  you  punish  them  for  the  crimes  of  which  they  have 
been  the  victims,  and  not  the  perpetrators?  and  after 
having  reduced  them  by  your  past  injustice  to  degradation 
and  misery,  will  you  shut  them  out  from  the  chance  of 
future  amendment  t  But  as  a  matter  of  policy,  sir,  will 
you  permit  to  grow  up  among  you  a  race  of  men  having 
separate  interests,  distinct  hopes,  and  who  look  upon  ail 
you  do  with  jealousy  and  distrust  ?  will  you  make  it  the 
interest  of  such  a  race  to  wish  your  destruction  1  Yea 
despise  the  slaves  of  Europe — and  why  1  because  they 
daie  not  shake  off  their  chains.  And  will  you  create  a 
body  of  such  men  in  your  own  country  t  Sir,  there  are 
gentlemen  on  this  floor  who  have  done  themselves  immor- 
tal honor  by  their  opposition  in  congress  to  the  oppression 
of  this  unfortunate  race;  and  if  you  shall  now  pass  this 
provision,  shall  we  not  hear  a  shout  of  exultation,  a  hiss 
of  scorn,  resound  from  the  southern  states,  as  they  point 
at  our  inconsistency  t    Sir,  I  trust  this  will  not  be;  I  trusf 
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ire  shall  Bot^  because  our  fathers  have  wronged  them  and 
Ibeir  fatherS|  henceforth  condeom  the  blacks  to  irremedia* 
Ue  degradation." 

Oen.  Root  and  CoK  Young  opposed  the  admission  of 
colored  voters.  Mr.  Root  placed  his  objection  mainly  on 
Ifaq  ground  that  they  were  not  liable  to  do  military  duty^ 
La  the  course  of  bis  speech  he  said: — ^'  He  had  known  the 
lime  when  a  few  hundred  negroes  in  the  city  of  New- 
York)  following  in  the  trains  of  those  who  ride  in  coaches^ 
sad  whrae  boots  and  shoes  they  had  blacked^  virtually 
^ve  law  to  the  «tate.  He  had  known  the  time  when  that 
cable  majority,  in  a  period  of  war  and  danger,  paralyzed 
the  aim  of  your  government — ^an  ^  organized  and  disci- 
plined corpS)'  that  became  powerful  enough  to  defeat 
pome  of  the  -most  efficient  and  necessary  measures  of 
your  patriotic  executive."  Did  it  occur  to  General  Root 
and  Colonel  Young  that,  during  the  most  perilous  period 
4>(  the  late  war,  when  the  country  was  in  imminent  danger, 
they  themselves  had  voted  for  a  law  encouraging  the  en- 
listment of  negroes,  and  for  raising  a  regiment  of  blacks  1 

Doct.  R.  Clarke,  of  Delaware  county,  delivered  an  able 
speech  in  support  of  the  motion  of  Mr*  Jay. 

Col.  Young,  in  reply,  argued  in  favor  of  the  exclusion 
of  the  blacks,  principally  upon  the  ground  that  a  consti- 
tution ought  to  be  framed  for  a  community  according  to 
its  actual  and  probable  future  condition;  that,  by  custom,^* 
whether  wrongfully  or  rightfully  established,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  bis  argument  it  was  unnecessary  to  enquire, — the 
black  population  were  a  degraded  people,  so  much  so  as 
to  be  an  unsafe  depositary  of  the  right  of  suffrage.  If,  in 
future  time,  their  moral  and  social  condition  shouiti  be 
elevate<l  to  an  equality  with  the  whites,  he  would  then 
cheerfully  extend  to  them  an  eqUal  right  to  the  elective 
franchise. 


Tbia  debate  was  coDluiueil  uii|lil  itiie  -SOth,  wb^n  lift. 
^^br^ham  Van  Yecbten  made  a  Ictf^g  ^Qd  very^  able  argu- 
mfni  in  rapport  qf  Mr.  Jay's. piolji^ilmt  Judge  Speooer 
J^f^Qke  against  it. 

Tbe.  motioii  ultimately  prfvailocl  by  ^  vote  of  j»ixtj* 
lliree  to  fifty-nine. 

Mr,  Van  Buren  voted  for  Afi  iiil^tion«  Tbe  Tpte  of 
Gov.  Tompkins  is  not  recorded;  but^I  believe  it  ^as  uni- 
derstood  tbat  he  accorded  wi^h  Mr.  Van  ^i^r^E^. 

Tbe  subject|  for  that  time,  Kas  ^qfifidi^^d  as  pat  at 
.rest;  but  a  select  committee  pf  Uii^efn,otf  which  QoL 
Young  vas  chair(Daa»  to  whom  \ke  «prpfif^dii\gs  pf .  the 
.l^mmittee  of  the  whole  on  the  elective  frp^nchise  ,wa0 
jLefeiredy  some  tiine  aAervpirds  reppMed  a'pnoyiso  in  the 
lirst  section,  which  excluded  ^11  colored  ipen  from  voting 
who  were  npt  freeholders  to  the  value  pf  two  hundred 
and  ^fty  dollars.  Tbis  proviso  Jmlge  Piatt  moved  to 
^rike  out.  In  support  of  i^is  motion,  among  other  thingSi 
kesaid; — 

*^  The  gentlemap  from  .8an|t<^,  who,  as  chairman  of 
^fhe  committee,  reported  this  proviso,  (Mr.  Ypung,)  has 
ejcultingly  told  us,  that  piirs  is  the  only  h^ppy  countfjr 
,wbere  freemen  ackppwledge  no  distinction  of  ranks-— 
where  real  native  genius  and  m^jrii  cfOk  emerge  from  the 
humblest  conditions  of  life,  find  rise  to  honors  and  distipe^ 
fion.  It  sounded  charmipgly ^  in  opr  republican  ears,  and 
I  have  but  one  objection  to  it,  which  is,  that  unfortunately 
for  our  patriotic  pride^jt  in  qol  true.  I  abhor  the  vices 
.l^id  oppressions  which  .flow  from  privileged  orders  as 
jnuch  as  any  man,  but  it  is  a  remarkable  truth,  tfant  in 
England,  tbe  present  Lord  QhancMwr  Eldwy  and  bis 
illustrious  brother.  Sir  WiUi^m  Scottf  are  tbe  son^  of  a 
coal-kmver ;  and  the  present  Chief  Juriict  Mhot^  pf  thfi 
King's  Bench,  is  the  son  of  H  ktAt-dr$s$i€r*.  The  gentle- 
man from  Saratoga,  (Mr.  Young,)  began  his  philippic  in 
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fiiTar  of  ttinrersal  waffn^j  bjr  an  eulogiom  on  liberty  and 
equality,  in  our  happy  state.  And  what  then  I  Why, 
the  same  gentleman  concluded  by  moving  a  resolution,  in 
substance,  that  thirty-seven  thousand  of  our  free  blade 
citizens,  and  their  posterity,  for  ever,  shall  be  degraded 
by  our  constitution  below  the  common  rank  of  freemen-^ 
that  they  never  shall  emerge  from  their  humble  condition 
--^that  they  shall  neter  assert  the  dignity  of  human  nature, 
but  shall  ever  remain  a  degraded  caste  in  our  republic. 

^^  The  same  gentleman  recited  to  us,  on  that  occasion, 
an  elegant  extract  from  an  admired  poet,  (Gray's  Elegy,) 
describing  in  meltmg  strains,  the  effects  of  humble  poverty, 
and  mental  depriession.  Let  me  ask,  sir,  who  is  it,  that 
now  seeks  to  ^*  repress  the  noble  rage;"  and  to  ^'  freeze 
the  genial  currcmt  of  the  soul  'M  I  must  be  permitted  to 
express  my  deep  regret,  that  the  gentleman's  poetry  and 
his  froit  do  not  agree  in  sentiment.  I  confess,  sir,  I  feel 
some  apprehension,  when  I  anticipate  that  the  speeches 
of  that  honorable  member  will  be  read  by  the  proud  Eng- 
lish critic;  who  will  boast  that  ^^  slaves  cannot  breathe 
English  air;"  that  ^Ufaey  touch  his  country,  and  their 
ahackles  fall."  The  gentleman  from  Saratoga  will  be 
justly  considered  as  a  leading  patriot  and  statesman  in  our 
republic;  and  if  his  text  and  his  commentary,  his  precept 
and  his  practice,  are  at  variance,  we  shall  be  nakedly 
exposed  to  the  lash  of  criticism,  from  the  hand  of  retalia* 
tion. 

^^  Before  we  adopt  tikis  proviso,  I  hope  gentlemen  will 
take  a  retrospect  of  the  last  fifty  years.  Consider  the 
astonishing  progress  of  tiie  human  mind  in  regard  to  reli- 
gious toleration;  the  various  plans  of  enlightened  benevo- 
lence; and  especially  the  mighty  efforts  of  the  wise  and 
the  good  throughout  Christendom,  in  favor  of  the  benighted 
and  oppressed  ehikiren  of  Africa." 
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^  Mr.  Yui  Buren  said  he  had  voted  agam^t  a  total  and . 
ttiqaalified  exclusion)  for  he  would  not  draw  a  revenue 
from  them,  and  yet  deny  to  them  the  right  of  suffirage. 
But  this  proviso  met  his  approbation.  They  were  ex- 
empted from  taxation  until  they  had  qualified  themselves 
to  vote.  The  right  was  not  denied,  to  exclude  any  por- 
tion of  the  community  who  will  not  exercise  the  right  of 
suffrage  in  its  purity.  This  held  out  inducements  to  indus- 
try, and  would  receive  his  support." 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  proviso  was  lost,  thir- 
ty-three to  seventy-one. 

It  is  somewhat  curious  that  Oen.  Root,  Col.  Young, 
Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Briggs,  &c.,  who  were  most  i^nxious 
to  abolish  the  property  qualification  and  extend  the  right 
of  suffrage  to  all  white  men,  were  equally  zealous  to  ex- 
clude black  Citizens  from  the  right  to  exercise  the  elective 
franchise;  while  those  who  most  strenuously  contended 
for  retaining  the  freehold  qualification  as  respected  white 
citizens,  were  very  solicitous  to  prevent  an  exclusion  of 
the  blacks  from  an  equal  participation  with  the  whites* 
Of  this  last  description  of  members,  Chancellor  Kent,  Mr. 
Van  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Van  Yechten  and  Judge 
Piatt  were  the  most  prominent.  How  is  this  to  be  ac- 
counted for  1  It  is  true,  I  believe,  that  the  colored  elect- 
ors in  New- York  and  Albany  had  generally  voted  the 
federal  ticket,  but  it  would  perhaps,  be  uncharitable  and 
nnjust  to  charge  gentlemen,  on  either  side,  who  took  an 
active  part  in  the  discussion  and  decision  of  this  question, 
in  the  convention,  with  having  been  influenced  in  any 
considerable  degree  by  party  considerations. 

The  third  amendment  recommended  by  the  select  com- 
mittee was  in  these  words: 

^  3.  Laws  shall  be  made  for  ascertaining  by  proper 
proofs,  the  citizens  who  shiill  be  entitled  to  the  right  of 
suffrage  hereby  established.     The  legislature  may  provide 
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by  law,  that  a  regi^r  of  all  citizens  entitled  to  the  rigU 
of  suffrage',  in  eVety  tdtrn  and  ward,  shall  be  made  at' 
least  twenty  days  b^foife'  any  election^;  and  ma:y  provide' 
that  no  persoti'  Shalt  fete  ^i  ahj  elebtibn,  who  shall  not' 
be  registered  as  tf'  dtSxeh  qualified  tti'tote  at  sach  elec- 
tion. 

Hiit  clauie  was  riesisteU  by  Oeti'Root.  He  thought  hi' 
said,  ^  that  stich  a  mtster  rotl  of  voters  would  be  imprac- 
ticable and  lead  to  mischieVous  consequences,  by  deprilrin|(' 
many  legal  voters  of  the  right  of  stiffrage  iit  consequence 
ot  not  having  their  names  properly  inserted  on  the  tiUxS" 
ter  list.'' — (carter's  C&hventianjp.  373.) 

Colonel  Young  and  Mr.  Van  Yechten  oppo^d  him, 
but  on  taking  the  ayes  and  noes,  it  appeared  sbcty-six 
were  for  striking  out  against  fbrty-eight  who  were  for 
retaining  the  section.  I  perceive  that  Mr.  Sharpe  of 
New-York,  voted  with  Gen.  Root  on  this  questicm. 

On  the  22d  of  September,  Judge  Spencer  offered  the 
following  amendment  to  the  first  sectioh  as  reported  by 
the  committed : — 

^^  Other  than  fbr  senatorer;  and  that  in  elections  (61 
senatoi-s,  every  free  mal^  citizen  of  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  yearis,  who  shall  hjhre  bfeeh,  one  year  next  preceding 
the  election,  an  itihabitant  bf  this  state,  arid  at  the  time  of 
offering  himself  ds  in  elector,  shall  have  an  interest  in 
law  or  equity,  in  his^  oWn  dir  in  his  wife's  right,  in  any 
lands  or  tenemehtit  iri  thirf  state,  of  the  value  of  two  hun 
dred  and  fifty  dollars  over  anti  above  all  debts  charged 
thereon,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for  senators  in  the  town 
or  ward  in  which  he  shall  reside.** 

This  amendmeAt  pres^htted  disliribtly  the  great  question 
wh  ther  the  freehold  qualification  should  be  retained  as  a 
necessary  qualification  to  a  voter  for  any  of  the  depart- 
ments of  government.  It  was  discussed  with  great  talent 
and  zeal  on  both  sides,  and  the  debate  which  lasted  several 


Ap,  A^lf  cal)^  out  lire  efforts  of  tbe  awwt  talmtei^ 
nembers  flf '  tlie  coni^eiilioii.  I  cannot,  perhaps,  give  ii4 
iMtte  aynopsb  of'  these  debates  than  by  copyingp  the* 
o|>eiiitig  speech  of  Jmlge  Spencer,  together  witk  scNtt#< 
renrarks  of  GhaAcellor*  Kent,  and  the  reply  to  both  genn 
tlemen  by  Qenr^  Rooli  A  perusal  of  these  speeches  wiU' 
put  the  reader  in  possession  of  tbe  leadii^  topics  wbidi' 
were  dfscassed  during  the  agitation  in  the  convention  of 
tils  interesting  question* 

^^Mr«  Ghairman — ^In  presenting  you  the  amendment^ 
(saM  tile  chief  justice,)  which  I  hare  now  moved,  fimili! 
be  perceited  that  if  it  be  adopted,  there  will  be  differeiil.' 
qualifications  for  the  electors  of  the  senate^  and  of  tho^ 
governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  members  of  assemblyi 
and  all  other  elective  officer^;  The  constitntioi^as  it  noW' 
stands,  provides  that  the  senate  Aall  consist  of  thirty^tn^* 
freeholders  to  be  chosen  by  the  freeholders  of  the  state^ 
pesscflsed  of  freeholds  of  tbe  value  of  one  hundred 
posnds  over  and  above  all  debts  charged  thefeon«  Tfa* 
rqiort  of  the  select  committee,  and  the  amendment  of  thr 
geatlcBian  from  Delaware,  propose^  with  the  dash  of  tbe' 
pen,  to  obliterate  this  part  of  our  constitution,  to  destroy 
a  bflirrier  in  legislation,  which  the  wisdom  of  the  sageSt 
and  patriots  of  the  revolution  have  erected  for  our  pro^ 
tection.  It  has  been  insinuated,  that  as  we  have  already' 
mumimously  agreed  to  abolirii  the  existing  qualifications 
ef  electors,  we  in  some  measure  stand  pledged  to  abolish 
the  distinction  between  the  electors  of  the  senate  and  a»» 
semblyk  This  is  not  a  correct  deduction  from  the  voter 
w«  have  given.  The  vote  taken,  implies  no  more  than 
that  we  are  willing  to  extend  the  right  of  suflrage,  as  fat 
m  may  consist  with  the  public  good,  but  no  farther*  It 
will  be  perceived,  that  tbe  amendment  I  have  the  honor 
to  propose,  admits  all  persons  having  an  interest  in  real 
estate  of  the  value  of  two  hupdred  and  fifty  dollars,  either: 
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ul  law  or  eqnitj)  without  regard  to  the  tenurei  so  that 
perions  having  a  leasehold  interest,  or  holding  lands 
uder  contract  for  purchase,  and  who  shall  have  by  pay- 
aaents  or  improreinents,  added  to  the  value  to  the  amount 
.of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  will  be  entitled  to  vote 
for  senators;  and  the  right  will  extend  to  those  who  hold 
lands  in  right  of  their  wives. 

^  It  is  well  known,  sir,  that  in  the  rapid  and  unexam- 
pled extension  of  the  settlement  of  tiie  western  parts  of 
oitr  state,  a  mode  of  selling  lands,  not  within  the  view  or 
contemplation  of  the  firamers  of  our  constitution,  has  be- 
come common.  I  mean  sales  by  contract,  stipulating  to 
give  deeds,  when  the  purchase  money  shall  have  been 
paid.  In  that  immrase  and  fertile  territory,  owned  by 
the  Holland  company,  sales  by  such  contracts  ar«  the 
usual  and  ordinary  modes.  This  has  also  been  the  case, 
very  extensively,  in  other  parts  of  the  state.  These  in- 
dustrious and  valuable  citizens,  who  have  paid  portions  of 
the  purchase  money,  or  who  have  made  valuable  and  use-; 
fill  improvements,  ought  to  be  entitled  to  vote. for  sena-r 
tors,  and  the  amendment  I  propose  will  give  them  that 
right.  They  ought  thus  to  vote,  because  they  represent 
portions  of  the  soil,  and  because  they  have  that  attach- 
ment to  the  preservation  of  all  the  rights  incident  to  real 
estate. 

'^  I  must  not  be  misunderstood — ^I  am  willing  and  desi- 
rous that  the  rights  of  suffrage  be  established  on  a  broad 
and  liberal  basis,  comprehending  for  the  one  branch  or 
tiie  other,  all  those  who  possess  sufficient  independence  to 
exercise  this  important  privilege  in  a  manner  compatibly 
with  the  mterests  of  society  itself. 

^^  It  would  seem  to  me,  that  those  who  propose  to 
abolish  all  distinctions  between  the  electors  of  the  senate, 
and  other  officers  of  the  government,  were  bound  to  shew 
tf>  this  convention,  either  that  this  abolition  was  demanded 
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by  the  fiumem  and  the  people  of  this  state,  or  that  the 
original  iDstitution  itself  was  vicious  in  principle,  or  bad 
in  its  operation.  I  hope  it  is  not  enoagh  to  induce  us  to 
make  such  a  material  innovation  in  our  form  of  govern* 
ment,  merely  because  we  hope,  or  believe,  it  will  improve 
our  constitution,  or  that  other  states  have  not  adopted  the 
same  provision, 

*^  It  has  been  assumed,  that  the  people  call  for  this  al- 
teration— that  they  do  expect  an  extension  of  the  right  of 
suffrage,  I  believe  and  admit;  but  that  they  demand  the 
abolition  of  all  distinction  in  the  qualification  of  electors 
for  the  senate  and  assembly,.  I  do  not  know  or  believe; 
and  I  may  confidently  demand  the  ^roof  of  any  general 
call  or  expectation,  that  such  a  measure  should  be  adopted. 
Has  the  constitution  operated  badly  in  this  respect  1  Or 
is  the  organization  of  the  senate  unsound  or  vicious  in 
principle? 

^^  If  it  shall  be  insisted  that  for  the  last  twenty  years^ 
tfie  senate  has  not  been  superior  to  the  assembly  in  vris- 
dom  or  gravity,  are  there  not  causes  by  which  we  can  ac- 
count for  this  deficiency  1  The  constitution  divided  the 
state  into  four  great  districts;  and  although  these  have 
been  altered,  still  they  have  been  very  large  and  extensive. 
The  candidates  for  election  have  been  unknown  to  nine- 
tenths  of  the  electors,  they  have  never  been  heard  of, 
until  their  names  were  announced  for  their  choice;  and 
when  we  superadd  to  this,  that  the  state  for  a  long  pe- 
riod has  been  rent  and  torn  by  faction — that  party 
spirit  has  pervaded  the  whole  community — that  active, 
and  ambitious,  and  restless  individuals  have  assumed  the 
direction  and  control  of  the  elections,  it  is  not  to  be  won- 
dered at,  that  the  senate  has  not  been  such  as  the  framers 
of  the  constitution  contemplated;  for  the  question  put  by 
the  electors  as  to  the  qualitications  of  candidates,  has  not 
been  whether  they  were   wise,  or  good,  or  virtuous,  but 
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trftat  nfk  thefar  ik>KtieB,  and  uaiter  whose  bttowr  sre  they 
enrolled  t 

^*  Thb  deplorable  state  of  things,  which  has  disgnwed 
lis  as  a  people,  and  a  state^  vrill  no  longer  exist,  if  we 
adopt  atfd  iiMptove  the  report  of  the  legislative  oomouttee 
in  subdividing  the  state^not  only  into  seventeen,  but  as  I  fer^ 
vently  hope,  into  thirty-two  electoral  districts^  for  senators* 
Then  the  anticipation  and  wisdom  'of  those  immortal  pa- 
triots, whose  labours  we  are  now  revising,  will  appear;  then 
the  electors  and  the  elected  will  become  known  to  eaeh; 
theh  we  may  hope  to  see  our  senate  what  it  ought  to  be,  tb# 
council  of  ancients,  composed  of  great,  wise,  good,  anfd 
grave  men. 

^*  Those,  Mr.  Chahrman,  who  suppose  that  a  sound 
btanch  of  the  legislature,  the  senate,  was  intended  merely 
as*  a  eheck  upon  the  first,  (the  assembly)  appear  to  me  to 
have  misunderstood  its  organization  and  design.  It  was 
intended  to  be  differently  composed  and  differently  organ- 
ijBed  fbt  other  purposes,  than  a  mere  second  branch  of 
legislation. 

*  The  objects  of  government  are  the  protection  of  life, 
liberty,  and  property.  These  are  important  and  para- 
mount rights;  and  every  wise  frame  of  government  will 
extend  its  protecting  care  over  all  and  each  of  them. 

^^  The  assembly,  consisting  of  greater  numbers,  elected 
by  all  the  sound  and  wholesome  part  of  the  adult  male 
population  of  the  state,  is  more  emphatically  charged 
with  the  protection  and  preservation  of  the  personal  rights, 
the  lives  and  liberties  of  the  citizens.  The  senate  was 
intended  as  the  guardians  of  our  property  generally,  and 
especially  of  the  landed  interest,  the*  yeomanry  of  the 
state. 

'^  I  shall  ask  leave  of  the  committee,  sir,  to  submit  to 
them  the  ideas  of  an  illustrious  statesman,  now  no  more. 
I  have  heard  with  great  pleasure  an  eulogy  pronounced 
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OB  «ttollier  oecftttoiii  on  the  deceased' Oen«rat  Hatnilton. 
It  met  my  most  heart j  apprbbatiort.  Jftiw  that  he  is  eiH 
tdttibed,  we  can  do  justice  to  Vin  toettt^rf  i^ithout  incur*- 
riitg  oiiry  or  reproach.  For  proftrtrdity  of  thought,  fct 
piirity  dF  intention,  for  depth  of  researth,  and  cli>arness 
oi  iMvestlgMion,  nione  excelled  him;  and  I  nfay  stay  i^ith 
tiffdiy  that  his  nanie  and  his  works  bai^  add^d  lustre  and 
hdtfo^  to  our  nation.  In  the  sixty-second  number  of  the 
Fed^riffist,  attributed  to  his  pen,  and  uhdoul/t^dly  his  own, 
in' speaking  of  the  organization  of  the  senate  of  the  Uni*  ^ 
ted  States,  he  says:  ^  It  is  a  misfbrtuiie,  incideht  to  h'pub- 
Ikan  goremment,  though  in  a  less  degree  than  to  other 
govertiments^  that  those  who  administer  it,  may  forget 
their  obligations  to  their  conMituents,  and  prbre  unfaitb- 
fol  to  tbeif  important  trust.  In  this  point  of  riew  a 
senate,  as  a  second  branch  of  the  legislative  assembly, 
distinct  from,  and  dividing  the  jtower  with  a  first,  nnist  be 
in  all  cases  a  salutary  check  on  the  government.  It  dou« 
blea  the  security  of  the  people,  by  requiring  the  con^uN 
rebce  of  two  distinct  bodies  in  schemes  of  corruption,  or 
perfidy,  where  the  ambition  or  corruption  of  one  would 
otherwise  be  sufficient.  This  is  a  precaution  fonndetl  on 
such  clear  principles,  and  now  so  well  understood  in  th€r 
United  States,  that  it  would  be  more  thon  superfluous  to 
enlarge  on  it.  I  will  barely  remark,  that  a$  the  improba* 
bSitg  6f  Hni9ie¥  ambinntioiu  mU  he  in  propartiwi  to  the 
dinimilarUy  in  the  genius  of  the  ttoo  bodies^  it  rkuet  be 
fCtUit  t6  distinguish  them  from  each  other  bg  every  dr- 
cumstance  which  will  consist  with  a  due  harmony  in  all 
proper  measures  j  and  with  the  genuine  principles  of  repub- 
Ueast  government.^ 

*^  Here  is  a  distinct  admonition  that  a  dissimilarity  in  the 
genius  6f  th^  two  legislative  branches  adils  to  the  sern- 
rity  of  the  people.  But  we  are  not  without  another  high 
authority  fiom  a  most  distinguished  source.    The  opinions 
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of  Mr.  JeflEereon  have  been  read  to  the  conTention,  on  a 
fiumer  question,  by  a  member  from  Otsego;  that  great 
man,  though  alivei  and  living  in  dignified  ^nd  philosophia 
retirement,  may  be  considered  as  much  withdrawn  from 
the  contentions  and  strifes  of  the  world,  as  if  he  were 
entombed.  He  has  given  us  a  precise  and  distinct  avowal 
of  his  matured  opinion  on  this  interesting  point.  In  hia 
Notes  on  Virginia,  he  has  discussed  the  imperfections  of 
their  constitution,  and  given  to  the  world  the  substance  of 
a  constitution,  which  be  wished  to  see  adopted  in  his  na- 
tive state.  In  speajcing  of  the  senate  under  the  existing 
government,  he  says: — ^^  The  senate  is  by  its  constitution^ 
too  homogeneous  with  the  house  of  delegates;  being  cho- 
sen by  the  same  electors,  at  the  same  time,  and  out  of  the 
same  subjetts,  the  choice  falls  of  course  <m  men  of  ths 
iome  description.  The  purpose  qf  establishing  iiffereni 
hmssu  of  legislation  is  to  introduce  the  injluence  of  dif" 
ferent  interests  or  different  principles?^ 

^  Can  there  be  a  plainer,  or  more  self-evident  proposi- 
tion, as  applied  to  the  private  transactions  of  men;  than  if 
an  individual,  having  great  and  interesting  concerns,  found 
it  necessary  to  appoint  two  agents  to  manage  those  con- 
cerns, as  guards  and  checks  against  the  dishonesty  or  the 
defective  judgment  of  the  one,  would  he  appoint  two 
precisely  similar  in  their  feelings,  judgments,  motives,  and 
habits  1  Or,  if  wise,  would  he  not  select  men  possessing 
different  qualities,  that  thus  he  might  combine  everything 
essential  to  the  promotion  and  preservation  of  his  own  in- 
terestsi  If  the  agents  were  exactly  alike,  moved  by 
the  same  impulses,  having  an  identity  of  qualifications,  in 
effect  he  would  have  but  one  agent,  and  his  precaution  of 
checks  would  be  nugatory^ 

^^In  my  judgment,  sir,  there  are  other  and  mightier  con- 
^derations  still,  in  favor  of  the  proposition  which  I  have 
tttbmiited      From  the  vast  extent  of  this  state,  from  the 
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•fSertility  dF  its  soil,  and  the  salubrity  of  its  climate,  we  are 
destined  under  a  free  and  wise  government,  to  increase^a 
a  ratio  incalculable.    This  state,  within  a  century,  must 
contain  a  population  of  many  millions.    Are  we  amend- 
ing our  constitution  to  last  our  own  Htcs  only  t    Are  we 
establishing  fundamental  principles  for  this  and  the  next 
generation  only  1    No,  sir.     If  we  are  wise,  we  must 
take  a  prospective  view  and  we  must  endeavor,  as  far  as 
humanity  will  allow,  to  impress  on  our  doings  the  seal  oi 
immortality.     We   must  fashion  our  constitution  to  suit 
the  present  and  future  times.     In  this  view,  as  we  have 
repeatedly  been  admonished  upon  this  floor,  we  must  con* 
template,  that  the  condition  of  the  community  will  change; 
that  other   interests  will  spring  up;  that  we  are  to  be- 
come a  manufacturing  state;  that  commerce  and  the  me* 
chanical  arts  will  be  widely  and  extensively  established. 
At  present  the   agricultural    interest  predominates;  but 
who  can  foresee,  that  in  process  of  time,  it  will  not  be* 
come  the  minor  body  1    And  what  is  there  to  protect  the 
landed  interests  of  the  state,  the  cultivators  of  the  soil, 
if  the  wide  and  broad  proposition  on  your  table  be  adopted; 
admitting  the  whole  mass  of  the  adult  male  population 
of  the  state  to  vote  not  only  for  governor  and  lieutenant- 
governor,  and  assembly,  but  senators  also  1     He   would 
venture  to  predict,  that  the  landed  interests  of  the  state 
will  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  other  combined  interests;  and 
thus  all  the  public  burthens  may  be  thrown  on  the  landed 
property  of  the  state. 

^  It  may  be  said  that  the  smallness  of  the  number,  and 
the  duration  of  the  office  of  senators  for  four  years,  will 
give  the  requisite  dissimilarity  between  the  two  branches, 
and  thus  obviate  the  necessity  of  a  distinction  in  the  quali- 
fication of  the  electors.  This  he  conceived  to  be  a  mis- 
take. The  duration  of  the  ofBce  may  make  the  senators 
somewhat  more  independent,  but  it  can  neither  alter  nor 
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ciiangethe  identity  or  th€;ir  composition;  and  tbesi9aUn«» 
off  tUe  number  can  have  no  Qtber  effect  th^  t^o  prompte 
a^  inore  familiar  discutssion. 

**  Howerer.  subiiiviiled  the  legislatiire  may  be  in  Us^sevc* 

.  ral  J)ran<:heS|  if  it  be  composed  pf  persons  ei^actly  similar 
in  .q^ialifis^ationS)  i^id  be  elected  by  persons  having  the 
same  qualifiii^ations,  it  will  be  virtually  one  and  the  same 
body.  Put  one  body  in  an  upper  house^  the  other  in,  a 
lower  House;  call  one  lords,  the  other  commons,  it  avails 
nothing;  tbey  are  but  one  body,  possessing  the  same  feel- 
ings, the  sa^e  sympathies,  and  the  same  objects.  It  wJM 
a  conviction  of  this  immutable  truth,  which  led  the  fra 
mers  of  our  constitution  to  establish  a  difference  in  t|ie 
qualification  of  the  electors;  and  I  may  confidently  appejal 
to  the   intelligence  of  this  convention,  that  hitherto  its 

^operation  has  not  been  injurious  to  the  interests  of  socie.ty; 

.  on  the  contrary,  we  have  lived  securely,  we  have  enjoyed 
every  protection,  and,  we  have  prospered  beyond  example. 
'^  L<t  me  ask,  sir,  whether  this  great,  this  radical,  this 
fundamental  change,  which  goes  to  break  down  a  barrier 
of  our  constitution,  has  been  demanded  by  the  sober  sense 
of  this  community  ?  I  again  say,  ihat  I  have  no  knowl- 
edge of  any  disposition  existing  to  any  considerable  extent, 
to  make  this  deep,  and,  as  I  firmly  believe,  dangerous  in- 
novation. 

*'  Is  it  desirable  that  we  should  remove  the  safeguards  of 
properly,  and  ilestroy  the  incentive  to  acquire  it,  by  ren- 
deri!ig  ii  insecure  T  By  removing  these  guards,  we  repress 
industry,  frugality,  temperance,  and  all  those  exertions  to 
the  acquisition  of  landed  property,  which  make  good  citi- 
zens. Are  we  jealous  of  property,  that  we  should  leave 
it  unprotected  1  To  the  beneficence  and  liberality  of 
thost^  who  have  property,  we  owe  all  the  embellishmentft 
and  the  comforts  and  bfessings  of  lifip.  Who  build  our 
churches,  who  erect  our  hospitals^  who  raise  our  school 


,)MHwesf  Tbofe  who  h»ye  pjpoperty.  And  are  tkey  not 
.fniitled  to  the  regard  and  foateriog  proteciioQ4>f  oar  lavs 
aad  constitution  1  Let  me  not  be  suspected  of.  a  disposi* 
tiosb  to  infringe  ,or  curtail  the  righta  of  any  portion  of  the 
^oaunttoitj«  I  would  impart  the  right  of  electing  the 
assembly,  the  most  numerous  branch  of  legiahition)  to 
every  man  whom  we  beUeve  will  cKercise  the  right  with 
independeni^e  and  int^rity;  and  thus  the  righta  of  every 
portion  of  the  people  will  be  protected.  I  have  said,  on 
'%  former  oceaaion,  that  the  rule  ^dppted  must  necessarily 
be  a  general  rule;  but  let  us  take  care,  whilst  we  aomi* 
'Hally  give  the  right  of  yoting  to  a  particular  deacription 
of  oar  citizens,  that  we  do  not  in  reality  give  it  to  thmx 
employers.  The  man  who  feeds,  clothes,  aad  lodges  aa- 
4>thert  baa  a  real  and. absolute  control  over  bis  wUl.  Say 
what  we  may,  the  man  who  is  dependant  on  another  for. 
Jiis  subsistence,  is  not  an  independent  man,  and  he  will 
vote  in  subservience  to  his  dictation.  Let  ua,  then,  take 
•  aare,  whilst  we  abominate  aristocracy,  that  we  do  not 
actuall)  organize  it,  by  giving  to  the  rich  an  undue  influ- 
ioce,  and  by  creating  venal  votes  to  be  bought, 

^'  Here  it  would  be  profitable  to  look  to  that  country 
from  which  most  of  us  are  derived;  I  mean  England. 
Independently  of  the  rotten  'burroughs,  which  send  fifty 
or  sixty  members  to  parliament,  and  which  are  owned  by 
individuals,  there  are  districts  containing  from  one  hun- 
.dred  to  five  hundred  electors,  and  sending  upwards  of  one 
hundred  members  to  the  house  of  commons,  who  noto- 
riously and  publicly  buy  their  seats,  by  diiferent  modes 
of  corruption  and  bribery.  In  some  places  the  electors 
have  long  been  habituated  unblushingly  to  receive  for 
their  votes  a  fixed  anti  standard  price.  In  others,  it  is 
managed  with  more  decency;  but  the  corruption  is  gross 
and  palpable;  and  who  has  not  heard,  an<l  read,  of  the 
tumults,  the  riois,  the  mobs,  a^cl  the  murders  attending 
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their  tieetioiis  7  At  no  very  remote  period^  when  luxury 
and  Tice  shall  have  extended  their  empire  among  us,  as 
they  assuredly  vill,  may  we  not  expect,  if  we  admit  the 
mass  of  our  adult  male  population  to  vote  for  every 
branch  of  the  government,  to  see  these  disgusting  scenes 
acted  among  us  1 

^^  Ought  not  these  considerations  to  induce  us  as  wise 
men,  to  endeavor  to  preserve  to  the  landed  interest  of  the 
country  one  branch  of  the  legislature,  by  adhering  to  the 
principles  established  by  our  fathers,  and  sanctified  by 
experience  1 

^  Mr.  S.  said  he  was  aware  that  he  might  be  misunder- ' 
stood  and  misrepresented;  for  this  he  had  no  anxiety;  he 
had  endeavored  to  act  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  best 
judgment,  and  he  had  the  approval  of  his  conscience. 
We  had  a  record,  and  on  that  imperishable  evidence  he 
should  be  willing  to  transmit  to  future  ages  bis  vote  on 
this  solemn  and  important  occasion." 

^^  Chancellor  Kent.  1  am  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
which  has  been  submitted  by  my  honorable  colleague  from 
Albany;  and  I  must  beg  leave  to  trespass  for  a  few  mo* 
ments  upon  the  patience  of  the  committee,  while  I  state 
the  reasons  which  have  induced  me  to  wish  that  the  senate 
should  continue,  as  heretoibre,  the  representative  of  the 
landed  interest*  and  exempted  from  the  control  of  univer- 
sal suffrage.  I  hope  what  I  may  have  to  say  will  be 
kindly  received,  for  it  will  be  well  intended.  But,  if  I 
thought  otherwise,  I  should  still  prefer  to  hazard  the  loss 
of  the  little  popularity  which  I  might  have  in  this  hous^, 
or  out  of  it,  than  to  hazard  the  loss  of  the  approbation  of 
my  own  conscience. 

"  I  have  reflected  upon  the  report  of  the  select  commit- 
tee with  attention  and  with  anxiety.  We  appear  to  be  dis- 
regarding the  principles  of  the  constitution^under  which  we 
have  so  long  and  so  happily  lived,  and  to  be  changing  some 
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^  itf  esBential  iMtitutkMMi.  I  cann«t  bottldiik  that  Ikecwv 
tideraie  men  who  have. studied  the  hbta^  of  repablict^Of 
are  read  in  leflsoiu  of  experience^  must)  look  vith  concern 
upon  our  apparent  dispoaition  to  vibrate  from  a  well  bat 
aniced-goTamment  to  the  exftrefnea  of  the  democratic  doo* 
irines.  Such  a  broad  proposition  aa  thi^  contained  in  Ihi 
report,  at  the  distanceof  ten  yeacs  pasty  would  have  struck 
the  public  mind  with  astonishment  aad.terron  Sa  rapid 
has  been  the  career  of  our  iribratloa.      ^  < 

'  *'  Let  ua  recall  our  atbention,  for  a  moment  to  our  pail 
history. 

^  This  state  has  existed  for  forty-»foi|r  years  under  oav 
present  constitution^  whick  was  formed. by  those  illuatrioas 
sages  and  patriots  who  adorned  the  veyolution.  It  hak 
wonderfully  fulfilled  all  the  great  enda  of  civil  government 
•During-  that  long  period  we  have  enjogned  in  an  emineail 
.degree  the  blessings  of  civil  and  religious  liberty.  Wa 
have  had  our  liveS)  our  privileges,  and  .our  property,  pr«^ 
teqted.  We  have  had  a  succession  of  wise  and  temperate 
legislatures.  The  code  of  our  statute  law  has  been  again 
and  again  revised  and  corrected,  and  it  may  proudly  bear 
a  comparison  with  that  of  any  other  people.  We  have 
had,  during  that  period,  (though  I  am,  perhaps,  not  the 
Attest  person  to  say  it,)  a  regular,  stable^  honest,  and  tm- 
lightened  administration  of  justice^  All  the  peaceabia 
pursuits  of  industry,  and  all  the  impartant  mtercats  of 
education  and  science^  have  been  fostered  and  encouraged* 
We  have  trebled  our  numbers  within  the  last  twenty-five 
years,  have  displayed'  mighty  resources,  and  have  made 
unexampled  progress  in  the  career  of  prosperity  aatf 
greatness. 

<'  Our  financial  credit  stands  at  an  enviable  haght;  an4 
we  are  now  successfully  engaged  in  connecting  the  great 
takee  with  the  ocean  by  stupendous  canals,  which  excita 

C  . 
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Iktailniration  of  our  iic%U>oirS)  and  wilt  nake  «  cmupicu* 
was  figure  even  upoa  the  m^p  of  the  Untied  States^ 
'  ^Tliese  are  some  of  the  fmits  of  oiar  prasent  gOTerm 
fliient;  aud  jet  we  eeem  to  be  dieaatisfied  with  our  cQpdi* 
lioDiand  we  are  engaged  in  the  bold  and  hasardona  expo* 
MacBt  of  remodelliDg  the  conatitution*  la  H  not  fit  and 
itaefeel — I  apeak  aa  to  wine  men-^a  it  net  fit  and  prayer 
Abaft  we.  should  pauae  in  our  eareer^  and  refleel  well  on  the 
immensity  of  the  innovation  in  contemplation  1  DiacoBr 
tait  HI  kbe  midst  of  ap  much  pffoaperity,  and  with  snch 
abundant  means  of  happiness,  looks  like  ingratitude^  and 
«a  if  we  were  disposed  to  arraign  tbe  goodness  of  Provi 
^knee.  Do  we  not  expose  ourselves  to  the  danger  of 
Mug  deprived  of  the  blessings  we  have  enjoyed  1 — Wheu 
the  husbandman  has  gathered  in  his  harvest^and  has  filled 
Mb  bama  and  his  granariea  with  tbe  fruita  of  his  industry^ 
if  he  .Aould  then  become  discontented  and  uttthankfulf 
would  he  not  have  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  Lord  of 
the  harvest  might  come  in  his  wrath,  and  with  his  ligb^ 
ning  deatroy  ihem  1 

^  The  senate  has  hitherto  been  elected  by  the  fiKrdieaa 
of  the  state — ^by  the  free  and  independent  lorda  of  tbe 
soil — ^worth  at  least  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollara  in  free- 
hold estate,  over  and  above  all  debts  charged  thereoau 
Tbe  governor  has  been  chosen  by  tbe  same  electors,  and 
we  have  hitherto  elected  citizens  of  elevated  rank  and 
character.  Our  assembly  has  been  chosen  by  freeholticfii 
possessing  a  freehold  of  the  value  of  fifty  dollars,  or  by 
|ienions  renting  a  tenement  of  the  yearly  value  of  five 
dollars,  and  who  have  been  rated  and  actually  paid  taxea 
to  the  state.  By  the  report  before  us  we  propose  to  an* 
iithilate^  at  one  stroke,  all  those  property  diatinctioos,  and 
to,  bow  before  the  idol  of  universal  suffrage.  That  ex- 
treme democratic  principle,  when  applied  to  tbe  le^ialatiiFa 
and  executive  deparlmenis  of  government,  baa  been  ro- 


girMI  ^tfUhimforhj  At  vri^e  mat  «i  tmry  tgv,  beemm 
in  6Ycry  EuropeBB  republic^  aiieiral  and  -Moikni,  in  wlii«ii 
k  iuic  been  tiiedyit  bag  tenaiiiateil  ^6maAtmam\jj  Md  beta 
yf^Qctive  ef  ctrroptitn,  mjuitiot,  i^iolMict,  imd  tyrtmvf. 
Jkmi  Aift  wt  flatter  miiteWta  Ibail  wrart  a  peevliar  pet** 
pie,  who  can  run  the  career  of  history  tKcnapled  from  tb^ 
fWVrioAa  which  hart  <UsttirbeA  and  %mfuptM  Ibe  rest  of 
manbind  1  If  we  are  like  othev  meet  of  men,  with  siari 
lar  folliea  and  Tteea,  then  I  i;»eaMy  fear  that  aur  potteriiy 
trill  have  reason  ^  deplore  i«  tatkttftl^  Md  ashes,  lbs 
Miwian  t>f  the  Awf. 

^It  b  not  mypufptte  at  pretext  <•  interfbre  with  tha 
•i^iort  of  the  committee,  so  far  a«  rssptds  the  quaiifiua^ 
4itmi  of  eleetora  for  govemtr  and  attmbensaf  assembly^ 
I  shall  feet  grateful  if  we  may  be  ptrmitted  t»  wtain  the 
ttobilily  and  security  ^  a  tcnete,  bttttOMd  upon  tha  fratr 
bold  property  of  tile  tiatt.  Such  a  body,  s*  conabitattd^ 
may  prove  a  sbett  anobor  aoiidst  the  fiilnre  factions  ta4 
fUnnt  of  the  republic.  >  Tbt  ^rtat  leading  Md  govemiag 
imerest  of  this  state,  is,  at  present,  tbo  agricultural;  and 
tidlat  madness  would  it  be  to  commit  that  interett  to  the 
winds.  The  great  body  of  the  people  ant  now  ti»  owneia 
and  actual  cultivators  of  the  ami.  With  that  wholesoast 
population  we  aiways  expect  toAnd  moderation,  fryguKty, 
#n)er,  honesty,  and  a  due  sense  o<  indepcndenee,  liberty^ 
and  justice.  It  is  impossible  that  any  people  can  lost 
Ibetr  liberties  by  internal  fhmd  or  vialtnee,  so  long  as  tbt 
ttuntry  is  parcelled  oat  aasong  freeboldtrs  of  asoderatc 
possessions,  and  those  fretbdders  have  a  safe  and  efficient 
ttantral  in  the  affairs  of  government.  Their  habits,  sym^ 
patbies,  and  employments,  necessarily  inspire  them  with 
k  correct  spirit  of  freedom  and  justice;  Ibey  are  the  safest 
guardians  of  property  and  the  lawt;  We  cerraiaty  cannot 
ISfk  highly  appraciate  the  ralne  of  the  agricwttttral  interett  I 
It  is  (he  ^adatlen  of  national  ^wesdth  aad  power.    AiH 
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09fdiQg  to.  tbe  opiiiioa  of  her  ablest  poiHical  eoonomislsi 
4t  istbjB  surplus  produce  of  the  agriculture  of  Englamli 
.that  enables  her  to  support  her  vast  body  of  manufacturer^! 
JierfOKvnidable  fleets  and  armies,  and  the  crowds  of  per- 
sons engaged  in  the  libenJ  profession^  and  the  cultivatiivi 
fif  the.  various  arts*  . 

;  ^  l(oW|  Wy  I  wish  to  preserve  our  senate  as  the  repi^ 
seQt^tiv^of  the  landed  interest.  I  wish  those  who  have  an 
interest  in  the  soil),  to  retain  the  exclusive  possession  of  a 
branch  in  the  legislature^  as  a  stronghold  in  which  they 
may  find  safety  through  all  the  vicissitudes  which  ths 
itilte  nay.  be  destined,  in  the  course  of  Providence,  to 
eacperience.  I  wish  them  to  be  always  enabled  to  say  that 
their  freeholds  cannot  be  taxed  without  their  consent 
The  men  of  no  property,  together  with  the  crowds  of  de- 
pendants connected  with  great  manufapturing  and  com*" 
mercial  establishments,  and  the  motley  and  undefinable 
population  of  crowded  ports,  may,  perhaps,  at  some  future 
flay,  under  skilful  management,  predominate  in  the  as* 
aembjy;  and  yet  we  should  be  perfectly  safe  if  no  laws 
90uld  pass  without  the  free  consent  of  the  owners  of  the 
aoiK  That  security  we  at  pr<»ent  enjoy;  and  it  is  that 
security  which  I  wish  to  retain. 

.  ^'  The  apprehended  danger  from  the  experiment  of  unir 
yersal  suffrage  applied  to  the  whole  legislative  department| 
is  no  dream  of  the  imagination.  It  is.  too  mighty  an 
excitem^t  for  the  moral  constitution  of  men  to  endure. 
The  tend^cy  of  universal  suffrage,  is  to  jeopardize  the 
rights  of  properly,  and  the  principles  o(  liberty.  There 
is. a  constant  iendency  in  human  society,  and  the  history 
^f  eyeiy  age  proves  it — there  is  a  tendency  in  the  poor  to 
covet  and  to  share  the  plunder  of  the  rich;  in  the  debtor 
to  relax  or  avoid  the  obligation  Of  contract8;  in  the  majo^ 
rity  to  tyrannise  over  the  minority,  and  trample  down  their 
rights^  in  the  indolent  and  the  profligate^  to  cast  \h$ 


whole  burthens  o^  iipctety  upon  the  industrious  and  the 
Tirtuousj  and  ihpft  is  a  tendency  in  ambiiious  and  wicked 
men  to  inflame  these  cembustible  maierials.  It  requires  a 
▼igilant  government^  and  a  firm  administration  of  justice|> 
to  counteract  that  tendency.  Thou  shalt  not  covet;  thou 
sbalt  not  steal;  are  divine  injunctions  induced  by  this 
miserable  depravity  of  our  nature.  Who  can  undertake 
to  calculate  with  any  precision^  how  many  millions  of 
people  this  great  state  will  contain  in  the  course  of  this 
and  the  next  century;  and  who  can  estii^ate  the  future 
extent  and  magnitude  of  our  commercial  ports  1  -  The 
disproportion  between  the  men  of  property,  and  the  men 
of  no  property,  will  be  in  every  society  in  a  ratio  to  its 
commerce,  wealth,  and  population.  We  are  no  longer  to 
remain  plain  and  simple  republics  of  farmers,  like  the 
New-England  colonists,  or  the  Dutch  settlement^  on  the 
Hudson.  We  are  fast  becoming  a  great  nation,  with  great 
commerce,  manufactures,  population,  wealth,  luxuries,  and 
with  the  vices  and  miseries  that  they  engender.  One* 
seventh  of  the  population  of  the  city  of  Paris  at  this  day 
subsists  on  charity,  and  one-third  of  the  inhabitants  of 
that  city  die  in  the  hospitals;  what  would  become  of  such 
a  city  with  universal  suffrage  1  France  has  upwards  of 
four,  and  England  upwards  of  five  millions  of  manufactur- 
mg  and  commercial  laborers  without  property.  Could 
these  kingdoms  sustain  the  weight  of  universal  suffrage  t 
The  radicals  in  England,  with  the  force  of  that  mighty 
engine,  would  at  once  sweep  away  the  property,  the  laws,, 
and  the  liberties  of  that  island  like  a  deluge. 

"The  growth  of  the  city  of  New- York  is  enough  to 
fllartleand  awaken  those  who  are  pursuing  the  ignis  faiuiu 
of  tmiversal  suffrage. 

'<ln  1773    it  had      21,000  souls 

1801        «  60,000    do. 

1806        «  76,000     do. 

1820        ^        123,000    do. 
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^^It  IB  npidly  ^Welling  ihto  the  iiiii^ieMy  jn^pulatioB, 
nd  wHh  the  fmrdensdote  pfttiperism,  6(  an  European  ine* 
tfopdltt.  Ne^^Yofk  h  d^stitled  to  becoiDe  the  fiitute 
Loit^toti  of  Afaerit^ii}  Mid  iti  less  than  a  cetitiity,  that  cityi 
n^Hh  th6  6p^ratib^  df  trtfiv^rsal  fttAhige,  and  under  aldlfid 
directidhi  Will  gtfverii  th6  itate. 

^The  tiotiM  that  everjr  inliA  fh^t  wtniea  a  day  iMi  liM 
roady  or  aervei  ati  idte  hour  iA  the  miUtia,  ia  entitled  aaof 
right  to  an  eqnid  piirtidfMiiOfi  in  the  whole  poirer  at  thii 
gorernment,  is  tnoit  Unrfeatotkablei  lind  haa  no  foundation 
in  justice.  We  hftd  better  at  ohce  discard  froto  the  repoit 
such  a  nominal  test  of  merit.  If  stKth  persons  haire  mH 
equal  share  in  One  branch  of  the  legislature^  it  is  Sttrely  bA 
much  as  they  can  in  justice  or  poHcy  demand.  Society 
is  an  association  for  the  protection  of  property  as  well  as 
of  life;  and  Aie  individual  who  contribntes  only  one  cent 
to  the  common  sto^ik,  ought  not  to  have  the  same  power 
and  influence  in  directing  the  property  eoneems  Of  the 
partnership,  as  he  Who  contribntes  his  thousands.  He 
will  not  have  the  same  inducemeiits  to  care,  end  diligence^ 
and  fidelity.  His  inducements  and  his  temptation  Would 
be  to  divide  t|ie  Whole  capital  upon  the  principled  of  ail 
agfarian  law. 

**  Lit>erty,  righl!1ytiiidenEftoad,is  an  itiestimalyle  bleasingi 
but  liberty  withotit  Wisdotn,  and  withont  justice,  is  no 
better  than  a  wild  ahd  tovage  lieehtionsness.  The  danger 
whicih  We  have  hereafter  to  Apprehend,  is  not  the  want,  bnl 
the  abuse,  or  liberty.  VTe  hate  to  «ipprehend  the  opprei^ 
sion  of  minorities,  and  a  dtiApoaition  to  encroach  on  private 
right — to  disturb  chartered  privilegea-^and  to  weaken, 
degrade,  and  overawe  the  administration  of  justice;  we 
have  to  apprehend  the  establishment  of  unequal,  and  eoD* 
sequently,  unjust  systems  of  taxation,  and  all  the  mischiefs 
of  a  crude  and  mutable  legislation.  A  stable  senate,  eiD- 
empted  from  the  influenoeof  universal  suffrage,  will  pow- 
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AeA  becomes  tkm  more  necessary,  since  tUs  cettscDtiws 
kM  ahttady  deterssiMd  19  wkkdraw  tbe  watdifsd  «ye  af 
Ike  jaiKeial  4epartiBeart  from  the  passage  of  laws. 

^*  We  are  dcsliiied  to  beoosae  a  great  Maouiaotumig  aa 
mH  aa  ootasMTcial  state.  We  have  already  Bameroaa 
and  prosperous  factories  of  one  kind  or  anothery  and  aat 
aiaaier  capitalisi  wiA  his  one  hundfared  apprefttioes,  and 
jouiaeyaften,  and  agents,  and  dependanis,  will  bear  dowfei 
al  Abe  poUa  an  aqaal  number  of  farmers  of  small  eslataa  mk 
hia  yicuMtyi  who  cannot  safely  unite  <br  tbeir  oesiraMa 
defence*  Large  manufacturing  and  mecbanical  ealaUisb- 
BMttts  can  act  in  an  instant  with  tbe  unity  and  efficacy  at 
disciplined  troops.  It  is  agabst  siidi  coosbinatioM| 
among  others,  tint  I  tbipk  we  ought  to  gi^e  tbe  freeheM* 
•n,  or  those  who  have  interest  in  land,  one  bnusch  of  tbi 
Icpslalure  for  their  asylum  and  their  oomlbrt  Uniremal 
anftage  onoe  granted,  is  granted  forever^  and  aeirer  an 
be  veoaUcd.  There  is  no  retrograde  step  in  the  rear  of 
democracy.  However  mischievous  the  precedent  may  hi 
in  ils  cansequenees,  or  however  fatal  in  its  effects,  univer* 
sal  auffirage  never  can  be  recalled  or  checked,  but  by  tbe 
ilrength  of  tbe  bayonet.  We  stand,  tberefore,  this  mo^ 
menl,  on  tbe  brink  of  fate,  on  tbe  very  edge  of  the  preci* 
piee.  If  we  let  go  our  present  hold  on  tbe  senate,  w« 
eonmit  our  proudest  hopes  and  oinr  most  precious  ittlO' 
mats  to  the  waves. 

^  It  ought  further  to  be  observed,  that  the,  senate  ia# 
aourt  of  justice  in  the  last  resort,  it  is  the  last  deposit 
loty  of  public  and  private  rights;  of  civil  and  crimiwd 
jaslice.  This  gives  tbe  subject  an  awful  consideration^ 
and  wonderfully  increases  tbe  importance  of  securing 
Ibai  bouse  from  the  inroads  of  universal  suffrage.  Qm 
country  freeholders  are  exclusively  our  jurors  in  the  ad* 
BMnistraiion  of  justiceiaful  there  is  equal  reason  that  ufiM 
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int  tbotfe  who  bMocPBantcmst  .ia  iheMil,  tlMdd  JutM 
tnyooncem  b  the aotvpoiittoniof/thftt court  AsloogM 
die  senate  is  safe^ijustiee  ia  aafei  property  is  safe,  and  ouD 
liberties  are  safey  JButwhen  the  wisdoni|  the  integrity, 
Md  the  independence  of  that  court. is  lost,  we  maybe 
eertaia  that  the  fteedom  and  happiness  of  the  state  are  .fled 
Ipreven  i  i.)  ' 

'  ^I  hope,  sir,  we  AM  not  carry  desolation  throughratt 
the  departments  of  the  labric  erected  by  our  falhers.<  ;  I 
hope  we  shall  not-  put^  forward  to  the  world,  such  a  new 
constitution  as  wall  meet  with  the  scorn  of  the  wise  and 
Ike  tears  of  the  ]^ntnot.'<^ 

^'Oen.  Root  li'rejoice  that  this  proposition  has  prs- 
fented  itself  distinctly  toihe  committee,  and  hope  that  its 
rejection  may  beihad  'in  a  plain  and  unequivocal  manner^ 
It  divides  itself  (into  4wo  brancbes.-**-lst.  Whether  the 
•eaate  and  assemMy  ought  to  be  elected  by  different  per^ 
sons,  so  as  to  possess  genius  and  feelings  hostile  to  each 
Oth^;  and,  2dlyvi  Whether  it  is  properly  provided  for  by 
the  amendment  Ik&t  is  now  proposed. 

''That  these  two  branches  should  be  so  organized  as  to 
possess  different  genius,  the  honorable  gentleman  froaa 
Albany,  (Mr.  Spencer,)  has  referred  to  the  writings  o€ 
illustrious  statesmen  to  prove.  I  have  no  objection  to 
hear  eulogies  upon  departed  statesmen  and  illustrious 
individuals.  But  however  justly  those  eulogies  may  be 
pronounced  in  respect  to  persona]  worth,  I  do  not  feel  that 
file  people  of  this  state  are  to  regard  their  opinions  with 
the  reverence  due  to  holy  writ.  I  am  not  disposed  to 
detract  from  the  merits  of  the  illustrious  Hamilton.  But 
I  do  desire  that  we  may  not  be  carried  away  by  specula- 
lions,  merely  because  they  wereadvanced  by  eminent  men. 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  and  William  Pitt  the  younger,  were 
great  and  illustrious  men;  but  we  all  know  that  their  doe* 
Irines  were  hostile  to  liberty,  and  however  suitable  for  a 
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■Kmarchical  goveniment,  were  not  at  all  calculated  for  a 
republican  or  democratic  people.  And  if  Mr.  Hamilton 
liad  entertained  the  views  that  now  animate  the  people  of 
this  state)  would  he  have  proposed  in  the  Convention  of 
the  United  States^  that  the  governors  of  the  several  states 
theuld  all  be  ^>poinied  by  the  supreme  executive  1  Sir, 
I  very  well  remember  that  when  I  had  the  honor  to  think 
and  act  on  political  subjects  with  the  gentleman  from  Al- 
bany, although  we  respected  the  character  and  talents  of 
Mr.  Hamilton,  neither  of  us  respected  his  political  opin- 
ions or  his  writings. 

^'  But  why  must  the  two  branches  of  the  legislature  be 
composed  of  different  genius  and  heterogeneous  materialsl 
To  constitute  a  sufficient  check,  says  the  gentleman :--rand 
so,  for  this  purpose,  it  must  consist  of  discordant  eiementsi 
Is  this  the  way  that  government  should  be  constituted  1 
That  the  different  branches,  instead  of  harmonious  move- 
ment, should  be  set  in  hostile  array  against  each  other  1 
Tlie  honorable  gentleman  has  adverted  to  the  case  of  an 
individual  employing  two  agents  for  the  transaction  of  his 
business.  Sir,  I-want  no  better  example  to  illustrate  my 
views  6f  the  subject,  and  to  deduce  a  consequence  directly 
the  reverse  of  that  which  he  has  drawn.  Were  I  that 
individual,  I  would  choose  men  who  might  act  in  unison, 
and  counsel  each  other  upon  the  subject  matter  of  their 
agency.  If  they  possessed  different  tempers— opposite 
opinions,  and  hostile  feelings,  could  1  expect  that  the 
agency  would  be  well  managed? — Would  not  my  inte- 
rests be  lost  sight  <of,  in  their  distractions  and  animositiesl 
What  government  ever  sent  two  ministers  to  negotiate  a 
treaty,  and  selected  them  for  their  known  hostility  to  each 
dthert 

^  I  agree  that  in  a  monarchical  government,  where  little 
liberty  is  Jeft  tO'  the  peo|>le,  it  is  necessary  to  have  such 
checks  as  gentlemen   have  desciibed.     In  such  govern*' 
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nefltg  Iber*  ^«  different  wriers^  as  lordg  and  comniiHit  is 
ficfegiand]  difierent  edatetj  as  in  the  diets  of  Sweden,  Des* 
nark,  and  Qennanj.  But  the  necessity  in  ^ose  govern* 
■lents  bears  no  analogy  to  ours.  We  hay«  co  dttSferenl 
estates,  having  diffisrent  interestsi  necessary  to  be  gnarded 
from  encroachment  by  the  watchful  eye  of  jealousy.  Wt 
are  all  of  the  same  eslaite — all  commoners^  nor,  until  wd 
have  fixivileged  orders,  and  aristocxatic  estates  to  dofeshdy 
ean  this  argument  apply. 

^^  But  it  is  urged  that  this  different  genius  of  the  senali 
is  necessary  to  protect  the  landed  interest: — ^to  prevent 
the  mob,  the  rabble,  or  the  radicals^  as  they  wodd  be 
sailed  in  England,  from  laying  a  tax  on  the  lands  of  Aho 
richf  and  not  on  their  own — when  gentlemen  say  thcjr 
have  got  none  I    This  argument  destroys  itself. 

^^But  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Albany,  (Ms* 
&y[>enoer,)  is  apprehennve  that  we  shall  encourage  aristo** 
sraciy  by  eoablii^  the  manufacturer  to  control  the  toIoi 
of  the  hundred  men  he  employs.  The  argument  i»— y«i 
must  raise  up  and  protect  aristocracy  in  the  senate — for 
what  purpose  1  To  avoid  aristocracy  !  But  does  the 
gentleman  suppose  that  this  powerful  manufacturer  is  net 
coiioected  with  the  landed  interest  1  Is  not  the  manufac- 
tory itself  real  estate  1  And  will  he  be  disposed  to  break 
down  real  estate,  who  has  such  a  powerful  interest  l» 
support  it  1 

'^But  another  honorable  gentleman^  (Mr.  Kent,)  has 
said,  that  the  senate  must  be  preserved,  because  it  is  ous 
dernier  resort  as  a  court  of  justice.  It  must  be  proteeted| 
to  preserve  the  judiciary  from  fEiIling  a  sacrifice  to  those 
whose  pursuits  are  commerce  and  manufactures.  But  witt 
not  these  classes  feel  as  strong  an  interest  in  sustaining 
them,  as  the  farmer  back  in  the  woods  1  Have  they  not 
more  frequent  occasion  to  resort  to  them  for  the  protection 
of  their  rights  1 
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**  hk  relMioB  lo  the  seconci  branoh  or  inquiry)  it  seems 
to  be  admitted^  that  heretofore  the  setitlei  although  elected 
bf  firetfhoMerat  kw  not  possessed  a  siiperiorttjri  in  aoy  ro* 
speot^  over  4he  other  braodi  of  the  legisbiture;  but  the 
faaib  it  laid  on  tbe  size  of  the  four  grent  districts;  and 
iMMT  4hat  ^  Mate  is  to  be  divided  ioto  seventeen  senato* 
ri*l  distiM^)  fitclion  will  hide  ils  bated  bead.  I  agree, 
sbf  that  the  time  has  been,  tbat  senalore  in  tbe  western 
diahrlol  may  AtKV$  derived  their  aomination  from  the  city 
ofAlbafty. 

<^By  the  fJaft  that  m  now  offered|  freeholders,  tfaoar 
h%ving  a  elear,  equitable  right  of  tbe  valae  of  two  bimdred 
and  fifty  dollars,  are  to  be  allowed  to  vote  for  senators. 
Sow  are  the  qualifications  of  these  equiiabUfrBeholdersj 
as  4bey  have  been  nicknamed|  to  be  ascertamed  1  Shall 
it  be  referred  to  their  own  oaths  1  This  is  a  <iangenoaa 
tassptatian  to  perjury,  and  the  honorable  ssemher,  (Mr* 
f  jMMser,)  has  asore  than  once  opposed  any  provision  tbat 
sbomld  allow  a  man  to  qoalify  himself  by  his  own  oath. 
Sbail  tl:  then  be  determined  by  tbe  chancellor  t  Sir,  I  am 
not  yK  prepared  to  refer  to  that,  or  any  other  ofltcer, 
hoi^ver  reapecUible,  the  power  to  control  and  detevmioa 
the  suffrages  of  the  people. 

^*  I  admit|  that  such  persons  should  be  enabled  to  vole 
for  aenatorsj  bat  I  am  not  willing  that  they  sbonld  wade 
tbfoai^h  uacertainty,  if  not  perjury,  to  attain  it« 

<<The  balance  o<'  the  ditf^aU  branches  of  the  govern* 
BN»t  has  been  a  theme  of  warm  admiration.  It  has  been 
libened  to  a  beaulifiil  pyramid,  of  which  the  king  was  tbe 
spcx,  the  people  the  base,  and  the  aristocracy  in  the  een* 
tre^  that  is,  between  the  head  and  the  tail.  I  am  not  dis* 
posed  to  carry  my  admiration  so  far  as  to  place  the  peo* 
ple'a  governor  at  tbe  top,  tbe  people's  legislature  at  the 
bottom,  and  an  aristocratic  senate,  between  two  firv.«,  in 
.he  middle.    Howevei  pleasant  the  theory  may  be,  it  ia^ 
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incompatible  with  the  genios  of  our  goternment.  These 
powerful  checks  may  be  necessary  between  different  fami* 
lies,  possessing  adverse  interests,  but  can  never  be  salutary 
among  brothers  of  the  same  family,  whose  interests  are 
similar.  Look  at  past  experience.  Has  not  the  senate, 
although  elected  by  freeholders,  been  as  d«nocratic  as  the 
other  branch  1  Give  them  a  longer  term  of  service,  which 
will  enable  them  to  quell  any  mad  passions  that  may  be 
excited  in  the  popular  branch;  and  their  fewer  numbers  ' 
will  enable  them  more  easily  to  correct  any  hasty  and 
unadvised  legislation  of  the  assembly;  and  these  are  the 
only  wholesome  and  necessary  checks  that  the  nature  of 
our  government  requires." 

^'Mr«  P.  R.  Livingston  had  hoped,  that  the  subject 
would  not  pass  the  convention  without  a  more  thorough 
examtnatioiu  As  a  member  of  the  select  committee  he 
had  acquiesced  in  the  report,  and  had  not  yet  been  con* 
vinced  that  the  positions  they  had  taken  were  erroneous^ 

'^  He  was  well  persuaded,  that  every  member  of  the 
convention  was  a  friend  to  property,  and  to  the  landed 
interest.  But  he  thought  that  the  views  of  some  gentle- 
men, if  adopted,  were  not  calculated  to  advance  the  cause 
of  civil  liberty. 

^  Allusions  had  been  made  to  the  formation  of  the  con- 
stitution under  which  we  live;  and  what  was  the  first  fea* 
ture  in  our  remonstrance  against  the  usurpations  of  Britaini 
Was  it  not  that  taxation  and  representation  were  recipro- 
cal; and  that  no  imposition  could  be  laid  upon  us  without 
our  consent  t  Was  it  the  paltry  tax  on  tea  that  led  to  the 
revolution  1  No,  sir;  it  was  the  prmctp/e,  for  which  we 
contended:  and  the  same  principle,  in  my  judgment,  re- 
quires a  rejection  of  the  proposition  now  on  your  table. 
But  we  are  asked,  what  evidence  we  have  that  the  people 
want  this  extension  of  suffrage  1  Sir,  seventy-four  thou- 
«nd  witnesses  testified,  last  spring,  that  they  wanted  it 
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lieetiiigt  and  resolutionti,  potilic  prints;  and  conTeiiation 
buTe  Qnited  to  require  it*    ^  '  r   « 

^  It  is  concludedy  faowerer,  that  the  measure  proposed 
by  the  original  amendment  jeopai^dizeg  the^landed  interest. 
Sir^  it  is  the  landed  interest,  in  common  with  others,  that 
Iiaye  dtoanded  this  measure  at  otir  hands:  and  will  they 
resort  to  projects  whichr  are  calculated  to  injure  ourselvest 
fVanee  has  been  alluded  to.  The  French  revolution,  sir, 
1hi8  pi^diiced  iiicalculable  blessings  to  that  country.  Be- 
ibre  tilat  revolution  one-third  of  the  property  of  the  Icings 
dctm  was  in  the  hands  of  the  clergy;  the  rest  in  the  hands 
of  the  nobility.  Whbre  the  interest  of  6ne  individual  has 
been  sacrificed,  the  interests  of  thousands  have  been  pro- 
moted. After  dining  with  that  friend  of  universal  liberty, 
the  patriotic  La  Fayette,  he  once  invited  me  to  a  walk 
upon  the  top  of  his  house,  that  commanded  a  view  of  all 
the  surrounding  country.  Before  the  reTolution,isaid  he, 
til  the  farms  and  hamlets  you  can  see  were  mine.  I  am 
now  reduced  to  a  thousand  acres,  and  I  exult  in  the  dimi- 
nution, since  the  happiness  of  others  is  [promoted  by  par- 
ticipation. 

'^  This,  sir,  is  the  language  of  true  patriotism;  the  lan- 
guage of  onfe  whose  heart,  larger  than  his  possessions, 
embraced  the  whole  fiimily  of  man  in  the  circuit  of  its 
beneficence.  And  shall  we,  with  less  ample  domains, 
refuse  to  our  poorer  neighbors  the  common  privileges  of 
freemen  t 

'  '^But,  sir,  we  are  told  and  warned  of  the  rotten  bo- 
roughs ot  England.  By  whom  are  they  owned  1  By 
men  of  wealth.  They  confer  the  right  of  representation 
en  the  few,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  many.  They  are 
always  found  in  the  views  of  the  monarch;  and  while 
aristocracy  is  supported  by  the  house  of  lords,  the  house 
of  commons  is  borne  down  by  the  boroughs. 
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^'  It  if  smi]  tbet  w^th  builds  our  chwnimBj,  i 
our  schools^  endows  our  rol  le^ea,  ami  erects  our  baspilvkl. 
But  have  tbese  insiUutioos  been  raisisd  wtUMwt  the  hand 
ef  bbor  1  N«,  sir;  and  ii  is  the  same  hand  that  has  Ifii- 
elled  the  sturdy  oak^  the  lofty  pine,  awl  the  towerisf; 
hemlock,  fmd  subilued  your  forests  to  a  garden.  It  is  Mt 
the  fact,  in  this  rauntry,  that  money  conirets  laborj  bvt 
labor  controls  money.  When  the  farmier  eradica  bis 
wheat  anti  harvests  his  hay,  he  does  no4  find  the  tabdPMr 
on  bis  knees  before  him  at  the  close  of  the  day,  salicttoas 
for  further  employment;  but  it  is  the  farmer  who  Ukm 
0ff  his  hat,  paya  him  his  wages,  and  requests  his  return  on 
the  morrow. 

^*  Apprehensions  are  professed  to  be  enterteined,  ttmt 
the  merchant  and  manufarturer  will  combine  to  the  preju- 
dire  of  the  lanileil  interest.  £ut  is  not  agriculture  tN 
legitimate  support  of  boih  t  And  do  gpalleaften  realljr 
pippose  that  they  will  madly  combine  to  destroy  ihcas 
selves  1  If  the  title  to  land  eonti-tbuied  to  the  elevatiiA 
of  the  mind,  or  if  it  gave  stability  to  independence,  «r 
added  wisdom  to  virtue,  there  might  be  gooil  reason  f(Nr 
proportioning  th«*  right  of  suffrage  to  the  acres  of  soil. 
But  experience  has  shewn  that  property  forms  not  the 
S4'ale  of  worth,  and  that  character  does  not  spring  from 
the  ground.  It  seems,  indfed^to  be  thought,  th»t  poverty 
and  vice  are  idt>nti(ie«l.  But  look  to  the  higher  classes  of 
society.  Do  you  not  ortcn  discover  the  grossest  abuse  of 
wealth  1  Look  to  the  republics  of  Greece.  ,  They  were 
all  destroyed  by  the  wealth  oi'  the  aristocracy  hewing 
down  the  people. 

"And  how  were  the  victories  of  Greece  achieved  in  kor 
better  days  7  By  the  militia.  How  were  the  liberties  of 
Koine  sustained  1  By  her  militia.  How  were  they  lostt 
By  her  st:indln<j:  nruiits.  How  have  we  been  earrieil 
triumphantly  through  two  wars  ?     By  the  miliiia — by  the 


ir«ry  men  whom  k  is  dow  tougfat  io  depriTe  of  the  inesti- 
mMm  prmlege  of  freesitiu  And  whom  do  7«b  find  in 
your  nrmct  b  time  of  war  t  The  miser  t  Tlie  moneyed 
fibyWck  f  Tke  speeulalor  1  Ko,  Mr;  it  »  tlie  poor  and 
fcwdy  ftoldicr  wImi  spilU  kis  blood  in  defence  of  kia  ooiin- 
Iry;  tbe  -retavaii  to  whom  you  allow  the  privilege  to  fight, 
fatt  nai  te  role.  If  there  is  value  in  tbe  right  of  suffhrgei 
«v  reiianoe  to  be  placed  upon  our  fellow'citiscns  in  tkne 
ef  war,  where,  I  ask^  is  the  jnstice  of  withholding  that 
Hgbt  in  times  of  pease  and  safety  t" 

Aidge  Radeliff,  MesMrs.  Tompkins,  LivtngstMi,Oramer, 
Boel,  Rosa,  Van  Baren  and  Young  argued  ably  in  ftivor 
Ihe  rqiert  of  the  committee;  and  among  the  most  cKstio- 
fniab^  of  those  who  opposed  it,  were  Judge  Van  Ness, 
Mr.  E.  Williams  and  Mr.  Van  Verhten.  The^  gentle- 
ven^attd  especially  Mr.  V.  V.,  discussed  the  question 
with  gresit  ingenuity  and  talent. 

Mr.  Yoang  spoke  last  in  support  of  dM  report,  when 
Ihe  subject  was  in  fact  exhausted;  and  lie  very  properly 
mutaiied  his  remarks,  and  did  not  enter  into  a  general 
examination  of  the  questions  which  had  then  been  so  fully 
AscassetL  But  Mr.  Van  Buren's  speech,  if  I  may  be 
^nnttted  to  express  an  opinion,  was  greatly  superior  to 
any  oiher  which  was  made  on  that  vitally  important  ques- 
tion. There  was  nothing  in  it  of  clap-trap  and  party 
slang:  it  was  a  dignified,  philosophical,  and  statesman- 
like view  of  the  subject:  logical  and  eloquent.  The  prin- 
tipal  part  of  this  speech,  as  reported  by  Col.  Stone,  who 
was  by  no  means  partial  to  the  orator,  will  be  found  in 
Ihe  proceedings  of  the  convention,  (p.  256,  265,)  and  in 
UUUmJfs  Life  of  Van  Buren^  p.  164.  If  Mr.  Van  Buren 
had  furnished  no  other  evidence  of  his  talents,  this  single 
engument  would  have  entitled  him  to  take  rank  among 
Ihe  most  shining  orators  and  able  statesmen  of  the  age. 
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The  strong  vote  of  one  hundred  to  niiieteeii  convinced 
the  opponents  of  the  extension  of  the  elective  franchise 
that  all  further  resistance  .wo4ld  be  vain'  and  useless. 

Attempts  were  m^de-  by  Qen.  Root^  and  others,  to  ex- 
tend the  right  of  ^ffrage  still  further  than  was  proposed 
by  the  select  committee.  This  was  opposed  by  Me^srSL 
Van  fiuren,  Duer,  Nelson,  Sutherland  and  others^  whA 
were  for  abolishing  the  freehold  qualification  of  votersu 
On  the  othi^r  band,  some  of  those  who  had  most  zealously 
resisted  any  extension — and  among  these  Mr.  Williams  of 
Columbia  was  very  prominent — seemed  inclined  to  sup- 
port Oen.  Root,  Gov.  Tompkins  and  Col.  Young,  in 
sanctioning  almost,  if  not  quite,  the  prinoiple  of  universal 
suffrage.  Mr.  Van  Buren  became  alarmed  at  this  course. 
He  believed  that  Mr.  Williams,  and  the  gentlemen  with 
whom  Mr.  W.  acted^were  desirous  of  defeating  all  alterations 
in  the  constitution,  and  he  suspected  th^  their  object  was 
to  encourage  Gen.  Root  and  his  friends,  to  push  their  nch 
tions  of  enlarging  the  right  of  suffrage  to  such  an  extent 
aa  would  inducer  the  people  to  place  their  seal  of  condem- 
nation on  the  whole  of  the  proceedings  of  the  convention. 
Was  there  not  danger  that  by  an  union  of  action  of  the 
ultras  of  both  parties,  a  result  might  be  produced,  of  which 
the  people,  at  that  time,  would  not  approve  1  Mr.  Van 
Buren  did  not  hesitate  to  avow  those  suspicions,  and  put 
the  convention  on  their  guard  against  such  a  course  of 
action. 

There  were,  in  fact,  on  this  question,  three  parties  19 
the  convention.  One  of  these  parties  was  for  retaining 
the  freehold  qualification;  and  these  ccmsisted  of  the  nine- 
teen who  voted  for  Judge  Spencer's  amendment.  The 
antipodes  of  this  party  were  a  very  large  number  of  the 
members  who  were,  in  reality,  for  universal  suffrage.  At 
the  head  oi'  this  party  were  Gen.  Root,  Gov.  Tompkinb, 
Judge  BadcUff,  and  perhaps  Col.  Young  may  be  consi<b* 
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ered  as  being  with  them.     Between  these  extremes  was  ft 
class  of  men  who  may  be  called  conservatives,  who  were 
for  abolishing  the  freehold  qualification,  but,  at  the  same ;; 
time,  were  for  placing  some  restrictions  on  the  right  of 
voting.     They  generally  held,  that  an  elector  ought  either 
to  be  a  freeholder  or  a  house-holder.     Van  Buren|  R. 
Iting,  Sutherland,  Duer,  Nelson,  N.  Williams  of  Oneidaj 
&p.,  were  among  the  most  prominent  men  of  the  conserva 
tive  corps.     The  final  determination  of  the  conventioD|^ 
in  respect   to  the  elective  franchise,  was  a  compromise 
between  the  conflicting  opinions  of  these  parties. 

In  concluding  the  history  of  this  branch  of  the  laboit^ 
of  the  convention,  the  following  reflections  naturally  occur: 

Under  the  old  constitution  the  power  of  creating  twp 
departments  of  the  government  was  vested  in  the  freehold- 
ers of  the  state.  It  was  said  in  the  convention,  and  pro- 
bably said  truly,  that  of  the  persons  who  would  vote  oi^ 
the  acceptance  or  rejection  of  the  proposed  amendments, 
nine-tenths  were  freeholders.  Here,  then,  was  a  class  of 
men  who  held  the  exclusive  power  of  government  in 
their  own  hands,  who  were  invited  to  resign,  and  who 
voluntarily  did  in  fact  resign  that  power,  or  a  portion  of 
it,  to  others  ?  Is  there  in  history  a  parallel  to  this  1  How 
is  it  to  be  accounted  for  ?  From  our  cradles  we  had  been 
taught,  that  a  zealous  support  of  equal  rights  and  an  exten- 
sion of  equal  civil  privileges  to  all,  was  an  evidence  of 
our  devotion  to  liberty  and  the  true  principles  of  a  repub- 
lican government.  Hence  it  became  popular  to  advocate 
an  extension  of  the  right  of  suffrage.  I  infer,  then,  that 
it  was  a  sense  of  justice  in  some,  and  a  desire  of  political 
popularity  in  others-^(a  passion,  in  republics,  as  control- 
ling as  the  passion  of  avarice) — ^which  produced  the  result 
• — a  result  which  could  not  fail  to  astonish  the  lookers  on| 
in  other  countries,  who  witnessed  this  extraori^ipary  civil 
and  peaceable  revolution. 

D 


60  POLITICAX.   HItTO&T  [i821. 

I  submit  one  other  remaik  :  It  is  not  at  all  mrprisuig 
tiiat  many  of  the  members  of  the  convention,  who  had 
grown  up  under  the  constitution  of  1777,  should  have  been 
alarmed  at  the  idea  of  universal  suffrage.  Experience, 
however,  has  proved  that  alarm  to  have  been  groundless. 
In  every  neighborhooil,  in  every  common  school  district  in 
this  great  state,  there  are  to  be  found  sober  and  thinking 
men,  belonging  to  each  of  the  two  great  parties,  whose 
opinions  regulate  and  give  tone  to  public  opinion  in  such 
neighborhood.  These  men,  generally,  have  no  interest 
other  than  the  preservation  of  their  right  to  personal  lib- 
erty ai|d  property,  and  the  general  interest  and  prosperity 
of  the  country.  There  is,  therefore,  no  danger,  there  can 
be  no  danger,  that  such  men  will  countenance  any  palpa- 
l>Iy  absurd  or  dangerous  measure.  It  is  the  office  and 
business  of  their  less  informed  neighbors  to  decide  upon 
the  conflicting  opinions  of  the  leading  men  of  these  little 
circles,  none  of  whom,  as  we  have  seen,  will  ever  be 
found  the  advocates  of  either  very  dangerous  or  absurd 
propositions.  Hence,  the  danger  from  universal  suffrage 
cannot  be  great;  while  the  benefits  secured  by  it  are  more 
numerous  than  can  be  here  indicated. 

It  may  be  true, and  it  undoubtedly  is  true,  that  the  right 
of  suffrage  is  not  a  natural  but  a  conventional  right;  else 
why  do  we  exclude  intelligent  and  virtuous  females,  and 
well  informed,  patriotic  young  men  that  are  less  than 
Iventy-one  years  old  1  It  may  be  true,  and,  I  believe,  is 
truie,  that  this  right,  or  privilege,  ought  to  be  committed 
to  those  persons  who  will  be  most  likely  to  exercise  it  for 
the  public  benefit.  It  may  also  be  true,  that  the  danger 
lo  which  republics  are  most  exposed,  is  an  union  between 
the  extreipe  rich  and  the  extreme  poor,  and  that,  when- 
ever these  extremes  shall  unite  and  thereby  become  so 
numerous  as  to  constitute  a  majority,  the  government, 
%hhough  it  may  retain  the  name  of  a  republic,  will  in  fact 
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be  despotic.  It  may  be  true,  ami^  in  my  jtidgmenty  if  it 
true,  thai  the  preservation  of  our  civil  institutions  depenria 
upon  the  middle  class — a  class  between  the  extreme  rich  • 
and  the  extreme  poor — and  it  may  al^  be  true  that  this 
middle  class  ought  to  be  invested  with  the  power  of  creati- 
ing  one  department  of  the  government.  A  department 
thus  created  might  be  a  rtal^  and  not  a  nominal  check  on 
the  other  branches  of  the  state  authorities.  But  to  form  a 
co-ordinate  branch  of  the  legislature  who  might  safely  be 
relied  on  to  accomplish  such  an  object^  the  restriction  of 
a  freehold  qualification  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  is 
entirely  insufficient.  It  is  but  a  fteble  eYidence,  in  this 
country,  of  a  man's  prudence  and  sagacity  that  he  has 
acquired  a  freehold  estate  of  the  value  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars;  and  it  is  still  less  an  evidence  of  pecuniary 
independence.  In  order  to  secure  the  election  of  a  legis- 
lative house,  by  electors  who  may  be  presumed  to  act 
with  perfect  pecuniary  independence,  each  elector  ought 
to  l>e  worth  at  least  one  thousand  dollars,  over  and  above 
all  debts.  A  senate  chosen  by  such  electors  might  be 
said  to  represent  the  property  of  the  community;  and 
what  is  of  still  more  importance,  they  unquestionably 
would  represent  that  middling  class  of  our  fellow-oitisens, 
who  stand  between  the  very  rich  and  the  very  poor;  and 
on  whose  firmness,  intelligence,  patriotism  and  virtue,  I 
hare  already  intimated,  that  even  now  the  .preservation 
and  perpetuity  of  our  civil  institutions  depend.  Theve 
can  be  no  reason  to  apprehend  danger  from  the  separatie 
aetion  of  the  extreme  poor,  because  the  middling  class,  in 
such  case,  would  unite  with  the  rich  and  overbalance  the 
poor  both  in  numbers  and  intelligence;  nor  is  there  reason 
to  fear  danger  from  the  extreme  rich,  for  were  they  to 
undertake  to  act  as  a  distinct  party,  the  middling  clase 
would  unite  wilh  the  extreme  poor  and  efiect^ially  deCeat 
all   their  projects.     Perhaps  dai^^er  may  be  aniictpated 


Sf-t  roLmcAL  BwroKT  [193L 


fmm  att  ««€Hi  «f  aeiion  between  tJie  eztreofe  rich  and  the 
estoeme  pooi^  it  being  poflsiUe  that  these  two  clasKs  may  • 
overbalance  the  oiidcllnig  class. 

Another  great  object  which  engaged  the  attention  of » 
the  contention^fwaa  a  reform  or  alteration  in  the  judidiA' 
department  of  the  government. . 

The  judiciary  of  the  atate  of  New-York,  under  the  old^ 
sjrstemi  bad  merited  and  acquired  a  high  reputation  for 
l«^l  learning  and  talent,  as  well  as  for  independence  and 
integrity  in  the  administration  of  justice.     This  reputation ' 
was  not  confined  to  our  own  state.     The  decisions  iof  our 
high  judicial  tribunals  were  treated  with  marked  respect^ 
not  only  by  the  ablest  lawyers  in  our  sister  states,  but  by  • 
the  legal   prof^ion  and  superior  courts,  of  England. 
Chancellor  Kent,  at  the  time  of  the  conTcntion,  was  actu*' 
aHy  giving  equity  law  to  every  state  in  the  union.   There 
were,  however,  complaints  existing  against  some  of  the 
judges*  of  the  superior  courts,  and  especially  of  the  su*^^ 
preme  court.     It  was  urged  that  the  population  and  com- 
merce and  capital  of  the  state  had  immensely  increated|  - 
probably  it  had  quadrupled,  since  the  supreme  court,  con-^ 
sisting  of  five  judges,  had  been  lormed.     That,  while  the' 
buaiBess  of  that  court,  and  the  court  of  chancery,  had  itt* 
creased  in  a  ratio  at  least  equal  to  the  increase  of  popuiah^ 
tion  and  wealth,  the  number  of  judges  employed  in  "the) 
administration  of  justice  had  continued  to  be  the'same; 
tliat'  the  des|>ateh  of  business  which  the  puMic  exigency  i 
drmanded,  required  more  forces  and  many  thought  thatv  ^ 
dififwnt  organixatton  of  the  courts  of  law  and  equity  hiid  ' 
become  necessary.     But  this  was  not  all :    Convplaittts^ 
were  made  that  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  had  be*  * 
come  political  partisans;  that,  while  the  tenure  of  their 
ofiiBes  secured  them  from  removal,  and  from  the  fate  (of  ' 
other  political  partisans,  that  very  immnnTty  emboldened' 
(hiam  to  bt  guilty  of  greater  violence  as  partisans.    An^  ^ 
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(fihpTu^dxMp^^^YflAch  tbej  heH  under  the<Jd,CM<tUti>- 
tion,  of  vhich  they  did  not  fail  to  ava^l  ibem$elv^9)  wa9) 
tibat  although  they  could  not  be  removed  from  office,  yet 
tlieycpuld  bec^didates  for  beUer  offices  vrbfsneFer  th^j 
ebofe  to  be  ao.  This  was  a  palpable:  error  in  tbe  coaoiit- 
tutipD  of  1777>  That  constituUon,  by  Iretideriag  Ib^ 
judges  of  the  higher  courts  eligikb]e.M>  eledive^ces^beld 
out  a  sort  of  inducement  for  them  to  become ,  politieians; 
l^d  it..gaye(.lhe^  A>^  ui^reasanabJe.iidvaBtagey.for  it  ena- 
bled them  to  play  a  political  game  in  whkh  they  could 
iiot  Ipse,  but  inigbt  win. 

The  report  of  the  cpmmittee  on  .the.  j]udiciary|  was  sucb' 
as  pne  would  tl^nk  would  have  been  perfectly  satisfactory 
to,  the  chancellor  and  judges  themselves. 

Mr.  Monroe^as  chairnuin  of  the  judiciary  committee, 
leported:  That  the  court  of  efaancery  should  consist  of  a 
chancellor  and  vice-chancellor,  and  that  the  legislature 
should  be  Authorized  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a 
second  vice-chancellor,  if^  in  their  judgmear,  the  publie 
exigency  demanded  the  measure;  that  appeals  should  lie 
£rom  the  vicerehancellor  to  the.  chancel  lor;  that  there 
should  be  created  a  superior  court  of  common  pleas,  which 
idiould  possess,  jurisdiction,  with  very  trifling  exceptions, 
concurrent  n^ith  the  supreme  court;  ami  tbat,  from  this 
courty.error  might  be  bi ought,  directly  to  the  court  for  the 
correction  of  errors;  that  the  judges  of  these  courts  should 
be  judges  ^iJNm  PriHSy  and  try  all  the  issues  joine«i  in 
their  respective  courts;  and  that  they  should  hold  their 
offices  during  good  behavipuri  or  until  they  were  sixty* 
fiye.  years  old: 

That  tbe  chancellor,  vice-cbanceUmr,  and  judges  of  the 
supreme  and  superior  courts,  should*  together  with  the 
senate,  constitute  the  court  for  the  correct  ton  of  errors; 
that  they  should  not  be  eligible  to  any  elective  office  until 
two  years  after  they  should  eease  to  be  judges;  and  thai 
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the  probate  and  roistering  of  wilb  abould  be  confided  to 
Ibe  courts  of  common  pleas. 

This  scheme  was  originally  formed,  and,  as  I  belierei 
in  all  material  parts,  matured,  by  that  learned  lawyer  and 
able  statesman  William  A.  Dver.  At  any  rate,  I  haTO 
reason  to  betieTesnch  to  be  the  fact,  because  he  commu- 
nicated the  plan  to  me  some  time  before  the  meeting  of 
Ibe  convention. 

On  the  22nd  of  October  the  convention  took  this  report 
into  consi.ieratioh. 

Mr.  Monroe  opened  the  debate  by  an  expose  of  the 
principles  upon  which  the  committee  had  acted.  The 
committee,  he  stated,  were  unanimous  in  their  report,  with 
the  exception  of  Mr.  Wheeler,  who  entertained  opinions 
adverse  to  the  majority.  Mr.  M.,  in  his  address,  carefully 
abstained  from  any  allusions  to  party  considerations,  or  to 
the  political  principles  or  conduct  of  any  of  the  judges 
He  discussed  the  question  m  the  abstract,  and  confined 
himself  entirely  to  topics  of  a  public  and  general  charao- 
ler. 

Immediately  upon  the  close  of  this  speech,  Oen.  Root 
rose  and  offered  a  substitute,  providing  that  the  judicial 
power  of  the  state  should  be  vested  ^Mn  a  court  for  the 
trial  of  impeachments  and  the  correction  of  errors,  to  con- 
sist of  the  president  of  the  senate,  and  the  senators;  in  a 
Supreme  court,  to  consist  of  a  chief  justice,  and  not  more 
than  four,  nor  less  than  two,  associate  justices;  in  circuit 
courts,  and  courts  of  common  pleas,  and  in  justices  of  the 
peace,  and  in  such  other  courts,  subordinate  to  the  su* 
preme  couit,  as  I  he  legislature  may  from  time  to  time 
establish.  The  state  shall  be  divided  into  a  convenient 
number  of  districts,  subject  to  alteration,  as  the  public 
good  may  require;  and  for  each,  a  circuit  judge  shall  be 
appointeil :  He  shall  have  the  same  powers  as  a  judge 
of  the  supreme  court  athis  chambers :     He  shall  have 
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the  power  to  try  issues,  joined  in  the  supreme  court;  to 
preside  m  courls  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  jaii  delivery^ 
and,  if  required  by  law,  to  preside  in  courts  of  common 
pleas  and  general  sessions  of  the  peace.  The  supreme 
court,  shall  ha^e  jurisdiction,  in  all  cases,  in  law  and 
equity;  and  the  legislature  may,  in  their  discretion,  vest 
chancery  powers  in  other  courts  of  subordinate  jurisdio- 
tion  :  Provided^  however ^  That  the  court  of  chancery,  as 
at  present  organized,  shall  continue,  until  the  legislature 
shall  otherwise  direct." 

This  proposition  contemplated  a  total  revolution  in  th« 
judiciary  department. 

It  proposed,  first — ^The  abolition  of  the  existing,  aiijl 
the  creation  of  a  new  supreme  court.  Second*-— Tb« 
creation  of  a  corps  of  district  judges  for  the  trial  of  all 
issues  of  fact.  Third — The  abolition  of  the  court  of 
chancery,  and  the  transfer  of  the  equitable  powers  of 
that  court  to  the  courts  of  common  law. 

So  far  as  the  interests  or  feelings  of  parties  weit 
concerned,  the  great  object,  on  the  one  hand,  was  im 
get  rid  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  by  ct)nsttr 
tntumizing  them  out  of  office,  and,  on  the  other  hand| 
to  preserve  them.  With  respect  to  Chancellor  Keiiii| 
as  he  would  become  ineligible  to  hold  the  office  of 
chancellor  within  a  few  months  after  the  new  constitu- 
tion could  go  into  operation,  no  mere  party  considemr 
tions  could  have  opeiated  on  any  portion  of  the  cohi* 
mention  in  their  action  in  relation  to  the  court  of  chaii" 
eery.  Colonel  Young  argued  in  support  of  Mr.  Root'« 
project.  He  attempted  to  produce  an  impression  tlM 
the  plan  did  not  pre-suppose  a  removal  of  the  judges. 
He  was  sustained  by  Judge  Radcliff.  Mr.  Wheaton,  oB 
the  other  hand,  argued  in  favor  of  the  report  of  tlM 
coBimittee. 
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Mr.  N.  Williams  suggested  a  different  schemei  (C.  It 
p»  620.)  His  plan  was  to  leave  the  supreme  court  with 
iobstanttally  the  same  powers  it  then  held;  to  divide  the 
«Ute  into  five  or  more  districtSi  and  to  appoint  a  judge  in 
each  district,  with  power  to  try  all  issues  joined  in  the 
supreme  court,  and  to  perform  certain  other  duties*  The 
project  of  Mr.  Williams  did  not  seem  to  excite  much  at- 
tention in  the  convention. 

Vow  it  seems  to  me,  while  things  were  so  unsettled,  it 
would  have  been  sound  policy  in  the  judges,  and  those 
mho  wished  to  retain  them  in  office,  to  have  exerted  them- 
selves wit^  zeal  and  energy,  either  in  support  of  Mr. 
Monroe's  report,  or  in  favor  of  the  plan  of  Mr.  Williams. 
^But  I  cannot  perceive  that  they  did  either.  They  probar 
b\j  were  deluded  with  the  vain  hope  that  so  many  pro- 
jects would  be  put  forth  in  the  convention,  that  that  body 
would  be  so  much  divided  into  factions  that  a  majority 
could  not  be  obtained  in  favor  of  any  one  scheme,  aijd 
that,  for  this  reason,  the  convention  would  dissolve  itself, 
^leaving  the; supreme  court  in  possession  of  the  poweiji 
they  then  held.  Mr.  Van  Vechten,  the  most  able  and 
efficient  friend  of  the  judges,  was,  on  this,  as  on  all  other 
occasions,  opposed  to  any  innovations  or  aUerations.  He 
was,  if  I  may  so  speak,  constitutionally  opposed  to  all 
fhanges.  Strange,  th^t  such  shrewd  and  sagacious  men  as 
Judges  Spencer  and  Van  Ness  should  have  so  fatally  de- 
ceived themselves.  The  increase  of  populfation,  of  com- 
merce, and .  coi^equent  litigation  in  the  state,  eminently 
demanded  some  change  in  the  judiciary  department.  I^ct- 
•ides,  did  not  these  gentlemen  know  that  th^re  were  some 
dozen  of  the  leading  members  of  that  convention,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  out-door  expectants,  who  desired  to  be  ap- 
jpointed  judges]       J)id  they  not  know  that  nine-tenths 0|f 
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the  members  ttf  that  body  had  come  there  with  an  expee 
tation  and  determination  to  make  some  radical  changes  id 
the  judiciary  department  1 

The  scheme  of  the  committee,  as  well  as  that  of  Mr 
Williams,  would  have  provided  for  the  public  exigency, 
and  would  have  furnished  places  for  aspirants,  while  either 
plan  would  have  secured  to  the  judges  the  enjoyment  of 
their  offices.  It  was  madness  in  them  to  hold  a  neu- 
tral position  in  the.  vain  hope  that  their  enemies  would 
quarrel  so  much  abput  the  mode  of  dividing  the  spoils  ai 
to  separate,  leaving  them  in  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  their 
offices. 

Gen.  Root^s  substitute  was  rejected — seventy-three  to 
thirty-six.  It  would  seem  that  the  principal  reason  for 
this  rejection  was,  that  the  substitute  contemplated  the 
abolition  of  the  court  of  chancery. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first  section  of  the 
report  of  the  committee,  and  it  was  rejected,  seventy-nine 
to  thirty-three.  Gov.  Tompkins,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  Mr. 
Nelson,  Mr.  Paulding,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Kent,  Mr. 
Van  Yechten,  Mr.  Sutherland,  and  Mr.  Wheaton,  voting 
in  favor  of  it.  The  judges  of  the  supreme  court  did  not 
vote. 

This  vote  was  considered  by  the  convention  a  rejection 
of  the  whole  report. 

Various  projects  were  then  submitted,  by  individuals^ to 
the  convention,  among  which  was  one  by  Mr.  Dodge  of 
Montgomery  county,  and  one  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  both  of 
which  proposed  the  creation  of  circuit  judges,  leaving  the 
supreme  court  in  possession  of  its  existing  powers.  The^ 
propositions  were  referred  to  a  committee  of  seven,  con- 
sisting of  Monroe,  Young,  Root,  Buel,  N.  Williams,  Y^ 
Buren  and  Schenck.  The  next  day  this  committee  rft 
ported  in  favor  of  the  creation  of  circuit  judg.e§. 
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Upon  the  coming  in  of  this  report.  Col.  Tonng  remarked 
that  the  committee  were  the  last  evening  unanimous,  but 
that  one  member  had  that  morning  changed  his  opiniony 
which  had  set  every  thing  afloat. 

Mr.  Monroe  then  proposed,  as  a  first  section  of  the 
proposed  amendments,  a  provision  for  the  preservation  of 
the  court  of  errors,  t^e  court  of  chancery,  and  the  supreme 
court. 

Gov.  Tompkins  thereupon  rose  and  said,  he  '^  did  not 
rise  to  take  any  part  in  the  discussion  ;  but  as  it  seemed 
that  the  committee  had  not  been  unanimous,  and  that  a 
part  of  the  report  had  been  stricken  out,  be  would  move, 
for  the  purpose  of  presenting  the  question  fairly  to  the 
convention,  to  re-inseit  the  same,  to  constitute  the  first 
section,  in  the  following  words : 

^^  The  judicial  power  of  this  state  shall  be  vested  in  a 
court  for  the  trial  of  impeachments  and  the  correction  of 
errors,  to  consist  of  the  president  of  the  senate,  the  sena- 
tors, the  chancellor,  and  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court 
— ^in  a  court  of  chancery,  possessing  the  same  jurisdiction 
and  powers  as  the  present  court  of  chancery — ^in  a  su- 
preme court,  to  consist  of  a  chief  justice,  and  not  more 
than  four  and  not  less  than  two  associate  justices,  as  the 
legislature  may  prescribe,  possessing  the  same  jurisdiction 
and  powers  as  the  present  supreme  court  of  this  state,  and 
the  justices  thereof,  now  possess — ^in  courts  of  common 
pleas— of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  and  in  such  other 
courts  as  may  from  time  to  time  by  law  be  established." 

It  will  readily  be  perceived  that  the  one  plan,  if  adopted, 
would  retain  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  while  the 
adoption  of  the  other  would  proably  result  in  their  remo- 
val. There  was,  as  Mr.  Briggs  on  some  occasion  «bserved| 
a  great  difference  between  a  constitutional  provision  estab- 
lishing the  supreme  court  and  a  supreme  court. 
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Mr.  BSdnroe  8tated|  in  explanation^  that  ilie  committee 
the  hat  evening  were  equally  ciivided;  three  were  for  one 
project}  and  three  for  the  other;  that,  as  chairman |  he,  at 
that  time,  decided  in  favor  of  the  plan  embraced  in  the 
amendment  pffered  by  Gov.  Tompkins;  but  subsequent 
reflection  had  convinced  him  he  was  wrong,  and  he  had  that 
morning  catled  the  committee  together  and  informed  them 
of  his  change  of  opinion^and  altered  the  report  accordingly. 

The  amendment  of  Gov.  Tompkins  was  opposed  by 
Biiel,  Edwards  and  Van  Vcchteni  at  some  length,  and 
with  great  ability;  and  supported  by  Gen.  Root  in  a 
speech  in  which  he  animadverted  with  much  severity  on 
the  political  conduct  of  the  judges.  He  also  gave,  in  de- 
tail, the  proceedings  of  the  selece  committee,  and  alluded 
with  great  severity  of  sarcasm  to  the  conduct  of  the  chair- 
man. Mr.  Van  Buren,  in  his  reply,  made  one  of  his  best 
and  happiest  efforts.  He  said,  ^^  as  he  was  a  member  of 
the  committee  whose  report  was  under  consideration,  and 
to  the  proceedings  of  which  such  frequent  reference  had 
been  made,  some  explanation  of  his  views  became  a  duty. 
He  did  not  think  that  this  committee  could  receive  much 
advantage  from  a  detail  of  the  particular  proceedings  of 
the  select  committee,  and  he  would  not  therefore  follow 
his  colleagues,  in  the  examination  of  those  proceedings. 
What  had  already  transpired,  superseded  the  necessity  of 
saying  that  there  had  been  much  warmth  and  altercation 
among  them;  there  had,  in  truth,  been  that  unprofitable, 
as  w^ell  as  unpleasant  excitement,  which  he  had  anticipated 
yesterday,  when  he  made  an  unsuccessful  application  to 
the  convention  to  be  excused  from  serving  on  it. 

^'The  true  and  only  question  presented  by  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  president,  was,  whether  this  commit* 
tee  were  prepared  to  insert  an  article  in  the  constitution, 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  vacating  the  offices  of  the  present 
chancellor  and  judge*  of  the  supreme  court;   to  segaraie 
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^(hfm  from  the  other  officers  in  the  state;,  aad.  to  apply  to 
them  a  rule,.whu;h  had  not  as  yet  been, applied  in  anngle 
instance.  Gentlemen  might  attempt  to  disgoise  the  imtik- 
ter  as  tjtiey  would;  it  was  in.  vain  to. hope  tlwt  it  could  ks 
understpod  by.U^c  people  in  any  other  li^t." 

He  argued  .ti^^t  no  public  considerations  called  for  As 
removal  of  the  judges,  and  having,  as  he  believed,  proved 
the  truth  .of  .the  proposition,,  he  said,  ^^  there  were,  there- 
fore, no  public  ^,easons  for  the  measure,  and  if  not,  then 
why  are  we  to  adopt  it  1  Certainly  npt  from  persond 
feelings.  If  pe^^sonal  feelings  could  or  ought  to  influence 
us  against  the  individual*  who  would  probably  be  rnopi 
affected  by  the.  adoption  of  this  amendment,  Mr.  Yan  Ba* 
ren  supposed  that  he,  above  all  others,  would  be  excusod 
for  indulging  them.  He  could  with  truth  say,  that  he  had 
through  his  whole  life  been  assailed  from  that  quarter^ 
with  hostility,  political,  professional,  and  personal — ^ho»* 
tility  which  had  been  the  most  keen,  active. and  unyielding* 
But,  sir,  said  he,  am  I  on  that  account,  to  avail  myself  9i 
my  situation  as  a  representative  of  the  people,  sent  here 
to  make  a  constitution  for  them  and  their  posterity,  and  to 
bdulge  my  individual  resentment  in  the  prostration  of  my 
private  and  political  adversary  1  He  hoped  it  was  unne- 
cessary for  him  to  say,  that  he  should  forever  despise 
himself  if  he  could  be  capable  of  such  conduct.  He  also 
hoped  that  that  sentiment  was  not  confined  to  himself  alone,, 
and  that  the  convention  would  not  ruin  its  character  and 
credit,  by  proceeding  to  such  extremities." 

After  some  further  discussion,  the  question  was  taken 
on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Gov*  Tompkins,  and  lost: 
flixty-four  to  forty-four. 

The  first  section  proposed  by  Mr.  Monroe  was  lost,  by 
the  strong  vote  of  eighty-six  to  twenty-five.  Several, 
other  projects  were  presented  to  the  convention,  but  none 

.*  PrMiuMid  to  tUait  to  JQdti  Tml JiMa. 
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wt^re  fkrorably  received.  Oir  the  first  day  of  Noveinberi 
lK>wever,Oen.  Carpenter,  a  lay  member  from  Tioga  coun- 
tjiSttbniltted  to  the  convention  the  following  propositions: 

^*  I.  The  supreme  court  shall  consist  of  a  chief  justice 
•liil  two  Justices. 

^'11.  The  state  shall  be  divided,  by  law,  into  a  conve- 
nient number  of  districts,  not  less  than  foiir,  nor  exceeding 
e%ht,  subject  to  alteration  by  the  legislature,  from  time  to 
tiliie,  as  the  public  good  may  require;  for  each  of  which 
a*6istrtct  judge  shall  be  appointed  in  the  same  manner, 
tnd  hold  his  ofRtt  by  the  same  tenure  as  the  justices  of 
tbe  supreme  court;  who  shall  possess  the  powers  of  a 
juMioe  of  the  supreme  court  at  chambers,  arid  at  the  trial 
of  issues  joined  in  the  supreme  court,  and  preside  in 
courts  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  jail  delivery;  and 
such  equity  powers  may  be  vested  in  the  said  district 
judges,  or  in  th^  courts  of  common  pleas,  or  in  such  other 
■nbordinate  courts  as  the  legislature  may  by  law  direct,^ 
siibject  to  the  appellate  jurisdiction  of  the  chancellor." 

This  proposition,  if  adopted,  involved  the  destruction' 
of  the  old  court,  because  it  proposed  the  creation  of  a  new" 
one.     From  several  intimations  made  by  members  of  the 
o^vetition,  it  appeared  that  a  considerable  portion  of  that 
btfdy  bAd  become  jealous  of  the  lawyers  who  were  mem- 
b^  of  it.     it  is  not  improbable  that  Col.  Young,  General 
Root,  and  some  other  lawyers,  who,  it  will  be  perceived, 
w^re  active  in  favor  of  the  removal  of  the  judges  of  the 
titpreme  court,  had  concocted  this  scheme,' and  had  select- 
ed Oen.  Carpenter  as  their  agent  to  propose  it.  with  a  * 
vifew  of  eluding  the  jealousies  to  which  I  have  refeired. 
It  was,  in  substatice,  the  same  plan  which  had  been  agreed 
oii  by  the  majority  of  the  committee,  on  the  evening  of 
the  24th  October,  and  which  had  been  virtually  rejected ' 
b^Hhe  convention* 
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The  next  day  Gen.  Carpenter's  propontion  wi»  dia- 
cu8sefl,ancl  it  soon  became  evuient  that  several  geDllemeiiy 
who  had  before  maDifested  a  desire  to  preserve  the  judges 
of  the  supreme  court,  were  now  in  favor  of  Gen»  Carpen- 
ter's plan.  Among  these  were  Doct.  Clarke  of  Delaware^ 
and  Mr*  N.  Williams  of  Oneida  counties. 

The  project  was  supported  by  the  gentlemen  last  men- 
tioned; by  Gen.  Root  and  CoK  Young,  with  their  usual 
abilit) ;  and  by  Peter  R.  Livingston,  who,  instead  of  reason- 
ing, seemed  to  content  himself  with  delivering  a  violent 
philippic  against  the  judges.  He,  among  other  things, 
alleged  that  his  great  object  was  to  bring  those  gentlemen 
within  the  reach  of  the  appointing  power.  Mr.  Brig^, 
also,  made  a  very  cogent  firgument  in  favor  of  Gen.  Car- 
penter's resolutions. 

Mr.  Buel,  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Van  Yechten,  argued 
on  the  other  side. of  the  question.  The  speech  of  Mr. 
Buel  was  very  able.  During  the  course  of  the  debates^ 
Judge  Spencer  addressed  the  convention*  He  stated  that 
he  was  in  favor  of  appointing  circuit  judges,  who  should 
aid  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  in  the  trial  of  issues 
of  fact,  and  who  should,  ex-efficio^  be  members  of  the 
court  of  errors.  He  said  that  his  oi&cial  duties  would 
call  him  the  next  day  from  Albany,  and  that  that  was  the 
last  time  he  should  address  the  convention.  He  said  that 
he  had  little  or  no  personal  interest  in  the  question;  that 
he  should  very  spon  be  constitutionally  ineligible  to  the 
office  of  judge;  an'l  he  made  an  affecting,  dignified,  aqd 
manly  appeal  to  the  convention,  in  relation  to  the  fidelity 
ami  integrity  with  which,  for  eighteen  years,  he  had  dis- 
charge<l  his  duties  as  a  judge  of  the  supreme  court.  The 
sp<*e('h  is  well  worthy  of  a  perusal,  and  will  be  found  in 
C.  R.  p.  604. 

Mr.  Wlunton  proposed  the  following  amendment  to 
the  first  section  offered  by  Gen.  Carpenter : 
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^  But  tins  limitaction  of  the  number  of  the  said  jtnticM, 
•hall  not  take  effect  until  tbeir  number  shall  be  reduced  to 
three,  by  death,  resignation,  the  constitutional  limitation 
of  tbeir  term,  or  removals  from  office;  and  that  until  such 
reduction  is  made,  the  said  justices  shaU  continue  to  hold 
the  sittings  and  circuits  in  such  counties  as  may  be  pre* 
scribed  by  law." 

The  vote  on  this  question  may  be  regarded  as  affording 
a  true  test  of  the  feeUngs  of  the  members,  either  for  or 
ai^inst  the  judges;  and  the  result  shows  that  a  large  ma- 
jority of  the  convention  were  against  them,  at  any  rate, 
that  a  large  majority  were  for  subjecting  them  to  the  or- 
deal of  the  appointing  power.  Mr.  Duer,  though  opposed 
to  the  project  of  General  Carpenter,  made  a  brief  speech  . 
in  opposition  to  this  amendment.  It  was  rejected  by  a 
vote  of  sixty-six  to  thirty-nine.  I  observe  that  Van  Bu- 
ren.  Dodge,  N.  Sanford,  Sharpe  and  Yates,  all  prominent 
democrats,  voted  for  Mr.  Wheaton's  amendment,  and  of 
course,  for  retaining  the  judges. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  whole  proposition 
of  Mr.  Carpenter,  and  it  was  adopted,  as  follows  : 

At£s — ^Messrs.  Barlow,  Birdseye,  Briggs,  Brinkerhoff, 
Brooks,  Burroughs,  Carpenter,  Carver,  Case,  Child,  D. 
Clark,  R.  Clarke,  Cramer,  Dubois,  Eastwood,  Fenton, 
Ferris,  Frost,  Hogeboom,.  Howe,  Humphrey,  Hunt,Hunt- 
mg,  Hurd,  Knowles,  Lansing,  A.  Livingston,  P.  R.  Liv- 
ingston, Moore,  Nelson,  Park,  Pike,  Pitcher,  Price,  Pum- 
peily,  Radcliff,  Reeve,  Richards,  Roswell,  Root,  Rose- 
brugb,  Ross,  Russell,  R.  Sandford,  Schenck,  Seely,  Shel- 
don, StarkMeather,  Steele,  Swift,  Taylor,  Townley, 
Townscnd,  Tripp,  Tuttle,  Van  Fleet,  A.  Webster,  E. 
Webster,  Wheeler,  N.  Williams,  Wooster  and  Young — 
sixty  two. 

Noes — ^Mt'ssrs.  Bacon,  Baker,  Beckwith,  Breese,  Buel, 
Clyde,  Collins,  Dodgf,  DutT,  Dyckman, Edwards,  Fairlit 
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Pish,  Hallock,  Hoirtter,  Buntington,  Jay,  Jones,  King, 
Lawrence,  Lefferts,  McCalt,  Millikin,  Monroe,  Paulding,* 
Porter,  Rhinelandef,  Rogers,  Rose, 'Sage,  Sanders,  N. 
Sanford,  Seaman,  SHarpe,  I.  Spaith,  R.  Smith,  Stagg,  I. 
Sutherland,  Sylvester,  Tallmadge,  Ten  Eyck,  Van  Buren, 
Van  Hdrne,  J.  R.  Van  Rennsselaer,  Van  Vechten,  Ver- 
bryck.  Ward,  Wendover,  Wheaton,  E.  Williams,  Woods, 
Woodward,  and  Yates — ^fifty-three. 

This  vote  settled  this  great  question,  and  it  only  re-' 
mained  to  fix  on  the  details,  which  were  mere  matters  of 
form  and  soon  arranged. 

There  was  yet  another  great  and  important  subject 
which  engrossed  much  of  the  attention,  and  excited  the 
action  of  the  convention.  This  was  the  power  of  appoint- 
ing to  office,  and  the  manner  of  exercising  it. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  part  of  the  constitution 
relating  to  that  subject  was  referred,  of  which  Mr.  Van 
Buren  was  chairman,  reported,  on  the  17th  day  of  Septem*  * 
ber: 

That  th6  council  of  appointment  should  be  abolished; 
that  all  militia  oflficers,  with  the  exception  of  major  gene- 
rals and  the  adjutant  general,  should  be  elected  by  per- 
sons subject  to  perform  military  duty;  that  most  of  the 
state  officers,  such  as  the  comptroller,  the  secretary  of 
state,  the  surveyor  general,  &c.,  should  be  appointed  by 
the  two  houses  of  the  legislature,  in  the  manner  senators  ' 
of  the  United  States  were  appointed;  that  the  governor 
should  nominate,  and  by  the  consent  of  the  senate,  appoint 
all  judicial  officers,  (except  justices  of  the  peace,  who  ' 
were  to  be  chosen  by  the  people,)  and  sheriiTs  of  counties; 
that  clerks  of  conrts  should  be  appointed  by  the  courts  of 
which  they  were  clerks;  and  that  no  judicial  officer  should 
be  removed,  except  by  the  majority  of  the  senate,  upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  governor,  setting  forth  the 
nause  of  the  removal. 


-".  -tirom  B  8cb«dute  vmeired  'tc^nthe  reporti  it  njvp^aMl 
^Atene  were  eight  tfaiMimiii  two  inlndred  and  eigbty-seveii 
Iftilftary,  afDd  six  tbousand  «ix  ktindred  and  sixty-thireie 
-tMk  officerti,  then  in  the  slate,  niko  receired  their  offidsa 
^  the  appointnenrt  of  the  counoiVof  appoiAlment. 

The  convention,  on  the  first  day  of  October,  resolTod 
4Mrif  mto  ft  committee  of  the  wteie  on  this  report. 

Before  discussing  the  plan  recommended  by  the  seloet 

^jDinnittee,  the    conrention,  wirtioat    debate,  resolved 

^Wianimously,  one  hundred  and  two  members  being  prt* 

sent,  that  the  council  of  appointment  ought  to  be  abol- 

isbed.  iM> 

.     Mr,  Ymn  Buren  then  'stated  -the»  grounds  npon  which  ^ 

wnnraittee  had  founded  their*  repntt.     He  said, 

^    ^Theffirst  question  which  presented  itself  for  the  con- 

•lideTtttlon  of  the  eommitteie,  waa  the  propriety  of  aboliah- 

-SDg  the  council  of  appointment.*    On  this  subject  there 

-was  no  difficulty;  the  same  unanimity  preTailed  anH»g 

Hbe  jnembers  of  the  select  commitbee  in  this  respect,  as  in 

4le  ^crte  which  had  just  passed  in  committee  of  the  whole, 

ior-iht  abolition  of -this  power;  and  in  this,  they  had  only 

Hietcd  in  accordance  with  public  opinion,  by  which  this 

feature  of  the  old  constitution  had  been  condemned.     He 

iPMild  not,  he  said,  detain  the  ooBunittee  by  giving  any 

'iftaaons  for  this  part  of  the  report;  after  the  unanimous 

wie  just  given,  this  would  be^a  wanton  waste  of  time. 

^The  next  and  more  important  enquiry,  was,  with  re- 
spect to  what  should  be  substituted  in  its  stead;  and  her^, 
as  was  to  be  expected,  a  diversity  of  sentiment  prevailed^ 
and  many  difficulties  presented  themselves.  For  the  pmr^ 
pose,  however,  of  lessening,  as  far  as  was  practicable,  th^ 
objections  that  would  necessadily  exist  to  any  general 
appointing  power,  wherever,  plaiced,  or  however  constitu-^ 
/tedj  they  <had  fell  the  propriety  of  reducing  the  patronage 
•ttaiBhed  to  it;  and  they  had,  with  that  ^iew^  sepatslad 
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from  it  the  great  mass  of  the  officers  of  the  state.  Many 
of  them  they  had  sent  to  be  appointed  |  or  elected,  in  the 
several  counties  or  towns^  and  others  they  had  left  to  ihft 
disposition  of  the  legislature,  to  provide  for  their  appoint- 
ment or  election,  as  experience  might  prove  to  be  moil 
advisable. 

'<  Of  Uie  eight  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
military  officers,  they  had  recommended  that  all,  except 
seventy-eight,  consisting  of  major  generals,  brigadier  ge- 
nerals, and  the  adjutant  general,  should  be  elected  by  the 
privates  and  officers  of  the  milithi. 

^  Of  the  six  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-three  civil 
officers  now  appointed  by  the  council  of  appointment| 
they  recommend  that  three  thousand  six  hundred  and  for- 
ty-three should  be  appointed  or  elected  as  the  legislature 
should  direct— rthese  were  auctioneers,  masters  m  chanceryi 
public  notaries,  inspectors  of  turnpike  roads,  commission- 
ers to  acknowledge  deeds, examiners  in  chancery,  inspect- 
ors for  commercial  purposes,  and  some  other  officers. 
They  also  recommend  that  the  clerks  of  courts,  and  dis- 
trict attorneys,  should  be  appointed  by  the  courts  of  com- 
mon pleas,  in  the  several  counties.  And  that  the  mayors 
and  clerks,  of  all  the  cities,  except  New- York,  should  be 
appointed  by  the  common  council  of  the  respective  cities. 

<<Thus  far,  no  great  diversity  of  sentiment  had  existed 
among  the  members  of  the  committee,  and  there  had  been 
«  general  concurrence  of  opinion  on  all  the  parts  of  the 
report  already  noticed. 

^^  This,  together  with  the  justices  of  the  peace,  which  a 
ffiajority  of  the  committee  had  recommended  to  be  elected, 
left  only  four  hundred  and  fifty-three  officers  for  whose 
appointment,  or  election,  it  was  necessary  to  provide. 

^  In  addition  to  the  curtailment  of  the  appointing  power, 
to  be  j%tained  at  the  seat  of  government,  the  committee, 
imder  jt  full  conviction  that  much  of  the  complaint  agaioai 
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the  existing  couBci)  of  tppointn^it  hai)  ariaen  from  the 
circumstance  of  the  concentration  of  power  in  one  body, 
had  thought  it  wise  even  here  to  distribute  them;  by  giv- 
ing the  appointment  of  the  heads  of  the  different  depart- 
ments of  this  state  to  the  legislature;  they  being  officers 
entrusted  with  the  public  property,  wh<^e  duties  more  im 
mediately  connected  them  with  that  body. 

^  Still,  some  officers  were  left;  small  in  numberiit  was 
truci  but  of  considerable  interest  and  importance.  Th^y 
were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  improper 
for  some  of  these  officers  to  be  elected  by  the  people,  and 
a  majority  of  them  supposed  that  none  of  them  ought  to 
be  so  electe4. 

^  It  became  necessary,  tbereforei  to  provide  for  thmr 
appointment;  and  to  establish  what  may  be  called  a  gene- 
ral appointing  power;  though  limited  in  the  exercise  of 
its  functions  to  the  bcstowment  of  a  small  number  of  offi 
ces. 

*^  Four  plans  presented  themselves  to  the  consideration 
of  the  committee. 

'^  1st.  To  create  a  new  couneil  of  appointment,  to  be 
elected  by  the  people. 

*'  2nd.  To  vest  the  power  of  appointment  in  the  execu- 
tive solely. 

<<  3rd.  To  give  it  to  the  legislature.     Or, 

^4tb.  To  the  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  senate. 

^  These  respective  modes  had  been,  he  said,  discussed 
and  attentively  considered  by  them.  The  project  of  elect- 
ing a  council,  was  thought  liable  to  most  of  the  objections 
which  had  been  urged  apinst  the  old  council.  There 
would  be  a  want  of  responsibility,  as  now*  And  it  was 
apprehended  that  their  election  would  create  a  great  ex- 
citement. The  incumbents  in  office^  and  those  desirous 
of  obtaining  offices,  together  with  their  respective  friends, 
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would*  of  eoune,  fee!  a  deep  interest  In  the  election  of 
this  council;  and  this  would,  of  coursei  pervade  every 
part  of  the  state.  Or,  if  such  a  (iouncil  were  to  be  chosen 
-by  'the  legislature,  not  from  among  the  members  of  either 
house,  though  by  beihg  separated  entirely  from  the  busi- 
netli  of  legislation  would  remove  a  part  of  the  objections 
existing  with  respect  to  the  present  council,  it  was  be- 
liared  it  would,  notwithstanding,  be  attende<l  with  serious 
objections.  It  would  necessarily  produce  some  objection 
h  the  legislature,  if  they  met  at  a  different  time  or  in  a 
different  place:  yet  the  objection  of  irresponsibility  would 
remain  in  full  force. 

^^The  convention  had  already  inrrease<l  -the  powers  of 
the  executive,  and  the  oommitiee  were  unwilling  to  add 
to  it  the  patronage  of  the  sole  power  of  appointment  to 
office.  '  Besides  their  own  conviction  that  this  was  not 
'advisable,  they  were  perfectly  confident  that  public  opin-^ 
ton  was  opposed  to  such  a  regulation. 

<'  Nor  were  they  satisfied  that  it  would  be  proper  to 
vest  this  power  in  the  two  branches  of  the  legislaturle. 
'  They  had  already  recommended  that  the  appointment  of 
some  officers  should  be  made  by  them,  for  reasons  he  had 
'liir^dy  explieiined;  and  these  were  all  they  thought  ought 
to  be  appointed  in  this  way.  In  some  of  our  sister  statH 
this  mode  of  appotntmeiit  bbtainerf,  and  bad  been  found 
16  (Operate  beneficially;  they  Were,  however,  differently 
circumstanced  from  us,  having  a  less  numerous  populatioh, 
ati4  a  smaller  extent  of  territory.  They  had  considered  a 
coittiexion  between  thte  legislative  and  appointing  powtr, 
as,  at  best|  objectionable;  the  iihproper  influence  f h^t  $uch 
oonhection  was  apt  to  have  oh  legislation,  was  fully  ap- 
preciated by  them;  and  had  induced  them  to  recommend 
a  mode,  which,  though  riot  free  from  this  objection,  yet 
lessennl  the  difficulty,  by Uifeiitthg  the  connection  to  ^ne 
•bfaach  only. 


^  And  tbi#  brooght  tbein  to  the  fourtk  and  last  plan 
mentioned^  to  wiU  vesting  the  power  in  the  governor  and. 
aenalf .  ThiS|  he  believed,  thej  hud  unanimously  consid* 
eied  as  accompanied  with  tl^e  fewest  objections;  b< 
might  possibly  be  mistaken,  but  he  vas  confident  they 
were  unanimously  in  favor  of  this  project  in  the  first  m- 
stance, 

'*  The  conunittee|.he  said,  were  fully  awai;e  of  thf^ob^ 
jection  to  this,  mode,,  arising  from  the  unfavorable  effect 
which  the  possession  of  the  power  of  appointment  was 
calculated  to  produce  upon  the.  senate  as  a  branch  of  the 
legislature;  but  more  particularly  from  its  being  a  Qoiirt 
of  tbe  last  resort.  But  tbey  also  knew  that  no  plan  could 
be  adopted  which  would  be  free  fronk  objections  of  some 
kind*— tbey  knew  that  it  was  thi$  fate  of  ail  human  institu- 
tions to  be  imperfect,  and  they  were  therefore  more  con- 
tent with  the  system  they  hsKl  recommended,  than  they 
otherwise  would  have  been.  Thf^y  found  too,  that  they 
could  not  exempt  the  general  appointing  power  from  this 
objection,  unless  they  gave  it  wholly  to  the  governor,, or 
to  him  in  connection  with  a  council  to  b^  elected  by  the 
people;  the  former  mode  tbey  had  no  reason  to  believe 
would  be  acceptable  to  any  portion  of  the  convention; 
and  the  latter,  they  supposed,  would  not,  in  all  probabiliy, 
be  relished  by  their  constituents  much  better  than  the  re- 
taining of  tbe  old  council. 

**  They  bail  not,  he  said,  been  able  to  derive  any  mate- 
rial benefit  from  an  examination  of  the  practice  of  other 
states.  They  had  examined  all  their  constitutions,  and 
found  that  they  varied  greatly  from  e^ch  other.  In  Penj^- 
syJvania  and  Delaware,  the  power  of  appointment  to  of-  . 
fice  is  vested  in  the  governor  singly.  In  Maine,  Massa- 
chusetts, Maryland,  Noith-Carolina  and  Virginia,  the  go 
vemor,  and  a  council  similar  to  our^w  In  ConnecticiH, 
Rhode  Island,  Verniont,.   New-Jfnsey,  So^tb-Carolina 
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Georgia,  Ohio,  Tennessee,  Mississippi|  and  Alabama)  iac 
the  legislature,  New-Hampshire  was  the  only  state  ia 
which  they  had  a  council  chosen  by  the  people*  In  Ken- 
tucky, Louisiana,  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Missouri,  the  power 
it  Tested  in  the  governor  and  senate,  as  is  proposed  by  the 
report 

^<  The  fact  that  the  constitutions  which  had  been  recently 
formed,  and  might  therefore  be  in  some  degree  regarded 
as  the  most  recent  expression  of  the  sense  of  a  portion  o! 
the  American  people,  were  in  unison  with  the  plan  they 
had  reported,  and  calculated  in  a  measure  to  recommend 
it.  And  so,  likewise,  was  it,  that  a  similar  provision  was 
contained  in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  But 
here,  candor  required  the  acknowledgment  that  there  was 
an  important  difference  between  our  state  senate  and  that 
of  the  Union — as  the  first  was  also  a  court  of  denier  re* 
sort;  and  the  latter  possessed  no  judicial  power  whatever. 

^^  Those  considerations,  together  with  the  impractica- 
bility of  devising  any  system,  which,  in  their  opinion, 
would  be  better,  had  induced  them  to  recommend  the  con- 
stituting of  the  governor  and  senate  the  general  appointing 
power.  And  they  had  given  the  exclusive  right  of  nomi- 
nation to  the  governor;  this  they  thought  very  necessary, 
and  the  only  way  in  which  that  would  fix  a  responsibility 
for  the  appointments  to  be  made;  and  because  they  were 
all  convinced  that  the  alteration  which  had  been  made  to 
the  constitution  in  1801  had  proved  injurious,  and  such, 
they  firmly  believed,  was  now  the  opinion  of  the  people 
of  this  state. 

^^  He  was  not  very  sanguine  that  they  had  adopted  the 
best  and  wisest  system  that  could  be  devised.  It  was  very 
possible  they  might  be  mistaken  in  their  views. 

^*  They  had  given  to  the  convention  the  result  of  their 
deliberations,  to  be  disposed  of  as  they  should  think  proper. 
It  would  be  arrogance  in  them  to  presume  that  their  judg- 


laij  tfW  HCir-YVNUC.  71 

BKBt  on  thit  subject  was  inftlMble)  or  tbat  Uietr  report 
was  free  from  great  imperfection^  He  would  say  for  him* 
self,  and  from  the  good  sense  and  good  feeling  which  had 
cbaracterised  the  conduct  of  the  committee,  he  knew  he 
could  say  for  them  also,  that  if  any  plan  should  be  pro- 
posed by  others,  which  would  better  subserve  the  public 
interest,  it  would  receive  their  cheerful  and  sincere  sup 
port. 

^  Having,  then,  come  to  the  determination  to  place  the 
general  appointing  power  in  the  governor,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  the  next  question  to 
be  settled  was,  what  appointments  should  be  conferred 
«qpon  it 

^  The  committee,  he  said,  had  all  agreed,  that  the  high- 
est military  officers  should  receive  their  appointments  from 
this  source,  though  some  were  of  the  opinion  that  these 
aught  safely  be  entrusted  with  the  executive  alone,  as 
eonunander-in-chief.  They  had  ail  united  in  the  opinion 
ttat  all  judicial  officers,  except  surrogates  and  justices  of 
&e  peace,  ought  also  to  be  appointed  in  this  way;  two 
members  of  the  committee  were  in  favor  of  having  the 
surrogates  elected  by  the  people. 

"  With  respect  to  that  section  of  the  report  which  pro- 
vides for  the  election  of  justices  of  the  peace  by  the  peo- 
ple, a  great  contrariety  of  sentiment  had  existed  among 
them,  {(either  that  section,  nor  the  next,  which  provided 
for  the  appointment  of  certain  officers  in  the  city  of  New- 
Tork,  had  received  his  assent. 

^  He  had,  at  every  stage  of  the  dtscuMions  before  the 
committee,  been  decidedly  opposed  to  the  election  of  ju»* 
tices;  and  it  had  been  to  him  a  source  of  sincere  regiet, 
that  in  that  respect  he  had  been  overruled  by  the  commit- 
tee. Only  four  of  the  committee  had  agreed  to  the  seo* 
tion  making  justices  elective,  and  one  of  that  number  had 
ensented  to  it,  rather  for  the  sake  of  agreeing  upon  some* 
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tking  ta  reiK>n>  Ihaa  fh»  ft  eoavlotbft  6t  the  pr9piitl|r 
of  the  mode  recoiBiQeQde(l«tr*He«w0iild^ihe«aid,  htfe.ohw 
Berve^  that  the  two  seelMiMjiisI  netUioaed  were  tbeoalf  n 
pacts  of  the  report,  of.  any: momett^  from  whidk  he  had 
disaented.   A  minority  of. the  coeuaiiUec,  however,  thoogjhl . 
they  had  not  gone  far  eaan^b  iaottctailuig  tliepateoaagei.' 
of  the  general  appoiBtkig  power,  aad  were  for  mclodiag'' 
eheriffa  and  surrogates;  in  this  he  had  differed  from  theuu. 
His  reasons,  thereforoyilr  would  be  more*  pioper  for  him 
to  give  whea  these  respeetive«subjeots  should  come 'under 
discussion  in  that  committee.     He  would  nQiw<  eonteaAt 
lumself  with  stating,  that  the  aia^ity  of  the  select  coin<^' 
mittee,  had  not,  on  the  question  respectbg  sherifis  andi 
sii^rogates,  nor  on  that  relatiag  to  justices  of  the  peace, 
any  strong  personal  predilections.    They  feel  themsdveob 
entirely  open  to  conirictioa  on  these,  and  on  aU 
points^  which  might  be  raised  respecting  their  report;. 
i^,ona  fair  and  deliberatnexamiiiation,  it  should  betiwghfr.f 
that.it  would  be  better  to.hav«  the  sherifi«and  surrog^ate^? 
elected  by  the  people,  they  would  che€^?luUy  acqmaee  iaj 
that  dedsion. 

^^  Having  now,  in  a  very  bKief  meaner,  detaiM*  tibap 
conduct  and  views  of  tbesc^lect  committee,  with  respect 
to  the  appointment  an.d  electioa  of  oiGcere,  he  would  wfiKkf 
submit  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  tenure  aiidr- 
duration  of  the  several  offices.  The  select  committee^  hO' 
said,  bad  supposed  that  it  would  b&  well  to«  gii«  tha^ 
militia  themselves  the  powei>  of  electing  their  officerar^ 
this  course  was  purswd  in  .several  of  the  states^  aadfit 
was  understood,  had  proved  beneficial.  But  the  natunTv 
of  the  power  to  be  exercised  by  these  officers,  and  theao* 
cessity  of  enforcing  discipline  and  preserving  a  due  aoboe* 
dination  in  the  privates,  woiild  require  that  they  should^i 
when  once  elected,  be  placed  beyond  their  further  ce»* 
4rol.    They  thought,  moreover,  that  there  was  somathioih 
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irecuKftrly  iinpn>p*r  in  sabjctetiog  the  commtastontf  t>f  ui- 
lUia  officers)  ia  eny  degree^  ^  ^h^(flucti|BtioBs  of  pprtyt 
and  they  had,  thereforey  recomMrObikd^  that  they  should 
not  be  removed)  except  by  a  court  martial)  or  by  the  sea* 
ate,,  ott  the  recomineBflatictft.of  the  governor |.  and  even 
then,  that  the  governor  should  state  the  reasons  for  ne^ 
questing  the  removals. 

^  <<  The  committee  were  also  of  the  opinion,  that  it  wad, 
injnrioua  to  a  due  and  pegalar  administration  of  justi<!e 
that  judicial  officers^  who  did  not  hold  (hiring  good  behav* 
ioaiP)  should  be  at  all  times  subjact  to  remojral  at  pleasure 
aad  without  cause;  and.  as  had  hitherto  been  the  practi^ei 
to.be  changed  with  every  <lucjt;uatiori  of  party;  this  insta- 
bility in  the  administration  of  justice  was  calculated  to  do 
permanent  and  serious  injury  to  the  best  interests  of  the: 
state.  They  believe  they  ha^  laid  the  ave  to  the  root  of 
thia  evil,  by  rendering  it  necessary  that  no  removals 
should  take  place  but  for  causes  publicly  assigned;  and 
this>  they  believe,  would  be  an  effectual  check  to  prevent 
their  being  made  oa  mere  party  grounds.  It  would  not^ 
in  their  opinion,  answer  to  go  fariher  than  this;  for,,  if 
ibey  required  a  regular  trial  on  all  complaints,  the  whol^ 
time  of  the  senace  weald  be  coneMm?<l  with  these  inteati* 
gptioos. 

^  With  respect  to  the  officers  to.  be  appointed  by  the, 
legislature,  and  the  clerks  of  courts,  they  bad  thought 
that  they  fnight  with  safety  be  left  to  be  removable  at  thf9 
pleasure  of  these  from  whom  they  received  iheir  appoint* 
meota," 

Gen«  Tallmadge  opposed  that  part  of  the  report  which. 
coaCetred  oa  the  senate  any  power  in  relation  tp.  appoint- 
ments. He  thought  the  members  of  the  legislature  ought 
not  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  patronage  of  the  gpr 
lit. 
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Mr.  N.  l^lliams  strenuously  oppcwed  the  eleetion  of 
justices  of  the  peace,  by  the  people  of  the  respective 
towns.  He  was  supported  in  his  opposition  by  General 
Root. 

Judge  Piatt  proposed  that  nine  persons  should  beelected 
in  each  county,  to  hold  their  offices  for  three  years:  but 
to  be  classed  so  that  three  of  the  nine  should  be  elected 
annually,  who  should  be  vested  with  power  to  appoint 
the  county  judges,  excepting  the  first  judge,  sherifi,  coro* 
ners,  commissioners  of  deeds,  &c. 

Mr.  Russell  was  in  favor  of  a  state  council  of  appoint* 
ment,  consisting  of  the  governor  and  six  persons,  to  be 
elected  by  the  people,  and  to  be  chosen  at  each  gubema* 
torial  election.  CoL  Young  expressed  himself  favorably 
disposed  to  this  proposition. 

Mr.  Edwards  declared  himself  opposed  to  any  of  the 
projects  which  had  been  suggested.  He  was  first  for 
vesting  the  right  of  suffrage  in  safe  and  secure  hands,  and 
then  for  restoring  the  great  mass  of  the  appointing  power 
to  the  people.  This  would  eventually  annihilate  a  for^ 
midable  central  power  which  had  grown  up  at  the  capitol. 
He  said, 

^  One  prominent  and  strong  feature  of  opposition  can- 
not have  escaped  the  attention  of  any  person  who  hears  . 
me— that  all  measures  have  been  opposed  that  do  not 
point  to  the  concentration  of  the  appointing  power  in  the 
city  of  Albany.  I  wish  to  be  relieved  from  the  necessity 
of  making  such  remarks;  but  I  must  speak  now,  or  for* 
ever  hereafter  hold  my  peace.  And  I  shall  speak  the 
honest  conviction  of  my  heart,  whoever  may  be  included 
in  its  range,  or  whoever  may  be  affected  by  its  censure* 

^^  It  is  a  lamentable  fact,  that  while  other  states  move 
on  with  tranquillity,  the  state  of  New-York,  torn  by  (ao* 
tions  and  dissentions,  although  the  keystone  of  the  aroh 
that  binds  the  union,  has  lost  its  power  and  reduced  ito 
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inlliieiice.  And  what  had  been  the  gprand  cause  of  this 
reduction  of  influence  and  limitation  of  power  T  It  waa 
the  corruption  that  had  infused  itself  into  all  the  veins  and 
•rterie»  of  the  gOTemment.  More  tniquity  had  been 
practised  in  our  legislative  hall  than  in,  perhaps,  alt  the 
other  stales  in  the  union.  How,  then,  should  this  sore 
upon  the  body  politic  be  healed  1  The  unanimous  vote 
of  this  committee  had  shown  that  the  council  of  appoint* 
oient  was  an  evil.  An  unanimous  sentence  of  condemna- 
tion has  been  passed  upon  it.  He  had  not  expected  so 
soon  to  £nd  a  proposition  for  its  revival.  In  this  expee- 
tatioa  he  was  disappointed  by  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
■uin  from  Erie.'' 

Mr  Russell's  plan  of  a  state  council  to  be  elected  by 
the  people,  was  finally  rejected,  only  nine  members  voting 
in  favor  of  it.     Even  Col.  Young  abandoned  him. 

On  the  Srd  of  Octorber  Mr.  Van  Buren  brought  for* 
ward  the  following  proposition  for  the  appointment  of 
•ustices  of  the  peace  : 

^  That  the  board  of  supervisors  in  every  county  in  this 

fltate,  shall,  once  in  every. years,  at  such  time  as  the 

legislature  may  direct,  recommend  to  the  governor  a  list 
of  persons  equal  in  number  to  the  justices  of  the  peace  by 
hw  authorized  to  be  appointed  for  said  county;  and  the 
respective  courts  of  common  pleas  of  the  several  counties 
shall  also  recommend  a  list  of  the  like  number,  and  as 
often  as  any  vacanciefs  shall  happen,  the  boards  of  super- 
visors and  courts  of  common  pleas  of  the  counties  in 
which  such  vacancies  may  happen,  shall  recommend  lists 
of  persons  equal  to  the  number  of  vacancies  in  such  coun- 
ty; and  from  the  lists  so  recommended,  the  governor  shall 
appoint  and  commission  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the 
ffespective  counties — that  the  said  justices  shall  hold  their 
oftces  for  ■  ■  ■  years,  but  may  be  removed  by  the  gover- 
nor on  the  address  of  the  body  which  recommended  their 
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appointment,  stating  in  writing  the  grounds  of  tnch : 

The  manner  in  whi<4|,^tipiw.oli  \im\  p^pf,,iwrft  ta  bc^  ; 
aiqpoiilted,  was  justly  n^eirded  .a^  a,.4p^(^ion.pf  v/ery^g^fil:  ^• 
importance,  and  was  eluili^ralff^  4ifpiwef)  W  tlw  QP«»eHr  . 
tion«  Political  men,  b^ippging  tp,  ^  deqaoqr^iq  ear^jrii . 
were  d^firous  to  give  the^o^tiiQljof  th^flec^gpointincmtsto, 
the  majority  in  the  sUtlei.and  oi^t^Silly  if^^  tM  <2WtDali  > 
appointing  power  at  \h^90^fff  go;¥erqipent»  UnntHh  Mn* , 
Van  Buren^  Gen.  Root,  Qql.  Young  andGQf.,T(^pI4n«|,, 
advoqated  any  scheme,  whi^  tcpded  tq.  ^ucj^  a  rqenlti^.^^ 
while  the  iCIintpman  part,  of  the  cony^ntjioni  s^ch.  us  Qh^  # 
Justice  Spencer,  Van  Ness,  J.  R.  Van  Rencpj^er^  l^«fut 
stKnilousIy  opposed  th^  system — ^perhaps  partly  for  ^ 
reason  that  if  Mr.  Van  Qprei^fs  plan  should-  be iMppteid,  thit>^ 
disposition  of  those  appointi^i^ts,  would,  in  all  probftbiU-i  j 
ty,.  devolve  upon  their  political  opponents.  It  is,  how- 
ever, due  to  Mr.  Rufua  King  to  say^  that  he  ajdvojqatedy.v 
and  ably  advocated,  the  election  of  justices  by  the  pepple^^- 
and  that  there  can  be  little  doubt  but  that^  he  form/^  bte 
judgment,  as  it  is  hoped,  many  others  did,  by  cgnsidedng  t 
the  question  on  its  merits,,  without  reference  to<it»  cq^o^ .. 
quences  to  this  or  that  party<. 

I  hazard  little  in  saying,  that  fqr  the  purpose  q£  carry*  ! 
ing  the  influence  of  the  appointing  power  i^to,  every  part  • 
of  the  state,  and  of  making  thai  influence  felt  at  the  pollst  ^ 
of  the  election,  and  as  a  means  of  keeping  up  party  disci* 
pline,  the  selection  of  justices  of  the  peace  by  a  central:  r. 
power  representing  the  majority  of  ^  political  party,  was- . 
more  efficient  than  the  power  to  jQontrol  all  the  other  ap- 
pointments in  the  state.     Tfi^  trut^of  this  proposition  the.  { 
politicians  in   the  convention:  must  have  seen  and   felt«  .. 
Hence  it  is,  that  I  cannot  believe  that  Mr.  Van  Bure%  « 
Gov.  Tompkins,  and  particularly  Qen«  Root  and  Colonel 
Young,  who  were  democr^  ol  '^  the  most  stcailesjt  seqt,7  \ 
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would  httre  so  strenuously  opposed  p^tnitting  the  people 

to  elect  their  own  magistrates^  unless  they  were  in  some 
degree  influenced  by  a  desire  to  derive  a  political  advan- 
tage from  the  measure  they  advocated. 

The  proposition  of  Mr.  Tan  Buren,  though  presc^nted 
in  two  different  formS)  was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  fifty-nine 
to  Bhy^hc;  but  ft  was  ultimately  substantitilly  adopted  and 
^iliiadeti  part  of  the  amended  constitution.  This  mode  of 
the  appointment  of  justices  thajr  be  seen  by  a  reference  to 
the  ?th  section  df  the  fourth  artible  of  the  amended  consd- 
tuUony  as 'it  passed  the  convention,  1821.  Happily  the 
awkward  and  bungling  machinery  introduced  by  thatsec- 
'lion  soon  effectually  disjgusted  the  people,  so  that  a  few 
years  afterwards  it  was  expuhg^d  from  the  constitution, 
and  the  right  of  appointing  tneirdwn  magistrates  was  given 

'*t6  the  people  of  the  respective  t<)Wn8.  This  great  reform 
was  effected  upon  the  recommendation  of  Gov.  Clinton.  , 
Oen.'Root  nlbVed  that  isherife  and  county  clerks  be 
elected  by  the  people  of  the  respective  counties.  The 
appointlhent  of  these  officers  Was  another  great  m^atts 
used  by  the  central  power  to  stretigthen  its  influence,  par- 
ticularly the  oftce  of  sheriff,  who,  by  means  of  his  depu- 
ties, can  carry  his  influence  into  every  neighborhood  of 

'liis  county.  The  motion  was  vigorously  opposed,  but  it 
'was  acfopted  by  a  majority  of  nearly  two  to  one,  (sevdnty- 
iMie  to  thirty-six.)     Gen.  Root  is  entitled  to  great  credit 

'  for  the  zeal  aiid  ability  with  which  he  advocated  this 
:great  and  salutary  reform.  He  was  supported  in  this 
measure  by  the  vote  and  influence  of  Col.  Young.  I  regret 
to  perceive  that  Mr.  N.  WillitTms,  who  was  as  pure  and 
TirtiiOus  a  man  as  ever  lived,  made  a  most  2ealous  opposi- 

*  tion  to  the  election  of  sheriffs  by  the  people.  The  foi- 
Towing  are  the  names  of  the  gentlemen  who  voted  in  the 
negative: — Wessrs.  Beckwifh,  Wrrtseye,  fireese,  Brinker* 
Itoff,  Xuet, Child,  Eastwood,  Fairlie,  Halloek,  Hogeboom, 
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Howe,  Jay,  Jones,  Kent,  King,  Lansingi  P.  R^  Livioi^ 
ston,  Monroe,  Melson,  Paulding,  Piatt,  Porter,  Reeve| 
Bockweli,  Ross,  Russell,  Seaman,  Ten  Eyck,  Van  Bureoy 
J*  R.  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Vechten,  A.  Webster,  Wen- 
doTer,  Wheaton,  N.  Williams,  Woods  and  Yates — thirty*- 
aix. 

The  appointment  of  the  state  officers,  including  the  at- 
torney general,  by  the' two  houses  of  the  legislature;  of 
the  adjutant  general  hy  the  governor,  and  of  all  the  other 
officers,  except  some  of  the  officers  in  cities,  by  the  gorer- 
nor  and  senate,  was  agreed  to  without  serious  oppositioft 
from  any  quarter. 

The  adoption  of  those  amendments  by  the  people,  broke 
mto  fragments  and  virtually  annihilated  a  power  which 
for  nearly  half  a  century  had  distributed  in  every  quarter 
of  the  state  the  spoils  of  victory  of  the  one  party  over  the 
other;  which, by  its  sovereign  will  and  pleasure,  had  prot- 
trated,  as  well  the  high  and  exalted  stAte  officer  in  the 
capital,  as  the  humble  justice  of  the  peace  secluded  in  his 
hut  in  the  western  or  northern  wilds — a  power  which,  by 
elevating  some  and  depressing  others,  had  nourished  fac- 
tion, and  frequently  produced  a  state  of  feeling  in  the 
public  mind  which  threatened  a  dissolution  of  the  bonds 
which  unite  together  a  civilized  and  christian  community. 

It  was  the  general  sentiment  of  condemnation  of  this 
feature  in  the  old  constitution  which  caused  the  conven- 
tion; and  the  abolition  of  this  odious  provision  entitlee 
that  assembly  to  the  gratitude  of  present  and  succeeding 
generations* 

In  the  first  part  of  these  sketches  I  have  remarked  that 
the  principal  cause  why  party  spirit  had  raged  more  in 
this  than  in  any  othrr  estate  in  the  union,  was,  the  peculiar 
organization  of  the  appointing  power  under  the  constitu- 
tion of  1777.  A  review  of  our  political  history  will,  I  be* 
li^ve,  satisfy  all  intelligent  and  reflecting  men  that  the 
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proposition  is  ttrietly  troe.  The  cauao  being  remoTedy 
the  eSect  most  cease.  True  it  is,  that  this  result  was  not 
immediately  obvious.  Factions  did  prevail  after  the  adop- 
tion of  the  amended  constitution.  But  men  had  been  so 
long  habituated  to  act  politically  from  the  hope  of  reward 
•nd  fear  of  punishment)  that  after  the  means  of  rewarding 
ud  punishing,  were  taken  from  the  bands  of  the  parly  in 
power  for  the  tii^e  being,  many  aspirants  to  office  still 
continued  to  act  as  if  no  change  had  been  made  in  the 
principles  of  the  government,  and,  of  course,  cabals  were 
formed,  and  factions  occasionally  existed.  But  these 
eommotions  grew  out  of  an  impulse  produced  on  the  pub- 
lic mind  by  a  habit  generated  under  the  old  government 
The  oceap,  after  a  storm,  will  continue  to  be  agitated  and 
its  waves  run  high  long  after  the  tempest  has  subsided^ 
hut  in  time  it  will  become  quiet  and  placid. 

So  long  as  man,  from  the  imperfection  of  his  nature, 
remabs  liable  to  err  in  judgment,  so  long  men  will  con- 
tinue to  differ  respecting  the  merits  of  public  men  and 
measures.  If  they  are  honest  and  free  they  will  declare 
their  opinions,  and  be  governed  by  them  at  the  elections. 
It  is  this,  difference  of  opinion  upon  which  parties  are  le* 
gitimately  founded,  in  a  free  state.  No  other  parties 
ought  to  exist  in  a  patriotic  community,  and  it  seems  lb 
me,  no  other  parties,  under  our  present  constitution,  with 
the  amendments  which  have  been  made  to  it,  can,  to  any 
considerable  extent,  hereafter  exist. 

Politicians  who  imagine  that  a  political  party  can  now 
be  sustained  by  the  charm  of  names  and  party  discipline, 
will  find  themselves  deceived.  How  can  you  keep  up 
discipline  in  a  party  when  you  have  lost  the  power  to  re- 
ward and  punish  1  What  cares  the  sheriff  of  the  county 
of  Otsego  for  the  political  opinions  of  the  president  or  the 
governor  1    It  is  to  the  electors  of  the  county  to  whom  he 
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«iiiBt  iM«n(I«r  an  account — it  ig  to  them  he  is  indebted  foir 
^ftt  favorM,  and  fo  tliem  be  looks  for  future  ad  vancemeivl. 

If  Mr.  Van  Buren's  original  plan  bad  been  adbeired  to 
— ^if  the  appointtnent  of  sberiils  and  county  cierks^-and 
MpeciBfly  of  justices  of  the  peace^had  been  controlled  by 
a  central  power— 4Le  mode  of  appointment  would  have 
lyeen  improTed^'but  the  work  would  hare  more  than  half 
heen  teflundotie — the  gr^t  l^vil  would  still  hare  eitisted. 
True,  as  Mr.  Van  Buren  said,  the  appointment  of  more 
than  eight  thousand  militia  otBcers  would  have  been  taken 
from  the  state  authorities  and  giren  to  the  people;-^bat 
these  are  oiScies  which  ar6  not  generally  sought  for|  they 
are  rather  a  burden  than  a  b^nt^fit  to  the  incumbents.  Itis 
'the  civil  offices,  which  afford  both  honor  and  profit,  whieh 
•among  us  are  sought  with  eagerness,  and  in  order  to  ob- 
tain these,  according  to  Mr.  Van  Buren's  plan,  the  candi- 
date would  have  Leen  compelled  to  prostrate  himself  be* 
fore  the  appointing  power  stationed  at  the  capital.  It 
would,  to  use  a  very  significant  expression  of  Gen.  Root, 
in  the  convention,  have  been  *^  gi\  ing  the  people  the  chaf 
while  the  wheat  was  left  to  pamper  ancj  fatten  the  central 
power.  I  do  not  believe  ous^system  of  appointments  and 
temovats,  at  present,  to  be  susreptible  of  improvement. 
^tt  is  as  near  perfection  as  it  can  be.* 

*  Previinv  to  the  RiihI  mljiitirnmi'm  ot  the  conventlont  the  followinff  hifthlf  a]^ 
|iro|»riHte  »nd  etegant  address  was  drawn  mod  reported  tf  Oen.  Rooti  and  via 
adopted  bj  the  conveotioa :  .  ^ 

"LX  CONVENTIO.V," 

**  ALBAmr,  Novmher  lO,  1891. 
*<The  delegntes  or  the  people,  in  conrentloDt  htfing  this  day  terminated  thetr 
<ii^U«tnttens,'prfsiein  to  you  the  eoastii«tl«n  of  the  state,  in  an  anradad  focsi, 
as  the  rcDult  of  the  arUnovs  aud  responsible  duties  which  your  couAdence  has 
im|K>sod  tip«m  them.  They  h^ve  Hflopted  this  coiirte  ttom  a  sence  of  rhe  ^nUi 
'•ftflletitiy«if  not  lmpra«ticabiHty,'or-snbmitilnc(  to  the  pftoplefor  their  mtifleatioDy 
in  sc)>arite  mticlf)*,  the  v»riou»  imeiidmeni*  which  have  been  adopted  hy  majo* 
riiies  «>f  the  convention.  This  ciifflctlftyts  very  much  incn^nsed  hy  the  retteitioni 
'tliHt  thi*ndnpti(iivor  arnne  articles*  and  the  rfjeetlon  af  others,  mipht  greatly  tm- 
pair  the  symmetry  of  the  whole.  The  convenience  of  having  the  amendments  hi. 
eontoraied  with  those  parts  of  the  constitution  which  are  to  remain  unaliCTadl 


After  the  ftm€ii(!e<l  coDstitution  was  engrofSsed,tbe  qiM»> 
Jien  was  put,  '^  shall  this  constitution  pass  1" 

Before  Ibis  great  ({ttestion  was  decided,  Mr.  Baeon^  «f 
Uticay  who  had  opposed  many  of  the  amendments  which 
Jiad  been  adopted  foy  the  majority,  delivered  a  brief  ad* 
stress,  which  evinces  so  much  liberality,  purity  of  iiil6»> 
lion,  and  patriotism,  that  I  cannot  deny  myself  the  ploA* 
core  of  copying  it. 

When  the  ayes  and  noes  were  called,  Mr.  Baconis 
name  being  first  on  the  catalogue,  he  rose  and  said : 

^Tfaat  he  was  sensible  that  this  was  not  the  proper 
•time  for  exhibkinijf  our  respective  views  of  the  great  qiM^ 
lion  now  put  to  us,  in  any  thing  which  bore  the  chara^Uir 
*ti  a  formal  speech,  and  he  was  not  indiscreet  enough'te 
-offer  himself  to  the  convention  with  that  view.  In  tbm 
silaation  in  which  he  stood,  he  asked  only  to  be  indulgdl 
twi<h  stating  with  great  brevity  one  or  two  prevaling  eo»- 
siderations  which  had  Influenced  the  decision  to  which  ht 
Ihad  come. 

^  That,  with  most  of  those  now  around  him,  he  eonli 
^Bfloubtedly  say,  that  this  was  by  far  the  most  solemn  an4 
'important  vote, as  to  its  character,  which  he  had  ever  been 
laalled  upon  to  record  on  the  journals  of  his  country,  eo, 

twin  readilf  be  pcredved.    We,  tkerefoie,  eabmit  to  tte  peoptei  tlie  «koleei^ 
iween  the  old  aod  the  amended  constitation. 

'<71iftt  dMfereace  eT  opinion  should  eilat  among  inditidaaU,  on  (he  rmA^m 
%afkm  nliich  have  passed  in  review  before  us^  will  not  excite  surprise.  Various 
local  interests,  and  diversity  of  poUiieal  sentiment,  among  a  free  people,  will,  of 
^iecessliy,  lead  to  differevit  opifllone.  Probably,  the  amended  eonetitntioa,  mm 
•ttfamitted,  is  not.  In  all  itt  provisions,  in  exact  accordance  witli  the  deskrcseir  aaf 
indiTidnal  member  of  the  conveiltion ;  hut  in  the  spirit  of  mutual  concession  and 
eomprOAiee,  we  have  come  ton  lestlt,  whieh  we  hope  the  peoplOi  actunted  hf 
Ihe  same  spira,  will  approve  and  rttiiy.  We,  tberrfoie,  submit  it  to  your  inve^ 
ligation,  reflection,  and  decision,  with  the  most  lespectful  deference ;  and  do  moil 
-ietomlT  tmplove  tlie  Supreme  Rnler  of  the  universe  that  He  will  perpctnatc  ttt 
Jilessinis  of  rational  ttbertyy  and  endue  us  plenteously  with  tliat  wisdom  fiooi 
iboTC,  which  Is  profitable,  ahd  discreet  in  fill  things. 

DAi^UBL  D.  TOMPKBfS,  FMsiteC 
Jomi  F.  Bjoowi  I  SMStmriM.'' 

P 
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for  himself)  he  would  not  conceal  that  it  was  one  which 
had  subjected  him  to  much  more  serious  embarrassmeati 
as  to  the  result  to  which,  from  the  highest  considerationa 
cf  public  duty,  he  ought  finally  to  come. 

'^  That  the  constitution  which  we  were  now  about  to 
sttbmit  to  the  people  of  the  state,  was  not  by  any  means 
such  an  one  as,  in  reference  merely  to  its  own  merits,  met 
with  his  approbation,  or  as  the  people  had  a  right  to  ex- 
pect of  this  convention,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  avow  as  his 
deliberate  opinion.  He  would  not  now  even  glance  a| 
those  detailed  considerations  on  which  thb  opinion  wa« 
founded.  But  situated  as  we  were,  there  was  now  leH 
both  to  us  and  the  people,  but  a  choice  of  altematiTeSi 
and  that  was  between  the  existing  system  of  govemmeati 
confessedly  and  experimentally  bad  and  defectiye  as  it  wasy 
both  in  relation  to  many  of  its  organizations,  and  its  prae> 
ttcal  operation  upon  the  peace,  the  welfare,  and  the  beslt 
interests  of  the  state. 

^<  In  some,  and  those  pretty  important  respects,  he  did 
most  firmly  believe  that  the  system  proposed  was  by  no 
means  an  improvement,  but  on  the  other  hand,  clearly 
worse  than  that  which  nov^existed.  The  occasion  would 
not  permit  him  even  to  allude  to  the  particular  parta  which 
in  his  judgment  justified  him  in  this  conclusion.  In  other 
^portant  respects,  he  was  as  free  to  acknowledge  that 
the  plan  now  before  us  contained  material  improvement 
upon  the  eld  one,  as  to  the  organization  and  distribution 
of  the  great  powers  of  government;  and  in  most  of  its 
subordinate  details,  that  it  was  decidedly  superior. 

^^  If  he  confined  his  views,  therefore,  only  to  the  promi- 
nent and  permanent  provisions  of  both,  he  should,  per- 
haps, be  inclined  to  conclude  that  the  good  and  bad  fea- 
tures of  each  were  not  very  unequally  balanced;  and  were 
it  not  for  one  provision,  which  formed  a  part  of  the  new 
systemi  but  was  altogether  wanting  in  the  old  one,  (and 
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which  be  coolfl  have  wished  had  been  separately  proposed 
to  the  people,)  he  might,  perhaps,  have  thought  it  his 
duty  to  vote  against  it  altogether;  and  that  was  the  pro* 
vision  for  ruturean^endments,  which  afforded  to  the  people 
a  means  of  correcting  what  we  had  done  amiss,  and  of 
curing  its  present  and  future  defects  with  reasonable  fi»- 
ci'ity,  without  resorting  to  the  difficult  and  dangerous 
experiment  of  a  formal  convention,  which  no  man,  he  be- 
lieved, would  wish  again  to  see  take  place,  so  long  as  the 
acknowledged  evils  of  our  present  system  were  at  all  tole- 
rable. And  with  this  meana  of  setting  right  whatever  had 
been  hastily  or  unadvisedly  sanctioned  here,  in  the  hands 
of  the  people,  he  consented,  not  without  much  doubt  and 
hesitation,  to  submit  our  whole  work  to  their  judgment 
and  ronsidetation,  leaving  even  his  own  judgment  open  to 
conviction  and  reconsi«ieration  on  that  last  appeal,  ahould 
better  and  more  mature  counsels  convince  him,  he  ought 
so  to  <io;  to  that  decimon  be  should  endeavor  cheerfully 
to  submit ,  cherishing,  he  believed,  aa  few  personal  hopes 
or  expectations,  from  any  state  of  things  which  might 
grow  out  of  it,  as  any  man  within  the  reach  of  his  voice. 
Such  was  the  b«st  result  of  ia  course  of  reflection  as  seri- 
ous and  unprejudice<l  as  he  had  ever,  on  any  occasion 
whatever,  been  called  upon  to  make  with  himself,  and 
which  terminated  in  the  aflkmative  vote  w4iicb  be  was 
now  prepared  to  give." 

When  Mr.  Bacon  hail  done  speaktagthe  clerk  proceeded 
with  the  call  of  the  roil  of  members,  and  but  eight  of  the 
whole  number  voted  in  the  negative.  These  were  Messra. 
Jay,  Jones,  Khiuelander,  Sanders,  Sylvester,,  Van  Home^ 
Van  Ness  and  Van  Vechten. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  N.  Sanford|the  thanka  of  theconven* 
tion  to  the  president  were  unanimously  voted.  Towhicbi 
Mr.  Toffipkioa  replied  in  the  foUowiiig  worda  :--• 
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^QwKTtMam^  I  MB  pCMtfated  with  a  due  flense,  not 
<HiIjr  of  Ihe  honor  conferred  by  your  selection  of  me  to 
-presidie  m  tkit  higklj  respeeltble  body — but  iilso  of  yoiir 
kkdneti  and  regwtl  nanlfisaled  by  the  tmahimous  retiolu- 
HioA  vUcIi  you  blrr€  htett  plMMd  to  ado|>t  at  the  ddire  (if 
the  MleflMi  duties  which  Ihe  people  have  comtnilted  fo  t»l. 

^  It  h  fkj  sEtioerb  'hopb  thfett  the  approbation  of  this 
cflmiAuatty  may  crown  the  result  of  our  consultations,  knd 
4iat  tt  omy  aceonplish  the  momentous  objects  fbr  whldi^ 
we  hiive  been  aswmbled,  and  redound  to  the  liberty,  traii- 
"quiUiiy,  and  peraument  wdfare  ttcmt  constituents,  and  fit 
!fost«rtty. 

^'  Whilst  I  tender  to  yon  ah  aflfeotionate  adieu,  indulge 
*aMr,  gentlemA,  in  a  fervent  expression  of  my  acknowl^ 
«dgment8  Car  your  uniform  support  and  approbation,  and 
<of  fl^f  beat  wtdiei  for  yourrcspecute  happiness  And  priM- 

The  tonrentfiM  then  adjoilnied,  and  lirith  the  adjouhi* 
-flftent  of  that  body  terminated  the  political  action  of  OoY. 
Tompkitts  in  the  state  of  N<9w-Tork.  He  continued,  it  is 
Irtte^  to  bold  the  oflke  of  irice^resident  of  the  UnitM 
8tnteS|  but  I  cannot  learn  tint  he  afterwards  interfered  in 
•any  party  contest  in  this  state,  or  eten  in  the  nation. 
'About  this  time^  or  rather  soon  after,  his  health  beeaofe 
igreatly  impaired,  and  he,«nflirtunately,  was  harrttssedand 
annoyeil  by  pecuniary  embarrassments^  to  a  degree  wtiidk 
rendered  the  latter  years  of  his  life  very  unhappy. 

it  wottid  a)»p«jir,  th^t  after  his  second  election  to  the 
vire-presidency,  he; gave  up  aril  expectation  of  future  p6- 
Ktical  ndvancenent.  To  a  man  who  had  l)een  in  publfe 
kfe  aAnost  from  tbe  time  he  was  constitutionally  eligibfe 
to  office,  who  bad  enjoyed  so  much  of  popular  ftror,  airil 
I  might  say,  almost  adoration,  and  who,  at  one  period  of 
Us  Me^had  well  founded  hopes  of  arriving  at  the  acme^ 
power  in  the  ianniaan  «epiibtic|  the  deteimtnation  f6 


abandon  political  life  must  have  cost  a  moat  painfiil  eflTort. 
I  lament  that  I  am  compelled  to  add^  that  in  the  latter 
part  of  his  life^  probably  in  order  to  allay  nerrous  irrita- 
bility and  excitqmcait)  be  bdulgedi  tQO:  frap^y  in  stimulat- 
ing drinks. 

It  is  impossible  for  those  who  knew  the  native  kindness 
of  bjs  heai;tj  and  b^  $ne  nocial  qiiHllHiea,  marrad.  tl^n^gb 
they  were  with  many  of  the  frailties  incidei^t^  to  himaai)^ 
lytur^  to  v^^  upon,  the  aitn^tion  Qf  C^t*  Tompkins 
s|»ort.Iy  before  hi*  deaths  without  tbfs  deep^^t  symp^thjf 
apd  witJipHt  experieiu^g  t]^e  i^psl^  painful  s^iffatM^uN 
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CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

FBOII  NOYBMBBR  !•,  iail«  TO  JANUABT  1,  Utt. 

The  conyention  adjourned|  without  day^  on  the  lOik 
day  of  November. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  new  congressi)  in  December^  a 
▼ery  warm  contest  arose  in  the  house  of  representativea 
in  respect  to  the  choice  of  a  speaker.  Mr.  Taylor  was 
again  a  candidate,  and  was  supported  now,  as  heretofore^ 
by  many  of  the  members  from  the  eastern,  middle,  and 
some  of  the  western  states.  Those  members  from  New- 
York,  who  were  elected  by  the  party  opposed  to  Qoy» 
Clinton,  (and  they  constituted  a  majority  of  our  delega* 
tion,)  warmly  opposed  the  elevation  of  Mr.  Taylor  to  the 
speaker's  chair.  The,  southern  members  had  some  diffi- 
culty in  fixing  upon  a  candidate;  but  they  eventually 
united  on  P.  P.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  since  an  associate 
judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  and  he 
was  elected.  There  were  five  ballotings.  P.  P.  Barbour, 
Samuel  Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Cscsar  A.  Rodney  of  Dela- 
ware, were  the  southern  candidates.  On  the  fifth  ballot, 
Mr.  Barbour  received  eighty-eight  votes,  Mr.  Taylor  six- 
ty-seven, and  there  were  seventeen  scattering  votes. 
This,  it  will  be  seen,  gave  Mr.  Barbour  a  majority  of  all 
the  votes.  His  election  was  produced  by  the  unanimous 
support  of  the  bucktail  members  from  this  state,  whose 
only  objection  to  Mr.  Taylor  was,  th^t  he  was  understood 
to  have  been  favorable  to  the  election  of  Mr.  Clinton,  in 
1820.  Federalists,  Clintonians,  and  democrats,  all  prO' 
fessed  to  be  the  supporters  of  the  administration  of  Mr. 
Monroe,  and,  of  these  three  parties,  it  is  probable  thefede* 
ralists  were  the  Bioet  sincere  friends  of  that  administration. 
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flb  fkff  M  related  to  national  measares,  I  am  not  aware  tbat 
Aere  was  a  shade  of  difference  between  the  Clintoniaii 
and  the  anti-Clintonian  democrats  of  this  state.  Why, 
flieni  should  the  members  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
belonging  to  the  latter  class,  hare  Toted  agamst  selecting 
a  speaker  from  their  own  state  t  Their  conduct  can  only 
be  charged  to  the  rigid  system  of  party  discipline  which 
prevailed  here.  Mr.  Gates  of  the  Intelligencer,  being 
astonished  and  confounded  at  the  course  taken  by  a  majo* 
rity  of  the  New- York  delegation,  gravely  remarked,  that 
^  there  must  be  something  peculiar  in  the  political  dis- 
tinctions in  New-York."  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  then  in  the 
United  States  senate,  and  it  is  alleged,  and  I  have  no 
doubt,  truly  alleged,  that  he  exerted  all  his  influence  with 
the  members  from  this  state,  to  induce  them  to  vote 
gainst  Mr.  Taylor.  But  Mr.  Van  Buren,  when  a  candi- 
date for  re-election  to  the  presidency,  in  1840,  experi- 
enced in  the  conduct  of  his  opponents,  in  his  own  state, 
the  same  want  of  regard  for  the  character  and  political 
influence  of  the  state,  as  he  and  his  friends  manifested  in 
the  election  of  speaker,  in  1821.  ^*  The  same  measure  ye 
mete,  it  shall  be  measured  to  you  again." 

'  The  legislature  convened  at  Albany,  on  the  second  day 
of  January*  On  the  evening  previous  to  their  meeting, 
flie  democratic  members  of  the  assembly,  held  a  caucus 
for  the  nomination  of  a  speaker.  They  were  divided  be- 
tween Mr.  Samuel  B.  Romaine  of  New- York,  and  Mr 
James  Burt  of  Orange  county.  The  two  parties  measur- 
ed their  strength  by  a  ballot,  and  Mr.  Romaine  received 
thirty-eight  votes,  and  Mr.  Burt  but  twenty-eight. '  Ro- 
maine was  therefore  declared  duly  nominated  and  ihe  next 
day  he  was  elected. 

After  the  two  houses  were  organized,  the  governor  met 
ihem  in  the  assembly  chamber,  and  delivered  an  able^ 
tluKigh  as  usual  somewhat  too  long  a  speech. 
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In  his  exordiuxD  he  alluded^  ia  vei^y  l^ndaooui  imt^  In 
the  civil  revolution  about  Xq  he  etfected  in  the  sMll 
government,  by  the  action  of  the  lata  convention.  Hi 
idbstained,  he  said,  from  expressing  any  opinion  on  tbn 
imendments  to  the  constitution,  which  had  been  recomi* 
mended,  because  that  question  was  now  beyond  th«  reach 
nf  all  delegated  authority,  being  referred  to  the  final  de- 
cision of  the  only  sovereign  power  which  existed  am^ong 
V8,  the  people  themselves. 

He  urged  that  the  most  safe  and  certain  means  of  t« 
creasing  the  national  wealth,  was  tb^  vigorous  prosecco 
tion  of  the  coasting  and  domestic  trade.  This  woul4 
create  a  demand  for  home  consumption,  i|^  thee  grain 
jewing  states.  For  this  reason  he  thought  domesti^^ 
manufactories  ought  to  be  protected  by  duties  on  impor- 
tations from  abroad. 

He.  congratulated  the  legishiture  on  the  rapid  progfi^ii, 
made  in  the  construction  of  the  canals,  and  he  expressed 
m  opbion  that  the  Erie  and  Champlain  oanals,  wbifib  haA 
he^n  (:iommenced  on  the  4th  July,  1817,  would  be  cowtr 
pJeted  during  the  year  1823.  He  recommeoded;  th% 
formation  of  a  board  for  public  improvement,  and  ba> 
noticed  the  canals  ^^hich  were  then  projected  in  Ohio,  and 
IDinois.  He  intimated  that,  m  his  judganent,  these  ii^ 
ftnt  states  ought  to  be  assisted  by  the  general  governmenl. 
in  carrying  into  effect  the  magnificent  plana  they  bad  proh 
jected,  and  he  urged  the  legislature  to  instruct  the  8en%* 
tora  and  request  the  m^abers  of  the  house  of  repvesenta*^ 
tiTes  from  this  state,  in  the  c(»a^>ess  of  the  Union^  to.  aa^ 
Iheif  effects  to  procure  a  grant,  tioi  these  stjgybes,  of  the  ai4 
which  they  reqiiired. 

The  city  of  Washington  had  applied,,  through  the  e^*- 
ecutive  of  this  state^  for  its  influen^ce  with  the  nalieaal 
government,  to  persuade  that  government  to  assist,  theaa 
in  the  execution  of  their  plaw  of  iui|proviiig   tbi^  citgr^ 


vbich  the  goTcrnor  ncommend^  lo  the  hsfOvMe  attan* 
CiMi  of  the  laembem. 

He  made  various  other  inportant  suggestiong,  awoog 
which  WM  a  reeommeftdation  to  alter  and  improve  our 
code  of  criminal  law,  and  concluded  what  waa  suppoiieid 
to  be  his  last  legislative  adilress^  with  this  very  commeiid- 
aMe  advice:  ^*  whatever  diversity  of  opiaioo  may  exist,  I. 
aaa  persuaded  that  we  will  all  co-operate  with  a  sincere 
aad  entire  devotion  to  our  solemn  and  momentous  dutieii, 
io  cherishing  a  spirit  of  conciliatioa  and  forbearance,  and. 
in  eultivattag  that  respect  which  we  owe  tp  each  otbep 
and  to  oiifselves." 

This  liberal  and  patriotic  suggestion  did  not  receive  the 
attention  which  its  intrinsic  merits  demanded  from  an  en* 
I^rbtened  body  of  men;  for  Mr.  Ulshoefier  immediately 
moved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  the  pro- 
priety of  answering  the  governor's  speech;  which  mo* 
tion  prevailed,  and  he  was  appointed  chairman  of  that^ 
committee.  He  made  a  labored  and  long  report,  in  which, 
he  animadverted)  with  great  severity,,  on  the  practice  of 
the  governor,  in  delivering  a  speech,  instead  of  sending^ 
aiMssage  to  the  legislature,  a  practice  by  the  by,  which  had 
been  i»  use  ever  since  the  organization  of  the  govern* 
ayent.  He  concluded  his  report  by  recoounending  tha 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

*^  Resdvedj  That  this  house  approves  of  the  deelarf^ 
tion  of  the  late  assembly,  ^  that  the  custom  of  delivering 
a  speech  by  the  executive  to  the  legislature  at  thf  openn 
ing  of  the  session,  and  of  relMming  ai^  iwi^wer  to  t^a 
lame,  ia  a  remaaAt  of  royalty,  not  reco«upe«ded  by  any 
considerations  of  public  utility,  and  ought  to.be  9holidl9 
til.*''' 

Seveial  years  before,  ibe  goveroot  had  ia  bia  aniMMl 
a|Mach»  stated  to  the  kgislaitiire  that  en  his  part  he  wav^d 
the  claim  on  them  for  an  aaawef,  bit  thU  1^  prfCmM 


90  roLiTicAi*  Bmomr  [ISEtt. 

coming  in  person  to  the  legislatare  and  deliTering  aa  m^ 
dressi  to  sending  a  message,  because,  in  his  jadgment| 
that  course  was  most  respectful  to  the  representatiTes  of 
the  people.  Whether  the  governor  would  address  the 
members  personally  or  communicate  with  them  by  mea* 
sage,  was  a  matter  which  it  was  as  exclusively  his  pr&> 
vince  to  decide  as  the  hour  of  meeting  of  the  assembly 
was  for  them  to  determine.  He  had  decided  on  the  quea^ 
tion  and  was  supported  in  that  decision  by  the  uniform 
practice  of  his  predecessors,  and  he  had*  rendered  a  mo* 
dest  and  respectful  reason  for  the  course  he  had  adopted. 
All  that  the  assembly  would  do,  was  to  determine  that 
they  would  make  no  answer  to  his  speech;  and  the  ex* 
pression  of  this  determination  was  unnecessary,  because 
the  governor  had  informed  them  he  neither  required  or 
expected  any.  The  assertion  that  the  practice  ot  deliver- 
ing speeches  and  making  answers  was  ^^  a  remnasU  of 
foydlty^^  must  have  been  made  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
producing  effect. 

^^  Mr.  J.  M'Kown  said  he  was  opposed  both  to  the  re- 
port and  resolution.  The  committee  had  travelled  out  of 
their  bounds,  and  had  speculated  upon  abstract  subjectsi 
which  bad  not  been  submitted  to  their  consideration.  He 
then  offered  as  a  substitute  for  the  resolutions  offered  by: 
the  chairman  of  the  select  committee,  the  following  recitid 
and  resolutions. 

^^  Whereas,  the  committee  who  were  appointed  to  report 
on  the  propriety  of  answering  the  speech  of  bis  excellen* 
cy  the  governor,  have  reported  to  the  house,  and  given 
statements  and  opinions  on  matters  not  subautted  to  Uiem} 
therefore, 

^*  Resolved^  as  the  sense  of  this  committee,  that  they 
disagree  to  the  report  of  the  select  committee,  and  that 
fke  said  committee  be  discharged  from  any  further  ( 
nderation  of  the  subject  referred  to  them. 
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^  Resolved^'  That  the  former  custom  of  returning  an 
■Mwer  to  the  speech  of  his  excellency  the  governor  bar- 
iog  been  abolished,  this  committee  does  not  deem  it  ne- 
ceMary  to  revive  such  practice. 

^  Here  an  animated  debate  ensued,  which  occupied  tha 
principal  part  of  the  day,  and  in  which  the  substitute  of- 
fered by  Mr.  M^Eown  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and 
by  Messrs.  Ford,  Cady,  Rumsey,  Ruggles  and  Bronson; 
and  opposed  byMessrsUlshoefferandtheSpeaker;  when 
the  question  on  the  subject  was  taken  by  ayes  and  noes, 
and  decided  in  the  negative.'' 

After  this  matter  was  disposed  of,  very  little  of  party 
feeling  was  elicited  during  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  although  after  the  adjourn- 
ment of  this  legislature j  the  Clintonian  party  apparently 
ceased  to  exist,  that  party,  as  represented  at  the  seat  of 
government,  had  the  appearance  of  considerable  strength. 
It  held  the  executive  department  of  the  government;  its 
members  in  the  assembly  had  increased  since  the  preced- 
bg  year,  and  it  possessed  in  that  body  a  decided  prepon- 
derance of  talent.  Messrs.  MeKown,  Bronson,  (now  a 
judge  of  the  supreme  court,)  Ford,  Ruggles,  and  J.  W. 
Cady,  were  men  whose  talents  would  have  rendered  them 
an  ornament  to  any  deliberative  body.  In  the  senate,  too, 
the  party  had  received  an  accession  of  members,  and  per- 
*  sonal  weight  of  character.  But,  notwithsanding  this,  an 
impression  almost  universally  prevailed,  that  the  Clintonian 
party  could  not  regain  its  ascendancy,  and  therefore,  as  an 
organized  party,  it  was  dissolved  the  ensuing  summer,  by 
a  general,  though  a  tacit  consent. 

On  the  lOth  of  January,  the  assembly  proceeded  to  the 
choice  of  a  council  of  appointment,  and  John  Townscnd 
of  the  southern,  Charles  E«  Dudley  of  the  middle,  Benja- 
min Mooers  of  the  eastern,  and  Perry  O.  Childs  of  the 
western  districts,  were  elected.    The  members  were  all 


oppoaente  of  the  g<Mr«rAQr,  iu4wi|h«mn4jb»g  t)Nl  tliro,gett- 
tU^men  19^1  named  wer9  el^Qted  a^i  his  poUliQal  fri^rncis,  im 
oppo^tioQ  to  caniliilHtes  whQ;  franl^jy  allowed,  diflerea^ 
political  views.  This  was  the  la^t,  qouncil  o{  appomtoi«|(^ 
biijtjit  did  very  little;  for^  in.  kcXy  tberii  w^  i^y  Utile  lo 
b«  done,  unless  th^y  bad  busied  themselves  in  turning 
tb^ir  own.  friends  ouH  of  oflSre.,  I  Ifik^  this  qcqasion  t^ 
remark,  thai  Mr«  Dudley  ami  Gen.  Mpoer^  were  mild  an^ 
moderates  m^n,  perfectly  kind  and  aif^inble  inrtb^ir  feelingii, 
and.  W014M  have  been  very  illy  suited  by,  nature.  t<>  )mvt 
performed  the  part  which  was  performed  by  tb^lF  iliun#r 
difMe  predecesaonst 

The  legisladure,  durng  this  session,  passed  la^ws  fO£ 
sipppi*Uoning  the  members  of  assembly  among  ih^  several 
CQunti^s,  according  to  the  whole  number  fixed  by  thst  nw% 
constitution;  also  directing  the  time  and  mannf^r  of  ^\^tr 
ing  the  state  officers  by  the  two  boui^ea,  and  qf  appoinjtr 
iqg  thj9  justices  of  the  pea(L*e  in  the  various  CQMnti<fS  qf  thft 
state,  an^l  for  limiting  the  coroners  to  be  chpseft  in  ei^ 
county  to  the  number  of  four.  They  also  pi^s^ed  a  lavf/ 
dividing  the  slate  into  thirty  congressional,  distiricts* 

By  the  eleventh  section  of  the  seventh  article  of  thf|. 
attended  constitution  it  wa^  provitied,  that  np  lotteq^ 
should  thereafter  be  aothorizeiJ  in  the  statej  that  the  legisr 
lature  should  pass  laws  to  prevent  the  ^ale  of  all  lottecjr 
tickets  within  this  state*  e}^cept  ir\  lotteries  a,tready  prov4^ 
de<l  for  by  law.  Thia,  olauj^e  recognised  the  Lottery  grantji, 
already  made  by  the  legislature.  The  only  giants  theo, 
existing  were  those  munificent  pravisiona  for  qijt  litei^arjf 
institutions  which  were  c;ranied  in  t,he  \,^^f  18)4* 

Under  the  ol4  lottery  system^  thf^  n^nagers  ^ffe 
appointed  by  the  state,^and  in  that  way  the  ^tat^  became 
liable  for  all  losf^^  whirh  arose  through,  tb^  feglect  of 
misconduct  of  the  managers*  Apparently  for  tlu?  purpnsi^ 
of  relievmg  the  state  from  this. resjwuubiiit),  qf^  the  iiftjl, 


^'AprH^^law  wm  piisfied  aitthorisfti^  the  insiitutioiiBy  for 
wbote  benefit  i\^tm  lotteries  had  been  gnuited,  to  asBume 
^e  iilpervision  and  diredinn  of  tbe  lotteries,  antl  to  ap« 
ip6\ni  such  aad  86  many  mantgers  or  agents  as  they  should 
iie^m  propePy  and  to  make  such  contracts  in  relation  thereto 
«8  they  inigtit  thiiik  expedient.  By  this  act,  the  state,  in 
"B  great  AEietisore,.parted  with  its  contiol  over  the  lotteries; 
mod  Ifae  institutions,  which,  I  believe,  were  principally 
represented  by  Doot.  Nott,  caniraeted  with  Mr.  John  B. 
Yates  and  Mr.  ArchibaUi  Mclntyre  to  manage  the  lottery. 
TUs  was  one  of  the  most  important  contrarts,  if  so  it 
tnigbt  be  called,  that  ev^r  was  made  and  executeii  in  this 
^Onimiinity.  By  it,  Mt^rs.  Yates  and  Mclntyre  w^re 
irest^i  with  the  exchisire  monopoly  of  issuing  and  vendiifg 
«ll  the  tickets,  whiv.h,  in  all  luture  time,  were  to  be  pot  in 
^rculation  in  the  state  or  New- York,  until  they  shottM| 
ifom  that  portion  of  the  gains  which  they  did  not  apply 
to  their  own  use,  pay  several  hundreds  of  tbousanfis  of 
lioltaTS  to  th<!  literary  institutions.  The  time  within  which 
*the  contractors  should  pay  and  satisfy  the  grants  mailo  to 
the  institutions,  was  to  be  fixed  by  the  comptroller.  Tbete 
5MS  nb  rtpason  to  apprehend  that , he  would  be  inclined 
Mffsaoonftbly  to  restrict  the  time  for  the  existence  of  the 
iMihopoly,  provided  the  contranora  should  ilatisfy  the  in* 
%tilttttons,  and  keep  them  quiet.  This,  to  say  the  least, 
was  all  extremely  ill-ailvised  and  hassanlous  act  of  le- 
Tgffilaiton.  Fortunately  for  the  public  and  the  literary  in- 
hrtitutiorts,  the  contractors  were  men  of  hi[jfh  honor  and 
integrity,  and  I  believe,  so  ex=iM-uted  the  law  and  Iheir 
eUnt^iiCt  as  fully  to  carry  into  effect  the  intention  of  the 
'kgisfeture.  They  actually  closed  the  bijsiness  within  a 
tenaonabte  time.  They  made,  as  was  to  b»ive  been  ex- 
f>«cted,  and  indeed,  as  perlmps  was  right  they  should  have 
*lnade,  It  splendid  fortune  out  of  the  enterprise.  Mr.  John 
4)%  Yimes,  a  tnlenied  and  benevolent  maii|  wiiLin  a  few 
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yemrs  after  this  contract  was  made,  assigned  bis  interesl 
in  it  to  his  brother  Hen^y  Yates,  the  senator  whom  I  hare 
so  often  mentioned,  and  Mr.  John  Ely,  Jun.  another  re- 
markably correct  business  man,  and  he  himself  retired  to 
his  residence  in  the  country,  where  he  not  long  ago  died^ 
highly  esteemed  and  deeply  lamented.  Mr.  Mclntyre, 
from  the  time  he  engaged  in  this  business,  withdrew  from 
any  active  participation  in  political  contests.  His  success 
in  the  execution  of  this  great  contract  rendered  his  remoTml 
from  the  oflSce  of  comptroller  instead  of  being  an  injury, 
a  great  favor  to  him.  After  closing  his  business  as  lotte- 
ry contractor,  he  returned  to  his  old  and  favorite  city, 
Albany,  where  he  now  lives  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  that 
happiness  which  the  consciousness  of  a  well  spent  life, 
the  gratitude  of  his  numerous  friends,  (many  of  whom, 
from  the  kindness  and  benevolence  of  his  nature,  he  has 
saved  from  ruin,)  and  the  universal  esteem  of  the  wise  and 
good,  can  confer. 

The  legislature  adjourned  on  the  17th  of  April,  withosi 
passing  any  law  of  importance,  except  those  to  which  'I 
have  alluded. 

During  this  winter,  the  people  at  the  polls  of  election, 
passed  upon  the  question  whether  the  amended  constitu- 
tion should  be  adopted  or  rejected.  In  the  month  of  FA- 
ruary  returns  were  made  at  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
state,  from  all  the  counties  in  the  state,  from  which  it  ap- 
peared that  there  were  given  seventy-five  thousand  four 
hundred  and  twenty-two  votes  for  the  constitution,  and 
forty-one  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-seven  against 
it,  exhibiting  a  majority  of  THIRTY-THREE  THOU- 
SAND NINE  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY-FIVE.  It 
was  fortunate  that  so  great  a  unanimity  of  opinion  preyail* 
ed  on  this  vitally  important  question,  and  it  was  creditable 
to  the  character  and  intelligence  of  the  people,  that  this  civil 
revolution  was  brought  about,  and  that  it  finally  termiaatod 
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ID  a  manner  so  quiet  and  peaceable.  The  experience  of  a 
few  years  convinced  all  candid  men  who  voted  with  the  mi- 
nority,  that  the  new  constitution  was  preferable  to  the  old. 

For  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  the  spirit  of  the  times^  I 
think  it  will  be  proper  to  detail  an  incident  which  took 
place  in  relation  to  the  Albany  post  oflke,  although  the 
occurrence  itself  was  not  necessarily  connected  with  the 
ftate  politics.  Mr.  Southwick,  who  had  been  for  several 
years  post  master  at  Albany,  had  become  a  defaulter,  and 
was  on  that  account  removed  from  the  office. 

Gen.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  then  a  member  of  con*- 
gress  from  the  county  of  Albany,  was  a  candidate  for  ap- 
pointment, to  the  vacant  office.  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  had 
been  a  steady  and  uniform  federalist;  but  from  his  boy- 
hood he  had  manifested  a  greater  inclination  for  military 
than  civil  life.  He  had  much  rather  shoot  at  an  enemy, 
in  arms  against  his  country,  than  argue  a  constitutional 
question  with  his  neighbor.  His  gallant  services  under  ' 
Gen.  Wayne,  in  his  Indian  expedition,  and  at  the  head  of 
the  New-York  militia  on  the  Nias^ara  frontier,  (though  the 
attack  was  imprudent  and  ill  judged,)  during  the  last  war, 
were  then,  and  indeed  now,  too  well  known  to  require  to 
be  detailed  on  this  occasion.  A  respert  for  his  military 
services  and  personal  bravery  induced  many  of  the  repub- 
lican  members  of  congress,  especially  from  the  western 
states,  to  advocate  his  appointment,  and  he  was  according- 
ly appointed.  Chancellor  Lansing  was  the  candidate 
nominated  by  the  democratic  party  at  Albany.  Previous, 
however,  to  the  decision  of  the  national  executive  m  rela- 
tion to  the  Albany  post  office,  vi<»e-pnsident  'rompkins, 
and  the  two  New- York  senators,  Kufus  Kin|<  and  Mattin 
Van  Buren,  communicated  to  the  president  aii'l  post  mas- 
ter general  a  formally  written  protest  againstt  theappoint- 
V\ent  of  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer,  exclusively  on  the  ground 
that  he  was  a  federalist.*     Thi5  i^tmi-oificial  avowal  of  a 
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•ctnse  why  a  gallant  soldier  should  not  participate  in  tke 
ctTil  patronage  of  the  government,  was  viewed  with ' 
der  by  some  of  the  republican  members  who  were 
quainted  with  New- York  politics.  To  us  it  was  not  at  all 
surprising.  The  course  of  Gov.  Tompkins  and  Mr.  V«li 
Auren,  on  this  occasion!  was  in  substance  the  same  whidi 
faftd  been  pursued  by  both  political  parties  since  the  &► 
moos  council  of  1801 ,  called  Clinton  and  Spencer's  008»> 
oil.  What|  I  suppose)  excited  mare  seal  on  the  pan  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  was  the  fact  that  his  favorite  council,  at 
the  head  of  which  stood  Judge  Skinner,  had,  the  winter 
before,  removed  this  same  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer  from 
the  office  of  adjutant  general,  (a  military  office,)  solely  ott 
political  grounds.  He  looked,  therefore,  on  the  course 
adopted  by  Mr.  Monroe,  of  whom  Mr.  Van  Buren  and 
•his  friends  claimed  to  be  the  exclusive  supporters,  as  a 
direct  condemnation  of  the  conduct  of  the  democratic  poli- 
cy in  New^York.  Considering  what  may  be  called  the 
common  law  of  parties  in  this  state,  and  making  due  al^ 
iowance  for  it,  I  cannot  censure  with  severity  the  condnet 
of  Mr.  Tompkins  and  Mr.  Van  Buren.  But  the  condn<sl 
of  Mr.  King  ought  to  be  tried  by  a  different  rule.  He 
had  been  uniformly  a  federalist;  had  been  supported  by 
tiMt  party  steadily,  from  the  year  1787;  had,  in  1814, 
been  elected  to  the  United  States  senate  by  the  fefictalists, 
and  had  been  re-elected  by  their  unanimous  vote;  although, 
for  special  and  peculiar  reasons,  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his 
ifriends,  the  last  time  he  was  elected,  hsd  supportetl  him. 
It  was  under  these  circumstances  that  Mr.  King  opposed 
ihe  appointment  of  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer  to  the  office 
of  post-master  in  Albany,  becttuse  ht  toaSf  or  had  6eeii,  e 
federati9i. 

Mr.  Vhn  Rensselaer  and  his  family  and  friends  bad 
twice  supported  Mr.  King  for  senator  and  more  than  onee 
for  governor  of  Mew-York,  and  Mr.  King  for   that  an4 
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WlUilir  ffeamsB,  and  none  other,  protested  i^insft  liii'fl^ 
ff^inMent.  Tbki  act  was  wholly  unworthy  of  Mr.  Kifl^ 
frho  during  a  long  course  of  public  Kfei  on  mil  «tker«^ 
^teiOBS^  conducted  with  great  dignity;  and  alHiougli  w€ 
alight  believe  his  political  opinions  erroneous,  yet  m%mh 
Josttcd  smd  venerated  the  individual  as  aft  high  ff'wIjB 
asd  boaorable  man.  He  had  been  a  national  «ik1  mH^ 
stale  politician,  and  his  initiation  into  the  aaystofies  rf 
Albmf  politics  during  the  convention,  the  aututAB  fa»- 
^tfeeding,  oraat  liave  produced  this  ill  adviaed  adt  tm  Mk 
which,  I  b«v«  sio  doubt,  he  shortly  afterwafds  ragretlsdj 

'Hw  question  which,  among  politicians,  absnrbed  «H 
iBllMfs,  and  indeed  engrossed  the  attention  of  the  Nefr 
Yoric  pvblte  in  general,  was,  who  shouhl  be  tie  weiH 
gpvwuur  1  The  government,  under  the  new  fami)  wito 
•to  be  put  in  operation  by  the  executive  and  legialatifaaw 
Ihontiea,  who  were  to  be  chosen  in  Novembei^  llil. 
^1  theicivtl  offices  would  then  become  vacant,  iadudMig 
^Rbigh  offices^  of  chancellor  and  judges  of  the-aupEciie 
tsdnrt,  wilidi  had  heretofore  been  un  tangible  lify  tiie«^ 
^ia^g  |>oW^r,  and  all  the  great  state  offices.  AH  ihMs 
wSoes  were,  if  I  niay  so  express  myself,  to  be  thn^m  iO- 
sf^tlier  in  one  mass,  at  the  capitol,  and  the  man  wbMdiaiM' 
ha  deded  governor,  was  to  distribute  the  greater  »pariiif 
'Ibem, 'and  bestow  them  on  such  persons  as  beaboald  bi* 
Jieve  SBO^t  worthy,  or  were  most  agreeable  to  biin.  Ho 
wevder  4faen  that  deep  and  intense  anxiety  ^sbauld  baM 
yervadcd  the  minds  of  all  in  respect  to  his  ieledlioa« 

Fvonaihe  result  of  the  election  of  members  of  ^asstai- 

Uyyitt  1821,  sind  of  delegates  to  the  conventioB,  ia' Jaaa 

laf  that  year,  tmd  also  from  the  general  tone  of  pahfa 

iieatiflieat  every  where  expressed,  it  was  aiost  evident  Mnl 

4ha  daadidate,  who  riiould  be  nominated  by  thedaimMBb- 

ic  ipaity^  ^rould  be  eledted.     All  the  ihtelligeiit  friaslds 

«af  >llr^  421fartcli  were  convinoed  >of  thia,  and  ttntescf  tta% 
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dbclared  to  bim  that  such  was  their  opinimifami  ihaf 
therefore  advised  him  to  decline  a  oompelition.  Ek|  So^ 
flome  time,  hesitated,  but  finally  yielded  to  their  sugges- 
tions. But,  in  order  to  carry  him  off  the  field  with  the 
best  possible  grace,  a  meeting  wss  got  up  in  Albany  by  Mt« 
rWilliam  James,  Mr.  Archibald  M'Intyre  and  a  few  otbess 
«f  Mr.  Clinton's  staunch  friends,  at  which  they  passed  reso^ 
lutions  highly  laudatory  of  his  character  and  public  wetwi 
ces,  and  appointed  a  committee  to  inquire  of  him  whether 
he  would  consent  to  be  a  candidate  for  re-election.  As 
was  anticipated,  he  expressed  his  determination  not  to 
«iiffer  his  name  to  be  used.  The  field  was  of  course  left 
«lear  for  any  man  who  should  be  so  fortunate  as  to  obtam 
St  regular  legislative  caucus  nomination  of  the  democra- 
fAe  party.  This  state  of  things  led  to  a  scene  of  manosu* 
^string  and  electioneering  by  the  aspirants  to  the  execa- 
tive  chair,  and  their  respective  friends  before  unequalled 
and  unprecedented.  Several  gentlemen  were  named — 
Mr.  Sandford,  Oen.  Root,  P.  B.  Porter^  Ifenry  Seymour 
and  sundry  others  were  spoken  of,  but  the  contest  finally 
settled  down  between  Judge  Yates  and  Col.  Young.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  Gov.  Tompkins  would  have  preferred 
the  government  of  this  state  to  the  vice  presidency,  but 
whether  he  considered  his  acceptance  of  that  office  a  bar 
to  his  being  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  governor,  or 
whether  bis  political  friends  were  disinclined  again  to 
support  him,  I  am  not  advised.  The  probability  however 
is,  that  the  party  generally  desired  to  bring  some  new  man 
into  the  government,  for  it  is  certain  Mr.  Tompkins  was 
not  seriously  mentioned  as  a  candidate.  Col.  Young  was 
admitted  by  all  to  be  a  man  possessing  talents  of  a  high 
order.  His  political  tact  and  character  had  been  fully 
developed  in  the  legislature,  in  the  convention  and  as  a 
slate  officer.  No  man  charged  him  with  a  want  of  in- 
teprrity;  but  he  was  considered  by  his  political  opponents 


hlid  also  by  flome  who  d«m^  to  bo  of  bis  own  jmrij^  as 
okra  radical  in  his  political  views  and  illiberal  if  not  Ib- 
ivioioiifl  towards  his  oppoDWts. 

Joseph  C.  Yates  had  been  for  many  years  a  judge  of 
the  supreme  court;  his  friends  did  not  claiaa  for  him  either 
great  or  brilliant  talents^  but  he  was  supposed  to  be  dk- 
cineet,  cautious  and  prudent;  he  was  modest  and  mild  in 
bas  deportment;  he  had  never  ((iven  evidence  of  a  vindic- 
tivei  persecuting  spirit)  and  he,  as  I  said  of  Mr.  Van 
Vechten^wasconstitutionally  opposed  to  serious  innova- 
tions* 

Mr.  Young,  thtt'efore,  was  supported  by  a  large  majo- 
:iity  of  what  are  called  your  thorough  going  politicianS| 
while  the  more  mild  and  conservative  portion  of  the  par- . 
ly  wer€  for  Mr.  Yates.  But  various  personal  consider^* 
tions  influenced  many  of  the  the  members  to  take  sidess  for 
me  or  the  other  candidate  according  to  their  individual) 
supposed  or  real  interest,  or  their  personal  predilections 
or  prejudices. 

The  friends  of  Gov.  Clinton,  and  eqiecially  of  CSiief 
Justice  Spencer,  and  indeed  the  other  judges  of  the  su* 
preme  court,  were  very  desirous  thsi^  Yates  should  be  nomi* 
nated;  and  although  they  could  havie  no  direct  public  in- 
fluence with  the  democratic  members,  yet  they  had  pe^ 
•onal  friends,  either  among  the  members  or  those  who  bail 
il^uence  with  tbem,  which  was  brought  to  bear,  no  doubt 
with  considerable  effect. 

The  secretary  of  state,  Mr*  John  Van  Ness  Yates,  who 
was  a  distant  relative  of  the  judge,  was  a  man  of  enga- 
ging manners  and  good  address,  and  had  many  personal 
friends.  His  residence  was  at  Albany,  and  his  official 
jtation  enabled  him  to  keep  up  a  constant  intercourse  with 
most  of  the  republican  members  of  the  legislature.  Ho 
did  not  fail  to  put  in  requisition  all  his  skill  and  ingenofe- 
tg  in  behalf  of  the  nomination  of  Judge  Yates. 


IbO  potWlttAX.  m^ttmr  [I8K. 

A'difldill  6f  Ite  ^emacHitie  tii«nb«[ii  was  eventiiaHy  heM, 
lAJ  Mr.  ^Ifefteft  ^IfllnlMI  li  IMtmHerabie  majorily  oitr 
Col.  Youngi  and  was  dedltf^il  duly  Doliiiim<«d.  CM. 
1r<^  Wifk  Hi  :Mb!lfl9sV>ll  th^^^^wig  t»r  the  fcaUcom  A 
^Ml^ttMa  Srii6  ii)ym  ^hb  'tft^ihg  wUh  tiiiii,  wrote  tMe 
^Attli^^doVMfM  Ipt^r^  ^eetly  iUdlifet^M  a1n>*t  tfelB 
"VeMiit,  kM  iAt^  %  liKM^et  taiite  tn  a^d  anttoulvced  tbe 
-iitttiiUiaticrif/Bnr.  t.  j6ei$ielyiaMy  <^I  ckn  do  without  tVe 
«Wate  dr  lirBw-Ydrk,  Hfis  W^ll  «»  tUe  state  can  do  Wilhoiit 
Hre.**  «Thls,''  te^s  %S)r  t<ftrf«^6iideiit)  "would  iuiTe 
been  a  little  yain-glorious  if  he  had  been  chagrined,  €f 
liad  hdt  actultlhf  ^It^  H  in  ia  style  of  badinage." 

Aftdr  it  be^fcb^  eVtif^ht'tliat  tkeClintonitin  paHy  would 
1^  t^r^^ht  ti  ckffdidlite  ifi  Oppit^ttiiOfn  to  Judge  Yates,  and 
*«ar1y  !h  the  toi&ihd'  iff  18S2,  Mr.  Solomon  Southwick 
lihnO^Mfced  faifiiifself  "a^  i  tahdidate.  There  wKs  sotiietfaiil|r 
iM^lAt  in  the  teefttal  eODhtftdtion  of  Mr.  S6uthWick. 
Vk  SHiKBf  beyoted  qai^tibii,  ittean  6f  genius;  b^t  ho  mMi 
ever  lived,  who  might  be  called  sane,  who  wa!s  so  ibudi 
HaiitA  ^ecohm\  I6f  ^sMh  "M^  ViM  faiideis.  His  itnagi- 
HHttV^h  Wa»  ikic^t  \^(il^i  ttid  tOhstituted  fhle  cbtittolitng 
"IJiKWMr'bf  Ikfift  thfad.  ^Xttte  bad  formed  bim  fdr  a  poet 
'fUdii^d,  lie  ^note  polAry  #itb  cohstderable  taste  iifid  eli^ 
^ce.  Whfi^n  hit  WIfs  1h  tm  full  fide  of  success  a^  i  btf- 
HlHkik  ttiah^^Vi  ^6li¥[<i{M,  which  Embraced  the  period  1M«h 
4JNi4  Y6  181S,  lie  w^  ^ddehly  ratsed,  by  in  coAbtnatibh 
of  fortuitous  circumstances,  to  great  poUtrcal  inihience, 
%lhd  mmt^  96^e&  ihtb  bis'cdSers  he  Iscarcely  knew  bow 
Hk  %hy.  iMrihg  Aslt  period  be  indulged  in  pteasot^. 
HSk  Was  benevolent,  My,  gehefod^,  tb  a  IhuU.  Miny  itf 
Vbe  tibjects  ih«  f^fjilfjittits  t)f  life  btranty  were  utterly  titt- 
Hfbrthy,'fcrid  %^dh  wei*,  6T  dnirfte,  ungrateftil  When  hb 
^fchsed  tb  h&ve'th^  f^d^etY64hiilister  to  tbeit  pleasroit^  ^ 
ISMt  %auVs.  In  th^  days  bf  ^  prdsperity  bis  WtM  hiid 
extravagaift'iMiigtttttita  idi  %Mi4tkte  HbsOHl  ftiitl  tidictf- 


4(«wmi4s  of  MiuB.  Aftes  he  vnniidNc^  Ia  pMtrijit. 
i#d  b'm  potUical  inA»mc«  waft  ciit«€l]B  i^icMtmlef^  kft  \m^ 
ome  ftiU  mprQ  Tisioiiftry  ood  fcnlMrti^ 

i  ipftlMve  U  if,  Mf.  Hume  mba •]»»  <li»g|W  m.4tip»t. 
iflle  ciriBiiinytwefis,  wfaeo  all  Ma;Ninablehia|ie^<'wliaf  fcon 
hsmw  «g«Doy  bfisj  ar^  gmcially  diapoMd  lo  iMipeior  aaA 
fcoia  the  miracokBia  inlevjpopltoaolsMietiuiaiUe  fAwintk 
Wff  propWiity  m  fauJMA  qaime^  if  il  austai  wa»  iKivik»r«4 
lilt  Vtfm  active  i&  Mr*  Southvick^  bj^kiaaidbii*  and-untoftr 
tiolable  imagination.  He  was  in  daily  expectation. Ibali/ 
tbe  next  mail  woul4  brii^  kJW^,  MWW  ^^  be  had  drawn 
the  highest  prize  iq  4  lottery;  and  I  }^x^  Ifpqi^^m  bor- 
row money  of  a  fri^^d  under  a  solemn  pJlf  40®  9I  k\f^  honor, 
and  be  would  gladly  have  pledged  his  life,  for  its  repay- 
ment  in  ten  days,  and  have  aftev«aadk  ascertained  that  his 
sole  expectntipn  of  jptdeeming  his  p)f^  4efim4ed  on 
his  drawing  i|  priji/^nj^  tbe  next  l«||t||rjriniii^  be  was 
interested  should  be  drawn.  When  I  say  that  I  think 
Mr.  S.  was  honest  when  be  made  those  assurances,  I 
shall  scarcely  be  believed;  and,  if  I  am  believeii,  when  I 
say  I  consider  him  a  man  of  talents,  I  sbaU  be  Mgarded  as 
absurd.  But  let  any  man  look  at  th?  result  of  -his  edlto- 
rial  labors  in  the  Albany  Register,  from  1801  to  1812;  to 
bin  poem  entitled  <*The  Pleasures  of  Poverty,"  and  other 
productions  of  his  pen,  and,  it  seems  to  me,  the  fact  that 
be  possessed  respectably  ^.'f  ^tf ,  yt^l  not  be  denied.  This 
was  tbe  man  w^o  took  the  field,  on  his  ^wn  motion,  as 
tbe  opposing  gubernatorial  candidate  tq^  Judge  Yates. 
But  hie  was  doomed  to  experience,  what  every  man  of 
eommon  sense  anticipate^  f^  \otfiJi  jfililure.  He  received 
so  few  votes  that  the  election  of  ^r.  Y(|t^  may  ^e  said 
to  have  been  unanimoufi.  Certainly  be  ^a|K  m^f^  gover* 
nor  by  general  consent 


pouvioa  anmMiT  [18SI3. 

Someaay  oppositioa  can  be  said  to  hsre  b^n  made  to 
the  election  of  denooraiic  membem  ^  the  legiihtwe. 
The  state,  by  virtue  of  the  new  constitution,  had  been 
divided  into  eight  senatorial  districti.  In  soatie  of  the 
districts  no  opposition  was  made  to  the  regnlarly  nomina- 
ted democratic  candidates,  and  tn  aU  those  districts  in 
which  an  oppositiMi  tidMt  %«aS'Snpported|  the  democmlio 
senators  were  elected  by  triumphant  flwjorities.  The  M- ' 
lowing  are  the  names  of  die  pervons  who  composed  ikn 
fimt  Senate  which  waa  elected  under  the  now  got  cm 
ment: 

fVaiH  th9  Fint  Distrwt. 
Walter  Bowne,  John  A.  Eing^ 

Jasper  Ward,  John  Lefferts. 

John  Hunter,  John  Suydam, 

Stephen  Thome,  James  Burt. 

Charles  £;  Dudley,  James  Mallory, 

Bdward  P.  Livingston,         Jacob  Sutherland. 

Fourth  District. 
Archibald  Mclntyre,*  Melancton  Wheeler^ 

John  Cramer,  David  Erwin. 

nfth  District. 
Samuel  Beardsley,  Alvin  Bronson, 

Thomas  Greenly,  Sherman  Wooster. 

Sixth  Distnct. 
Farrand  Strannahan,  Isaac  Ogden, 

Tilly  Lynde,  Samuel  O.  Hathaway. 

•  Of  Unmwtmnf  e— tf»  wad  tte  tot*  Mnptroaw. 
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Si9Mh  Dkiriet. 

*Bjmm  Grreene^  Silas  Bowker, 

Jonas  Earl«  Jun.  Jesse  Clark. 

Eighth  District. 

David  Eastoni  Timotky  H.  Porter^  i 

HeflMn  J.  Redfield|  Joseph  Spencer* 

For  tke  first  time,  since  the  close  of  the  revolutionary 
Hmr,  thte  senate  were,  to  a  man,  composed  of  gentlemen 
professing  to  belong  to  the  same  political  party.  Two  of  « 
Use  members  elect,  Mr.  John  A.  King  and  Mr.  Sujrdani 
were  of  that  corps  which  were  denominated  high  minded 
fcdemlists;  but  that  little  band  seemed  now  to  be  merged 
in  the  great  republican  party. 

Mr.  Suydam,  who  resided  in  Kingston,  Ulster  countyi 
was  a  lawyer  of  distinguished  talents,  particularly  as  a» 
airooate;  -and,  as  a  citizen,  he  possessed  many  amiabW 
and  excellent  qualities.  He  had  been  an  efficientandzeal 
ODS  federalist.  It  is  said  that  some  years  before,  a  polity 
eal  controversy  took  place  between  him  and  Mr.  Van  Bo* 
ren,  and  that  the  parties  became  so  highly  exasperated* 
that  a  challenge  to  a  dael  passed  between  them,  but  that 
the  matter,  through  the  interposition  of  friends,  was  amii*' 
ad>ly  adjusted.  Mr.  Suydam  was  mie  of  the  fifty-one 
federalists  who  signed  the  anti-Ciintonian  address  of  April 
Mth,  1820,  and  he  was  a  supporter  of  the  election  of 
Gov.  Tompkins,  at  the  election  which  took  place  in  thnli 
year.  His  change  from  an  ardent  supporter  of  ClintoDi 
to  an  active  opponent  was  extremely  sudden. 

One  evening,  during  the  last  part  of  the  session  of  die 
hgiihitvre,  in  1820,  at  a  lat€  hour,  Mr.  Suydam  called  al 
my  lodgings  and  sUted  d»t  he  had  that  moment  left « 


CUM 

cftttcos  of  his  federal  Aitiiil)  wko  k»d  been  eonnderiag 
the  course  which  they,  as  a  party,  ought  to  pursue  at  the 
approaching  election  for  governor;  that  mudi  excitement 
and  heat  prevailed  among  them;  that  the  friends  of  the 
respective  gubernatorial  candidates  were  unable  to  bar* 
monize;  that  they  had  separated  with  a  determination  to 
ii^pese  each  other,  and  that  he  regretted  to  say  that  not 
only  poiitioal  dttEsrences,  but  personal  anlmeeitini  existed 
BBiong  them.  He  expressed  great  anxiety  for  the  success 
^  Mr.  CUiitoa,  While  we  were  conversing^  ths  alilge 
qfiMk  oaUed  to  take  him  to  Kingston,  and  in  less  Aw  % 
«  fie  A  afterwarda  the  mail  brought  me  a  newapapev  inmi 
KisCitnn  which  contained  an  account  of  a  public  mirmlis^ 
||gM^  In  (hM  village,  within  forty-eight  houra  after  Mi^ 
fkKilphm  iad  I  parted,  which  was  attended  by  him,  Md  'm 
which  he  made  a  speech  denouncbg  De  WitI  GUnton^  I 
^  Ml  relate  this  incident  with  a  view  to  im|Mach  the  tn- 
Isgrily  of  BIr.  Soydamy  for  he  was  an  honorable  mnii|  mti 
ilKigsither  iMapable  of  dissimulation,  but  an  pioof  st^  An 
snMenness  with  wUeh,  fit  that  day,  men  of  stancUng  aadi 
olnraoter  changed  their  political  poailiona.  Mr^  iwpm 
dimw»s  an  aUe  and  diatinguinhed  member  of 


The  members  eleeted  to  the  assembly  were  also  neaely 
aU  democrats.  It  was  but  now  and  then  that  a  saKtaiyi 
CliAtenian  wa«  choeen.  This  assembly  oonteined  bnt 
vary  few  persons  who  had  been  much  dtstingutsbed  ien 
Itieir  talents  or  standing,  aa  politicians.  Among  the  meal 
pnombent,  were  Jesse  Buel  of  Albany,  Jamea  Mullelt,  Jo., 
of  Ofaatttanque,  Aaviah  C.  FIs^  of  Clinton,  Abrdham  W 
Holdridge,  (a  CUntonian,)  of  Columbm,  Peter  H.  Iiimnfpr 
flon  of  Dutchess,  Richard  Goodell  of  Je&raett,  OnKniia 
Yeeplanck  and  Jesse  Hoyt  of  New-York,  Jamea  Lyimli  $t 
Oneida,  and  Victory  Birdosye  of  Onondaga* 


,]  .    m 

Never  bad  an  election  occured  in  which  a  moire  quiel 
calm  apparently  pervaded  the  political  atmosphere;  and 
yet  it  was  t  calm  which  was,  i^f  in  free  governments  it 
generally  is|  portentous  of  a  tempest. 


iW  imtmcsAi.  -  Hisvo&T  [tStt. 

'- « 
CHAPTER  XXIX. 

FmOM  XANUABT  1,  Ian,  TO  lANUABT  1»  UM. 

The  legislature  met  and  organized  on  the  7th  of  Janu- 
ary. One  hundred  and  twenty- three  members  of  the 
assembly  were  in  attendance.  Peter  R.  Livingstoni  of 
Dutchess  county,  received  one  hundred  and  seventeen 
votes  for  speaker,  and,  of  course,  was  elected.  This 
strong  vote  in  favor  of  one  of  the  most  violent  partisans 
in  the  state,  exhibits  very  strikingly  the  overwhelming 
strength  of  the  dominant  party.  It  also  shows,  that 
among  the  dominant  party  those  gentlemen  who  were 
most  distinguished  for  zeal,  I  might  perhaps  say,  personal 
antipathy  against  Mr.  Clinton,  and  for  pursuing  a  policy 
the  most  proscriptive  against  his  friends,  were  in  the  as^ 
cendancy  in  that  party;  for  no  politician  in  the  state  had 
been  more  distinguished,  both  as  a  member  of  the  last 
senate,  and  in  the  convention  of  1821,'  for  bitter  and  ran- 
corous hostility  against  Gov.  Clinton  and  his  supporters, 
than  Mr.  Livingston.^ 

Immediately  after  the  senate  was  organized,  the  lieu- 
tenant governor,  (Root,)  communicated  to  that  body  a 
letter  from  Jacob  Sutherland,  stating  that  ^^  considerations 
which,  on  that  occasion,  were  unnecessary,  and  perhaps 
improper  (or  him  to  state,  had  determined  him  not  to  take 
m  seat  in  the  senate."  The  consideration  which  moved 
Mr.  Sutherland  to  decline  taking  a  seat  in  the  senate,  and 
which  he  deemed  improper  to  set  forth,  undoubtedly,  was 
that  he  had  reason  to  believe  he  would  be  appointed  ona 
of  the  judges,  either  of  the  supreme  or  circuit  court;  and 

•  I,  or  covTM,  tpemk  of  Mr.LMnfRtoii  at  •  peUtldaA.  b  prifate  lUb^  nAla 
■BCMl  mtffOMintf  te  wu  eoDTMoM,  kiii4,  aad  literal  te  his  MadmcBts. 


tS3;).]  or  9wwtyo9ul  18V; 

at  by  tli#  amc^ided  ccmstitutioiii  if  he  acceptcA  of  histdetr/ 
tiM  as  8C»ator|  he  vroiild  be  reiKiered  ifieligMile  to  receiFO 
Bmj  offioe  which  could  beconierred  oa  him  by  the  goir^ 
nocandtenatei  or  by  the  legislature,  during  the  term  for 
which  he  was  elected)  he  preferred  hioiaelf  to  declare  hit . 
aeftt  vManL  Many  persons  entertained  scruples  whetheri 
eFont  by  this  step,  he  could  render  .himself  eligible  to  an 
appointmoQt  by  the  legislative  or  executive  authorities  of 
the  state.  . :  The  constitution  declared  that  aqy  person  who. 
•bould  be  /dtUed^  &c.,  should  be  ineligible.  Mr.  S.  had 
been  €l$cM^  and  his  election  <  had  been  duly  certified  by 
the  canvassing  officers*  Was  he  not,  therefore^^  by  the 
letter  of  the  constitution,  disqualified  1  On  the  other  hand, 
it  wan. alleged,  that  in  order  to  be.  brought  within  the 
qpirit  and.  meaning  of  the  clause  in  the  constitution,  he 
Divst  not  only  be  elected,  but,  by  his  own  voluntary  act^ 
beoome  a  membtr  of  the  legislature.  This  coDstrnction 
of  the  clanse  was,  on  this  occasion,  deaoaed  correct  by.  the; 
governor  and  .senate,  and  has,  with  great  propriety,  been, 
acquiesced  in  ever  since.  It  would  be  absurd  to  permit  a 
single  county  to  deprive  the  state  of  the  services  of  a  citi- 
sen  in  the  high  office  of  chancellor,  judge  of  the  supreme , 
court,  &c.,  by  electing  him  a  member  of  the  assembly 
against  his  will. 

Upon  the  meeting  of  the  legislature,  all  men,  but. most 
etpedsklly  the  expectants  of  office,  looked  with  deep  anxi- 
ety for  theraction  of  the  governor  and  senate,  and  the  escr^^ 
citement  became  most  intense. 

The  message  of  Governor  Yates  did  not  produce  an  imr: 
pression  favorable  to  his  talents  as  a  writer  or  statesman. 
Its  chief,  if  not  only  merit,  was  its  brevity. 

iA  comparison  between  the  message  of  Gov.  Yates  and 
Che  speeehes  of  Mr.  Clinton,  both  as  respects  style  and 
mattet,  will  result  in  »a  conclusion  very,  unfavorable^,  to. 
Mr.  Y.     But,  a  written  document  or  dissertation  is  b}'  no 


BMttis  deeiBiH  of  the  men\9\  capteity  an^  fv^iKW  of  1ik% 
vrittp,  A  person  wko  sboold  decMe  or  ()i#  Uttonte  ^of 
Oliver  Gromwell  and  OUveii  GoMamiib,  by  ooBipariQ|f 
tiMtr  writings,  (if,  indaed,  Cromwall  Idft  ai^,y  w^iiM  af* 
rhrd  al  a  nioia  erroneous  coaeluaion. 

Il  can  hardly  be  said  that  the  gomfr^iop  DecoBioMided^ 
f^eciflcally,  a  single  measure.  He  advised  great  «autiott 
in  passing  laws  for  new  modelling  the  jadiciary  syaleim 
He  urged  the  propriety  of  passing  such  laws  early  in  th# 
session  as  shouM  be  deemed  necessary  to  carry  into  efliefel 
the  new  constitution.  He  suggested  that  iaopiiovf  meni*  • 
ought  to.  be  made  in  our  penitentiary  systc^  and  be  r»* 
c^mended  the  revision  of  the  statute  hiwa. 

In  relation  to  the  appointments  to  be  made  by  the  go- 
vernor and  senate,  those  in  which  men  of  all  political  par^ 
ties,  a^d  indeed  the  pubKc  in  general,  took  the  deepi^at.* 
interest,  were  the  selection  of  judges  of  the  supreme  ceiirt. 
Would  the  governor  nominate,  and  would  the  aenate  e#n^ 
firm,  the  appointment  of  the  old  juttges  t  Tkta  was  the. 
great  and  absorbing  question. 

Oov.  Yatea  had  been  a  long  time  a  member  of  the  wh 
paeme  court,  and  be  had,  during  nearly  the  whota  o£  tibial 
tive,  acted  politically  with  Chief  Jiistice  Spencer^  an«>,  a« 
will  be  seen  by  the  reports  of  the  decisions  of  thai  couFt|^ 
had  almost  always  concurred  in  his  judicial  opinioiisw  In- 
dependent, therefore,  of  his  desire  to  promote  thf  publii^ 
interest,  there  can  be  no  doubt  bu|  that  ho'feh  anxious  to 
preserve  the  high  character  of  that  tribunali,  and  that  he  ^ 
entertained  a  personal  regard  for  some,  if  n^l  all  of  its 
m^nbers.  Influenced  by  these  considerations,  notwtth^ 
standing  he  must  have  been  fully  aware  that  a  violent 
opposition  existed  among  many,  perhaps  a  majority,  of 
his  leading  political  friends,  he  nominated  Ambrosei  Spei»<  '■ 
oer  ehief  justice,  and  Jonas  Piatt  and  JehA  WOodwerib^ 


xi^iUgM;  me^MMle,  by  niearly  an  uMtiiiiiote  Toitf  tB' 
i|ettedilh«  MOMnaCton  of  these  gc^nikmeti. 

The  general  couree  of  policy  wbich|  at  this  thne,  go- 
.  .^emMd  a»f«i!y  large  majority  of  the  senate,  ivhich  was,  not 
1o.c0Mi»ttt4o  tke  appointment  to  office  of  a  political  oppo- 
nent, nnafitd  periiaps,  of  itself,  furt^sh  a  sufficient  cause  of 
•4he  aotion  «f  that  boriy  on  this  oocaston.  But  there  were 
•  other  cawMS  opcv^tmg  more  or  less  upon  the  minds  of 
'  awmbevsi  and  it  may  be  that  some  other  causes  were  ne- 
otwtfnry,  tn  order  to  have  produced  the  result.  The  chtef 
jttstk'e^attboQgh  an  ardent  politician,  was  a  man  in  whoie 
4slents,  imparuaiity  and  integrity,  as  a  judge,  the  bar  and 
4he  pnblic  reposed  universal  confidence;  and  I  very  muicfh 
jdeubt  whether  even  tbait  senate  would  have  ventured  to 
n^arm  the  puMie  mind  with  fearful  apprehensions  in  rela- 
tion to  the  stability  of  oor  jurisprudence  and  the«erre6t 
ndminiati;ation  of  justice,  which  they  well  knew  would  Be 
the  eonsequence  of  leaving  off  tlie  chief  justice,  had  Mt 
iOther  A^n  general  political  considerations  affected  tbehr 
mada.  The  chief  justice,  although  strictly  upright  and 
fiipartialy  was  somewhat  austere  in  his  deportment,  and 
farltriilarfy  ae  to  the  younger  cbss  of  lawyers  who  ^ 
t-peared  aa-a^vooates  «n  the  supreme  court.  He  heard  with 
•n  impatience  which  he  took  no  pains  to  corneal,  argtr- 
«effts  tm  points  whieh,  with  his  k>ng  e)rp<  rience  and  pro- 
Attind  Imowledge  of  the  law,  Wrere  already,  in  his  own 
miml,  tiecideii.  His  deportment,  on  these  ociasionti,  had, 
OMkmwn  to  himself,  und  without,  on  his  part,  any  unkind 
JeeBag,  afcutnulaled  among  the  younger  neurbers  of  the  * 
bar  a  deep  and  settled  prrjudire. 

An  tnllueotial  and   highly  intelligent  member  of  the 
in  the  winter  of  1823,  has  recently  had  the  kind** 
.  to  write  to  me  on  ibis  subjeet.     Affer  alluding  to  the 
Jttolracse^aad  fierceness  of  t^be  eontest  b<  twren  the  Clinto- 
kond;liiiokiiait  portiea,  which  \md  fhen  but  juit  ^M^ 
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jiaUd,  mnd  gtating  that  Mr.  Cliaton  was  at  Aaf 
object  of  deep  boatiliiy,  ami  almost  of  lixcd  hBtrtd/^  he 
ad«la: — 

*^Of  ihc  justice  or  injustice  of  this  feelingy  I  aoi  sol 
speaking — it  is  eooogh  that  it  existed.  To  a  cmaiileraUe 
extent,  it  was  not  merely  personal^  but  the  proipoBttion  to 
amend  the  constitution,  and  the  result  of  the  -conflict  on 
.that  subject,  certainly  anayed  men  on  adverse  sides  of 
great  principles.  Mr.  Clinton,  Chief  Justice  Spencer  and 
Jutlge  Piatt,  had  acted  together  upon  all  matters  tottchiag 
the  new  constitution,  and  were,  for  that  reason,  exceed- 
ingly unpopular  with  the  dominant  party.  Add  to  thisi 
that  the  chief  justice,  by  a  harsh  course  on  the  beach,  to- 
wards the  young  men  of  the  profession,  had  prpvoked 
their  hostility,  and  they  were  ready,  at  the  first  opportii* 
nity,  to  exclaim  with  Napoleon — ^  the  do4*trine  of  repri- 
sals must  govern  this  case.'  When  the  old  judges,  thert- 
ibre,  were  re-nominated  by  Gov.  Yates,  the  ieeling  was 
strong  and  decided  against  the  confirmation  of  the  chief 
justice  and  Judge  Plalt,and  especially  so  with  the  younger 
men  of  the  senate.  I  speak  plainly  on  this  subject,  being 
myself  of  the  profession  and  the  youngest  member  of  the 
yenate,  antl  in  what  I  have  stated,  my  own  views,  as  well 
as  those  of  otheis,  are  expressed." 

These  undoubtedly  were  the  reasons,  and  probably  the 
controlling  reasons,  which  produced  the  rejection  of  the 
oominatioQ  of  the  chief  justice,  and  of  Judge  Piatt;  but  k 
will  be  perceivetl,  that  none  of  these  objections  were  ap^* 
plicable  to  Judge  Woodworth.  It  will  be  recoUectedy 
that,  as  a  uieiuber  of  the  council  of  revision,  he  voted 
against  the  rejection  of  the  convention  bill,  and  from  that 
time,  (November,  1820,)  he  was  considered  as  a  member 
of,  and  at  any  rate  he  acted  with,  the  democratic  party. 
The  desire  of  making  more  places  for  political  aspirants^ 
apd  of  organixing  an  entire  new  court,  connected  with  dm 
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fiQpasideratian.that  Judge  Woodworth  had  no  iK^ld  cm  Ut 
iiprmer  politcal  friends,  in  consequence  of  his  recent  defee- 
lion,  and  that  he  was  too  raw  a  peeruit  in  the  ranks  of  the 
<  dominant  party,  then  supposed  to  be  quite  irresistible^  to 
•IwTe  gained  much  influence  or  standing  with  them,  wete 
jMTobably  the  causes  of  his  rejection.     The  majority,  how- 
,CTer,  m  iavor  of  his  rejection,  was  by  no  means  so  strong 
.as  that  in  favor  of  the  rejection  of  the  chief  justice  and 
Judge  Piatt.     I  hare  omitted  to  mention  as  I  ought  to 
.Ju^ye  done,  that  Judge  Van  Ness  declined  being  a  compe 
titor  for  a  re-appointment — ^thus  leaving  the  coast  clear 
:for  Spencer,  Piatt  and  Woodworth. 
^     At  (he  same  time  when  the  governor  sent  to  the  senate 
his  nomination  of  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  he  nomina- 
.ted  Nathan  Sanfordfortbe  office  of  chancellor,  to  take  ef- 
fect in  August  then  next,  when  Chancellor  Kent  would, 
J>y  age,  become  ineligible.     This  nomination  was  unani** 
,mously  confirmed.     These  proceedings  took  place  in  the 
senate  on  the  27th  day  of  January. 
\    On  the  next  day,  the  governor  nominated  John  Savage, 
^{comptroller,)  Jacob  Sutherland  and   Samuel  R.  Betts, 
judges  of  the  supreme  court.     Chief  Justice  Spencer  and 
Judge  Piatt,  but  especially  the  former^  were  very  much 
dissatisfied  with  Governor  Yates  for  making  this  nominaip 
lion  so  soon  after  their  rejection.     They  complained  that 
they  had  not  sufficient  notice  of  the  time  when  the  gover^ 
nor  intended  to  make  their  nomination;  but  they  particu- 
larly found  fault  with  him  for  his  extreme  haste  in  mak- 
ing new  nominations.    They  charged  him  with  insincerity. 
They  seemed  to  suspect  that  he  had  sent  their  names  to 
the  senate  for  the  mere  purpose  of  saving  appearancesi 
with  a  full  knowledge,  and  perhaps  with  a  secret^  desire, 
that  the  senate  would  reject  them.     They  thought,  after 
Ibeir  rejection,  that  the  governor  ought  to  have  refused 
i«K  a  long  time,  il'  not  indefinitely,  to>make  any  other  ap» 
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poialiiiaiti.  In  this  wmy  they  woQM,by  a  specictof  lt|^ 
€r  political  necesnty,  have  beeD  retained  in  ofice.  Tbmt 
GoaplaSBts  appear  to  me  in  a  great  Hieasnre,  if  not  entitfi* 
^^i;roundle88«  Froan  personal  commaoicaCtoiis  wMcAii 
Ihan  had  with  the  goretnor,  I  had  every  reason  to  fceKeiie 
he  was  sincerely  and  oordtally  desiroos  that  thfe  aemie 
should  have  confirmed  his  nomination  of  the  oid  jadgiMjij 
and,  afler  the  strong  expression  tn  the  senate  agaioM  Ihafr 
appointment^I  cannot  believe  that  Gov.  Yates  woalH  tm¥e 
been  justifiable,  on  his  own  indivitiual  lesponaibflityi  lb 
have  retained  men  in  high  offices  in  oppoaition  to  -flte 
public  will|  as  expressed  through  the  constitutional  orgih 
of  the  people — the  state  senate.  He  would  have  tH^en^ 
and  I  am  not  sure  but  that  he  would  deservedly  haveb^Mi 
impeached.  The  senate  acted  with  great  promptness  oh 
the  second  nomination  of  judges  of  the  supreme  court; 
fory  on  the  29rh  of  January,  they  confirmed  the  nominAtMi 
of  John  Savage  and  Jacob  Sutherlandi  but  non-concwMfl 
in  that  of  Samuel  R.  Betts. 

Mr.  Savage  was  a  man  of  great  purity  of  character  hnd 
excellent  good  sense.  He  hail,  however,  for  the  two  ytmli 
next  preceding  his  appmntment,  been  entirely  detadied 
from  law-  business,  and  indeed  had  never  been  in  Aitl 
practice  hi  that  profession.  Mr.  Sutherland,  ahhm^ 
confessedly  a  man  of  genius  and  of  considerable  lilefifrjf 
taste  and  attainments,  had,  at  no  perioil,  been  in  exteiftitte 
practice  as  a  lawyer;  and  for  some  years  previoiis  to  thlk 
time,  although  he  was  district  attorney  of  the  UnlleA 
States,  he  bad  abandoned  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
the  city  of  Albany,  and  retired  to  a  farm  in  rather -an  un* 
frequented  part  of  the  county  of  Schoharie.  Although  till 
men  )iad  confidence  in  the  integrity  and  native  mi^nlal  ct^ 
jpacity  of  these  gentlemen,  yet  from  the  circumstuncMi  I 
liave  mentioned,  the  bar  were  generally  apprc^iensiv^ 
that  the  duties  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  WN^tli 
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munity  as  they  before  bad  beeD,  and  that  die  ibifhMclMf^ 
aderof  that  tribunal  w4>uM  not  be  soatained  under  tfthe 
^igovernment.     But  the  ckndor,  iadastry,  eaftftivn^iai 

Koellent  judgment  of  Chief  Justice  Savagei  and  'tfaer^^ 
;  -and  genius  of  Judge  Sutherland^  together  J«rith:iiitt 
ittiegrky  and  independence  exhibited  by  both,  a«ao»diaB^ 
jpatcd  the  apprehensions  to  which  I  hare  alluifed,  9b* 
deed,  these  nominations  were,  perhaps,  as  agteeaible'iie 
theeenateasany  which  could  hare  been  made.  Jtiettaie 
Oen.  Root^s  name  was  mentioned  in  connection  arilii  fdm 
oiSce  of  chief  justice,  and  Mr.  Cramer,  and  ether  fMeHi^ 
friends  of  Col.  Young,  mentioned  him  as  a  suitable  peraon 
for  that  -office,  or  for  the  office  of  chanoellor.  XniMittl 
was  rumored  that  he  was  pressed  very  hard  on  thegovef^ 
nor  for  <me  of  those  offices,  whether  with  his  conseat  <rir 
net)  I  do  not  know.  But,  notwithstanding,  I  repeat,  itiurt 
too  nominations  could  have  been  made  which  would 
keen  generally  more  acceptable  than  those  whidi' 
last  made  by  the  governor. 

'Mr.  Belts,  whose  nomination  was  rejected  by  :|1m 
fieaale,  was  admitted  to  be  a  man  of  talents,  a- go«l 
lawyer,  and  of  unexceptionable  character.  Why  iktm 
siMNiki  the  senate  have  confirmed  th^  '  nomiaatioii  r^ff 
Savage  and  Sutherland,  and  rejected  that  of  Betts  1  ITbe 
enly  reason  given  by  the  senators  at  the  time,  iratibat 
he-was  suspected  of  some  political  heresies.  What  Hbeaa 
liereMes  were,  I  was  never  informed.  It  may  be  that  he 
had  dtsapproreti  of  Some  of  the  acts  of  the  party  m 
power;  but  I  conjecture  that  the  unfavorable  reports  m 
relation  to  the  political  orthodoxy  of  Mr.  Betts,  werefiaH 
afloat  by  the  friends  of  Judge  Woodworth  in  the  sesale 
(for  we  find  when  Mr.  Betts  nraa  afterwards  nominatall 
§m  a  eirottit  judge,  no  political  pbjections  were  ttrfed 
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agiinst  hiaij)  in  order  to  pare  die  way  for  the  re-nomnuip 
tioQ  of  that  gentleman. 

After  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Betts,  the  goveraor  probably 
having  been  assured  that  the  senate  or  a  majority  of  it| 
were  in  favor  of  Judge  Woodworth,  again  nominated  him* 
The  propriety  of  confirming  this  nomination,  was  debated 
with  considerable  asperity  in  the  senate.  From  his  age 
and  standing  as  a  practicing  lawyer,  Mr.  Woodworth| 
one  would  think  ought  to  have  been  appointed  chief 
justice,  but  so  &r  from  that,  it  was  with  great  difficulty 
and  by  a  small  majority,  that  the  senate  concurred  in  his 
appointment  as  the  youngest  associate  judge. 

The  legislature  on  the  13th  of  February,  nearly 
unanimously  appointed  John  Van  Ness  Yates,  secretary 
of  state,  William  L.  Marcy,  comptroller,  Simeon  De 
Witt,  surveyor  general,  and  Alexander  M.  Muir,  com- 
missary generaU  The  selection  of  all  these  gentlemen 
had  been  before  made  in  caucus.  At  no  period  before  or 
since,  has  caucus  law  been  more  readily  acquiesced  in,  and 
more  promptly  enforced  than  the  present.  Whatever 
were  the  bickerings  and  heat  manifested  before,  or.  even 
at  the  caucus,  after  that  potent  assembly  had  decided,  no 
man  dared  scarce  whisper  a  complftint,  no  ^^  dog  moved 
his  tongue."  But  in  truth,  the  dominant  party  experi* 
luiced  very  little  difficulty  in  agreeing  in  caucus  to  support 
Ihie^e  gentlemen.  There  was  no  controversy  except  in 
f  elation  to  the  office  of  surveyor  general  and  comptroller. 

Mr*  De  Witt,  venerable  for  his  learning  and  age,  and 
beloved  for  his  quiet  deportment  and  unostentatious  be- 
nevolence, was  a  Clintonian*  Under  the  various  revolu- 
tions of  parties,  he  had  then  held  the  office  of  surveyor 
general  about  forty  years,  and  such  was  the  respect  felt 
for  his  character,  that  even  Judge  Skinner's  council  bad 
not  ventured  to  disturb  him.  On  this  occasion,  howevery 
his  re<-appointment  was  opposed  in  caucus  and  an  opposi- 
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tioB  eandidate  named.  But  a  Tery  considerable  majority  of 
the  democratic  members  present^  much  to  their  credit,  re- 
fused to  sanction  the  claims  of  the  opposing  candidate. 
Mr.  De  Witt  was  therefore  re-appointed,  but  his  salary 
was  reduced. 

The  most,  and  indeed  the  only  serious  contest  in  cau- 
cus, was  in  relation  to  the  office  of  comptroller,  Mr.  Wil- 
liam L.  Marcy  and  Oeneral  James  Talimadge being  the  ri- 
yal  candidates.  The  friends  of  Col.  Young  in  and  out 
of  the  legislature,  who,  by  the  bye,  were  still  known  .as 
a  distinct  corps,  headed  by  Mr.  John  Cramer  of  the 
senate,  were  in  favor  of  Gen.  Talimadge,  while  Gov. 
Yates,  and  his  friends  in  the  legislature,  were  for  Mr. 
Marcy.  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  then  at  Washington,  and  as 
far  as  he  could,  avoided  taking  any  part  in  the  strug- 
gle for  office  among  his  political  friends.  On  this  occa- 
sion, it  was  well  understood,  he  v  was  desirous  that  Mr. 
Marcy  should  be  appointed  in  preference  to  Mr.  Tali- 
madge. The  majority  in  caucus  for  Marcy  over  Tall- 
fliadge  was  large.  We  shall  soon  see  Gen.  Talimadge 
leading  off  a  portion  of  the  democratic  party  in  opposition 
to  the  majority  of  that  party. 

The  late  convention  had  disabled  the  governor  from 
appointing  to. office  without  the  consent  of  the  senate,  ex- 
cept in  one  single  instance.  It  gave  to  the  governor  the 
sole  right  of  appointing  the  adjutant  general.  The  gov- 
ernor being  commander-in-chief,  of  the  militia,  there  was, 
unquestionably,  great  propriety  in  permitting  him  to  select 
from  his  own  personal  observation  and  preference,  the  of- 
ficer who  was  to  represent  him  in  fiidng  and  arranging  the 
details  in  respect  to  that  important  branch  of  his  official 
duty.  Governor  Yates  selected  for  that  office,  William 
E.  Fuller,  Esq.  of  Madison  county,  a  man  of  great  suavi- 
ty of  manner,  and  perfectlv  amiable  in  his  disposition  and 
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character^  thQUgk|fp»r«^^)rqiiite  dMlkiite  of  ttariki  airs 
and  propensities. 

The  appointmeatswliioh  divider  the  new  ooiistitation  it 
became  the  duty  .^f  the^goveiftor  «to  make,  such  as  eounty 
judges,  surrogates,  &c.,  were  all  made  from  the  dominant 
party.  The  selections  •ittce.igmeraUy  in  pursuance  of  re- 
commendations i^fcoun^oireetia^  composed  of  delegates 
chosen  by  the  respective  Aowns  in  each  county.  Whether 
they  were  good  jor  <bady  the  governor  ought  not,  strictly 
speaking,  to  be  held  r/uponsiUe,  when  it  is  considered 
that  according  to  the  law  of  party  which  then  preTailed, 
and  still  to  a  certain  eirtent  now  prevails,  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  executive  to  carry  into  effect  the  wishes  of  the  major! 
ty  of  his  political  friends,  when  their  voice  as  communica 
ted  to  him.  The  senate  was  more  rigid  in  the  execution 
of  the  law  of  party  than  ;eveft  ^e  governor.  I  give  tho 
following  case  in  proof  of  this  Allegation. 

For  the  convenience  of  the  banksf  it  had  been  usual  to 
appoint  a  notary  public  for  each  bank,  and  the  appointing 
power  I  believe  invariably  sdeoted  such  person  for  that 
office,  as  was  recomme^aded  .1^  the  board  of  directors,  in* 
asmuch  as  he  was  in  some  d^^ree  their  agent,  and  the 
bank  was  responsible  for  his  aots.  Either  the  cashier  or 
one  of  the  clerks  yt^  so  fiir  as  I  am  aware,  in  all  cases 
selected  as  a  notary,  irx^estive.of  his  political  opinions. 

Chester  Bulkley^  teller  of  the. State  Bank,  had  for  a 
long  time  been  the  iu>tary  Csr  4hat  inetttution;  but  the 
amended  constitution. bad  vacaJted  all  (^ces,and  it  beeane 
necessary  that  he  shsuld  be  ^re^^pfointed.  He  was  a  man 
of  irreproachable  mocsls  wd  unexceptionable  ebatacter. 
The  governor  sent  in  his  iiame  to  .4he  senate,  and  they 
refund  to  ctmcur  in  4if  noamutim.  Though  less  of  a 
politician  than  a  theologia^jCforhewas  a  deacon  or  elder 
in  the  Presbyteriaa  chuceti^)  solel^  on  the  ground  that  he 
differed  in  his  political  opinions  from  the  dominant  partyi 
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tie  «ennaf «  rejects  his  nominatiofrfi^tlH*  pMj^  offer  of  s^ 
notary  public  to  the  State  Bank  in- the' city  o^Hbany. 

In  the  course  of  the  sesaion  the  legiriatare  paaaed  a  law 
flying  the  number  of  the  circuit  judges  at  eight,  being  one 
fbr  each  senatorial  district.  The  selectton  of  these  impor^- 
tant  officers  was  a  matter  of  great  difficulty  ar  well  ar 
delicacy.  The  best  and  dearest  interests  of  communiff * 
required  that  these  selecftions^riiould-  be  made  judiciously^ 
and  with  great  care  and' caution*  Th^  impoirtanoe  and 
dignity  of  the  station,  rendered  thii  appointment  to  the 
office  desirable  to  the  most  distbguiAed  lawyers  in  the 
respective  districts.  Soon  after  the  act  was  passed,  and 
m  the  latter  part  of  the  month  of  April,  the  gorernor 
nominated  to  the  senate  the  following  persomr  for  circuit 
judges: 

For  the  First  circuit;  Ogdte  BdWatds^ 


a 

Second, 

Samuel  R.  BettS^ 

a 

Third, 

Willian^A;Duer 

cr 

Fourth, 

Reuben  H.  Waii«rofth, 

11^ 

Fifthi 

Nathan  Williams, 

u 

Sixth, 

Samuel  Kelson^ 

u 

Seventh, 

Enos  T.  Throop, 

(1 

Eighth, 

¥^lliam  B.  Rochester. 

Hiese  appointments  were  generally  exceedingly  jndt* 
Clous.  I  believe  that  in  all  eases  the  expectation  of  the 
friends  of  the  respective  successiul  candidates  were  fully 
realized.  The  act  fixing  the  number  and  corapensationr 
of  the  circuit  judges  was-  passed  on  the  17th  April*  Im^ 
mediately  afterwards  the  governor  made  the  nominations^ 
akid  on  the  21si  April,  the  senate  confirmed  all  of  them'. 

The  contest  or  collision  un  relation  to  these  appoint* 
ttents,  was  not  so  warm' as  might  have  been  antidpated. 
The  law  to  which  I  have  alluded,  was  a  long  time  on  itr 
passage  through  the  two  houses,  and  in  the  mean  ume 
public  opinion,  (I  mean  the  opinion  of  the  democratic 
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partj,)  was  in  most  cases  so  distinctly  and  satisfiictorily 
ascertained  that  it  is  probable  that  the  unsocceflsfol  com- 
petitors for  these  offices  perceired  that  it  would  be  worse 
than  useless  to  persist  in  pressing  their  chums.  The 
sharpest  contest  vras  in  the  third  district.  Mr.  Ambrose 
L*  Jordan,  of  Hudson,  in  the  county  of  Columbia,  for- 
merly of  the  county  of  Ots^o,  a  lawyer  of  respectable 
standing,  who  has  since  acquired  high  eminence  at  the 
bar,  and  who  had  been  uniformly  a  democrat,  was  the 
rival  candidate  of  Mr.  Duer.  His  appointment  was 
pressed  with  great  zeal  by  a  considerable  number  of  mem 
bers  of  the  legislature  and  other  influential  politicians. 
The  friends  ef  Mr.  Jordan  resisted  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Duer,  upon  the  ground  that  he  was  a  leader  of  the 
corps  of  highminded  federalists,  and  they  insisted  that 
none  of  these  gentlemen  ought  to  be  appointed  to  office. 
A  large  number  of  the  veterans  in  the  ranks  of  the  de- 
mocracy took  this  ground.  Self  mterest  may  have  had 
some  share  in  stimulating  the  promulgation  of  this  doc- 
trine; for  it  was  not  difficult  for  the  most  stupid  to  per- 
ceive that  the  greater  the  number  of  those  who  were  ex- 
cluded from  any  share  in  the  state  patronage  should  be, 
the  larger  would  be  the  share  of  it  which  was  to  be  divid- 
ed among  the  remaining  members  of  the  dominant  party. 
On  the  other  hand  the  high  minded  men  and  their  friends 
claimed  that  they  had  done  much  to  bring  about  the  po- 
litical revolution  which  had  resulted  in  the  prostration  of 
Gov.  Clinton,  and  they  insisted  on  receiving  some  share 
of  the  spoils  of  victory.  Mr.  Van  Buren,  although  at 
Washington  at  this  period  of  the  political  history  of  the 
state,  was  understood  to  be,  in  an  especial  manner,  the 
patron  of  the  high-minded  party,  and  he  was  supposed  to 
be  and  probably  was  favorable  to  the  appointment  of  Mr* 
Duer. 
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Mr.  Jordan,  from  the  time  of  the  decinon  of  this  quet* 
ti<»i  by  the  appointing  power,  has  been  the  steady  and 
uniform  opponent  of  Mr.  Van  Bnren  and  the  party  vho 
supported  him. 

Richard  Riker  was  appointed  recorder  of  New- York. 
From  being  the  personal,  as  well  as  political  friend  of  De 
Witt  Clinton  from  the  year  1801,  down  to  1814,  when  by 
the  vote  of  Mr.  Townsend,  a  Clintonian  member  of  the 
council  of  appointment,  he  was  prevented  from  being  ap- 
pointed a  judge  of  the  supreme  court;  he  had  now  become 
a  most  bitter  and  inveterate  opponent. 

There  were  few,  if  any  other  appointments  made  during 
this  year,  which  require  notice.  The  governor  upon  the 
meeting  of  the  senate  as  a  court  for  the  correction  of 
errors,  by  proclamation^  convened  them  for  executive  bu- 
aness,  but  no  important  appointments  were  made.  It  is 
not  impossible,  although  the  supposition  is  rather  unchari- 
table, that  this  call  of  the  senate  may  have  been  made  on 
the  suggestion  oi  some  of  the  senators  to  accommodate 
themselves  with  double  travelling  fees. 

The  proceedings  of  the  legislature  during  this  sessioiiy 
were  not  of  much  importance.  They  passed  no  general 
laws  deserving  notice,  except  such  as  were  absolutely  re-  . 
qnired  by  the  new  constitution.  The  fact  is,  if  we  speak 
of  this  senate  and  assembly  as  the  representatives  of  the 
great  state  of  New- York,  they  possessed  very  little  talent. 
I  have  already  mentioned  the  most  distinguished  members 
of  the  assembly;  some  of  them,  it  is  true,  Mr.  Flagg  for 
instance,  have  since  distinguished  themselves,  and  given 
evidence  of  considerable  capacity  as  statesmen;  but  such 
of  them  as  afterwards  afforded  those  demonstrations,  were 
then  young  and  inexperienced. 

The  senate,  speaking  of  it  as  it  ought  to  be,  a  selection 
of  thirty-two  of  the  wisest  and  most  patriotic  men  which 
the  empire  state  could  produce^  was  very  inferior  in  ch»« 
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ittter.  Of ^aseiriia  toob  mmb  part im legUrtiani Mr. 
Btet,  Mr:  Redfield,  Mr.  Clark^  Mr.  Boirae>.Mr«  BnmsMi^ 
Wt.  Wheeler,  Mr;  Sttydam,  Mr.  Kingj  Mr;  BdnwA  F«. 
Livingstoa,  Mr.  Hunter  and  Mr.  Beardsleyi  may  be  OMirr 
tbned  as  the  moat  actire.  Mr.  Burt  has-  been  arreial 
thiiea  before  mentioned  in  the  courae  of  these  memotfa^t 
VLh  was  not  an  educated  man,  but  he  waa  shrewd  aadf 
•agaciouaj  more  distinguished ,  however,  as  a  maaaging^ 
partiasatti  than  aa  a  legislator.  Of  Mr.  Suydam,  I 
ftrmerly  spoken.  Mr.  Cramer  of  Saratoga^ 
considerable  talent,  and  great  energy  of  mind;  but  he  was 
si^'t^nacious'  in  the  pursuit  of  his  own  individual  projeetsy 
ttst  it*  warped  and  bjuriously  affected  all  his  polHiealf 
iMieiWf  He  was  the  devoted  friend  of  Col.  Youngs  and 
was  very  nrach  disappointed  and  chagrined  that  Mr.  Y.  waii 
fltblf  mad^gvvemor  instead  of  Mr.  Yates.  All  bis  poliliGak 
tta^ments  were  regulated  with  a  view  to  embarrasay  de* 
gftrnd^  aad  disgrace  the  governor,  m  the  hope  that  Mfr 
TlMSg  would  supplaat  him. 

Of  Mr.  Bowne,  I  have  before  spoken.  He  waar  thii 
aftedy  friend  of  Van  Buren,  and  was  quite  indiAcenft 
about  the  fate  of  either  Oov.  Yates  or  Mr.  Young; 

Mr.  Bronson  was  a  shrewd,  sagacious  merchant  frooi 
Oswego.  He  had  been  a  federalist,  and  still  was  prettjp 
ilrottgly  imbued  with  what  may  be  called  federal  princi^ 
plea;  but  he  was  too  much  of  a  correct  business  man,  nol} 
tb  fail  in'  with,  and  carry  out  in  good  faith,  the  usagea^and 
discipline  of  the  party  which  had  elected  him^Hso  far^  at 
any  rate,  as  the  distribution  of  the  stata>  patronage^  was 
eoncemed. 

Mr.  Edward  P.  Livingston  was  a*  maar  of  grava<  amb 
dignified  appearance.  Every  word,  look,,  and  aeti<% 
•vinced  family  pride,  and  high  aristocratic  feeling.  Ha 
possessed  a  sound  mind  and  judgsftent,  but  the  aetia»oC 
bin  intellectual  poweiawM^duU  andhaavy^- 


Mr.  Hniiler,  too,  belonged^  by  education  asd 
ll«ii>,  to  the  Nortii  Riv^r  aristocracy, and  was  possessed  o|- 
greai  wealth.  He  is,  however,  courteous  in  his  depor^^ 
tteat,  and  possesses  popular  manners.  His  talents  are* 
respectable,  and  he  has  since  proved  himself  to  be  »  safe 
sliKi^  highly  useful  tegtsfator.  He  does  not,  like  most  rich' 
men,  claim  that  you  shall  admit  the  truth  of  his  reaseoing 
BUcatise  he  is  rit'b,  but  because  he  is  right, 

Mr.  Samuel  Beardsley  had  never  before  belonged  t»« 
kgiofative  body»  He  was  the  youngest  member  of  the 
senate,  but,  although  he  was  the  youngest,  he  was  by  far 
the  most  efficient.  Though  it  was  not  then  generallyt 
aekiiowledge<l,  he  possesseil  intellectual  powers  of  the 
highest  order,  which,  since,  as  a  member  of  congress,  and 
at  the  bar  of  our  superior  courts,  he  has  demonstrated  im 
ihe  entire  satisfaction  of  the  public.  As  a  member  of  the 
Si^nate,  he  was  perfectly  honest  in  his  political  opinionsj 
Ikit  he  was  a  partisan  of  the  most  rigid  stamp;  at  the  sine 
time,  it  is  proper  to  say,  he  was  kind,  courteous  and 
ftiendly  to  all  with  whom  he  associated,  of  whatever  seet 
or  party. 

Gen.  Root,  the  president  of  the  senate,  has  already  oo** 
onpied  so  large  a  8|iace  in  these  sketches,  that  I  need  not 
sfeak  of  him.  It  is,  however,  proper  to  remark,  that  he 
IKRBSessed  a  very  powerful  influence  in  the  body  over- 
tehich  he  presided  with  distinguished  ability,  and  that  hir 
iliftiience  in  the  legislature,  and  in  the  state,  never  watt 
greater  than  it  was  at  this  time. 

In  the  early  part  of  this  winter,  Mr.  Cantine,  one^of  the) 
eilttorS'Of  the  Argus  and  printer  to  the  state,  died,.andfoe^ 
thfvSlsrof  March,  a  law  passed  both  bouses,  appointing} 
Bit-win'  Crosw^i  and  Isaac  Q.  Leake  state  printers.  Htn^ 
Leake  was*  a  man  ot  some  literary  taste  and  of  respetMiM^ 
flllaim«M*nlfti  He  was  land  of  works  of  gent«s,  and  i»f 
dtai,  I'have  been  told)  ttiat  he  htmaetfwrole^poeli^willK 
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considerable  success.  He  was,  howeTer,  in  feeble  health, 
aad  of  an  extreme  nervous  temperament ;  so  much  so,  as, 
quite  unfitted  him  for  the  political  arena  of  Albany.  Mr. 
Croswell  was  then  quite  young.  He  had  been  brought  up  a 
printer  at  Catskill,  and  he  came  from  that  village  to  Al- 
bany to  attend  the  funeral  of  his  former  neighbor  and 
friend,  Judge  Cantine.  While  at  Albany,  Mr.  B.  F.  But- 
ler, Judge  Duer,  and  other  friends  of  Mr.  Cantine,  and  of 
the  newspaper  of  which  be  had  beeii  the  senior  editor, 
urged  Mr.  Croswell  to  remain  a  while  with  them  to  take 
care  of  the  pecuniary  interest  of  his  deceased  friend,  so. 
far  as  that  interest  was  connected  with  the  Albany  Ai^us^ 
and  to  assist  in  the  editorial  management  of  the  paper. 
Mti  Croswell  consented,  and  was  soon  persuaded  to  con- 
nect himself  with  Mr.  Leake  and  was,  as  I  have  just  sta- 
ted, during  the  session  of  that  winter,  appointed  one  of 
the  printers  to  the  state.  The  situation  was  not  sought 
for  by  Mr.  Croswell.  Indeed,  I  have  reason  to  know  that 
he  accepted  it  with  great  hesitation  and  reluctance.  It 
required  him  to  hazard  heavy  pecuniary  responsibilities; 
and  the  duration  of  time  he  might  be  permitted  to 
hold  the  office  was,  like  that  of  all  other  omces  in  the 
state  oi  New- York,  held  at  the  pleasure  of  the  appoint- 
ing power,  extremely  uncertain.  Another  consideration, 
which  operated  forcibly  upon  his  mind  was,  that  this 
change  of  his  position  would  render  it  necessary  for  him 
to  abandon  the  management  of  a  mild  and  almost  neutral 
village  paper,  and  a  quiet  and  attractive  country  life,  and 
cast  himself  into  the  arena  of  party  contests;  and  to  a»* 
sume  the  responsibility  and  labors  of  conducting  the 
political  metropolitan  journal  in  the  state.  But  hav- 
ing taken  his  determination,  his.  friends  were  soon  con- 
vinced that  they  had  correctly  estimated  his  talents, 
and  their  anticipations  of  his  ability  and  usefulness  at. 
IB  editor,  were  more  than  realized.    It  soon  appeared 
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that  the  Albany  Argus,  under  his  management,  was  t 
very  different  paper  from  that  which  it  had  been  under 
his  predecessors.  Of  his  merits  or  demerits  as  a  wri- 
ter or  newspaper  editor,  I  do  not  mean  to  speak,  for* 
ther  than  to  say,  that  he  has  made  his  paper  a  true  oi^^an 
of  the  party  whose  principles  it  proposed  to  represent 
Cool,  cautious  and  calculating,  Mr.  Croswell  has  nerer,  in 
the  course  of  the  long  warfare  he  has  conducted,  allowed 
himself  to  be  thrown  off  his  guard  by  friend  or  foe.  I 
doubt  much,  whether  the  United  States  can  furnish  an 
editor  of  more  and  better  tact  in  conducting  a  controrver^ 
sy,  or  in  quieting  divisions  and  animosities  among  his  own 
political  friends,  than  Edwin  Croswell.  As  a  politician,  he 
may  have  placed  too  firm  a  reliance  upon  the  power  of  par- 
ty discipline,  but  this  is  an  error  common  to  his  leading 
political  friends,  not  even  excepting  from  them  Mr.  Van 
Buren.  They  seem  hardly  yet  to  have  realized,  that  by  the 
abolition  of  the  council  of  appointment,  and  the  electing 
by  the  people  of  sheriffs,  clerks  and  justices  of  the 
peace,  the  central  power  has  lost  the  means  of  reward^ 
ing  and  punishing,  without  which,  discipline  cannot  be 
maintained.  Is  it  immoral  for  an  editor  to  permit  his  pa- 
per to  be  the  organ  of  a  political  pariy  1  Certainly  not,  if 
we  in  the  exercise  of  comihon  charity  allow  him  to  be 
honest  in  his  belief,  that  the  success  of  the  party  to  which 
he  devotes  his  paper,  will  better  advance  the  prosperity 
of  the  country  than  that  of  the  adverse  party. 

Early  in  the  session,  Mr.  Morse,  from  New- York,  offer- 
ed, in  the  assembly,  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted: 

^^Resolvedj  (if  the  honorable  the  senate  concur  herein,) 
That  the  practice  of  addressing  the  governor  by  the  title 
of  his  excellency;  and  the  senate  and  assembly,  the 
members  and  officers  thereof,  and  several  other  officers  of 
the  government,  by  the  title  of  honorable,  be  discontinu- 


ISftl  POLITICiJ^  BUTQKT  Ff^dS. 

e4  aa4  abplishedi  as  incompatible  with  tb^ifepjiUicaft/ 
f^Ffl^and  principles  o(  the  consiitutionJ' 

The  next  day  after  the  passage  of  this  resoIutioB)  Gen*. 
McCIure,  from  Steuben  comity,  mated  to  re-consider  it* 
on.  the  ground  that  it  would  be  uncourteous^.and  render 
the  state  authorities  ridiculous  in  the  eyes  of  citizens  of 
the  neighboring  statea.    The  motion  for.  re-consideratiott^ 
was  seconded  and  supported  by  Mr.  Birdseye^.from  On** 
ondaga,  and  Mr.  Holdridge^  from  Columbia^  and  was  car^ 
ried  by  a^  largje  majority.     For  my  part  I  can  not  butr 
thinks  that  Mr.  Morse  was  right  and  the  majority  wrong, 
Tliose  empty   titles  of  '^  excellency"   and  ^^  honorable" 
seem  to  me  to  be- unsuitable  to  the  genius  of  our  civil  and. 
social  institutions.    What  is  a  governor^  a  juilge,  or  a. 
member  of  the  legislature  but  a  mere  agent,  a  servant  lof 
the  peoplel    Why  should  he  be  ^^  hung  o^er  with  titles, 
and  strung  round  with  strings"!    The  great  number  0& 
men  among  us  who  claim  the  title  of  '^excellency"  and 
'^  honorable"  has  already  exposed  us  to  the  ridicule  of. 
foreigners.    It  is  to  be  sure  a  mere  matter  of  taste,  but  in . 
Boy  judgment  it  is  bad  taste.    The  names  of  Cc^sar,  Bru- 
tua,  Scipio,  Cicero,  &c.  require  no  addition   of  title  ta. 
command  our  req>ect  and  admiration.    Is  our  veneration 
for  the  memory  of  George  Washington  increased  by  ad* 
ding  to  his  name  the  title  of  his  txcMency  1     Would  our 
respect  for  Brutus  be  increased  if,  when  he  was  recalled 
to  our  recollection,  he  should  be  denominated  the  honora^ 
bU  Marcus  Brutus,  or  should  we  admire  Cicero  more  than 
we  now  AOf  if,  in  speaking  of  him,  historians  should  no(t- 
name  him  without  the  addition  of  his  excellency  Marcus 
Tuliitts  Cicerol 

A  great  question,  during  this  winter,  began  to  agitate^ 
the  public  mind,  which,  in  onejdiort  year,  broke  into  frag* 
ments  that  formidable  party,  which  now  ruled  without' the 
least  possible  check,  the  atate  of  New-York. 
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Mr.  Movtte  oommenced  his  teoond  and  last  ttrm  of 
like  prfiudeoogr  on  Ui«  4th  March,  1821|  and  so  early  ai 
4h«  >wint«r  of  1822|  the  National  iDtelligeacer  compli^- 
ed  ttiot|«Uhougb  he  had  then  more  than  three  years  to 
.laerr^y  the  quesuon  as  4o  who  his  successor  should  be,  nl- 
jready^QCiipied  jnost  intensely  the  minds  of  politicians  at 
.IVashitgtoQy  ,dtst«rbed  legislation  and  embarrassed  the 
ractioAof  GOi^ess.  It  was  not  in  the  nature  of  man  that 
this  excitement  should  diminish.  It  did  not;  but  on  the 
oontrary  .stvfidily  increased. 

There  aeemed  not  to  be,  at  this  time,  any  question  of 
saeaauret,  labout  which  4he  nation  was  di%'ided.  The 
i|>olicy  of.  proteoling  American  industry  by  a  slight  duty 
:on  foreign  imporlationsi  was  adopted  in  1816,  as  wall 
by  (he. support  and  votes  of  Mr.  Lowndes  and  Mr.  Gal 
Jioun  of  South-Carolina,  and  Mr.  Tucker  and  Mr.  Newlan 
fof  Vii^nia,  Mr.  Forsyth  of  Georgia,  and  other  southem 
gentlemen,  as  by  Mr.  Clay  and  the  members  from  New 
York,  New-Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Webster, and 
■m  large  portion  of  the  representatives  from  New-England, 
arere,4n  1816,  opposed  to  protecting  duties.  The  souti^, 
40  1B23,  had  not,  as  a  body,  taken  ground  against  a  tariff, 
■eitiier>as  Ainconstitutional,  or,  iniieed,  inexpedi^t.  (M* 
tiheseveral  candidates  spoken  of  for  president,  none  went 
supported  or  opposed  on  account  of  any  particular  mea- 
Mtrru  which  th**y  respectively  advocated  or  condemned. 
The  .question  about  the  selection  of  a  candidate,  was>  in 
fact,  personal,  not  political;  but  this  circumstance,  instead 
4>f  renderiog  it  less,  caused  it  to  be  more  exciting.  The 
nameitof  .many  gentlemen  were  mentioned  as  randiilatea, 
bttt  the  number  gradually  diminished,  until  the  contest 
finally  aeemed  to  be  confineil  to  William  H.  Crawford, 
noccelary  of  the  treasury;  John  Qiincy  Adams, secretary  of 
Matei  &nry  Clay,  speaker^of  the  house  of  represenlativea; 
John  C.  Calhonn,  seerelary  of  war;  and  lam.  Ands 
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Jadcson^  at  that  time,  I  beliere,  a  private  citisen.  Of  the 
pecaliar  and  distinctive  traits  of  character  of  these  five 
men,!  need  not  speak.  They  have  been  long  well  known 
to  every  intelligent  reader.  It  is,  however,  proper  to  say, 
that  each  of  them,  during  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  were 
ardent  and  efficient  supporters  of  Mr.  Madison's  adminia* 
tration,  ami  zealous  members  of  the  national  democratic 
party.  Mr.  Calhoun  was  the  youngest  of  the  five,  but 
be  had  been  long  eminently  distinguished  in  the  service  of 
the  nation.  His  profound  acquaintance  with  the  princi- 
ples of  the  government,  and  genius  of  the  constitution;  his 
wonderful  powers  of  mind,  and  his  energy  of  character, 
were  well  known.  At  the  head  of  the  war  department  in 
a  time  of  profound  peace,  he  impressed  his  genius  on  all 
its  operations,  ami  never  before,  nor  since,  has  the  influence 
of  that  branch  of  the  executive  government  been  so  effect- 
ive, or  so  much  felt,  as  when  Mr.  Calhoun  presided  over 
it.  His  bold  and  enterprising  mind  could  not  fail  to  ex* 
cite  universal  admiration,  particularly  among  the  young 
men  in  the  nation.  And  I  could  not  but  remark,  when  the 
presidential  question  was  first  agitated,  that  scarcely  could 
be  found  an  enterprising  young  man  for  whom  Calhoun 
was  not  his  favorite  candidate.  It  was  known  South-Ca* 
rolina  would  be  for  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  it  was  supposed 
tiiat  Pennsylvania  and  several  of  the  south-western  states 
preferred  him  to  any  other  man.  Mr.  Clay's  friends  con- 
sisted of,  I  presume,  a  majority  of  the  old  republican 
members  of  congress  in  the  different  states  of  the  union, 
and  a  very  large  majority  of  the  people  of  the  western 
states.  Few  men  ever  lived  who  possessed,  by  dint  of 
personal  address,  greater  power  over  the  human  mind 
than  Henry  Clay;  and  it  was  probably  more  owing  to  hit 
fascinating  social  qualities,  than  to  his  great  and  unrivalled 
powers  as  an  orator,  that  so  many  of  his  old  congressional 
aoociates  and  acquaintance  adhered  to  him. 
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When  Gen.  Jackson  was  first  announced  as  a  candidate^ 
it  was  not  known  nor  scarcely  anticipated  that  he  would 
receive  the  support  of  liiore  than  one  state — ^Tennessee — 
but  discerning  and  thinking  men  soon  perceived  that  his 
military  achievements  had  given  him  a  hold  on  the  afTeo- 
tions  of  the  people,  which  rendered  him  a  formidable 
competitor;  it  was  however  long  before  any  considerable 
number  of  politicians  of  standing  and  influence  declared 
themselves  in  his  favor.  De  Witt  Clinton  was  the  first 
eminent  man  at  the  north  who  announced  a  determination 
to  support  him. 

A  large  majority  of  the  republicans  of  New-England^ 
and  a  considerable  portion  of  the  same  party  in  the  other 
northern  and  in  the  middle  states,  were  for  John  Quincy 
Adams.  In  this  state,  to  me,  it  is  not  improbable  that  a 
majority  of  the  democratic  party  were  at  heart  in  favor 
of  Mr.  Adams.  They  considered  that  he  had,  from  the 
time  of  the  embargo,  in  the  year  1807,  down  to  the  peri- 
od about  which  I  am  now  writing,  uniformly  support- 
ed the  democratic  party  in  the  nation,  in  opposition  to 
a  majority  of  his  old  friends  in  New-England  and  even 
m  his  own  state  of  Massachusetts.  They  were  tired  too 
of  defending  themselves  against  the  charge  of  supporting 
southern  men,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  northern  section  of 
the  union,  and  they  were  anxious  to  be  relieved  from  that 
reproach.  Another  consideration  probably  had  an  effect 
on  the  minds  of  some  republicans  who  were  bitterly  hos- 
tile to  Mr.  Clinton.  They  considered  Mr.  Adams  the 
natural  rival,  at  the  north,  of  Mr.  Clinton,  and  they  be- 
lieved, if  the  former  could  be  elected  president,  it  would 
forever  put  at  rest  the  claims  of  the  latter.  But  the  lead* 
ing  politicians  of  the  dominant  party  reasoned  differently. 
They  believed  that  the  most  advantageous  ally  of  New- 
York  was  Virginia,  who,  they  supposed,  would  ultimatdy 
control  the  great, — the  compact  south.     They  thought,  too, 
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tbat^he  election  of  either  AdamK,  Clay,  CRlhoun  or  Jack- 
ion*  and  especially  the  electioa  of  Adama}  would  lead  U$ 
an  amalgamation  of  parties,  an  event  they  most  cordial|jr 
deprecated;  and  therefore  it  was,  that  Mr.  Van  Buneii^ 
Gesi.  Root)  Mr.  Beardsley,  and  other  leading  and  influeOf^ 
Ual  Aen  of  the  democratic  party,  supported  Mr.  Crawfor^^ 
who,  it  was  well  known,  would  be  sustained  by  Virginiai 
Georgia,  and,  it  was  belieyed,  most  of  the  southern  de^ 
moeraey}  and  they  judged,  and  I  have  no  doubt  correctly 
judged,  that  a  majority  of  the  leading  and  influential 
democrats  in  the  union  concurred  in  the  policy  of  supppc^r 
ing  Mr.  Crawford. 

Mr.  Crawford  was,  I  have  no  doubt,  at  this  perioiJ|| 
much  the  strongest  candidate  in  the  nation.  As  one  very 
decisive  evidence  of  this,  all  the  other  (candidates  and 
iheir  respective  friends,  though  opposed  to  each  othej^ 
united  in  their  opposition  to  Mr.  Crawford.  The  fi«fl 
demonstration  of  this  union  was  an  opposition  of  all  the 
friends  of  the  four  candidates  in  congress,  against  a  con- 
gressional caucus  to  nominate  a  president — a  measuie 
which  was  advocated  by  the  friends  of  Crawfont. 

This  state  of  things  alarmed  the  leaders  of  the  demo- 
cratic party  at  Albany,  who  now  were  known  by  the  ap- 
pellation of  the  Albany  Regency.  Adams,  Jackson,  Cat* 
lioun  and  Clay,  as  well  as  Crawford,  had  each  many  ar- 
dent friends  in  the  democratic  party.  Mr.  Clinton  waa«9 
effectually  prostrated  that  the  fear  of  his  success  could  no 
longer  be  used  to,  as  it  were,  force  a  union  of  actiw 
among  his  old  opponents.  In  this  emergency,  a  li^gisU* 
;tive  caucus  was  called  at  the  capitol  on  the  22d  Aprii^^ilt 
which  Walter  Bowne  M-as  appointed  chairman,  and  Jam/eff 
Mullett,  Jun.,  of  Chautauque,  secretary.  Root,  Red- 
field,  Dudley,  P.  K.  Livingston,  Gardner,  Gootlell,  Birds* 
eye  and  Wager  were  appointed  a  committee  lo  draft  res<^ 
.(tttions.     The  meeting  finally  revived  that  a  coQgressioii- 


^<c0Mi]S^Av  llNf  nctoHiation  tT  n  prevideiit  ouglittaili^ 
feridi  Jtnd'tlwl  flfiGk  Bomtfiation  cyoght  to  he  AupporMI. 
Vhe  filrbceetliiigs  of  this  oieetihg  were  fervmdcd-  kp  WiA^ 
tlhgtte^  iKit  Ailed  of  prodnciBg  tihe  dcnred  eiJect.  A 
m^^f&tiiif  of  the  democratk  menibcvs  of  oongMw  dmdal 
ngtitilftt  -ft  caocno.  This  decision^  ta  I  have  b^feve  -»> 
■MtrMd,  1r«tf  produeed  by  an  union  of  tlie  frieado  of  i44» 
wmsy  Ctay^  CadlioiaB  and  Jackson,  in  oppoailion  to  ihe 
M&md^^'Mf*  Crawford. 

TkediilareDoe  of  opinion  in  rttpect  to  the  aei^tian 4l 
^  watot^Bmio  Mr«  Monroei  was  not  confined  to  rnlitini«n^ 
or  td  ihe  leadeta  of  the  dttnocfatic  party  in  Ae*  atalftief 
•Sew^Ytik.  h  existed  among  the  people^  and  partloultrly 
^moiig  thoae^who  belonged  to  the  demodatie  pirty^.  Tkb 
oolidiiotora  ^  republicMi  newspapera^  looated  in  Twiota 
part8«of'tfae  state,  differed  in  their  viewls;  and  akhonifk 
aMMt  of  them 'Were  eztremely  cautioiis  about  eoniBilli^g 
^iiieniflehnra^  <it  was  evident  from  their  tone  tibat  differenoea 
ilmted  nMong  them. 

In  the  city  of  New-Yof  ky  a  schism  broke  out  which  wis 
nittt  ntttioipflrted,  but  which  produced^  for  a  time,  a  (total 
'Aimption  ofsil  political  organisation  in  thai  city. 

fMaj^<M.  If.  Noah,  a  man  of  wit  and  talents,  whdrfiir 
'Scvaml  ^efgvs  fNMt  had  been  editor  of  the  Kational  Ad- 
Tocatey which  claimed  to  be  the  only  true  fepubliean  p0p0r 
inilie'city,  notwithstanding  the  existenee  of  the  Mew- 
York' American,  GondttCted  by  Mp.  Charles  Kingy  had  been, 
kytMiv  Simner's  council,  made  sheriff  of  the  city  and  eonnty 
of  if  e^*York«  He  had  also  applied  for  soaae  share  in  Ike 
•Me  piiartisgi^  or  rathei  to  have  a  law  passed  directi^ 
4iaft«  pelrtinn  of  the  1^1  notices,  which  by  Jaw  were  re- 
hired tto  be 'publiriied  in  the  state  paper,  should  be  pub- 
'Kskad^kiapnper^'andmthis  application  hewasnniM- 
'^tassfol.  Hisiitt-aueoess  led  him  to  complsia  of  the  bad 
-inlkt>£'Maw  ttfitko  leading  deoMMCKitS' in  .Mew-York,.and 
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the  dictatorial  tone  which  he  aasumed,  drew  upoa  him  thia 
hostility  of  Messrs.  Sharpe,  Uhhoeffer,  Romaine,  Piersoiiy 
and  other  powerful  men  in  the  democratic  ranks.  The  con- 
■equence  was,  that  although  he  was  regularly  nominated  to 
be  supported  at  an  election  of  sheriff  in  New- York,  so 
many  of  his  old  democratic  friaids  opposed  him  that  he 
was  defeated.  The  New-York  American  took  demded 
ground  against  him.  Early  in  the  summer^  that  paper  an- 
nounced its  preference  for  Mr.  A  jams  as  the  next  presi- 
dent. Mr.  Noah,  in  the  National  Advbcate,  came  out 
warmly  in  favor  of  Mr.  Crawford,  and  denounced  all  per* 
sons  as  traitors  to  the  democratic  cause  who  opposed  him. 

In  this  state  of  things,  a  new  paper  was  established  in 
New-York,  called  the  New- York  Patriot,  which  was  put 
under  the  management  of  Charles  E.  Gardner,  who  had 
during  the  war  been  aid  to  Oen.  Brown,  and  who,  until 
recently,  has  been  one  of  the  assistant  post  master  gene- 
rals. The  object  of  this  paper  was  not  apparently  ta 
support  any  individual  of  the  several  presidential  candi- 
dates, but  to  oppose  the  election  of  Mr.  Crawford. 

Mr.  Henry  Wheaton,  formerly  the  editor  of  the  Na- 
tional Advocate,  and  now  on  a  foreign  mission,  was  osten- 
«bly  the  most  efficient  agent  in  the  establishment  of  this 
periodical;  but  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  Mr.  Calhoun^a 
juifluence  was  eterted  in  getting  up  its  publication. 

But,  notwithstanding  all  these  efforts  which  were  being 
made  jto  produce,  and  which  in  fact  were  producing  an 
impression  ^mong  the  people  unfavorable  to  the  election 
o!  Mr.  Crawford;  experienced  men  apprehended  that  if 
the  election  of  ^he  members  of  the  next  legislature  was 
conducted  in  the  usual  way,  an  influence  would  be  exerted 
on  that  body,  which  no  man  knew  how  to  wield  better  than 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  thro^gh  the  Albany  Regency,  whicb 
would  result  in  the  dioice  of  presidential  electors  who 
would  vote  for  lA r,  C|rawfprd|  for  it  milst  not  be  forgot* 
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.taiy  tkat  at  Uuit  daie  die  clecton  were  diosen  by  die  le- 
gielatiiffe. 

Widi  a  riew  to  guatd  againit  such  a  resulti  it  vnm 
wged.  diat  tbe  eleetora  ought  to  be  chosen  by  the  people. 
^  If  the  najority  of  the  people  are  for  Mr.  Crawford,"  said 
kia  opponentSi  ^^  we  cheerfully  acquiesce  in  their  determine 
tion;  if  not,  let  their  will  be  carried  into  execution."  This 
plan  was  formed  by  a  citizen  of  Albany,  whose  name  has 
uerer  been .  mentioned,  but  who  communicated  it  to  Mr. 
-Wheatoii,  of  New- York,  and  immediately  the  New*York 
Patriot  took  strong  ground  in  &vor  of  the  measure.  The 
Clintonian  party  had  heretofore  maintained  a  neutral  al^ 
litnde  in  respect  to  the  presidential  candidates,  but  they 
jnatantly  took  ground  in  favor  of  this  measure  and  declar- 
ed their  readbess  to  support  any  candidate  for  a  member 
itf  the  legidature  who  would  avow  himself  in  favor  of 
giving  to  the  people  the  right  of  appointing  the  presi* 
detttial  electors.  The  proposition  was  so  well  and  faTor- 
ably  received  by  the  pe<^le,  that  no  candidate,  however 
legolarly  nominated  by  a  democratic  caucus,  dared  avow 
his  opposition  to  the  measure.  Many  of  them  were  re- 
quired publicly  to  pledge  themselves,  if  elected,  to  vote 
ibr  the  proposed  law,  and  I  have  now  before  me  a  country 
paper^  (the  Cherry  Valley  Gazette,)  of  November,  1828, 
•which  alleges  that  seventy-five  of  the  members  elect  to 
Ae  assembly,  had,  before  the  election,  actually  pledged 
dieir  word  to  vote  for  an  electoral  law. 

The  Clintonian  party  were  probably  as  much  divided 
in  opinion,  as  to  the  individual  who  ought  to  be  the  next 
freaident,  as  were  the  members  of  the  democratic  party; 
but  the  former  class  of  politidans  were  ready,  most  evi- 
dently, to  unite  in  any  scheme  which  w^ould  prostrate  the 
Albany  Regency  and  the  democratic  party. 
•  The  democratic  opponents  of  Mr.  Crawford,  of  a  con^ 
grcasioiial  caucus,  of  Van  Buren  and  the  Albany  Regpncy 
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ateutted  to  thcmsdTes  tite  luuiie  oC  Ite  PmIpii^s  Pkjnrty 
and  in  counties  where  they  believed  they  had  mficicBt 
atieDgtfa  to  elect  their  candidates^  Ibegr  madfe  nomttSHona 
lA  oppoaitioii  to  the  re||ular  d^nooB^ic  fcaaAdatdi/iaial* 
timt  cofpkowi£h»  The  people's  'paftjr  denoatnoaftdU  wMX 
fH^rtiott  b£  Ae  'denoctatic  *  ^attjr  whioh  a^pportadi  MK 
OrawfdM)  theltegency  phr^. 

In  the  city  of  l^ew-York^  a  people's  tidcetfor  aaseflabff , 
of  which  Henry  Wheaton  stood  ht  the  head^  was  Aaumuh 
led  and  elected.  In  the  first  senate^dislrict,  Band  Odrff- 
nttj  a  member  of  the  people's  party^  was  dboielii  Bi 
Dutchess  county^  Oeb.  Talimad|^  n^nomiaaeled  by  fOt 
same  party,  and  elected  by  a  lai^e  msjorily.  h  MoMh 
|p>lBery,Henry  Cunningham;  in  Sdienectadj)  lA%t  Biggii 
and  in  Washington,  John  Orai^  and  Eara  Smitli^  %^ 
%elf-4iomiiuited  candidates,  and  all  6f  them  'triiitiipUkh% 
sustained  by  the  people.  The  majority  in  each  bf  thoie 
counties,  for  the  self^nomihated  candidktes,  was  irery  g^tifc 
These  developments  indicated  that,  if  the  dbmihant  pMff 
%a8  nbt  broken  up,  its  disaolntion  Wite  rapidly  a^prtuMh 

ing. 

.  In  tbfe  senate,  the  following  chaitgea  toUc' "{dt^db  'Wk 
the  first  district,  Mr.  (Gardner  Irhs  elected)  in- phoetaClflL 
king;  in  the  second^  WiUiam  Nhfabn^  tn"^lafie;qf  |Al}» 
.Hunter;  in  the  third,  Jacob  Haigbt,  in  phme'bf  M%ib 
Sutheilaiid;  in  the  fourth,  Silaa  Wright^  Junt^  in  Heu  (If 
Mr.  Erwin;  in  the  fifl!h^  Parley  Keyes^  in  place' of  SmMl 
Beard8ley,whowa8  appointed  United  StatesdbtKht  dtfbr- 
noy;  in  the  sixth,  Latham  A.  Burrows^  in  phceof  ^fiot^ 
ral. Hathaway;  in  the  seventh^  Jededlah  Morgpui}  iat.piacf 
of  Mr.  Bowker;  and  in  the  eijghlb,  Jdhn  Bb^imiky  M 
|»lace  of  Mr.  Porter.,  . 

Messrs.  Gardner,  Nhbon^  HUgMt  ind  BwfOti«^  tlwiKh 
not  all  of  them  eleeted:%a  audfc|  anbae<pientiy  <a>fed  ^th 
«ia!ped|^l«'aiilLny. 


fHf jaBiH  ¥<rftV  ^nn  of  serTic^  e^ptr^.m  (lie  n^autt 
of  July.  On  thfl  99Ci|NOti)  Ibe  Qieiobers  of.  the  bar  of 
48iP^tt.fl£^teF-¥9r)i^  M4  si  i9«etin|;,  at  wbkh  the  veive- 
^lUt  ^VstWff^  H^rjriapQ  prwded,  «nd  William  Jobnaoaii. 
^.ni9ltFif  ^^SUt  8(|cret«ry.  QietoljUioiM,  oi  the  laotira 
^  tfif  lAMn^^^^e  «4oi^ted»  higUy  complunenterj  to 
%.f#i^^  9lmMl«.^  W4  «ervic^  pf  the  ChiuieeUori  and! 
%nb  ^n«^  ^<>^  W^409  Sao^u^  Joik«  and  Boy4| 
IfiK.  liWfl^^  IP.  4^.  ^  944reia  tp  himy  vbioh  nw 
i|HI(IMBfly|liy  i9ilppte4*  Tbe  ?d4ren  y^  $o  e^Gelle»l|  a«A 
^IhH)  W  ^I^^.  occasipi^  u|  t09  uipu^alf  «»  abrlctly  ju^ 
^  i%  ^iffi^rmity  ^p  truthj  (h^  I  qao^ot  dei^  myself  the 

^To  Jamxb  Kent,  CSkahceUar  of  the  State  ofJ^euhYork. 

"  §ni|— The  gentleo^ep  o/  th^e.  b;^  0/  tbU  city,  sepsU^jli^ 
e|  ^bjp,  i|p^8ti]||able  l^eDefitj^^^bicb  your  judicial  hJfm  bay^^ 
e^fftnr^d  f|^  the  ^ojmmuQity,  and^  with  l^ear^  touched  b;[ 
fte  affectionate  languajge  i^  ^'^^icb  yoi^  announced  ihfi 
cJMe  of  yo^jr  lj»st  tenuj  cannot  refrain  at  ^|ie  moqi^Bt 
wbe^  by^^^^  ^opstitu^ioni f our  official  duties  ar^  to  ceasf^ 
from  expresfing  their  deep  regret  at  the  event,  and  offer- 
ing \€>  Ypu  1^^  tribute  of  their  sincere  respect  and  esteefl). 
'^(^  might|  perjliaps,  on  this  occasion,  at  least,  be  excused 
tw  dottl^tin^  the  wisdom  oC  ^at  constitutional  provifiion 
tha|  cc^jif If  y.o^,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  your  intel- 
^fA^^li  !fi^9lH^?^  ^9  rf Iui<iui8b  ^  station  you  have  ^lle4 
i||(h  (gnifumipf te  alpili^y,  ^d  ^ith  the  greatest  honor  ai^ 

seaf  yn  t^e  bei^cb  pf  the  supreipe  court,  and  where  yoi^ 
afterwards  presic^ed,  more  than  ten  years,  before  your  ap^ 
pfljntmfDt  tq  th(^t  cottr|;  in  ^hich  for  aif  almost  equa^ 
period,  y(>\ir  administration  of  ^uity  ^m  shed  a  new  luir 

^  n  ^  fi^^  ftf  M  ^4^8?>  irM*^?H^  ^^^^  «•, 
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think)  no  system  of  jurisprudenee  can  be  completei  or  tiMi 
obligations  of  justice  effectually  enforced* 

^  During  this  long  course  of  services,  so  useful  and 
hoaorablei  and  which  will  form  the  most  brilliant  period* 
in  our  juridical  history,  you  have  by  a  series  of  deci*ionS| 
in  law  and  equity,  distinguished  alike  for  practical  wis^ 
dooi)  profound  learning,  deep  research,  and  accurate  dis- 
crimination, contributed  to  establish  the  fabric  of  our* 
jurisprudence  on  those  sound  principles  that  have  been 
sanctioned  by  the  experience  of  mankind,  and  expoonded 
by  the  venerable  and  enlightened  sages  of  the  law. 
Though  others  may  hereafter  enlarge  and  adorn  the  edi- 
fice whose  deep  and  solid  foundations  were  laid  by  the 
wise  and  patriotic  framers  of  our  government,  in  that 
common  law,  which  they  claimed  for  the  people  as  their 
noblest  inheritance,  your  labors  on  this  magnificent  struc- 
ture will  forever  remam  eminently  conspicuous,  command* 
ing  the  applause  of  the  present  generation  and  exciting 
the  kdmiration  and  gratitude  of  future  ages. 

*'The  industry  and  zeal  with  which  you  have  applied  all 
the  energies  and  resources  of  an  active  and  vigorous  mind 
to  the  discharge  of  the  arduous  and  increasing  duties  of 
your  station,  have  been  felt  and  acknowledged  by  the  bar, 
and  by  all  who  are  interested  in  the  faithful  and  impartial 
administration  of  justice.  The  simplicity  and  candor  of 
four  deportment  have  rendered  the  performance  of  our  pro- 
fessional duties  at  all  times  easy  and  pleasant,  whilst  the 
promptness  of  your  decisions  has  removed  all  cause  of 
complaint  among  suitors,  who  have  learned  with  surprise, 
that  controversies  the  most  intricate  and  perplexed,  may 
be  brought  to  a  conclusion  in  a  court  of  chancery,  with 
as  little  delay,  as  an  ordinary  suit  at  common  law.  Not 
only  have  the  merits  of  every  case  been  careftilly  investi- 
gated and  attentively  considered,  but  no  pains  have  been 
spared  by  you,  in  explaining  the  reasons  of  every  decision: 


And  judidal  opuions,  the  most  lumiaoiui  and  learned, 
In^e  iBstnieted  the  experienced,  as  well  as  the  yoting  of 
that  profession  which  yon  have  adomed  by  your  talents 
and  virtiies. 

*^  Aocept,  sir,  our  most  cordial  wishes  for  your  future 
prosperity  and  happmess.  May  you  long  live  to  enjoy 
your  exalted  and  well  earned  reputation,  and  those  sooth- 
ing reflections  which,  to  a  pure  and  virtuous  mind,  afford 
the  richest  recompense  for  so  many  years  of  a  life  devoted* 
to  the  upright  and  conscientious  administration  of  justice, 
and  to  the  best  interest  of  your  native  state. 

«  JVw-rorik,  July  28thy  l823.»' 

What  higher  gratification  can  be  afforded  to  a  cultiva- 
ted and  elevated  mind,  than,  on  retiring  from  an  highly 
responsible,  laborious  and  dignified  office,  to  receive,  and 
be  conscious  of  having  merited,  the  plaudits  of  all  the 
wise,  the  good,  and  virtuous  in  the  community  t 

Alas  I  John  Wells,  one  of  the  most  eminent  and  distin* 
gnished  members  of  the  committee  who  addressed  Chan- 
cellor Kent,  and  who^  I  presume,  drew  the  address,  by  a 
mysterious  Providence,  after  three  days'  illness,  died  on 
the  7th  of  September  following.  He,  too,  had  established 
a  reputation  the  most  enviable,  by  his  merits  as  a  citizen 
and  his  skill,  integrity  and  splendid  talents  as  a  lawy^, 
entirely  independent  of  his  character  and  standing  as  a 
politician.'* 

*  I  ted  tB  Oit  AraeriMii  Monthlf  MBganiM  of  Mardi,  1M8,  m  interesting  iketeh 
•f  the  lift  of  Mr.  WeUs,  written  by  William  W.  CAnnsLL,  now  of  the  city  of 
Xew^Yorl^  aathor  of  tlie  Annals  of  Tryon  County,  a  book  containing  much  tsIo* 
iMe  and  oaefal  information.  «  In  the  profession  of  the  laW|"  says  Mr.  Cam]^ 
beU  In  his  memoir  of  the  late  John  Wells,  **  it  is  well  Itnown  that  the  eloqneiyi 
•AvoeatCt  who  eonfines  himself  strietly  to  the  dlsebarge  of  his  profBstional  dn. 
ties,  leafBs  few  traces  of  his  Ulents  when  he  is  no  more.  His  eloquence  may  be 
fUMabcred  by  those  who  were  his  companions  at  the  bar^  and  who  may  hate 
flstened  to  his  Impassioned  efforts ;  bnt  tlie  remembrance  often  passes  away  with 
'•ke  memory  of  thoee  eompanions»  and  thus  perishes  with  the  frail  record  npon 
whieh  it  is  Written. 

M  John  Wells  was  bora  in  Cherry  Valley,  la  Otsego  county,  in  the  year  171^ 
tiB  fvaciae  period  efliie  birth  is  not  known,  in  consequence  of  the  entire  da> 


^  Alhwy  apd  Utica,  fpr  t)^  purmw^  of  mwitetng  dMir 
ipprobatioa  and  ce9p^ct  for  t^e  «erTicef»|  talfiiito|M<Lckait 
acter  of  Chancellor  Kent. 

Brockbplst  Linngstoii,  aa  asapciat«i  iu4ge  qf  Ifat  an- 
pci^me  court  of  the  United  Statea,  died  thii  year.  H.% 
IHaaei^d  an  intellect  of  the  highest  order,  and  m9m-  a« 
thle  Iaw7^« 

*  Several  diatinguiahed  lawyers  from  this  atale^  were  a»* 
Itfiiinci^  as  candidates  for  the  office  which  bad  beoome 

ttneUoB  oT  hit  ftmitf  while  he  w»s  fet  ymmg.  la  n41|  th«  arrerffiid  SmmmI 
noBlopi  the  maternal  grand-father  of  Mr.  Welli|  with  a  ettiaU  colonf  of  Seoteh 
i||^|^4tini|rf^ts,  pepe|ia»«d  hf  the  way  of  the  Mohawk  vallof  into  the  interior 
of  .tips  ttatOi  and  made  a  settlement  npon  a  branch  of  the  iiead«wa|ers  pf  ,t^ 
%sq«efaanna)  and  gave  it  ihe  name  above  mentioned. 

,«' XheK  ^^^1^  in  1714  hy  John  Wells,  the  patemal  gfsiid^sihctf.  At  Itet 
time  C)fterrr  VaUey  was  the  extreme  verge  of  civilisation.  Sonth  and  west  e^- 
Mnded  die  far  nnbroken  wilderness  in  all  its  freshness  and  majesty.  A  few  Ger- 
man families  ^^fe  soait^^o^ along  thf  valley  of  tl»  IMiavk;  hot  llM  HfUPk 
tribe  of  Indians,  that  tribe  who  were  emphatically  the  Romans  of  the  I^rth 
Aaarioan  AbeslginBs,  and  who  gave  tlieir  name  to  the  beaatifol  river  npon  whooa 
kfjfiu  thpy  dwelt,  ^rere  still  there^-etiU  guarding  the  graves,  f^d  g9a|«jngfl|ff^ 
Ihe  hunting-grounds  of  their  ancestors.  Mrs.  Grant,  in  her  memoirs  of  an  Af^ 
4pn^  lady,  has  given  an  interesting  aeeount  of  a  voyage  up  the  Mohawk  in  eariy 
time's.  It  was  nearly  thirty  years  after  its  ascent  by  the  Mt^  party  n^  ^9# 
Cnerry  Talley ;  but  settlements  were  not  advanced  then  with  the  rail-road  rapip 
4AKy  «f  our  day,  and  the  valley  of  the  Mohawk  still  posseeaed  aiueh  of  its  ori^ 
■al  freshness  and  primitive  beauty. 

**ft  would  be  interesting  to  pause  lierei  and  consider  the  changes  that  t^  pen- 
^9f  „  which  has  now  almost  elapsed,  has  pradnoed.  The  If ohawks,  with-  th* 
confederated  tribes,  the  Six  Nations,  have  almost  disappcaqed ;  ^nd  tkf  p^ 
trUdemess  has  budded  and  blossomed  under  the  fostering  care  and  industry  of 
Ihe  millions  of  wbite  men  who  have  succeeded  them. 

«  Among  the  first  buildings  erected  in  the  little  colony  of  Cherry  Yalley  was  a 
■|pa^  church  huiU  of  ]«|P;  and  h^re  the  B^v.  Mr.  Pa«lqp,  |h»  »a4imal  gmisi- 
S^fik^t  9f  Mr.  }yeUs,  first  laiaed  tue  siaAfiard  of  the  cfoas  am»d  th»  4oUs  And  prir 
vfiioips  incident  to  a  ^ew  settlequf  nt*  Jothn  .W«li«»  ntmr,  wa«  a«poinl^  &ht  Sitl 
ji^ti^  of  the  peace;  and,  as  one  of  the  justice^  of  thP  quoriws,  Mw  ataesisml 
aj|tfi  intimate  with  tl^  celebrat^ed  3ir  Wi^iaAi  Jp^NMpg* 

"  His  eldest  son,  Robert  WeUs,  maxrt^d  a  daughter  «f  |fff.  numlpp;  nn^Al  Mk 
npirriage  was  John  Wells,  the  subject  of  tliis  s)f9tc^  bom  in  1139,  aahrt^wnwdn 
llpned.  At  the  time  of  his  birth  the  elements  of  discord  wens  in  motion-  099m 
eition  to  the  motber  country  was  then  gaining  fores  with  all  ciasses  of  eoekAgy 
nnd  the  deeded  and  uncomproipising  tone  in  which  Ihe  iJthU  of  Ihf  eonnlsp  Mtm 
mainUioed,  wasprepar.ng  the  way  for  a  physical  defence  of  those  rtghta  Ste 
wftf  of  the  revolution  fi»nnd  the  Ifttla  pw^tieinent  of  Qh«rry  Talley  stilla  fuMh 
•«ii^.   In  the  gnmaer  of  p%  <WC||rred  ^Im  Amdm  IfWtw  i>  l»>  i 
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hf  Juige  Livingston^B  death;  among  wboa^  wei« 
Q^iBf  Justice  Spencer  and  Mr.  Henry  Wheaton.  The 
pneadent  finally  appointed  Smitii  Thompson,  laie  chief' 
justice  of  this  state,  then  secretary  of  the  navy. 

CUuef  Justice  Spencer,  Judge  Van  Ness  and  Judge 
Flntt,  after  being  conHUuHonized  out  of  office,  resumed  the 
fmtitiee  of  law;  but  Judge  Spencer  did  not  long  continue 
at  the  bar.  He  probably  found  it  unpleasant  to  meet  oa 
tara|3  of  equality,  and  contend  with  lawyers  for  whom  he 

Sif.  of  PensylTanim^  v|iic^  ]ui|i  be^n  immortalized  in  Oe^rode  of  MCyowi^ 
« inlUbitanls  of  Cherry  Tailey  fled  oa  learninff  the  faM  of  their  ^thr«ii  of 
ffMmiag^  b«t  seturned  to  thair  homea  in  the  fall  of  the  aams  yoat)  nnder  ap  iq^ 
yreasion  that  there  was  no  looger  aDf  danger  by  naton  of  th?  adyanoe  of  t^ 
•caaon.  Tbey  retnraod  only  to  ahare  the  fate  of  their  friends  of  Wyoming.  On 
th^  alf  v99ih  of  No? ember  in  the  same  yeari  a  party  of  Indiana  and  toiieoi  led  on 
by  Walter  Butler  and  the  far-famed  chjef  Joseph  Qranti  made  an  inennion  if^ 
ikfi  settlement,  and  destroyed  it,  Iiilling  many  of  the  inhabitants.  John  Wells, 
4|pp^>.M^)«>Bn:left  with  an  annt  in  iichensetady  for  the  purpose  of  attending 
school.  This  favor  had  been  solicited  by  the  aunt  when  the  other  membfrff.  of  thn 
luailf  wece  about  to  return  to  Cherry  Yalleyi  aod  thus  he  escaped  that  melancho- 
^  ^  which  nwaiiad  Iho  wtMrn  of  the  others  to  their  home.  His  latbef  and 
ipother,  ancle  and  aunt,  four  brothers  and  sisters  were  killed.  His  grandmothiei^ 
Ihe  wife  of  the  Rev.  Mi.  Dunlop,  also  fell  a  victim ;  and  these  great  misfortunes 
^igpi|iht  down  in  a  short  time  fifterifardjl  thegny  hniirs  of  the  reverend  clargp* 
man  himself  with  sorrow  to  (he  grave. 

(f  One  eommon  grave  received  all  of  hia  family,  who  were  killed  on  the  llth  of 
^fffBlisr,  a^  tJ|e  eloguent  f4fofi¥fit  W  afVer^life,  pnid  several  visito  to  the  v«^)^ 
of  ms  Mrthi  and  shed  a  tear  over  the  spot  where  reposed  the  ashes  pf  hiskinjin'id.?' 

After  bnefly  recounting  tlie  difficulties  encouniexed  by  Mr.  Wells  Is  acquinng, 
withont  the  aid  of  either  wealth  or  relatives,  a  good  classical  educatioo,  and 
after  giving  an  account  of  his  sharp  and  snccessful  competition  as  a  lawyer  and 
his  elevation  to  the  highest  rank  in  his  profession,  Mr.  Campbell  says,  "Mr. 
Wells  died  at  Brooklyn  heights  in  September,  189S,  of  what  was  stated  at  the 
time  to  be  high  billious  fever,  and  which  was,  in  fact,  the  yellow  fever.  He  fell  a 
victim  to  his  benevolence  and  humanity.  His  house  was  on  Brooklyn  Heights; 
and  Benriy  beneath  it,  and  close  to  the  water,  were  some  small  residenees,  in> 
habited  by  very  poor  people.  He  called  at  one  of  these  houses,  leaf  aing  that 
aome  of  the  inhabitanta.were  sick,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  what  he  oould  do 
for  their  relief.  Having  made  some  provision  for  their  immediate  necessities, 
the  eall  was  agaia  repeated.  The  yellow  fever  broke  out  at  this  s]A>t,  and  Mr. 
Wells  was  one  of  the  first  victims.  Bis  death  cast  a  gloom  over  the  city,  ill 
felt  that  a  great  man  had  fallen.  Meetings  of  members  of  the  bar  were  called  in 
fhlndty  and  in  Albany.  In  this  city,  resolutions  were  passed,  which  were  highly 
erejitatjle  to  his  memory ;  and  they  were  supported  by  Josiah  Qgden  Hoffman  in 
a  speech  of  grflt  power  and  feeling.  AlF  considered  him,  In  the  language  of  Mr. 
Coweo,  to  have  been  *  the  pride  of  the  New-Tork  bar.'  All  monrned  over  Ihs 
bereasemant  which  they  had  sustained." 
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had  so  long  acted  'tis  a  judge;  and  having  accumalated  m 
fortune  which  rendered  his  pecuniary  circumatanees  eaaji 
he  retired  from  a  competition,  which^  to  him,  must  have 
been  at  timea  irritating  as  well  aa  painfuL 

Judge  Piatt  continued  to  practice  with  high  reputatioDi 
as  an  advocate,  for  several  years  afterwards;  but,  shortly 
before  his  death,  he,,  likewisci  retired  to  a  country  seat  in 
Clinton  county. 

Judge  Van  Ness,  also,  opened  a  law  office  in  the  city  of 
New- York,  but  his  health  soon  became  impaired.  He 
lingered  awhile,  oppressed  with  a  chronic  disease  of  the 
dyspeptic  kind,  and  finally,  in  the  hope  of  recovering  his 
health,  travelled  to  the  south,  and  died  in  one  of  the  south* 
em  states.  He  was  invincibly  attached  to  political  pur- 
suits, and  fond  of  the  bustle  of  public  life;  and,  possessing 
as  he  did,  a  mind  extremely  sensitive,  it  is  not  improbable 
that  the  loss  of  his  official  station,  and  the  utter  prostrftr 
tion  of  his  political  prospects,  may  have  induced  the  dis- 
ease of  which  he  died.  He  was,  in  person,  address  and 
intellectual  endowments,  formed  for  one  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  of  the  age.  At  the  head  of  an  executive 
department  at  Washington,  he  would  have  shone  with  a 
lustre  unrivalled* 
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CHAPTER  XXX. 

fBOV  JA2fUA«T  1|  MM,  TO  J4LNUABT  l|  MM. 

l^x  approaching  presidential  electioni  and  the  unusual 
namber  of  presidential  candidates,  produced  so  many  par- 
ties in  this  state,  in  addition  to  the  two  pre-existing  par- 
ties, and  the  great  political  revolution  which  occurred 
daring  the  year  1824,  would,  if  an  attempt  were  made 
minutely  to  detail  the  action,  and  causes  of  action,  of  dis- 
tinguished individuals,  and  the  fractions  of  parties,  swell 
this  work  to  a  size  not  warranted  by  the  limits  I  have 
prescribed  to  it.  I  must  therefore  content  myself  with' 
simply  giving  my  reader  an  account  of  the  acts  of  die 
leading  politicians  who  took  part  in  the  controversy, 
which,  during  this  year,  raged  with  unequalled  violence; 
and  I  shall  confine  myself  to  a  very  few  remarks  on  the 
probable  motives  by  which  the  actors  were  governed. 

The  legislature  convened  on  the  6th  of  January.  In 
pursuance  of  a  long  established  custom,  the  republican 
members  of  the  assembly  met  in  caucus  on  the  evening  of 
the  6th,  for  the  purpose  of  nominating  a  speaker.  Those 
members  who  had  been  elected  in  opposition  to  the  regu- 
lar republican  ticket,  in  several  of  the  counties,  such,  for 
instance,  as  those  from  the  counties  of  New* York  and 
Dutchess,  met  ami  deliberated  with  the  regularly  nomi- 
nated and  elected  democratic  members.  *  There  were,  in 
fiiet,  very  few  Clintonian  or  federal  members  chosen. 
Mr.  Crary  from  Washington,  and  Mr.  Cunningham  from 
Montgomery,  were  Clintonians,  but  they  were  self-nomi- 
nated candidalesy  and  disclaimed  being  members  of  any 
peliltcttl  party. 


I4ti  poLcncA^  mufTQiur  [1834. 

Samuel  J.  Wilktn^  son  of  Gen.  James  W.  Wilkin,  of 
Orange  county,  witit  whose  name  the  reader  is  familiar,  a 
young  man  of  fine  talents  and  great  merit,  was  a  Clintoni- 
an;  but  he  had  been  elected  from  the  county  of  Orangey 
a  very  large  majority  qf  w)|qfie  elf  cIpfKi  if  ere  decidedly 
hostile  to  Mr.  Clinton.  He  undoubtedly  owed  his  elec- 
tion to  the  hostility  of  a  majority  of  that  County  to  Mr. 
Cf^^Kftord  9fi  ♦  fifiMWfttfi  fw  t^  pr/^fffileiicy,  mi  i^  Ws 
owii.  supf^ripf  perspp^l  Vf^Xt^f  Thf^  pe^lf^f  P^rty^  in 
cancHs,  $jqp|Kui^4  Qm-  t!^UiP^dg<^.  fe|  V^^j  but.  tb^ 
aif(ejpj^t  tp  i^pmimttjs  him  wa^i  dtk^^  by  a  larg^  majoritjr; 
an4  Eicbar4  (^PPdi^ll,  of  Jefferson  county^  wfui  noippi^tieidf 
and  th^  ne;^  clay  ^lect^  Yitl^ou^  serioua  eppositipif . 

)^r.  Qopdell  hf^d  been  a  captain  m  the  Unjkted  Sute^ 
acp9y,  during  ti^e  la^t  war,  an^i  served  ^s  such  wijtJti  qooilidieT 
rable  niputaUpiy.  He  was  a  modest,  frank,  and  hpaoi(abl^ 
msj^  I)|it  j^t  familiar  with  the  businesis  of  Ifgi^laiipD; 
heavy  s^cj  sjipw  in  mental  action,  w^  ji)y  np  m^ns  wj^U 
fitted  to  preside  over  a  delib^atiye  l^ody,  in  unck  «tpfopij. 
tigies  as  occurred  during  the  forty-ninth  sei^ion  of  tha 
New- York  legislature. 

The  governor's  message  iivas  delivered  o^  the  day  the 
two  hous^  organized-  Aa  an  official  paper  it  ^aagrentlj 
superior,  both  in  struct\ire  and  ^tyle,  to  his  first  message. 

The  governor  again  urg^  upop  the  legislature  the 
neces^ty  of  a  revision  of  the  statutes,  and  he  took 
strong  ground  in  &vQr  of  encouraging  domestic  manufac- 
tories by  an  increase  of  duties  on  foreign  impprtationa* 
I  mentiop  this  circumstance  for  the  purpc^e  of  remarkiiig 
tbat  at  that  time,  and  for  several  y^ara  aftenyard^  it  waff 
a  part  of  the  dexxi^qcratic  creed,  in  this  ^d  other  porthei^ 
states,  that  home  industry  sbpuld  be  protejc^tei^  by  imposing 
heavy  duties  pn  commodities  piana&dured  abroad.  On 
the  subject  of  choosing  the  presidential  electors  by  thf 
people,  the  governor  stated  that  ^^  The  choice  of  elecv- 
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tin-  of  ^rettdent  and  tice^Md^ntj  lni#  ^xeit«d  flflteh 
animadTersion  throughout  the  nation;  and  it  is  to  bt 
TCgretted)  that  k  tmifonn  nile  on  tbia  aubj«ct  is  not 
fkreseiibcd  by  the  conatitntion  of  the  United  Statea.  It  ia 
niiiiftaty  that  the  manter  of  el^eoting  may  baire  an  eaMi- 
tinl  eBeet  on  the  power  and  influence  of  a  atate,  with  re* 
^^gaird  to  tbe  -ptvaidbntial  queltioh^  by  either  dinding  the 
▼otesy  or  eriibting  the'atate  with  greater  certainty  to  give 
an  nmtbd  Tote^  aird  until  a  nnitorm  nkte  is  ingrafted  in 
the  mnatftiftion  of  the  United  Statea^  the  mahner  of  eleet- 
ing  will  continue  to  fluctoate,  and  no  attehition  made  by 
any  one  state,  will  produce  a  matbrial  change  in  the  tt« 
lions  modfes  now  existing  thrtvoghoat  the  union,  tn  aoifte 
states  the  people  wtii  vote  by  a  general  ttclcet;  in  B6i6e 
by  distitcts,and  in  others  by  the  i^islaturej  and  no  ptae-  • 
ticml  remUy  probably  does  exist,  competent  to  retnoVe 
die  ertl  effectually,  except  by  an  aaeadment  to  thens- 
tioDill  constitution. 

*' Although  this  statehas  heretofore  sanctioned  an  atteinpt 
to  accomplish  that  important  object,  which  prored  unati6* 
oeaaful,  the  mieasure  on  that  account  should  not  be  abtfilH 
daiied;  aild  as  the  stkbjeot  has  recently  been  brought  b^- 
ferecoiigress,  it  is  to  be  expected  that  another  opportosfity 
Will  shortly  be  presented  for  the  legislature  of  this  atate 
to  aanction  anamendment,iiot  only^iablfshihg  a  uoiforn* 
tiile  in  the  choice  of  electors,  but  also  securing  the  d^stra 
ble  object  of  directing  suchchtnce  to  be  made  by  the  peo- 
ple. A  more  propitious  period  of  erincing  its  propriety 
and  consequently  affording  a  more  fkvorabte  prdspect  of 
ebtaiiling  a  c<institutional  number  of  theiaiates  to  assent  tb 
h,  I  am  inclined  to  think  has  not  presented  itself  since 
ike  oiganiaation  of  the  ^orernment.  Pe^taded  that  ybu 
as  the  representatives  of  a  free  people,  will  duly  be  ihlfe- 
tticefl  by  reasbn  and  true  patriotism)  it  is^ubmitt^d  to 
fr^r  WkdMi  )ind  diactlbtiOfe,  trhcHhet^  uAAsr  ^xbtfUgWl^ 
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cwwt^nce^  the  present  maimer  of  chooflbg  elcefeon  oiq[jh^ 

at  this  time,  to  be  changed." 

.  This  was  palpably  an  attempt  to  evade  a  direct  expres- 
sion of  an  opinion  by  the  execuiiTe  against  giving  to  the 
people  the  power  of  choosing  the  electors  at  the  then 
•next  presidential  election.  No  man  was  so  grossly  stu- 
pid as  not  to  perceive  that  an  amendment  of  the  United 
States  constitution,  if  it  ever  could  be  made^  (of  wiiidi 
there  was  not  then,  nor  is  there  now^  the  most  remote 
probability,)  could  not  at  any  rate  be  effected  in  time  to 
be  operative  at  the  next  election;  and  the  notion  that  the 
vote  of  the  state  would  necessarily  or  even  probably  be 
divided  if  the  choice  of  electors  were  yielded  to  the  peo- 
plci  was  so  absurd  that  in  the  view  of  every  sensible  man 
it  was  ri^liculous.  The  message  was  considered  by  ike 
public,  what  in  fact  it  must  have  been  intended  to  be,  an 
executive  recommendation  to  the  legislature  to  retain,  in 
their  own  hands,  the  power  of  appointing  the  electors.  * 

Immediately  after  the  house  was  organized,  and  before 
a  message  had  been  sent  to  the  governor  that  they  M^ere 
organized,  Mr.  Wheaton,  from  New-York,  gave  notice 
that  he  would,  on  some  future  day,  bring  in  a  bill  author- 
izing the  people  to  choose  the  electers  for  president  and 
vice-presidfnt — and  shortly  after  the  message  was  ready 
Mr.  Flagg  offeree!  a  resolution  that  the  subject  of  chang- 
ing the  mode  of  choosing  the  electors  be  referred  to  a 
.committee  of  nine  members. 

A  long  and  exciting  debate  ensued.  The  resolutiw 
was  supported  by  Messrs.  Flagg,  Ruger  from  Oneida^ 
Hosmer  from  Genesee,  Edwards  from  Onondaga,  and 
Whiting  from  Ontario;  and  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Wheaton,  Bajtsiow  from  Tioga,  formerly  a  senator,  Tall- 
madge  and  Crarv. 

The  opponents  of  the  resolution  charged  the  mover 
with  an  ioteniion  to  embarrass  the  proceedings,  to  delay 
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•etiOB  on  the  subject,  and  fifially  to  evade  or  defeat  the 
measore*  This  was  denied  by  Mr.  F|agg;  and  in  fact  all 
the  supporters  of  his  resolution  avowed  themselves  in 
fiiivor  of  passing  an  electoral  law  during  the  session.  It 
may  be  well  to  mention  here,  that  the  talents  of  the  house 
decidedly  preponderated  against  the  Crawford  party;  for 
although  Mr.  Mullet,  Mr.  Hosmer  and  Mr.  Whiting  sup- 
ported Mr.  Flagg's  resolution  on  this  occasion,  they  were, 
I  believe,  all  of  them  in  favor  of  Mr.  Clay  for  president; 
at  any  rate  they  were  opposed  to  Mr.  Crawford.  Mr. 
Ruger,  from  Oneida,  was  a  lawyer  and  a  zealous  Craw- 
ford man,  but  he  was  a  very  indifferent  debater.  Mr. 
Flagg,  who  had  been  brought  up  a  practical  printer,  and 
then  conducted  a  democratic  paper  at  Plattsburgh,  thercf- 
fore  stood  almost  alone  as  a  floor  member  on  that  side  of 
the  question;  he  however  in  the  course  of  the  session  dis- 
covered a  shrewdness,  tact  and  address  in  legislative  mar 
BGBuvering,  and  developed  talents  which  prodigiously  an- 
noyed his  opponents,  gratified  his  friends  and  commanded 
tM  respect  and  admiration  of  all  parties.  Mr.  Water- 
man, a  respectable  lawyer  from  Broome  county,  was  said 
to  be  for  Crawford;  but  he  was  a  new  member  and  not 
inclined  to  enter  warmly  into  a  contest  which  raged  with 
anch  fury.  Indeed  he  was  so  cool  that  some  suspected 
him  of  being  at  heart  an  Adams  man. 

On  the  other  side  were,  besides  many  others,  Tallmadge, 
a  man  of  great  colloquial  power;  Wbeaton,  one  of  the 
ablest  lawyers  of  his  time;  Doct.Bar8tow,an  experienced 
legislator,  and  a  man  of  consummate  shrewdness  and  saga- 
city; and  Wilkin,  a  young  man  of  splendid  talents. 

The  resolution  proposed  by  Mr.  Flagg  was  finally  adopt* 
•d,  seventy-six  to  forty-seven;  and  the  oomraittee  ap« 
pointed  in  pursuance  of  it,  consisteiL  of  Messrs.  Flaggy 
Wheaton,  Mullett,  Van  Alstyntj  BellingeryFinchy  Brown^ 
Bmoktr  and  Ells.    The  names  of  the  members  of  tha 
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eoiMiitCee  who  were  sappo]|ed  to  be  fef  CntHfohi)  Me 
HaiidHd — ^from  wUch  it  will  appear  that  six  of  tte  tttte 
belonged  to  thit  party. 

A  few  days  previous  to  the  13th  of  JaiMtiy,  lilRHe 
WW  giveti  of  a  meeting  of  the  decaooratic  iti^inbeH^  4f 
both  hoiMte  of  tbd  legistature)  for  the  purpo^  of  liM- 
aideriii^  the  prbpiiety  of  recommeniding  a  congreMtoMl 
caucus  fbr  the  Domtaation  of  president,  &c.  They  #^ 
cordiBgly  met  oh  the  thirteenth,  and  chose  Gen;  RbAt 
fb^  chairniaii)  biit  adjourned  without  adopting  any  reioM- 
ttoa.  It  is  probable  that  the  friends  of  Mr.  Crawfofd  (Sjr 
tfib  time  foand  that  if  they  attempted  any  demitte  Me]p 
they  would  be  borne  down  with  numbers. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  committee  of  nine  iras  hetd 
with  open  doorS)  and  was  attended  by  many  dtt- 
06b9  as  well  as  members  of  the  legislature.  The  fo}* 
lowifig  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  coo&mittee  ito 
copied  from  the  Albany  Daily  Advertiser,  a  paper  whMi 
eUiffied  to  be  the  oi^an  of  the  people's  party.  That  ^H- 
per  was  at  this  time  edited  by  Israel  W.  Clark,  foirtnftl^ 
bf  the  Albany  Re^ater.  It  is  presumed  to  be  substantikHj^ 
corr^'t : 

<^On  their  assembling,  the  chairman  (Mr.  Flagg)  staMl 
the  matter  referred  to  them,  and  after  some  desultory  eott>> 
▼ersation,  in  which  it  distinctly  appeared  that  those  iHM 
had  been  so  eager  in  the  house  to  raise  this  commtttee, 
had  no  definite  proposition  whatsoever  to  submit  to  it  4Dtt 
the  subject  of  giving  to  the  people  the  choice  of  (ilectMR( 
Mr.  Wheaton  stated  that  as  no  gentlemen  seemed  dispoieil 
or  prepared  to  move  in  the  business,  and  that  aa  th^ 
would  be  most  likely  to  arrive  at  a  speedy  termination  of 
their  labors  by  an  orderly  oourseof  proeeedittg,  he  Woakf 
offer  the  following  notion; 

.  ^^  Rtsoh%4^  j^%  the  sense  of  this  committee,  that  Hit 
right  of  ehooaing  the  electora  of  president  and  vice-pv^li)^ 


4ait  of  the  United  StateS)  ought  to  be  vested  in  tfae  peoph 
0f  thk  state,  by  a  law  to  be  passed  at  the  present  session 
af  the  legislature."  The  question  was  taken  on  this  ren^ 
kition,  and  carried  ia  the  affirmatiTe,  Mr.  Van  Alstyne,  (of 
Rensselaer,)  only  voting  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Wheaton  then  offered  tlie  following  resolution  : 

'^  Ruaivedy  That  sueh  election  ought  to  be  by  general 
Hdcet. 

^  Mr.  Flagg  pr^osed  as  aft  amendment,  to  add  the  fol^ 
lowing  words  s  ^  and  that  a  majority  of  all  the  voles  shall 
be  necessary  to  make  a  dioice.' 

^'Mr.  Wheaton  stated  that  he  ^uld  not  stretraonsly 
ibjeet  to  any  repopt  the  majority  of  the  committee  might 
think  fit  to  make,  in  order  that  the  bill  might  be  agairi 
brought  before  the  house.  Sat  he  would  only  remark, 
Ifaat  the  proposed  amendment,  (if  it  should  prevail  in  At 
house,)  would  prdbaUy  defeat  the  bill,  as  it  had  been  the 
•oastant  usage  of  the  state  to  choose  by  plurality.  There 
would  not  be  time  in  the  thtrty-four  days  preceding  the 
iiBt  Wednesday  of  December  to  order  a  new  election,  in 
ease  the  first  did  not  result  in  a  choice  by  a  majority  of 
all  the  votes,  so  that  the  vote  of  the  state  would  be  thus 
ciitively  lost. 

^  Mr.  Finch,  (of  Orange,)  also  made  some  pertinent  re- 
marks to  the  same  effect  and  generally  on  the  subject, 
when  Mt.  Muilett,  {<ii  dhautauque,)  moved  to  adjowm 
umtil  Wednesday  evenhig  I  ^^ 

The  motion  to  adjourn  wab  earned  by  a  majority  of 


After  several  meetings  and  much  discussion  the  com- 
mittee reported  a  bill  giving  the  power  of  choosing  elec- 
tors to  the  people,  but  requiring  that  the  persons  elected 
should  have  a  majority  of  all  the  votes.  As  the  people 
et  the  state  were  avawediy  divided  into  no  tess  than  four 
patties,  H  wjM^  mean  evident  that  no  choice  w^uld  be  madt^* 
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under  such  a  bill,  inasmuch  as  the  Umted  States  constibiH 
tion  requires  that  the  electors  should!  be  chosen  withia 
tbirty-four  days  of  the  time  when  they  are  to  give  their 
votes;  and  so  much  time  would  be  occupied  by  the  re4 
turning  and  canvassing  of  the  votes  on'  the  first  election,  it 
was  most  evident  that  a  subsequent  election  could  not  be 
ordered  to  be  held  and  the  votes  canvassed  before  the  pre- 
sidential election  would  have  been  made.  Mr.  Flagg% 
plan,  therefore,  was,  that  in  case  no  choice  should  be  made 
1^  the  people,  the  election  should  be  made  by  the  legists^ 
ture.  It  is  easy  to  perceive  that  such  a  bill  would  reallfi 
effect  nothing,  because,  eventually,  the  choice  would  be 
made,  in  almost  all  cases,  and  certainly  at  the  then  nexl 
election  by  the  legislature. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  committee  was  for  a  long  time 
debated  in  the  house,  but  a  majority  of  the  assembly 
would  not  agree  that  the  choice  should,  in  any  event,  be 
made  by  the  two  houses.  Mr.  Finch,  in  behalf  of  the 
people's  party,  offered  an  amendment,  declaring  that  th(i 
persons  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  should  be 
declared  duly  elected,  but  it  was  rejected  by  sixty-four  to 
fifty-two.  This  left  the  bill  in  a  form  which  provided  for 
the  choice  of  electors  by  the  people,  if  any  set  of  candi* 
dates  obtained  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast,  but  in  case 
DO  person  had  such  majority,  then  no  election  waseffected^ 
and  no  provision  was  made  for  a  second  election  in  anj 
form.  In  this  shape  the  bill  passed  on  the  4th  of  Febru- 
ary, by  nearly  an  unanimous  vote,  only  five  members  vo- 
ting against  it,  {see  Assembly  Joumalj  p.  298.)  The  peo* 
pie's  party  declared  themselves  dissatisfied  with  the  bill, 
but  preferred  it  to  the  existing  law.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  but  that  Mr.  Flagg  and  the  Crawford  party  in  the 
assembly  were  opposed  to  passing  any  law  on  the  subjects 
There  was,  beyond  question,  a  majority  in  the  assembly. 
.  apposed  to  Mr.  Crawford.     Why  then,  it  may  be  askedn 
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did  thiey  not  iitfopt  the  kmendmi>ttt  proposed  by  Mr.  Whi- 
titig  In  committee  of  the  whole  and  again  offered  in  the 
house  by  Mr.  Fmch  1  Some  of  the  Adams  and  Clay 
men  were  apprehensive  that  if  the  election  of  elector 
ikrere  to  be  made  by  general  ticket,  and  by  a  plurality  of 
votes,  Mr.  Clinton  would  be  brought  out  as  a  presidential 
eandidate,  and  in  that  event  they  feared  that  the  democra- 
tic party  was  so  much  divided  on  the  presidential  ques- 
tion, that  electors  favorable  to  him  would  obtain  a  plurali- 
ty of  the  votes  of  the  people. 

In  the  peculiar  situation  of  the  political  parties,  which 
composed  this  assembly,  it  was  natural  that  a  majority  of 
them  should  have  been  opposed  to  the  passage  of  an  elec- 
toral law.  Why  should  they,  at  that  particular  juncture, 
ehange  the  mode  of  appointing  electors,  which  had  been 
ifa  use  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  legislature  ever  since 
the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution  1  Those  who 
called  for  the  passage  of  an  electoral  law,  demanded  of 
the  party  in  power,  by  their  own  act,  to  give  to  the  ad- 
verse party  an  opportunity,  and  it  might  be  to  give  their 
opponents  the  means  of  defeating  the  majority  of  the 
legislature  in  the  choice  of  their  favorite  candidate  for  the 
presidency.     Wa^  such  a  request  reasonable  1 

As  a  mere  question  of  party  policy,  (and  I  speak  only 
rf  that,)  the  error  of  the  majority  in  the  legislature  con- 
disted  in  professing  to  'be  favorable  to  the  passage  of 
the  law  in  question,  when  they  in  truth  were  not.  Far  bet- 
ter would  it  have  been  for  them  to  have  avowed  openly  and 
boldly  their  opposition  to  any  change  at  that  time,  in  the 
mode  of  choosing  electors,  find  to  have  stated  frankly  their 
reasomi  for  such  opposition,  or  at  once  in  good  faith  to 
have  supported  the  change  called  for  by  the  people.  No- 
thing 18  so  fatal  to  a  representative  of  the  people,  as  a 
jealousy  among  bis  iconslttuents,  that  he  is  acting  with 
bad  faith|  or  frosa  motives  which  be  conceals.    That 
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honest  J  is  the  best  policy,  is  a  maxim  ^niTersul  in  its  ap* 
plication.  The  next  November  election^  proved  it  eap^ 
cially  applicable  to  the  case  noir  u|id^r  o^nsideration, 

Within  a  few  days  after  thq  passage  of  the  el^ctorfU 
bill  through  the  a^sembly^  Mr.  Wheiitpn  obtained  Ifiayi; 
of  absence  for  the  remainder  of  the  se^ioji^.  B«  w|i|^i4 
that  time  reporter  of  the  sapren)ie  cc^rt  of  thji^  Unit^ 
Statesi  and  his  attendance  at  Ws^shingjtQn  vaa  bi^l^Iy  ne-. 
cessary;  and  as  the  questiofi  in  wliicb  hp,  felt  the  deepest 
interest,  and  indeed  the  question  which  induced  hiiA  to  b^ 
a  candidate  for  the  legislaturei  was  Uien  disposeii  of  by 
the  body  of  which  he  Was  a  memberi  he  felt  little  reluc- 
tance at  tearing  Albany. 

At  Washington,  the  presidential  q^e(tion  continued  to 
excite  more  and  more  attentioi[i«  On^  great  ppint^  about 
which  the  members  of  coogteas  were  divided  ^  was  whether 
an  attempt  should  be  mfide  to  apniinate  a  prea^dejp^t  by  a. 
congressional  caucus^  The  frieads  of  Mr.  Crawfor^i  at 
the  head  of  whom  Mr.  V^o;  Buren  maj^  dlq.w.  ^  regard/^ 
as  standing,  were  in  favor  of  a  caucus*  Ift  order  to  ascer- 
tain the  views  of  the  members  on  that  que»tiQR|  %.  eoiHi.];^it-. 
tee  was  appointed,  or  rather  self-greated)  of  m^  mfim\w 
from  each  state,  whose  duty  it  wa^i  to  A^ert|iin  fron^  t9J^ 
individual  his  opinion  on  the  subject*  By  the  i^ithofity 
of  this  committee,  the  National  Xi^ltU^qpiper  «|l^ted|  t)iiit 
of  two  hundred  aDd  sixty-ome  menibersi  on^  hoi^dn^ 
and  eighty-one  were  oppQffed  t^  n  cii.upu%i  ^d  it  waif  adk. 
ded  that  many  othera,  would  imM  I4t(n4  a  C»9¥^4}  Iltm4d  Mi 
be  called. 

Notwithstanding  this  qp^^n^iwaUQAy  a  mit^^  waft  i*:. 
sued  on  the  6tH  of  F^bi^i^y,  sigft^  by  Mr*  Dj4^ki«|oaf. 
senator  from  New-Jeraey^  and  Mr*  ForQftfc.fi^vp^.Crei^ 
gia,  requesting  a  meeting  0^  t)>e  14tb  «if ;  ?et»u9ry,  ^. 
the  democratic  members  9(,  ««W)g;rfit|%  %  ^.U¥Wm*  ^t 
iipi»inti%  a  {^i^fptf  , 
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«i']ptilliittiib«  ti  this  cati,  thete  Stteintifed  en  Hhe  dvy 

Midto«^ 2  membenii 

muode^IsMd, 1  « 

6biih«<^tkiit, 8  w 

JfcW-YoA, 16  " 

m^vsfeiiBef, 1  « 

P^nin^lTiiite, 8  « 

Wttryland, 8  « 

Vitgittia^ 16  « 

North-Carolina,    9  " 

Boalli-OftTOliiia, S  << 

Ocorgia, 8  « 

Ohio, 1  «* 

Airfiaiia, 1  «« 

Bliitott, ,.,.  1  « 

ee 

Ml*.  Buggies,  aenator  frbiik  Ohio,  was  appointed  chair* 
■lan  of  Ihid  ineitgre  Ibseriiblage,  and  Mr.  Collins  froiii 
New-Yo^k  was  choseh  secretary.  They  then  proceeded 
tb  baftot  Tor  a  prestdenttal  candidate,  and  the  result  was, 
that  Mtr.  Crawford  had  sixty-two  votes,  Mr.  Adams  two, 
Oea.  Jackson  oAe,  and  Mr.  Nathaniel  Macon  one. 

The  result  of  this  cancns  showed  that  neither  the  friend^ 
of  M^.  Adams,  Jackioti  or  Clay,  attended,  and  it  also  de^ 
monstrated  that  at  Warfiington,  as  at  Albany,  the  friends 
of  the  last  ntiiiM  gentleman  wete  united  on  one  question, 
which  was,  opposition  to  Mr.  Crawford  at  any  rate. 

When  there  afe  a  cbnsiderable  number  of  candidates  for 
an  important  office,  it  is  dangerous  tb  be  considered  as  the  * 
strongfet,  for  nothing  is*  more  natural  than  a  combination 
of  the  weaker  against  the  stronger. 

The  issue  of  this  attempt  to  nominate  Mr.  Crawford, 
Icssoied  the  number  of  his  supporters  in  New-York,  and 
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m^obably  in  other  «tatfs  in, the  UdIqibl.    I|iitittlu«  ( 
ttration,  he  was  supposed  to  be  powerfulljr  ^oirtiuoed  «t 
Washington.     This  meeting  exhibited  his  weaknMU 

I  ought,  in  the  order  of  time,  to  have  staled  that  a  de- 
mocratic convention  of , Pennsylvania  was  held  at  B$mar 
burgh,  in  the  early  part  of  this  winter,  at  which.  Qjcneral 
Jackson  was  nominated  for  president;  and  that^^previous 
to  this,  Mf .  Calhoun^  who  had  many  friends  in  that  iitate, 
'withdrew  from  the  competition  at  the  presidential  canvass. 
He  avowed  himpelf  to  be  favorable  to  the  election.  f>£Oen. 
Jackson. 

When  the  bill  changing  the  mode  of  choosiiig  prefiden* 
tial  electors  was  announced  in  the  New- York  senate,  it 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  of  which  Mr.  Dudley 
was  chairman.  After  it  had  been  some  days  in  possession 
•f  the  committee,  Mr.  Ogdcn  o&Sered  a  resolution  r^uir- 
iBg  the  committee  to  report.  This  resolution  called  out  a 
discussion  of  some  warmth,  and  exhibited  the  feelings  of 
ll^  members  on  the  great  question  which  had  produced  so 
much  excitement  in  the  assembly.  Ogden,  Burt,  Bcirraw% 
and  Cramer,  supported  the  resolution,  and.  Suydam,Wh^^ 
ler,  Wright,  and  others,  opposed  it*  The  senators  cfaosei^ 
in  1822,  were  elected  without  reference  to  this  .question^ 
and  of  course  they  felt  at  liberty  to  af<t  on  it  according  t# 
l|ie  dictates  of  their  own  judgmental  but  it  was  npt  so 
with  most  of  the  members,  of  the  .assembly,  nor  with  ^osa^ 
«f  the  senators  who  were  chosen  in  Kovemb^,  18${3«  1% 
t}^  senate  there  was  a  prepo^d^rapce  of  tnl^t  ^gainat  th^i 
bill. 

Mr.  (^den's  re^olHtion  n^  finally  postponed  inde^nitely^ 
tgr  a  vote  of  twenty-one  to  nine. 

Shortly  afterwards  the  select  Committee  made  a  long 
and  well  written  report,  but  concluded  in  the  following 
lords : 


r^VIbeneokMfaittoe  ire  dmrefbre  of  opioicm^  for  tbe  tea- 
oniwtiferth  in  thirneport,  that  it  would  not  be  expe^ 
tei  t0  pas  iht  bUl  from  the  assmnUy,  or  any  other  bill 
dttngiog  the  present  mode  of  appointing  electors  of  presi- 
deit  and  viofr-president  of  the  United  States;  ofy  at  leail 
tmtil  die  efforts  which  are  now  seriously  making  in  con- 
ffsss  to  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  appointment,  by  an 
amendment  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States^  by 
^teh  the  people  can  elect  by  districts^  bay^  either  terai- 
maM  IB  the  adoption  or  rejection  6f  such  amendment  hj 
Untbody." 

Thirreport  was  considered,  by  the  senate,  on  the  tenth 
of  March. 

'  Mr.  Cramer  moved  to  strike  out  the  concluding  part«f 
«he  report  abore  quoted,  and  to  insert  m  lieu  thereof  tke 
words  following : 

'  ^Reiohtdj  That  it  is  expedient  to  pass  a  law,  ai  Ms 
frmetii  susian  of  the  tegidaimre^  giving  to  the  people  of 
tbSff  state  the  choice  of  electore  of  president  and  Tice*pi«* 
sklent  by  general  ticket" 

'In  discussing  this  proposition  Tarious  projects  weN 
suggested,  among  which,  several  senators  urged  the  pre** 
ytiety  of  dioosing  the  electors  by  single  districts. 
.'  Mr.  Cramer  delivered  a  very  able  argument  in  favor  of 
IdIi  amendment,  and  much  discussion  ensued.  It  was  pro**  * 
yosed  to  amend  the  resolution  by  adding  the  words,  ^^  and 
by  a  plurality  of  votes,"  which  was  rejected  by  a  vote  of 
aerenteen  to  fourteen,  Mr.  Wright  voting  against  this 
amendment.  When  the  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Cra* 
mer's  original  resolution,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative,  ayea 
stzteen,  noes  fifteen.  Mr.  Wi^ight  voting  in  the  affirma- 
live.  Mr.  Wright's  plan  is  embraced  in  the  following 
amendment  to  the  conclusion  of  the  report  of  the  seleot 
temmittee,  proposed  by  him  b  the  course  of  the  proceed- 
inga  of  the  senate  on  that  subject: 


PQLmoukjb  vMmT  {IQBC 


^ Strika oHlidl  ttfter  the  woid < JksMttibly,'  in  the  te- 
mmi  line  of  ihe  bet  clause  of  the  fiitnted  report,  «id  » 
jert  the  Sonoming: — ^B«K  they  reoommcnd  the  paasage^tf 
e  kw,  proTiding  for  a  choice  by  the  people,  by  geneml 
iliekety  of  a  Bumber  of  eleeton  of  presidcftt  and  Tiee^ 
fdreaident  of  the  Uniled  Stelea,  equal  to  the  nusiber  ef 
irepresentatiyes  in  the  eongreas  of  the  United  States  ta 
ai^faieh  this  ataie  shall  be  entitled  at  the  lime  any  election 
of  eleotora  shall  be  held,  locating  the  eleetofs  so  to  he 
«hoaen  in  tiie  several  congressional  ^tricts,  in  sneh  n 
manner,  that  each  congressional  district  shall  have  reeidii^g 
<lrilhin  il,  a  number  of  the  said  electors  equal  to  the  num- 
ber of  members  of  congress  to  which  such  district  shall  ho 
laalided  at  the  time  of  the  election;  requiring  a  majority 
«f  aU  the  votes  given  in  the  state,  for  such  electors,  to 
constitute  a  choice;  and  directing  a  meeting  of  the  leg^ 
iMu]^  at  audi  time  bb  shall  be  requisite,  in  any  year  when 
Meotors  of  president  and  vice-president  are  to  be  choseni 
to  appoint  two  electors,  in  the  manner  now  prescribed  hf 
law,  corresponding  to  the  two  senators  from  this  state  in 
Iho  congress  of  the  United  States,  and  to  fill  any  vaeaneiea 
that  may  exist  in  any  of  the  congressional  districts,  froM 
a  failure  to  elect  by  a  majority  of  votes,  as  aforesaid;  and 
ikurther  recommend  a  repeal  of  the  present  eiusting  kw, 
*  providing  for  the  appointment  of  the  said  electors,  so  ht 
as  the  same  may  be  inconsistent  with  a  law  containing  thn 
iforesaid  provisions." 

This  project  found  little  favcur  in  the  senate,  only  three 
senators,  Bronoon,  Mallory,  and  Stranahan,  voting  witt 
Mr.  Wright. 

Mr.  Wright  made  a  very  ingenious  speech  on  the  ooe»» 
sion.  He  was  then  quite  young,  I  believe  the  youngesi 
member  in  the  senate  and  little  known;  but  he  soon  dor 
veloped  those  reasoning  powers  and  that  wonderful 
acuteness  of  mind  for  which  he  has  since  been  so  jusllf 
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(Belebrated.  It  is  however  to  be  regretted  that  on  this 
question  he  should  have  manifested  so  moch  disingenuous- 
ness.  Be  had  declared  in  his  speech,  and  by  his  recorded 
rote  on  Mr.  Cramer's  amendment,  that  he  was  in  favor  of 
conferring  the  power  of  choosing  electors  on  the  people 
by  general  ticket,  and  yet  he  gravely  proposed  the  pre- 
posterous and  ridiculous  scheme  contained  in  the  section 
tt  his  amendment  that  I  have  quoted.  It  was  utterly  un- 
trorthy  of  a  senator  of  the  state  of  New-York,  and  espe- 
cially of  Silas  Wright,  Junior.  The  fact  was,  Mr. 
Wright,  previous  to  his  election,  had  given  the  people  of 
die  fourth  district  to  understand  that  he  would,  if  elected, 
support  a  bill  giving  to  the  people  the  right  to  choose 
presidential  electors.  All  this  manoeuvring  was  for  the 
purpose  of  exhibiting  an  appearance  of  redeeming  that 
pledge.  We  shall  shortly  find  him  voting  for  an  indefi- 
nite postponement  of  the  bill;  for  on  the  tenth  day  of 
March,  Mr.  E.  P.  Livingston,  after  a  speech  affirming  that 
tbe  people  had  not  called  for  an  electoral  law,  that  the 
clamor  in  favor  of  such  a  law,  emanated  chiefly  from  bar- 
room and  noisy  politicians,  moved  a  postponement  of  the 
bill  until  the  first  Monday  in  November.  The  motion 
was  seconded  by  Mr.  Suydam.  It  succeeded  in  the 
following  manner — ^yeSy  Messrs.  Bowman,  Bowne,  Bron* 
son,  Dudley,  Earll,  Greenley,  Eeyes,  Lefierts,  Living- 
ston, Mallory,  McCall,  Redfield,  Stranahan,  Suydam, 
Ward,  Wooster,  Wright — seventeen.  JVoe«,  Messrs.  Bur- 
rows, Burt,  Clark,  Cramer,  Gardiner,  Green,  Haight, 
Lynde,  Mclntyre,  Morgan,  Nelson,  Ogden,  Thorn,  Wheel- 
er^-fourteen." 

It  Was  undoubtedly  with  great  reluctance  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  senate  could  be  induced  to  vote  for  a  virtual 
rejection  of  this  bill,  as  they  could  not  but  be  aware  that 
tiie  popular  feeling  was  in  favor  of  it.  This  is  evident 
fr<m&'the  &ct,  that  but  a  bare  majority  could  be  induced  to 


154  POLITICAI.   HltTOBT  [JiKM- 

record  theijr  names  against  the  measure.  Mr.  Van  Bqm|| 
and  those  acting  with  him,  had  not  a  man  to  spare.  Great 
popular  odium  was  attempted  to  h^  cast  upon  those  wfap 
supported  Mr.  Livingston's  motion.  Their  names,  in 
manj  of  the  opposition  newspapers,  were  exhibited  .o^ar 
spicuously  in  black  letter  type,  and  posted  up  in  bar-rooipip 
and  other  public  places. 

In  the  mean  time  'great  efforts  were  making,  and  had 
been  made  to  render  Gov.  Yates  unpopular.  He  had  be^p 
advised  and  urged  by  some  of  his  best  friends,  among 
whom  was  the  secretary  of  state,  Mr.  John  Van  N^ 
Yates,  to  recommend  the  passage  of  an  electoral  law,  ox^ 
any  rate,  not  to  commit  himself  in  his  message  against  tbi^ 
measure.  He  refused  to  listen  to  their  suggestions,  and 
it  was  reported  that  he  was  finally  prevailed  on  by  Judge 
Skinner  to  shape  his  message  in  the  form  in  which  it  wi^ 
ultimately  communicated  to  the  legislature.  I  have  good 
reasons  for  believing  that  some  persons,  who,  I  know  ni^t^ 
had  intimated  to  him  that  the  friends  of  Mr.  Crawfoi^ 
would  support  him,  (Gov.  Yates,)  for  vice-president. 
From  the  moment  the  message  was  published,  be  had  been 
attacked  with  the  utmost  severity  and  t^itterness,  in  th/r 
legislature  and  by  that  part  of  the  press  which  was  op* 
posed  to  Mr.  Crawford.  In  the  vast  number  of  appoint- 
ments which  it  had  been  his  duty  to  make,  he  had,  of  ne- 
cessity, disappointed  a  great  many  expectants.  Many  of 
these  mortified  aspirants  seized  the  occasion  of  manifesting 
their  resentment,  by  joining  in  the  personal  abuse  of  the 
governor.  The  Clintonian  papers  were  extremely  severe 
in  their  denunciations  of  him.  Not  satisfied  with  animad* 
verting  on  his  political  principles  and  conduct,  they  aa- 
sailed  him  with  personal  ridicule,  and  with  a  perseverance 
and  severity  never  before  equalled.  The  simplicity  of  the 
character  of  Governor  Yates,  which  ought  to  have  shielded 
him  from  these  attacks,  and  would  have  done  so,  from  a 
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■lagiianimoiit  opponent^  seemed  catker  to  epcouxage  luid 
multiply  them.  A  very  sarcastic  writer,  over  the  sigua- 
tiare  of  BuSa]0|  in  the  Albany  Daily  Advertiser,  used  near* 
Ij  every  morning  to  serve  up  to  the  citizens  of  Albany,  and 
members  of  the  legislature,  one  or  two  paragraphs  attack- 
ing the  governor  with  the  most  biting  satire.  Thus  the 
town  was,  every  morning,  thrown  almost  into  convulsions 
of  laughter,  at  the  expense  of  the  governor. 

Governor  Clinton  was  said  to  have  been  the  svuthor  of 
the  pieces  signed  Buffalo.  I  have  no  evidence  that  such 
was  the  fact,  but  it  is  strange  if  any  other  person  was  the 
author,  why  even  his  vanity  had  not  induced  him  to 
have  claimed  the  paternity  of  these  humorous  preduo- 
tions.*    [SeeJfoieH.\ 

All  these  attacks  were  aided  by  an  under  current,  which 
prevailed  among  the  governor's  professed  political  friends. 
John  Cramer  is  a  man  of  talentp,  and  one  of  the  most 
cunning  men  in  the  state  of  New- York.  He  was  disap- 
pointed and  chagrined  because  his  friend  CoL  Young 
was  not  nominated  for  governor  in  1822,,  There  cannot 
be  a  doubt,  that  from  the  moment  the  government  was  or* 
ganized  under  Mr.  Yates,  he  was  determined  to  leave  no 
stone  unturned  to  oust  Gov.  Yates,  and  bring  in  C.ol< 
Young.  Some  were  so  uncharitable  as  to  charge  Mr. 
Cramer's  support  of  the  electoral  law  to  the  accidental  cir- 
cumstance that  the  governor  in  his  message  had  taken  the 
other  side  of  the  question.  Mr.  Young  too,  claimed  tq 
be  in  favor  of  an  electoral  law,  and  such  an  electoral  law 
as  was  called  for  by  the  people.  The  people's  party  at 
first  looked  to  Mr.  Young  as  their  candidate  for  governor, 
and  had  he  consented  to  be  their  candidate,  he  would  no 
doubt  have  been  triumphantly  elected.    Mr  Cramer,  how- 

*  Since  the  above  wmi  wriuen,  I  haf«  been  atsared  bf  a  gentleman  of  Teracityi 
tkat  Oovernor  Clinton  was  tbe  author  oTBuIIbIo.  The  manuicript  aert  to  tbf 
friaier,  irat  la  the  haa4writin|  of  hUaon,  Charlet  A.  Clinton,  Eaqalre. 
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4¥^yflM>«gfktte  could  idb  belf^f  1»yph>cuHttg'!bt  UftfKendf 
<  fegmliitive  caacas  noobination;  and  with  tliat  view  ht 
Ht^ieA  hi8{>olHical  operatlonftf  daring  tbe  winter  of  1824> 

71ie  ejection  of  th«  electofal  law  became  every  day 
HiOfe  and  more  nnpoptilat^  ^M  <}oY.  Yatea  was  charged 
#ilh  !ieing  at  the  fbundatiob  of  that  ikiea^ure.  The  friends 
of  Mr.  ¥otilig,  th^nrefbr^,  afflrtned,  ahd  ho  doubt  with 
truth,  that  if  YaleK  was  te-nominated  he  Would  assuredly 
be  beaten.  Of  course  fhey  inferred  tt  vrould,  on  the  part 
of  the  democratic  party  be  ah  act  of  pofittcal  suicide  to 
r^Aomlnate  him.  It  is  highly  probable  that  this  last  con- 
ifideration  was  the  controlling  cause  of  the  nomination  of 
Mr.  Young  at  the  legislative  caucus,  held  on  the  3d  of 
April. 

At  this  mei^ting,  there  was  considerable  discussion,  and 
retj  free  comparisons  were  made  between  the  two  candi- 
dates,  Oov.  Yates  and  Col.  Young,  unfavorable  to  the 
former.  Mr.  Wright  and  Mr.  Flagg  were  for  again  nomi- 
nating Mr.  Yates.  They  insisted  that  if  he  had  erred,  in 
the  course  he  had  taken  in  relation  to  the  electoral  law, 
it  was  an  error  committed  in  accordance  with  the  policy 
of  the  party  to  which  he  belonged  and  in  pursuance  of  their 
advice  and  request.  If  he  was  to  be  sacrificed  for  that, 
Mr.  Flagg  declared  his  readiness  to  suffer  with  him. 
Whether  Gov.  Yates  had  done  right  or  Wrong,  I  consider 
such  sentiments  and  the  avoWal  of  them  on  this  occasion 
as  creditable  to  the  feelings  of  Mr.  Flagg. 

Mr.  Young  however  was  nominated  by  a  majority  of,  I 
believe,  from  fifteen  to  twenty.f    This  was  the  last  legis- 

•See  BOU  A.  at  tbe  end  of  dM  Tojama. 

f  I  have  before  me  erideDoe  of  the  fact  that  Uie  people's  party,  in  thfi  winter  at  ■ 
lfljM»  hndl  deierminetf  to  »uppor«  Cot.  Yeang  at  tMt  ealHiidate  for  gov«raor.  Sef^ 
oral  caacutees  were  beld  by  the  member*  of  the  legiftlature  beloDgiaf  to  that 
party.  In  thews  cavcastesi  John  Crameri  Henrf  Wheaton,  and  JoMph  D.  MooeU 
at  Colnmbla  eoiintf »  were  the  most  aciive.  It  was  finally  agreed  that  a  state  con- 
imtion  should  be  called,  for  the  purpose  of  nominating  a  governor.  The  prraoB 
who  should  draw  the  address,  to  be  signed  by  the  members  of  the  legislature  mak^ 
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litire  caucus  which  has  be^n  held|  and  whipby  ^9  I  con: 
jecture,  ever  will  be  held^for  the  nominatiQn  of  a  goyer- 
iior.  Qov.  Yates  felt  this  abandonment  by  his  politic^ 
fneuds  with  a  sensibility  the  most  painful.  Contrary  tp 
the  moderation  and  mildness  of  his  nature,  he  had  yield* 
ed  many  things  and  done  many  acts  to  gratify  the  pro- 
t>en8ities  of  the  party  with  whom  he  acted,  and  he  could 
not  but  regret  this  ^demonstration  of  the  feelings  of  thi? 
party  towards  himself,  as  an  instance  of  cold,  calculating 
policyi  and  of  extreme  ingratitude.  But  what  political 
party  has  ever  beep  governed  by  considerations  of  grati- 
tude for  services  rendered  th^m  as  a  party  1 

Although  Mr.  Young  was  understood  to  have  been  in 
favor  of  the  electoral  law^  and  although  his  friend,  Mr, 
Cramer,  had  distinguished  himself  in  the  senate  in  support 
of  it,  the  people^s  party  in  the  legislature  were  unwilling 
to  support  him.  It  is  probable  they  believed  that  if  electeq 
gOYemor,  he  would  pursue  the  course  and  accord  with  tha 
policy  which  should  be  marked  out  for  him  by  the  Albai\|; 
Regency.  That  Regency,  by  the  bye,  at  this  time,  coxi*: 
sisted  principally  of  Benjamin  Enower,  Treasurer;  Samuel 
A.  Talcott;  Wm.  L.  Marcy,  Comptroller;  Rog^  Skim^eCi 
United  States  District  Judge;  Edwin  CroswelJi|,  St^tCi 
Printer,  and  Benjamin  F.  Butler. 

The  people's  party  thereupon  held  a  legislative  cauws, 
of  which  Isaac  Ogden  was  chairmap  and  David  Gard^ejc 

Hf  tite  Mll»  wms  anpol^tfd;  atoi'it  ivM  xt^  iiMM^tood  ttmt  lllr  Tbant  wsk  tlf 
l«  pot  ia  nominaUoa  for  fMef^pv.  Ttef  nlio  astfe4  to  e»t«blifh  s  mwtnpm  la 
Albany,  in  oppotilloa  to  the  regency;  and  AUen  Jordan^  now  mayor  of  t\m  city  of 
UwhoUf  was  to  tmm  beoa  thb  editor.  In  caee  tbe  party  vbotAd  be  e ntceMfiH  fair 
was  lo  be  made  tt«i:e  printer.  So  ardent  vnro  tb»  mein^ra  of  tbia  apeociit^PiC- 
that  tome  part  of  the  printing  apparatus  for  the  new  paper  was  actually  purchaa- 
ed,  when  tbn  nomlaetloB  of  Coi  Totng«  |yy  lie  tnimtf  ^rtty,  di»ei>ooerted  tholr 
Khemea  and,  for  a  time,  peinlised  their  ex^rtlpniB. 

Iffr.  CrameTi  with  a  Yiew,  I  imagine,  of  preventing  eomplamt  and  public  claraori 
riMflNbar^  fh«  purvhnttrof  the  vmtiamJI^taitttiuiim^  a  emMMdftfrte^lte^oMil^ 
pnrchasa  money  whioh  he  had  adyiv>Qe4. 
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gecretary,  on  the  7th  of  April.  I  am  unable  to  state  their 
number,  but  it  could  not  have  been  large.  They  issued 
an  address,  in  which  they  complained  of  the  conduct  of  the 
majority  in  refusing  to  restore  to  the  people  the  right  of 
choosing  presidential  electors;  they  protested  against  the 
designation  of  a  candidate  for  governor  by  the  members 
bf  the  legislature,  as  an  unauthorized  assumption  of  pow- 
er, and  they  recommended  that  a  convention  of  delegates 
should  be  chosen  by  the  friends  of  an  electoral  law,  who 
should  meet  at  Utica,  on  the  21st  of  September,  for  th^ 
purpose  of  nominating  a  governor  and  lieut.  governor. 

On  the  1st  of  April,  Mr.  Wheaton,  although  he  had  ob- 
tained leave  of  absence  during  the  remainder  of  the  ses- 
sion, arrived  at  Albany  from  Washington,  and  resumed  his 
seat  in  the  assembly.  It  is  not  improbable  that  the  op- 
ponents of  Mr.  Crawford,  at  Washington,  had  advised  to 
the  measure  which  was  adopted  at  the  meeting  of  which 
Mr.  Ogden  was  chairman,  and  that  the  timely  arrival  and 
influence  of  Mr.  Wheaton,  may  have  had  some  effect  in 
getting  up  that  meeting. 

On  the  9th  of  April  a  meeting  was  lield  in  New-Tork, 
of  which  Morgan  Lewis  was  chairman,  and  C.  D.  Colden 
secretary;  at  which  Gen.  Jackson  was  nominated  for  pre- 
sident. 

During  all  these  violent  contests,  which  occurred  in  the 
winter  of  1824,  Mr.  Clinton,  so  far  as  his  personal  in* 
fluence  was  concerned,  remained  perfectly  quiet,  and  very 
few  if  any  of  his  friends  intimated  the  least  inclination  to 
bring  him  before  the  public  for  any  office  whatever;  in^ 
deed  I  am  quite  sure  that  nine-tenths  of  them  were  oppos- 
ed to  his  being  a  candidate  for  any  public  employment;-^* 
Not  from  any  want  of  confidence  in  his  capacity^  or  re- 
spect for  his  merits, but  because  they  believed  that  heconld 
not  be  sustained  by  a  majority  of  the  people,  and  because 
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Mjr  Wer6  uftwillnig  to  embarrass  the  action  and  impede 
tBk  'sticcess  of  the  people's  party,  a  party  which  a  vast 
majority  of  them  were  inclined  to  sustain,  by  affording  the 
advene  party  an  opportunity  of  availing  themselves  of 
tli^  prejudices  entertained  by  many  friends  of  the  electoral 
lafw,  against  Mr.  Clinton. 

'The  Crawford  party  charged  on  the  people's  party  a 
disposition  to  coalesce  with  the  Clintonians;  and,  with  a 
view  of  identifying  the  "peop/ewA"  party  with  the  Clin- 
t<mians,  and  when '  that  should  be  done,  of  recovering,  in 
consequence,  many  fugitives  and  deserters  from  their  own 
rinks,  or  of  creating  an  irreparable  breach  between  the 
OKntonian  and  people's  party,  they  adopted  a  singular  but 
Amng  and  bold  project. 

'  We  have  seen  with  what  zeal  Mr.  Clinton  had,  for 
many  years,  devoted  himself  to  the  promotion  of  the  canal 
policy;  that  he  had  been  appointed,  not  by  a  party,  but 
by  the  friends  of  internal  improvements,  one  of  the  first 
canal  commissioners;  that  he  had  supported  the  great  mea- 
sate  of  constructing  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canals,  at  the 
hazard  of  the  utter  prostration  of  his  political  prospects, 
and  that  his  services  in  aid  of  that  great  work  had  been 
rendered  gratuitously.  No  mal-conduct  was  charged  or 
iffisinuated  against  him,  as  canal  commissioner.  He  waa^ 
then  president  of  the  board,  a  majority  of  whom  were  his 
political  opponents.  On  the  last  day  of  the  session,  but 
a  few  hours,  perhaps  I  may  say  minutes,  before  the  time 
fcied  for  the  adjournment  of  both  houses,  Mr.  Bowman,  a 
senator  from  Monroe  county,  submitted  a  resolution  for 
die  removal  of  De  Witt  Clinton  from  the  oiSce  of  canal 
commissioner.  The  resolution  was  acted  upon  without  a 
moment's  delay,  and  all  the  senators  save  three  voted  in 
the  affirmative.  Mr.  Cramer,  much  to  his  credit,  was  one 
df  them.  The  other  two,  were  Morgan  from  the  west, 
and  Mclntyre  from  Montgomery  county. 
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-  The  resolution  was  forthwith  sent  to  the  assemb^g 
where  it  was  instantly  passed  by  a  majority  of  sixty-four 
to  thirty-four. 

After  the  resolution  was  read  in  the  assembly,  and  bo* 
fore  the  vote  on  it  was  taken,  Mr.  Cunningham  of  Mont* 
gery,  who,  altogether  taken  by  surprise,  with  difficult] 
obtained  the  floor  for  the  space  of  a  few  minutes,  and 
poured  forth  the  following  torrent  of  eloquent  de^iiocift* 
lion  against  the  authors  of  this  deed. 

^^  I  rise,"  said   Mr.   Cunningham,  ^^  with  no  ordinary 
feeling  of  surprise  and  astonishment  at  the  resolution  just 
read,  as  coming  from  the  senate.    Sir,  it  is  calculated  to-, 
rouse  the  feelbgs  of  every  honest  man  on  this  floor.    It^. 
very  approach  was  marked  with   black  ingratitude  anifc 
base  design.    I  do  not  wish  to  speak  disrespectfully  ^  a 
co-ordinate  branch  of  the  legislature,  nor  to  impute  their 
acts  to  improper  motives,  but  I  hope  I  may  be  permitted 
to  inquire,  for  what  good  and  honorable  purpose  has  thiji 
resolution  been  sent  here  for  concurrence  at  the  very  last 
moment  of  our  session}    Is  it  to  create  discord  among  uS: 
and  destroy  that  harmony  and  good  feeling  which  ought  to 
prevail  at  our  separation?     We  have  spent  rising  of  three 
months  in  legislation,  and  not  one  word  has  been  said,  in- 
tin(iating  a  desire  or  intention  to  expel  that  honorable  gen* 
tleman  from  the  board  of  canal  commissioners.     Sir,  he 
was  called  to  that  place  by  the  united  voice  and  common 
consent  of  the  people  of  this  state,  on  account  of  his  pe-* 
puliar  and  transcendent  fitness  to  preside  at  that  board,  aaA 
by  his  council  stimulate  and  forward  the  great  undertaking 
His  labor  for  years  has  been  ardent  and  unceasing  for  the. 
public  good;  he   endured  slander  and   persecution   from 
every  direction  like  a  Christian  martyr;  but  steadfast  iahis 
purpose,  he   pursued   his   course   with  a  firm  and  steady 
slep^  until  all  was  crowned  with  success,  and  the  most  ar^ 
dent  of  his  opposers  sat  in  sullen  silence. 


^  Far  wjb^t,  14  flie  iMiky^id  Mr.  CUdUhi  feiiflor^  all  t|)i9f 
W«|»  it  for  the  8^ke  of  a  salary  1  No  sir^  it  w^s  fpr  0w 
|K>i|Or  aiul  welfare  of  his  atate;  it  was  from  pobU  ip^ 
putl^iptjic  foptives  and  for  which  l^e  a8)c(ed  nothing)  par  ^ 
)ie  lexp^  apything  but  tbe  gratitude  of  Us  fellow-fsilfr 

*^  IKkmt  fii;*,  I  put  the  quesltion  to  this  honorable  ho^isp  If 
decide  upon  the  oath  which  they  haye  taken,  and  f^|^ 
tbeir  af»ise  of  propri9ty  and  honor,  whether  they  are 
Muly  .1^  ifaeir  votes  jbo  fC^oniait  tbe  sin  .of  ingrati^de* 

*^  I  iM^pe  tbere  j^  yet  a  redeeming  spirit  in  t^is  houye-r 
^t  we  ,wilj  not  be  guilty  of  so  great  an  Qi^trage.  If  fftf 
poaci^r  ia  tbjs  resolution,  we  shall  take  upon  our^vffi  ji(j|^ 
awful  responaibility,  one  for  which  our  constituenta  "^jjjl 
call  us  to  a  strict  account.  What,  let  me  ask,  /ibaM  ^ 
aaswcr  in  excuse  for  ourseWes,  when  we  return  to  an  in- 
quisitive and  watchful  peoplel  What  can  wechargis^ 
Mr.  Clinton  1  what  can  we  say  he  has  been  guilty  of,  tj^ 
be  should  be  singled  out  as  an  object  of  state  veageancel 
Will  fiiome  friend  of  this  resolution  be  kind  enough  to  iijir 
iformpel  Sir,  I  challenge  an  inquiry,  I  deniand  jTrqfip 
Uie  8uppoKc;i;s  :0f  this  high  handed  measure,  that  they  Ifiy 
iUbeir  bancison  their  hearts  and  answer  me  tr\ily  for  iv^ 
cauae.is  this  man  to  be  removed. 

^^Idar^  asseft  in  .my  place  that  bis  doings  as  a.<»nal 
t^KMnmifisioner  aie  .unimpeached,  and  unimpeachable,  aiMl 
juchps  have  e^en  elicited  the  plaudits  ;and  admiration  of 
his  |>olitif:al  eniepiie?.  This  sir,  is  the  officis^l  character  ,^ 
ihp  man  whom  ^we  now  i|eek  to  destroy.  I  hope  that  thip 
thquse  will  pardon  me  wh^  I  freely  declare  my  opini^ 
^t  this  resolution  was  engendered  in  the  mqpt  unhaIlo;«r- 
,ad. feelings  of  malice,  to  effect  some  nefarious  secret  pnr- 
ppae  at  tb/e  e^pfnse  of  the  honor  and  integrity  of  this  Je- 
jialatnxej  however  hard  it  may  seem,  it  is  the  irresistil^le 
impulse  of  my  mind.    ,Some  may  9fill  me  ^  fed^lbtqr 

E 
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ClintoniaD)  and  hence  my  zeal  manifested  on  this  occasion j 
not  so  sir,  no  party  name  or  feeling  shall  be  suffered  to 
influence  piy  conduct  or  my  vote  when  considerations  of 
justice,  of  gratitude,  and  of  principle  make  their  demands 
upon  me.  However  much  I  esteem  Mr.  Clinton  as  a 
profound  statesman  and  scholar,  I  am  not  embarked  in  his 
political  fortunes,  but  free  and  untrammelled  without  feati 
&yor,  or  affection. 

^^I  am  well  aware  that  some  honorable  gentlemen  may 
think,  if  they  vote  against  this  resolution,  they  will  be  sus- 
pected in  their  politics;  such  considerations  ought  not  to 
influence  us  on  this  subject.  Mr.  Clinton  is  not  in  the 
political  market,  he  reposes  in  the  shades  of  honorable 
retirement — he  asks  for  no  office  and  possesses  none  but 
the  one  of  which  he  is  about  to  be  stripped. 

^^The  senate,  it  appears,  have  been  actuated  by  aom« 
cruel  and  malignant  passion  unaccounted  for,  and  have 
made  a  rush  upon  this  house  and  taken  us  on  surprise. 
The  resolution  may  pass,  but  if  it  does,  my  word  for  it, 
we  are  disgraced  in  the  judgment  and  good  sense  of  an  in- 
jured but  intelligent  community.  Whatever  the  fate  of 
this  resolution  may  be,  let  it  be  remembered  that  Mr. 
Clinton  has  acquired  a  reputation  not  to  be  destroyed  by 
the  pitiful  malice  of  a  few  leading  partizans  of  the  day. 

'^  When  the  contemptible  party  strifes  of  the  present  day 
•hall  have  passed  by,  and  the  political  bargainers  and 
jugglers,  who  now  hang  round  this  capitol  for  subsistence^ 
shall  be  overwhelmed  and  forgotten  in  their  own  insignifi- 
cance— ^when  the  gentle  breeze  shall  pass  over  the  tomb 
of  that  great  man,  carrying  with  it  the  just  tribute  of  honor 
and  praise  which  is  now  withheld — the  pen  of  the  future 
historian,  in  better  days  and  in  better  times,  will  do  him 
justice,  and  erect  to  his  memory  a  proud  monument  of 
fame  as  imperishable  as  the  splendid  works  which  owe 
their  origin  to  bis  genius  and  perseverance. 
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^  Sir,  I  hare  dcme— ^nd  I  haye  only  to  beseech  erery 
honorable  gentleman  on  this  floor,  to  weigh  and  consider 
.weilthe  consequences  of  the  vote  he  is  about  to  give  on 
ibis  important  question.  It  is  probably  the  last  that  will 
be  given  this  session,  and  I  pray  Ood  it  may  be  such  as  ^ 
will  not  disgrace  us  in  the  eyes  of  our  constituents." 

It  is  proper  to  add,  that  Mr.  Cunningham  was  not  an 
educated  man,  but  was  a  man  of  genius,  warm  heatted  and 
naturally  eloquent. 

In  the  assembly,  as  well  as  in  the  senate,  nearly  all  the 
members  belonging  to  the  people's  party,  who  were  sup- 
porters of  Mr.  Adams,  voted  for  the  resolution,  while 
some  of  the  Crawford  men  voted  against  it. 

Wheaton  and  Tallmadge  voted  for  the  removal.  They 
also  were  taken  and  intended  to  be  taken  by  sui  prise. — 
But  it  was  the  most  unfoi'tunate  vote  ever  given  by  Gen. 
TsUmadge;  for  had  it  not  been  for  that  vote,  h«  would 
undoubtedly  have  beien  the  next  governor  of  the  state  of 
New- York,  with  the  consent  and  support  of  the  whole 
Clintonian  party. 

The  legislature  then  adjourned  to  the  first  Monday  in 
November. 

The  removal  of  De  Witt  Clinton  could  not  have  been 
devised  or  advised  by  Van  Buren.  The  news  of  this  out- 
rage operated  Kke  an  electric  shock  on  the  whole  com- 
munity. Upon  a  short  notice,  the  citizens  of  Albany 
rushed  <o  the  capitol  in  great  numbers  and  appointed  the 
venerable  John  Tayler  chairman,  and  an  aged  revolution- 
ary veteran,  Oen.  John  H.  Wendell,  secretary.  The 
meeting  was  addresstid  with  impassioned  and  unsurpassed 
'eloquence  by  Col.  James  McKown,  whom  I  have  had 
occasion  heretofore  to  mention,  as  in  the  years  1819  and 
^20  a  distinguished  member  of  assembly  from  the  city  of 
Albany.  At  the  conclusion  of  his  speech,  ^'  Mr.  McKown 
read  the  foliowiiig  resolutions,'  whicfa  were  separately  put 
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lo  ike  awoiiag  by  the  clmiraiafti  uid  adopted  aaudat  Ike 
ftnmgevt  ctq^fMHont  of  wtefMHl  applause .; 

^  RtBohtdj  That  tht  kfterMofal  of  Ds  Wm  Cx»«re% 
IllMifeisedly  witliQMl  My  preltoce.  of  ws^Mr'ttoH  t^m 
Ih^  office  of  qantl  cosiimpiodeti  4he  d^H^  <^  wkick  Ji# 
.  bad  for  fouri^ea  years  diaokarged  wUk  diariagatsbad  Kaal 
#Bd  ability,  aad  wilhoat  ai^  paeiiQia«)r  fward^  ^^a  Heal 
dagraqC  and  wanton  Tiolatiaa  of  fmblic  trastf  iajaiioua 
la  the  interest  of  the  state,  and  an  act  of  ingcatitada  aad 
itjuatice  revoltiag  to  tbe  aioral  sanae  of  ev»rjr  honorable 
fluip,  and  unparallelad  in  tbe  political  kiatory  of  Ibia 
<ioiiatry«  . 

^^  RtftAved^  That  we  hare  aoi^^  in  vain  for  any  pallia- 
ling  cirtfrnstaaces^  to  mitigale  thia  moat  glaring  oiilaag«» 
and  that  we  can  only  regard  it  aa  the  pffiipring  of  thatawr 
Mgaaatand  insatiable  spirit  of  politkai  proacrtptiooi  wkkb 
faaa  alifady  so  deeply  stained  tba  annala  of  our  skate. 

^^  BMsohtd^  That  the  perpetrators  of  this  act  of  violence 
and  ingpatitudt,  are  utterly  unworthy,  of  public  confidenoa 
and  justly  deserve  the  reprobation  of  an  isLjurad  and  iiH 
anlted  community. 

^  Risolvedf  That  for  the  boldness  with  which  lie.plapi- 
aed|  the  patriotic  devotion  with  which  be  undertook  and 
the  kigh  aiad  commanding  talents  and  unremitted  ardoajr 
with  which  he  has  sacGeasfuUy  prosecuted^  a  acbeme  of 
laLterpal  improvement  siirpasaiag  in  magnitude  all  tbat  bad 
aver  been  conceived  on  ikia  aide  of  the  Atlantic^  and  no 
.lass  useful  than  it  is  grand,  thia  dUtiaguisbadcctisen  is  aft- 
tided  to  the  admiration,  gratitude  and  the  appbuiaaof  liia 
icountryi  and  eapecially  of  the  state  of.  New- York, 

<<  Buoltmi^  That  Willi^aB  ^amet^  Bbeneaer  Baldwin 
(Joseph  AlexandeTi  Philip  S.  Parl^rr,  baiab  Townaen4» 
Ibrael  Smith,  Samuel  M.  ]EIopkio%  Chapdler  SUrr,  Eliaka 
Jenkins,  Oideon  Hawley,  Teupis  Yfo  Veiaktea,  John  Caa- 
aidy,  Jeremiah  Walarssan^  hmm  M'Xawa^  Jakes  IX 


« 

BmmmAm^M[v9i  Oonckli&g)  ttogetber  mtk  tkrn  duiir^ 
man  and  secretary |.  be  a  codiMUttee  to  «xpr«»to  luaiy  aa 
hihiil  a^liiia  asee^^the  Mrelf  mmo  which  we  entertain 
oI^Umi^  «f«f]r  Ughlj  MerhiNdonaaeraees,  and  to  tender  to 
iMt  thstdbiiiyfti  of  oiir  warmest  thahka.''  4 

SbcBO  fcaaiulfoM  w«re  diaif n  kj  AMired  GoodoliDgy  now 
a  jndga  of tholfittiad  SMos  oonri  of  dse  ttortbem  disUaol 

TIm  people  ef  llie  cily  of  Neiv-^irbfli  also  Jwld  a  meet^ 
in^,  al  ^kk  Ahey  denounoei  with  great  sefferitjr  llie 
lemotal  of  Mr.  GKnioii,  and  look  liie  iwoaual  coura^  of 
appobilMig  a  commtttee  ^  twcnty^five  of  their  most  distiar 
gntshed  eiHaena,  among  whom  were  William  Bajpord^ 
Thcmas  Addis  Emmet,  C.  D.  Cdden  aad  T^iomaa  HeKe)), 
to  visit  Mr.  Cttnton  at  Albany^  and  im  person  make  know» 
to  him  the  fleoKogs  of  the  meeting.  This  committee  wailed 
on  him  at  Albany,  and  their  address  to  him,  as  we|l  as  hia 
reply,  were  highly  eredttablo  to  the  heads  and  hearts  of 
the  parties. 

It  ia  a  singular  laot,  honorable  to  the  moral  sense  of  this 
commmMty,  that,  sfaiee  thia  Inmsactkm,  I  have  never 
heard  a  single  individna),  of  any  political  sect,  speak  of  it 
wtlhoot  i«|>robating  it. 

The  measure  did  not  have  the  eiteet  intended  by  the 
Cmwford  petty  in  the  legiriatnre.  The  Clmtonians  ani* 
versalty  perceived  the  motives  which  induced  the  ad 
They  were  eonvineed  that  it  was  contrived  with  a  view 
to  entrap  the  peopled  party.  If  they  voted  against  the 
removal,  then  Aey  wese  to  become  identified  with  the 
CSmtenhottf}  if  they  voted  for  it,  then  the  Clintonians  were 
to  denounce  them.     The  contrivance  did  not  succeed. 

I  have  dwelt  with  more  particiitarity  on  the  removal  oi 
Mr.  CKnton,  becanse,  firem  the  moment  it  occurred,  and 
not  nntil  then,  his  flrisBKh  began  to  insist  that  he  should  be 
the  nest  candidate  Ibr  governor}  and  I  do  not  think  il 
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imreasonable  to  infer,  that  his  removal  nw  Ae  oavie  of 
ht0  subsequent  ni^bation  and  election. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  remark,  that  tho  adjonmactti* 
of  the  legislature  did  not  diminish  the  anxiety  and  ezeite- 
inent  in  the  public  mind.  But  perhaps  no  indiTtdual  felt 
more,  or  reflected. with  more  painful  anxiety  on  the  erents 
of  the  last  winter,  than.OoT»  Yates.  He  had  vohintarily 
surrenddred  his  seat  on  the  bench  of  the  supreme  court^ 
which  unquestionably  he  might  hare  retained  for  some  ten 
or  twelve  years;  he  had^  apon  the  organisation  of  the  go- . 
Ternment  under  the  new  oonstitationy  encountered  all  the 
difficulties  and  responsibilities  of  distributing  the  state  pa- 
tronage among  thousands  of  powerful  competitors;  and  he 
had  served  his  party,  sometimes  at  the  expense  of  sactifi* 
eittg  his  individual  predilections,  with  fidelity.  But  he 
was  now  cast  off  and  doomed  to  retirement,  while  his  rival| 
(Col.  Y^ung,)  was  to  enjoy  that  distinction  and  authority 
which  he  believed  fairly  and  of  right  to  be  his.  To  such 
a  state  of  things  he  could  not  yield  a  quiet  submission. 
He  was  told,  and  he  belieyed,  that  he  had  lost  his  popula- 
rity by  refusing,  in  his  message  in  January^  to  recommend 
an  electoral  law,  and  he  persuaded  himself  that  the  party 
in  favor  of  that  measure,  which  he  knew  was  composed  as 
well  of  the  CMntonians  as  the  people's  men,  were  so  much 
divided  in  opinion  about  the  selection  of  a  gubelnatorial 
candidate,  that  if  he  were  to  place  himself  in  an  attitude 
which  would  enable  them  with  any  decent  regard  to  con- 
sistency to  support  him  as  their  candidate^  in  all  probability 
they  would  do  so;  or  if  in  this  view  of  the  case  he  was 
mistaken — if  he  was  to  come  out  publicly  in  favor  of  the 
measure  whidi  had  recently  excited  so  much  attention — it 
would  create  such  confusion  in  the  ranks  of  the  supporters 
of  Col.  Young,  as  would^  in  all  probability,  defeat  a  rival 
for  whom  it  cannot  be  supposed  he  entertained  tnuch  affec- 
tion;   It  must  have  been  UBder  some  such  impiessions^ 
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ftiati  contrary  to  the  expectations)  and  to  the  sorpriae  ol 
all  partie8|  on  the  2nd  day  of  June  he  issued  a  proclam^ 
tion  requiring  an  ejctra  session  of  the  legislature  on  the 
2nd  day  of  August. 

His  proclamation  recited,  that  whereas,  contrary  to  Us 
anticipations  when  he  communicated  his  annual  message^ 
congress  had  adjourned  without  having  taken  any  action 
on  the  subject  of  amending  the  constitution  in  relation  to 
the  choice  of  presidential  electors;  and  whereas,  during 
the  last  session,  a  bill  had  nearly  unanimously  passed  the 
assembly,  giving  to  the  people  the  power  to  choose  tbo 
electors,  which  had  been  postponed  in  the  senate;  and  also 
whereas,  the  people  wece  justly  alarmed  with  the  apprei* 
henaon  that  ^Hheir  undoubted  rigkP^  of  choosing  the  elect* 
ors  of  president  and  vice-president  would  be  withheld  from 
them;  therefore,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  their  rq>re* 
sentatives  to  carry  into  effect  their  wishes  in  this  respect^ 
he  directed  an  extra  meeting  of  the  legislature.  But  this 
expedient  did  not  result  in  any  personal  benefit  to  Qor. 
Yates,  tmless  the  defeat  of  Col.  Young  was  a  gratification 
to  his  feelings.  The  Glintonian  party  could  not  be  brougbt 
to  look  upon  him  with  favor,  and  it  was  too  late  to  change 
the  current  of  the  people's  party  in  his  favor.  The  friends 
of  Mr.  Crawford  viewed  his  conduct  with  sensations  of 
surprise  and  indignation. 

During  this  year,  Mr.  Leake  resigned  his  office  as  one 
of  the  state  printers,  and  the  printing  for  the  state  was 
confided  solely  to  Mr.  CroswelL  The  cause  of  thin 
change  was  that  Mr.  Leake  was  an  honest  and  decided 
friend  to  Mr.  Clay  for  the  presidency,  while  Mr.  Cas- 
well was  equally  decided  in  favor  of  Mr*  Crawford* 
Both  gentlemen  having  become  fixed  and  settled  in  their 
respective  predilections  and  a  large  majority  of  the  pa* 
trona  of  the  Argus  concurring  in  opinion  with  Mr. 
Croswell,an  amicable. arrangement  was  made  between  the  ^ 
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Ob  the  2ii<l  of  AihguiH,  Hi^hb  mti  A  tefjr  Ml  t^ta^ak 
of  the  members  of  the  legislature  at  Albatiy^atid  tm  Moh  tt 
Ite  venate  was  opened  and  before  the  gctremcnh  messlnge 
«M  delivered,  one  of  the  Mventeen  senators  whb  had 
wied  against  the  electoral  law,  (Byrath  Gt^eeA,)  tnoved  II 
litedtutton  cenflfttring  thegovemor  far  catling  the  V^gfslature 
together.  The  governor's  message  contahoed  a  teilemiott 
ef  A«  sentiments  contained  in  his  prdctamatidn,  alld 
ikrdiigly  ui^ed  the  propriety  of  passing  an  electorit  la^. 

it  etrikes  me  it  would  hare  been  better  for  the  governor 
fiwiijy  to  have  avowed,  that  since  the  delivery  of  his  an- 
Bial  mesaagtt  he  had  changed  his  opinion  on  that  sub- 
jMt^  for  there  really  was  something  ludicroos  in  the  pre- 
ISHMn  that  at  the  time  when  he  wrote  his  message  iif  Jkn^ 
HttPf^  he  seriously  believed  that  by  any  action  6f  cbfigreA 
the  United  States  constitution  would  be  amended  so  as  t(f 
chaiii^e  the  mode  of  choosing  electors.  He  krfeW  Wtftl, 
congress  oould  not,  if  they  wonld,  at  the  then  nett 
restore  the  people  to  ^^  their  undoubted  right  '^  df 
dioomg  the  presidential  electors;  and  every  sane  malf 
hMw  that  by  a  constitutional  inajority  they  Would  nbt,  if 
lltty  could. 

Immediately  after  the  governor's  m«^»ag^Was  t^ad,  Itir. 
Fkgg  offered  the  following  resoluttons  : 

^  Ruoh^  That  ifiiice  the  last  adjourttittent  of  the  le- 
gialature,  nothing  has  transpired  within  the  letter  or  sp  trft 
of  the  constitution,  requiring  an  extraordinary  'session  at 
this  time;  and,  tberrfofe,  tlve  prodamation  of  the  govlet^ 
n^  convening  the  saiHe,  is  ndt  warranted  by  the  constitu- 
tion. 

^^  Resolimdy  That  inasmuch  as  tlte  transactibn  of  legis* 
lative  business  in  obedience  to  a  proefaibation  thus  indi»- 
oraetly  iaaved^  i»d  eapeeiaUy  in  reiatton  to  n  subject 
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lAkiA  but  bcf^  repeatedly  discussed  and  acted  npon  by 
the  fegtshitore  at  their  last  meeting,  woald  sanction  a  pre- 
eedent  of  dangeroas  tendency;  and  that  it  is*  due  to  th« 
membeTS  of  the  legislature,  as  well  as  to  the  constitution 
tader  whitfa  they  sit^  and  the  oath  they  have  taken  to  sup-  ' 
por^  it,  as  to  the  highest  and  best  interests  of  their  constitu- 
ents) that  they  should  forthwith  adjourn — ^Therefore, 

^  It€9ohedf  (if  the  senate  concur,)  the  two  houses  will 
il&inediateTy  adjoarui  to  meet  again  pursuant  to  law." 

The  twt>  first  resolutions  were  adopted  by  a  majority 
df  the  bouse,  although  that  same  house,  I  believe,  on  the 
ttme  day,  passed  a  resolution,  by  a  vole  of  seventy-five  to 
fdrty-four,  that  an  electoral  law  ought  to  be  passed.  Du- 
nng  the  discussion  of  these  resolutions  much  heat  was 
excited,  and  some  very  able  and  eloquent  speeches  were 
delivered.  Gen.  Tallmadge,  in  particular,  distinguished 
himself  by  several  powerful  addresses,  and  on  one  occasion 
drew  forth  such  tumultuous  applause  from  the  galleries 
that  the  authority  of  the  speaker  was  put  in  requisition^ 
and  was  hardly  sufficient  to  preserve  any  thing  like  order. 

Not  a  single  act  of  legislation  was  accomplished} 
and  the  two  houses  adjourned  on  the  6th  of  August  to  the 
first  Monday  in  November,  after  a  session  of  four  days. 

If  Oov.  Yates  had  any  personal  views  in  calling  this  ex- 
tra session,  he  entirely  failed  of  realizing  them.  To  him, 
individually^  the  movement  was  injurious;  but  to  the  party 
opposed  to  the  election  of  Col.  Young,  it  was  highly  bene- 
ficial, as  it  ser\'«d  to  continue  and  increase  the  agitations 
of  the  public  mind,  and  strengthen  the  opposition  to  the 
Crawford  party. 

After  the  adjournment  of  the  legislature,  all  eyes  were 
turned  with  intense  anxiety  to  the  Utica  convention. 
Many  of  the  political  and  personal  friends  of  Mn  Clin- 
too  began  to  put  themselves  in  motion  and  to  urge  his 
nomination,  while  others  of  that  class  doubted  the  pr(^ri* 
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ety  of  the  measure.  Several  of  the  latter  were  amoDg  hif 
most  respectable  personal  friends.  They  beliered  the 
prejudice  against  him  so  universal,  that  to  bring  him  be- 
fore the  public  at  that  time,  would  be  a  dangerous  experi- 
«  ment,  and  would  be  hazarding  too  much;  while  othersi 
ardent  for  the  prostration  of  the  Albany  Regency,  and 
looking  to  the  success  of  the  cause  in  which  they  were 
engaged  as  paramount  to  all  other  considerationsi  enter- 
tained apprehensions  that  that  success  would  be  unneces- 
sarily jeopardised  by  the  nomination  of  Clinton,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  existence  of  the  mass  of  prejudice  to  which  I 
have  alluded.  Gen.  Tallikiadge  was  a  connexion  of  the 
Clinton  family.  He  had,  for  many  years,  been  a  Clinto- 
nian,  and  as  such  had  been  elected  a  member  of  congress; 
but,  at  the  convention  of  1821,  had  claimed  to  be  of 
the  other  party.  In  the  winter  of  1824  he  was  univer- 
sally the  favorite  candidate  for  governor,  of  the  Clintonian 
party.  But  his  vote  on  the  removal  of  Mr*  Clinton  from 
the  office  of  canal  commissioner,  had  changed  that  partiality 
into  the  most  bitter  feeling  of  hostility. 

Such  was  the  personal  resentment  entertained  against 
him,  that  the  Clintonians  would  much  more  willingly  have 
supported  Henry  Wheaton,  who  had,  from  the  time  of  the 
establishment  of  the  National  Advocate,  to  the  time  of  his 
vote  for  the  removal  of  Clinton,  steadily,  and  I  may  add, 
bitterly  opposed  him.  Wheaton  had  acted  in  accordance 
with  his  uniform  political  course;  Tallmadge  was  consid- 
ered as  having  added  treachery  to  an  unprincipled  actj. 
resting  on  political  expedience  alone  for  its  defence. 

Mr.  Clinton  himself,  who,  as  I  have  somewhere  else 
observed,  generally  looked  at  a  given  end  without  taking 
care  to  provide  for  the  means  of  accomplishing  it,  was 
sanguine  in  his  hopes  of  success,  not  only  of  a  nominatioii. 
but  an  election. 
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There  wm  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Oerlea  O. 
EmntB  who,  some  few  years  before,  had  emigrated  from 
the  stale  of  New-Hampshire  to  the  city  of  New- York,  aft 
aequaintance,  and  I  believe,  a  classmate,  of  Mr.  Carter  of 
die  New- York  Statesman,  who  bad  been  introduced  to  the 
notice  of  Mr.  Clinton  while  he  was  governor.*-  Mr.  H. 
was  a  man  of  fine  appearance  and  good  address.  He 
wrote  much  on  political  subjects,  and  with  great  facility 
and  fluency.  Although  a  young  man  of  great  activity  and 
enei^y,  his  talents  were  rather  of  the  showy  kind-*more 
brilliant  than  solid.  He  was  the  advocate,  perhaps  I 
ought  to  say,  the  eulogist  of  Qov.  Clinton — the  weakest 
point  in.  whose  character  was  too  great  fondness  for  praise 
— a  weakness  which  degenerated  into  an  appetite  for  per- 
sonal adulation.  Mr.  Haines  soon  became  a  great  favorite 
and  for  some  time  while  Mr.  C.  was  governor  Mr.  Haines 
was  his  private  setretary.  This  young  gentleman  took  a 
very  active  part  in  procuring  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Clin 
ton.  He  opened  a  correspondence  with  the  political 
friends  of  Clinton  in  every  part  of  the  sute.  He  travelled 
from  one  county  to  another;  he  wrote  and  published  in 
the  leading  Clintonian  newspapers  in  favor  of  Mr.  Clin* 
ton's  nomination;  and  he,  in  person,  exhorted  his  friends 
everywhere  to  stand  firm  in  his  support.  [SeeJVaieL\ 

On  the  other  hand,  the  people's  party  proper,  at  the 
head  of  whom  stood  Tallmadge,  Wheaton,  Burt,  Ogden, 
Burrows,  and  others,  entertained  the  most  invincible  pre- 
judices against  Clinton.  But  they  had  no  man  whose 
standing  would  warrant  them  to  bring  forward  as  governor 
except  Gen.  Tallmadge,  and  the  aversion  to  him  on  the 
part  of  the  Clintonians  was  equally  invincible.  Had  the 
people's  party  have  been  able  to  have  offered  some  other 
man  of  equal  standing  and  talents  with  Mr.  Tallmadge,  I 
am  inclined  to  believe,  a  majority  of  ^e  Clintonian  party 
would  have  yielded  him  their  support. 
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VhiB^llei  eoQ^^iitioB  conlainerf  aii  tssembtoge  of  men 
mmj  off  whom  were  <Ai0tingui8be«l  for  Aeir  takotS)  VreigM 
of  ttarflcteri  and  private  wordi;  but  yAten  organised,  it 
was  soon  ascertained  Afat,  as  betweetvGen.TlEUfmadge  and 
Mr.  Olii»tM,  a  large  Majority  of  the  ttcmbers  were  fhvora- 
bleto  the  latter. 

One  hvndred  and  twesty-two  delegatea  were  preaenf. 
T|e  first  day  was  spent  in  organising,  and  in  ascertaining 
eaoh  athei^s  opiniyonsand^  views.  There  were  in  ^e  con^ 
ventkwi,  if  I  rightly  recoHect,  about  tirirty  people's  men. 
These  were  djA  m  favor  of  Tallmadge;  and  besides  theses 
several  Glintonians  thought  his  nomination  would  be  moat 
judioious)  aSMng  whom  Were  Mr.  Oerrit  Smith  of  Madison, 
and  Doct.  Baretow  of  Tioga.  The  meeting  was  organized 
by  the  appointment  of  the  renerabie  John  Tayler  of  Alba*' 
ny,  president,  Alexander  Coffin,  an  old  and  highly  respecta- 
ble citizen  of  Hudson,  and  an  uniform  democrat,  vice^ 
president,  and  Samuel  Stevens  of  Washington  county 
since  so  ibrilliantly  distinguished  as  an  eminent  lawyer, 
then  a  people's  man,  secretary. 

The  people's  party  in  the  convention,  finding  it  was 
impossible  to  nominate  Tallmadge,  proposed  John  W. 
Tsyknr  of  Saratoga,  late  speaker  of  the  United  States 
house  of  representatives,  who  was  known  as  a  Clintonian. 
A  majority  of  the  Clintonian  members  manifested  a  dispo- 
sition to  &cee<le  to  this  proposition:  but  Mr.  Viele,  a  de^ 
legate  from  Saratoga,  produced  a  letter  from  Mr.  Taylor 
positively  declining  a  nomination.  Of  course  this  amica- 
ble arrangement  could  not  be  consummated.  And  here  I 
beg  leaTe  to  pause  in  my  narrative,  for  the  purpose  of 
BEiaking  a  single  remark.  Mr.  Taylor  was  a  supporter  of 
Adams — Mr.  Clinton  of  Jadcson.  Had  Taylor  have  been 
elected  governor,  he  would,  by  his  prudence  and  address, 
soon  have  amalgamated  the  Clintonian  and  people's  paKy 
into  one  compact,  organised  body;  and  the  ifltate,  in  ail 
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Itiunatt  probabtlitji  vottld  have  supported  the  admioiftm- 
tion  of  Mr.  Adaiasi  and  his  re-electioa.  Hod  U|  in  1896 
tnd  '27y  been  universally  believed  that  the  great  state  of 
KewyYork  would  havi^  given  its  vote  for  the  re-election 
pf  Mr.  Adamst  in  1828^  is  it  not  probable  that  he  would 
have  been  re-elected  1  What  great  events,  ip  the  politictl 
as  well  as  the  natural  world^  may  be  produced  bj  appa- 
rently trifling  causes  1 

On  the  the  S2Qd  September,  De  Witt  Clinton  was  nomi- 
nated governor  by  a  large  majority,  and  James  Tallma4ge 
was  unanimously  nominated  lieutenant  governor. 

The  convention,  before  they  adjoumed|  resolved,  that 
legislative  caocusses  were  improper,  and  that  justices  of 
the  peace  ought  to  be  elected  by  the  people.*  Both  the^e 
resolutions  were  in  themselves  correct,  and  in  accordaaot 
with  the  public  sentiment  at  that  period. 

As  soon  as  it  was  declared  in  convention  that  De  Wi(t 
Clinton  was  nominated,  Mr.  Coffin,  the  vice-president,  t)|e 
New- York  Delegation,  and  most  of  the  members  who  bo- 
longed  to  the  people's  party  seceded  in  a  body  from  tbe 
convention  and  formed  another  meeting,  of  which  Mr. 
Coffin  was  made  chairman,  and  Mr.  Todd,  of  New-Yofk, 
secretary.  But,  alasl  what  could  they  dol  A  conven* 
tion  of  delegates,  chosen  by  citizens  ^^  in  favor  of  the  elcB- 
toral  law,"  had  in  pursuance  of  their  own  recommendi* 
tion  met,  and  after  free  and  full  discussion,  nominated  tilt 
state  executive  officers.  As  the  high  mimied  federalists, 
some  years  before,  had  said  of  themselves  and  of  the 
federal  party,  they  had  no  ground  of  principle  to  stand 
upon.  They  were  committed  against  Young — they  wese 
committed  against  Clinton.  If  they  held  up  a  candidate 
of  their  own,  the  ooasequence  would  be,,  either  Mr.  Clift- 
ton  or  Mr.  Young  would  be  elected,  to  both  of  whom  Ib^ 
were  opposed.  In  this  posture  of  affairs,  tlie^.  ooaitentiad 
themselves  with  publishing  a  protest  against  the  nominap 

*  Tkis  naotaUM  wm  mmfA  by  0«a.  J.  OtUttri  •fl 
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tion  of  Mr.  Clinton,  and  resolving  that  they  would  sup- 
port Gen.  Tallmadge  as  lieut.  governor.  This  movement 
did  not,  I  imagine,  protluce  much  effect  either  one  way  or 
the  other.  At  any  rate  I  do  not  think  it  weakened  the 
support  of  Mr.  Clinton.  It  rather  had  the  effect  of 
banishing  all  suspicion  of  a  secret  understanding  between 
tbe  Clintonians  and  people's  party. 

After  Mr.  Clinton's  nomination,  a  strong  effort  was 
made  to  induce  the  democratic  friends  of  the  electoral 
law  to  support  Col.  Young.  Previous  to  the  Utica  con- 
vention Mr.  Young,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Hudson,  a  member 
of  the  assembly  from  Madison  county,  had  declared  him- 
self in  favor  of  such  a  law  and  of  Henry  Clay  for  preri- 
dent.  After  the  Utica  convention,  Mr.  Young  again  wrote 
to  Jesse  Clark,  a  member  of  the  senate  from  Seneca  coun- 
ty, repeating  what  he  had  stated  to  Mr.  Hudson,  and  declare 
ing  that  his  opinions  remained  unchanged.  This  letter 
beais  date  on  the  29th  September,  which,  it  will  be  seebi 
was  a  few  days  after  the  convention.  Both  letters  were 
published  in  most  of  the  newspapers  printed  in  the  state. 
The  publication  of  these  letters  utterly  failed  in  drawii^g 
to  the  support  of  Mr.  Y.  the  real  friends  of  the  electoral 
law.  Whatever  might  be  Col.  Young^s  private  opinionS| 
they  regarded  him  as  the  selected  agent  of  the  Albany 
Regency,  who  was  to  execute  their  behests.  They  could 
not  believe  that  the  favorite  of  the  seventeen  senators 
who  had  deliberately  denied  the  people  the  right  of 
choosing  their  own  agents,  was  sincerely  attached  toHhose 
principles  which  the  same  senators  had,  by  their  vote^ 
solemnly  repudiated.  While,  on  the  other  hand,  honor- 
able men,  who  had  opposed  the  electoral  law,  and  were 
sincerely  desirous  of  the  election  of  Mr.  Crawford  as  the 
only  real  democratic  candidate,  were  displeased  and  dis- 
gusted at  an  act  of  their  candidate,  for  the  first  office  in 


1824*]  OF   NEW-TO&K.  176 

the  state,  xirhich,  on  the  face  of  it,  nvas  condemnatory  of 
fheir  own  political  course. 

The  resalt  of  the  election  in  November  astounded  men 
of  all  parties.  It  was  a  complete  tornado.  Mr.  Clinton 
was  elected  governor  by  a  majority  of  sixteen  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  six  votes  over  Col.  Young;  and  Qen. 
Tallmadge's  majority  over  General  Root  was  thirty*two 
thousand  four  hundred  and  nine.  In  the  county  of  Tomp- 
kins, Tallmadge  received  three  thoiTsand  six  hundred  and 
thirty-three  votes,  and  Root  only  three!  In  the  same 
county  Young  obtained  a  majority  of  two  hundred  and 
thirty-two  over  Clinton.  In  six  of  the  eight  senatorial 
districts,  the  people's  or  Clintonian  ticket  was  successful. 
What  a  change  1  Only  two  years  before,  every  district  in 
the  state  had  chosen  strictly  caucus  or  regency  candidates. 
In  the  assembly,  a  very  large  majority  (more  than 
three  to  one,)  of  the  members  were  opposed  to  the  Albany 
Regency. 
The  senators  elected,  were — 

From  the  First  District,  Cadwallader  D.  Colden, 
"       Second  do.,     Wells  Lake, 
<<       Third     do.,     Richard  McMichael, 
"       Fourth   do.,     John  Crary, 
*       Fifth      do.,     George  Brayton, 
«       Sixth      do.,     Stukely  Ellsworth, 
"       Seventh  do.,     John  C.  Spencer, 
^'       Eighth   do.,     Samuel  Wilkinson. 
Mr.  Lake  and  Mr.  Ellsworth  were  elected  on  the  regu- 
lar democratic  ticket,  and,  by  their  opponents,  were  called 
regency  men;  all  the  rest  were  Clinton ians.     In  the  sev- 
enth district  Byram  Greene,  the  late  senator,  was  the  oppo- 
sing candidate  to  Mr.  Spencer.     He  was  the  only  member 
of  the  celebrated  seventeen  who  ventured  himself  as  a 
candidate,  and  he  was  beaten  by  a  tremendous  majority. 
Dudley  Marvin,  a  member  of  congress,  of  great  wit  and 
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good  httinori  speakinjg  of  Mr.  Spencer's  majority  Md  <4 
Mr.  Greene,  told  Mr.  S.  he  "  had  got  a  grwUr  mogontu 
than  if  he  had  nm  alaneJ^ 

In  the  sixth  district,  Mr.  John  Blakely,  a  member  of  tlif 
people's  party,  was  the  opposing  candidate  to  Mr.  EUsr 
worib,  and,  contrary  to  all  reasonable  expectation^  con^UU 
ering  the  strength  of  parties  in  the  district,  came  mUm  9 
very  few  votes  of  being  elected.  In  short,  nev^r  wm 
ihere  a  political  revolution  in  this  state  more  deciaifre  ni 
complete. 

The  legislature  convened,  for  the  purpose  of  xhoQsiog 
presidential  electors,  on  the  2ad  of  Nov<ember^  and  pa  tbt 
next  day  a  caucus  was  held  in  the  senate  chamber  tor  tb# 
purpose  of  nominating  the  electors.  The  republicit 
members  of  the  two  houses  were  called  in  the  usuaj  fonoi 
by  a  written  notice.  Gen.  Root  was  appointed  chairman. 
He  directed  that  in  calling  the  roll  the  names  of  thoae 
members  in  attendance  who  joined  in  recommending  tht 
Utica  convention  should  be  omitted.  This  decision  •was 
appealed  feomy  and  the  general  refused  to  put  the  question 
on  the  appeal.  The  meeting  at  length  dissolved  in  confu- 
sion, without  any  formal  action. 

On  the  lOth  of  November,  however,  the  senate  nomi* 
nated  electors  on  the  part  of  that  house.  There  were 
three  tickets  voted  for.  The  ticket  having  on  it  the  names 
of  thirty-six  electors  favorable  to  Mr.  Clay,  received  seven 
votes;  that  in  favor  of  Mr.  Adams  received  sesen  votes; 
and  that  in  iavor  of  Mr.  Crawford^  seventeen.  Thmi,  it 
will  be  seen,  that  the  same  number  of  votes  were  ^gPiVfpi 
for  the  Crawford  ticket,  as  there  were  senators  who  vpt«d 
for  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  electoral  law.  Xhia 
same  men  who  voted  for  that  postponement  yoted  for 
Crawford  electors.  The  Crawford  ticket  was,  of  courafit. 
nominated  in  the  senate. 


iMk.]  or  «M7-i^teir.  ItV 

lii  dl'«ras9ctti'Uytber^was,for8<Hne  dme^gfeftidill^lfy 
in^m^kig  any  nomhif^ion,  there  not  being  a  majority  of 
tiM  body  m  favor  of  aovy  one  of  the  presideRtial  candt^ 
dMee.  On  the  first  attempt  to  nominate,  the  (Tfay  ticket 
iweiTed  thirty-two  iroteS)  the  Crawford  forty-three,  and" 
tiM  Adatts  fifty.  After  considiftrable  maiieettvring,  a  eomr ' 
pmtoia^  lielweeii  th«  frienda  of  Mr*  Adams  aird  Mr.  Clay 
was^dbctcdi  aad  it  was  agreed  to  ferm  a  ticket  composed' 
ofeteetorti  pert  of  whom  were  for  Mr.  iMamsaBd  part'for 
Ma.  Clay.  The  ticket  thos  formed,  was  isomintfted  by  llfa 
asMnaUy;  baft,  upon  a  joint  MUt  of  tfle  two  hooses^  ifr 
oanBMpienoe  of  thvee  blank  Totes^  so  nearly  were  the  par«» 
ties  divided,  that  only  thirty-two  out  of  the  thirty-six  «leel^' 
ony  weve  declared  duly  chosen.  ITpon  a  second  ballot, 
fMt  at  the  O^wford  men  w^r«  decte<t.  It  will  be  seeD| 
ill  the  aeifuet,  that  Ihese  ftmr  votes  taken  ik»m  Clay  aiid^< 
given  to  Crawford,  caused  him  to  be  one  of  the  three  can<^ 
didatea  wko-  received  the  highest  number  of  votes,  and 
eMhrded  Mr.  Clay  from  a  competition  in  the  house  of 
it|r»es<BDtatives$  for,  ^pon  the  final  canvass,  Mc  Crawford^ 
racerred  in.tJie  United  States,  including  those  four  votes, 
fortf-^M  voVes,  and  Mr.  Clay  thirty-seven.  Did  the  Ad^ 
ana  aen*^  in  the  New- York  legislature,  act  widi  good  faith 
t«war4s  their  Clay  friends  1 

At  the  time  tbe  electors  were  chosen,  it  was  wetf  known, 
that  BO  cfection  of  president  would  be  made  by  the  electa 
ors  in  December;'  that  the  election  would  eventually  be 
OMde  by  the  states  in  congress;  that  however  the  vote  of 
Kew^York  might  be  cast,  Mr.  Adams  and  C^en.  Jadcson 
would  be  among  the  three  candidates  out  of  whom,  by  the 
eoir8titttlion,the  president  must  be  chosen;  and,  of  course, 
all  which  NewYovk  oould  effect  by  her  vote  would  be  16 
doqide  ike  i|uestiott  whether  Mr.  Crawford  or  Mr.  t!\»y 
sbeilld  be  a  candidale  before  the  house  of  represerttatit«.s. 
iBttothef^petlil'wasiiriiversalfy  conceded,  whidi  was,  that* 
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Mr.  Crawford,  if  he  received  votes  enough  to  oarrj  hSm 
into  the  house,  could  not  be  elected,  and  that,  in  all  hu- 
man probability,  if  Mr.  Clay  could  be  one  of  these  candi-' 
dates,  he  would  be  elected.  Hence  it  may  be  inferred,  that 
the  friends  of  Mr.  Adams  were  really  interested  in  favor 
of  Crawford  as  against  Clay.  What  surprised  me^  was, 
that  Mr.  Crawford's  friends  did  not,  under  this  aspect  of, 
the  case,  choose  Clay  electors4  In  this  way,  the  state  oC 
Ncw-Tork,  and  in  truth,  the  Crawford  party,  would  in* 
ftct  have  made  the  next  president  It  is  probable,  that 
before  the  contest  terminated,  more  of  personal  feeling  had 
mingled  with  the  political  struggle  than  a  bystander  would 
have  been  led  to  suppose. 

On  the  3d  of  November,  Mr.  Knower  resigned  his  office 
as  treasurer,  and  Abraham  Keyser  of  Schoharie,  was,  be- 
fore the  adjournment  of  the  legislature,  appointed  his  stti> 
censor. 

Several  new  banks  had,  during  the  winter  session,  been 
chartered,  among  which  was  the  Chemical  Bank  in  New- 
York.     During  the  November  session,  a  complaint  was 
made  that  the  passage,  of  the  bill  for  chartering  this  bank- 
bad  been  procured  by  corrupt  means.     An  investigation 
was  ordered,  and  a  committee  appointed  with  power  to 
tend  for  persons  and  papers.     The  evidence  given  before 
the  committee  afforded  a  most  disgusting  picture  of  the 
depravity  of  the  members  of  the  legislature,  and  indeed,  I- 
might  say,  of  the  degradation  of  human  nature  itself.    The 
idtempt  to  corrupt,  and  in  fact,  corruption  itself,  was  not 
confined  to  any  one  party.     It  extended  to  individuals  of 
all  parties,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  interest  of 
members  in  these  applications  for  moneyed  incorporations 
had  an  effect  on  the  political  action  of  some  of  them.     Mr 
Caldwell,  a  witness,  testified  that  he  heard  a  senator  say, 
^I  am  a  Crawford  man  to-day,  but  unless  the  Chemical- 
Bank  passes  I  shall  be  a  people's  man  to-mprrow*''    Id^ 


ihorty  It  was  eti<)eiit  that  the  fotll  and  adcenkif^  ncmei  of 
I&IS,  had  been  re-end«ted  in  1824. 

I  will  close  the  narrative  of  the  proceedings  of  this  year 
with  a  stiigle  feflebtton,  Vhicfa  is,  that  it  is  very  probabIe| 
if  the  friends  of  Mr.  Crawford  had,  at  the  commencemehk 
of  the  session  of  1824,  either, 

First.  Openly  and  frankly  declared  their  real  views-^ 
that,  in  their  judgment,  it  was  essential  for  the  presefva* 
tion  of  the  republican  ascendancy  in  the  nation  that  Mr. 
Crawford  should  be  elected  president;  that  to  effect  their 
object  it  was  only  necessary  to  retain  the  law  as  it  then 
was,  and  had  been  ever  since  the  adoption  of  the  federal 
constitution:  to  wit,  that  the  electors  should  be  chosen  by 
the  legislature,  and  if  an  innovation  was  then  attempted, 
to  have  frankly  and  honestly  avowed  the  principles  upon 
which  they  acted.     Or, 

Second.  If  they  had  come  out,  as  perhaps  they  o«ghl 
to  have  done,  considering  the  circumstances  and  pledges 
under  which  many  of  them  were  elected,  and  declared 
themselves  in  favor  of  an  electoral  law,  and  such  an  eleo^ 
toral  law  as  was  in  accordance  with  our  usage  and  prac- 
tice  ever  since  the  organization  of  the  government,  that 
is,  that  a  plurality  of  votes  should  decide  the  election; 
if  they  bad,  in  good  faith,  supported  the  enactment  of 
such  a  law^Mf,  after  its  passage,  they  had  nominated,  as 
they  might  have  done,  electors  favorable  to  Mr.  Craw- 
ford; and  if  then,  in  conducting  the  election,  they  had 
denounced  every  man  who  should  oppose  such  nomina- 
tion as  a  traitor  to  the  republican  party,  I  sincerely  be- 
lieve that  the  discipline  of  party,  the  charm  of  names, 
and  the  high  character  and  real  merit  of  Mr«  Crawford, 
together  with  the  horror  which  at  that  time  was  felt, 
whenever  Clintonianism  or  federalism  was  mentioned, 
would  have  ensured  a  triumph  to  the  Crawford  party. 
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^ttm^ldy  perliafs,  htm  hem  some  «gpi»alie  !•  Mf: 
general  plan  of  C€iM<ttcting4Miae«ik«tohtty^btfiiBBl«I«iMl 
tlie  4Mt  clMpt^r^  to  hhw  giimi  amiejaiiiooiiiiliof  Ike  fM> 
iMgegf  three  acts  ¥4iidi  fMtft0ok  «f  s  putf  chMraoter^  di»- 
ring  the  November  session  of  ^ho  leDMstase^ 

AMioug^  tbere  was  a  majority  of  Ihal  Imgislstaffe  mhti 
were  <»ppo8ed  to  that  dassof  poKiiciBiis  who  mrore  oaUsA 
^  Albany  Regency  pasty,  y«t  a  very  fioiisiderable  ttsjo* 
rity  of  the  membem  in  both  housss  smre  ap|Miedio.lliSi 
Ctbtonand  desirous  of  lestricung  his  psasierJMipaiKOBSgs* 
This  wili  account  for  the  Itgisbti^  astiM  whbh  look 
place  at  Ae  extra  ^essioni  at « iBoiaeMt  artira  llw  imgoanj 
knew  that  the  control  o«er  Iwo^  jbraaclias  et  iht  ^otsbi* 
SMiitH^be  asseofebly  sttd  )«ha>eMesiitire  dipaflmfllit----iMis 
about  to  pass  outof  ^tbeir  hands* 

Asa  sort  of  >«Geuse  for  notipBSsing  M  dboiwial  lawiWMl 
as  If 'Ihey  >were  UBcertaiti  what  tha  details  of  «uch  a  lasf 
oiqght  to  bci  tfiey  passed  a  bill  ^irtcting  thal»  si  Ahe  ifoA 
annua)  election  the  inspectors  of  die  several  poik  should 
provide  three  booces,  in  one  of  "whieli  each  iroter  snight  ida* 
posite  a  baHot,  on  which  should  be  wvitlen^^  By  Dialciets^ 
or  ^'By  general  ticket,  {illttralhy^'.  or^  By  general  isdntf 
majority;^  and  that  Ihe  resolt  :of  itUs  voting  sliONild  A» 
eertiied  tathts  legislature  atttl|eirifiHitiiaeetingini82i^<h|r 
file  secretary  of -states 

They  were  sensible  thdt  ithete  wiSiM  besooii;an  aiba^ 
hite  necessity  of  revising  the  statutes  of  ^Ihe  slate|iirifh  a 
tiewy  among  other  thii^  of  betterfadapting  tbflBi4^  Ikt 
.cofltttiitiitioni.    This  Mbjpot|ai  aiV  dm .nsoMtfibflml^ 


had  been  repeatedly  urged  upon  the  legislature  by  Oot« 
Tates,  but  they  could  never  find  time  to  attend  to  it  untfl 
after  the  election  in  November.  Not  wishing  to  leave  the 
appointment  of  the  revisers  to  their  successors^  before 
their  adjournment|  they  passed  a  law  appointing  James 
Kent|  Erastus  Root  and  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  revisers  of 
the  laws  of  New- York,  for  which  each  of  the  gentlemen 
were  to  be  allowed  one  thousand  dollars. 

But  the  most  important  act  which  they  passed  was  con- 
tained in  one  short  sectioui  and  was  in  the  following 
words: — ^^  All  civil  dKcers  who  now  are  or  hereafter  shall 
be  duly  commissioned,  and  shall  have  taken  upon  them- 
selves the  duties  of  their  respective  (^ces,  shall  continue 
to  execute  the  duties  at  their  respective  offices,  notwUhr 
landing  ike  expiraiion  of  the  time  for  which  they  shaU 
have  been  appoiniedy  until  a  successor  to  such  offices  re* 
spectively  shall  he  duly  commissioned^  and  shall  take  upon 
themselves  the  duties  of  such  offices  respectively.^^    This 
was  one  of  the  last  acts  passed  on  the  last  day  of  the  ses- 
tton.     By  this  law,  if  it  is  constitutional,  of  which  there 
are  some  doubts,  the  senate,  in  all  cases,  would  have  the 
right  of  choosing  between  the  person  nominated  by  the 
governor,  and  the  incumbent.     It  is  hardly  necessary  to 
add,  that  ninety-nine  hundredths  of  those  in  office  were 
the  political  friends  of  the  majority  of  the  senate.    Al- 
though, as  I  have  remarked,  the  constitutionality  of  this 
act  has  been  doubted;  and  although  this  statute,  which 
continues  to  be  in  force,  was  evidently  passed  from  party 
motives,  and  to  meet  the  exigency  which  then  existed;  af 
there  seems  to  be  a  necessity  for  some  such  provision,  and 
as  such  an  arrangement  will  naturally  be  agreeable  to  the 
party  in  power j  I  doubt  whether  it  will  ever  be  repealed. 
'  Nearly  all  those  members  of  the  legislature  of  1825^ 
who  belonged  to  the  people's  party,  were  politically  hos- 
sfle  to  Mr.  CUatoU)  and  maiiy  of  them  were  perspoally  .so»: 
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Of  this  class  were  Messrs.  Ogden  and  Burrows  of  the  sen* 
ate;  and  tbey  were  leading  members  of  the  new  party; 
What  probably  increased  their  aversion  to  the  govemori 
was,  that  he  was  openly  and  avowedly  in  favor  of  General 
Jackson  for  the  presidency,  whereas,  a  great  majority  6t 
the  people's  party  were  for  Adams.  Ogden  and  Burrows 
were  his  zeaioils  supporters.  The  prudent  and  dbcreel 
friends  of  Mr.  Clinton,  were  extremely  anxious  to  over- 
come and  dissipate  these  prejudices;  and  they  took  occa<* 
sion,  during  the  November  session,  to  urge  upon  Governor 
Clinton  the  propriety  of  endeavoring  to  gain  the  confidence 
and  friendship  of  the  leaders  of  the  people's  party.  It 
was  represented  to  him,  that  all  in  fact  were  engaged  in 
the  same  great  cause,  which  was,  to  destroy  the  ascendancy 
m  the  state  of  the  Albany  Regency;  that  there  could  be 
no  doubt,  that  to  the  efforts  of  the  people's  party  in  the 
legislature,  during  the  preceding  winter,  he  owed  his  tri 
umphant  success  at  the  last  election;  and  that,  if  all  the 
real  friends  of  the  electoral  law  could  be  amalgamated  into 
otke  organized  party,  its  durable  and  permanent  ascendancy 
would  be  placed  beyond  question* 

They,  therefore,  exhorted  the  governor  to  make  the  ad* 
▼ance  himself  to  Judge  Ogden  and  other  leaders  of  the  peo^ 
pie's  party;  to  invite  them  to  a  frank  and  free  communis 
cation  of  their  wishes;  and  to  express  bis  readiness  to 
mike  with  them  a  common  cause.  But  he  received  these 
suggestions  with  cold  indifference,  and  utterly  neglected 
and  refused  to  be  at  all  influenced  by  them.  Mr.  Clinton 
always  overrated  his  own  strength,  and  underrated  that  of 
hb  opponents,  which,  in  my  judgment,  is  a  serious  defect 
in  the  character  of  a  man  who  claims  to  be  the  leader  of 
a  party.  Mr.  Clinton  would  fight  his  enemy  manfully, 
tet  he  would  listen  to  no  pacific  overtures  until  he  himself, 
or  his  opponent,  was  completely  conquered.     No  effectual 
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Hid  in  nw^alBwrtigg.  the  peoidc^s  ,par^  vith  the  Cyntmftr 
PAS,  codd  therefore  he  derived  from  tbegovernQr* 

On  the  other  hmi^  Gen.  Tallmadge,  whp  was  «in«rtiii( 
pwder  the  disappointmeAt  of  not  having  hiinaelf  been  ina^e 
(overnor,and  burning  with  indignation,  pecapnallyj^wiurdi 
llCr.  Clinton^  (for  what^use  I  know  not,)  from  the  miH 
ment  of  his  election,  seemed  to  have  set  himself  to  wo^i: 
to  prevent  any  of  the  people's  party  from  forming  a  politic 
C^  Mnnection  with  the  governor  or  his  friends.  Gen^a) 
y»Umai|ge,  though  beyond  all  question  a  man  of  Ulent% 
ipipcji^  to  me,nearly  through  his  whole  life,  to  hav«  h^w 
IplitieaUy  eecentric  and  wrong-^headed.  One  of  hiserrofp 
undoubtedly  was,  that  he  had  imbibed  an  apinion  that  j>o- 
liiicsd  success  depended  more  on  tact,  and  what  is  called 
•Pjd^lfsmen/,  than  on  the  measures  which  the  politidaii 
^dyocatfid,  or  on  personal  merit.  He  had  been  hrpught 
if»  and  educated,  if  I  may  so  express  myself,  under  tht 
diacipline  of  the  old  council  of  appointment.  I  do  not 
Maeit  the  fact,  but  I  give  it  as. my  opinion,  that  immedi- 
•lely. after  the  election, he  formed  theproject  of  leading i)ff 
a  party,  of  which,  of  course,  he  was  to  be  the  head;  to  h^ 
epm.pp6ed  partly  of  Clintonians  and  partly  of  demoqrfits; 
leaving  in  one  party, as  cast  off  lumber,  Clinton  Stnd  Sf^w^ 
oeT)  and  in  the  other,  Van  Buren,  Yates,  &c.  It  is  impo»- 
rible  to  account  for  bis  conduct  upon  any  rational  grounds^ 
without  supposing  that  he  must  have  formed  some  auch 
•cheme,  visionary  as  it  must  appear  to  be,  to  ev^y  man.of 
psactical  good  sense. 

The  mutaal  friends  of  Gov.  Clinton  md  G«n«  TaJ^a^gf^ 
inade  frequent  and  ardent  appeals  to  the  latter^  asswJlMt 
him  of  their  continued  friendship  and  supporJ;,  and  wfMH? 
ing  him  of  the  inevitable  ruin  which  would  be  the  cansa- 
quence,  probably  to  both  parties,  if  there  should  be  war 
between  bim  and  the  gov^nor.  These  af^peals  weoj^ 
worse  than  useless;  for  they  probably  produced  an  imprea* 
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i4m  iMmini  tint  Mr.ClintWs  friends  feared  hk  k 

imprejBsion  which  tended  to  increase  hie  confr 
4mi^  in  Us  own  strength.  His  thirty-two  ihrnuimium- 
fority  had  deluded  him.  In  all  his  conf'efsatioiis,  tfia 
burden  ef  hi&  song  was,  the  errors  and  faults  off  Mr.  Clin«> 
ton;  besides  which,  the  general  seemed  suddenly  to  he 
«IaMied  and  horrt6ed  by  the  fear  of  the  ghost  of  federal- 

Ifi'this  attitude,  as  rei^ected  each  other,  were  the  Clia^ 
tittiaB  and  peopl(*^8  parties,  when  the  legislaHire  met,  on 
Ike  fourth  day  of  January,  1826. 

•On  the  first  day  of  the  session,  ono  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  aaembers  of  the  assembly  w^re  present.  Clai4eson 
GmKqb,  <ff  New*York,  a  very  gOod  man,  but  not  distin* 
gndkeMt  for  talents,  received  one  hundred  and  nine  votes, 
attd^was  elected  speaker.  Horatio  Merchant  was  chosen 
clerk.  A  majority  of  the  members  of  this  assembly  were, 
properly  speaking,  Clintonians,  and  yet  they  elected  a 
speaker  ^and  a  cl«rk  who  belonged  to  the  people's  party, 
afed  who  had  been  among  the  most  bitter  opponents  of 
the  governor  and  his  friends.  This  fact  shows  with  what 
cordiality  the  two  parties  might  have  united,  had  the  efforts 
ltf  the  real  working  men  of  both  parties  been  seconded,  or 
Mlber  had  their  efforts  not  been  thwarted  by  their  leaders. 

The  governor's  message  was  long,  but  it  was  very  ab!«, 
iftd  I  think  I  may  add,  very  excellent.  He  recommended 
tibe  passage  of  an  electoral  law  by  general  ticket,  and  the 
deoiion  to  be  made  by  a  plurality  of  votes.  He  lAso 
fsoommended  an  amendment  of  the  constitution,  by  tin 
•itemMOR  of  the  right  of  suffrage,  so  as  in  fact  to  make  it 
mivotsal,  and  the  election  of  justices  of  the  peace  %y  4fae 
pecylc  et  the  tespecfttve  towns,  fle  advised  fhe  ereation 
clf «  bmffi  of  internal  improvements,  and  an  extension  of 
improvements  by  canals.  He  complained  of  a  recent 
1  «f  «hia  supveme'Coitrt  <of  the  'Untied  States,  on  a 
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qttegtioi)  affecting  the  rights  of  todifidual  slatesyand  tugdl 
fliat  aB  amendtnent  of  the  United  States  constitution  ought 
to  be  madei  conferring  the  jurisdiction  now  claimed  by  tht 
supreme  pourt,  of  questions  affecting  the  rights  of  the 
states  in  their  corporate  capacity,  on  the  senate  of  the 
United  States. 

The  fault  in  the  message,  in  my  judgment,  was,  that  U 
recommended  too  extensive  a  system  of  canaling — an  SK- 
tension  altogether  beyohd  the  pecuniary  means  of  the 
state  to  accomplish.  This,  sanguine  as  he  was  in  hia  no?- 
tions  respecting  the  ability  of  the  state,  I  can  hardly  re- 
sist the  belief,  he  must  have  known.  If  his  object  in  re* 
commending  the  making  of  so  many  canals,  was  to  aoquke 
popularity  in  the  various  neighborhoods  where  he  indica^ 
ted  that  those  improvements  ought  to  be  made,  (and  I  am 
have  no  doubt  that  that  consideration  had  some  effect  upoB 
him>)  his  course  was  still  more  unjustifiable. 

The  governor  concluded  his  message  by  a  pressing  re 
commendation  of  union  of  action,  to  advance  the  public 
bterest,  and  with  the  following  allusion  to  the  council  ef 
appointment,  as  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  former  die* 
sensions : 

^^The  causes  which  led  to  our  divisions  and  distractionS| 
no  longer  predominate.  We  are  emancipated  from  the 
thraldom  of  a  system  of  patronage  which  formed  a  com- 
ponent part  of  our  former  constitution,  and  whose  direct 
tendency  and  inevitable  operation  were  to  imitate  the 
community  with  incessant  convulsions;  to  make  personal 
gratification  the  standard  of  political  orthodoxy;  to  rendet 
the  state  the  victim  of  political  machinations  at  home  and 
from  abroad;  and  to  convert  the  very  favors  conferred  by 
its  bounty  into  the  instruments  of  its  vassalage  and  dq^ 
dation.  With  a  full  view  of  these  evils,  I  recommendedi 
at  an  early  period,  a  different  arrangement  of  the  appoint* 
bg  power.    The  patronage  once  vested  in  a  council  ef 


appointment  is  now  difit^eni;  #nct  political  power,  which 
oader  the  former  order  of  things,  w^s,  in  many  respectSy 
dSAcentrated  in  petty  aristocracies,  and  wielded  by  factious 
itMnbtnations,  has  been,  in  a  great  measure,  restored  to  its 
wthentic  source,  the  great  body  of  the  people.  That 
aibolition,  and  that  restoration,  have  dissolved  the  union 
b^ween  personal  interest  and  political  subserTiency.  The 
people  rising  in  the  majesty  of  their  power  above  the  de« 
basing  trammels  of  names,  and  the  oonoxious  dictations  of 
eombinations,  have  sustained  and  vindicated  a  system  oi 
disenthralled  and  independent  suffrage.'' 
/  What  honest  and  patriotic  citizen  could  fail  of  being 
impressed  with  the  importance  and  truth  of  these  allega- 
tions t 

The  only  appointments  which  the  governor  was  aqthor- 
iated  to  make  on  his  own  motion,  were  his  military  aids  and 
Ihe'adjutant  general.  Mr.  Clinton  selected  for  his  aids,  S. 
De  Witt  Bloodgood  and  William  Patterson  Van  Rensse 
Iter,  (son  of  the  patroon,)  of  Albany,  and  Henry  Living- 
ston of  Columbid;  and  Mr.  Fuller  having  resigned  the 
efice  of  adjutant  general,  Mr.  C.  G.  Haines  was  appointed 
his  snccessor.     These  were  all  judicious  appointments. 

The  following  is  the  result  of  the  votes  of  the  electoral 
eelleges  for  president  and  vice-president,  as  appeared  from 
the  canvass  made  at  Washington : 

Presideni.  Vice-Presideni. 

Oen.  Jackson, 99    Mr.  Calhoun, 182    ' 

Mr.Adams, 84    Mr.  Sanford, 30 

Mr.  Crawford, 41     Mr.  Macon, 24 

Mr.  Clay, 37    Gen.  Jackson^ . .  • . .     13 


Mr.  Van  Buren, .  •  • «       9 

261  -Mr.  Clay, 2 

Blan^,. 1 

96} 


POLITIGII*  BtirronT  Ijj 

jPrtrm  this,  it  ^ill  be  eeen,  as  I  •  bai^  (before  ifitaiM^  ^kft' 
kftd  Mr.  Clay  reoeived  the  fi^e  vtftesJft  the  «tat«  iti  Jfmm^ 
Tovk)  which  wer€  gWen  to  Mr.  Orawf^-^i  he  <wo«4d  hi«m 
been  4h«  eaaiActote  in  iheiio«Be  •f  reprlBMntsitives  inttM 
<tf  Mr.  Crawford,  and  m  ^1  htuman  probaUKty,  wcnM^ 
bai^teen  elected  preiitdeAt  vTbisyhi  siabatanee|Mr.  fte 
Buren  fli«8t  have  foreseen  before  die^h^ioe  of  eletftorifn 
New-^York.  lie  must  too,  h«ve  been  aware,  from  iir.. 
Ora^ord^s  state  of  bealtb,  he  h^pnag  reoenlly  been  'tfM 
Bttbject  of  a  paralytic  attack,  -that,  independent  of  -itt* 
other  obstacles,  he  oottldnot  be*  elecled-'-^nd  every 'belly' 
knows  Mr.  Yan  Bnren  then  had  insuperable  objections  to 
G«B.Jaeksen;  bow  is  his  conduct  to  be  acoonnted  forf 
he  really  prefer  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Clay  1  What  I-i 
shiQrtljr.kesei^flr  state^  induces  me  to  thi»k.th«l<bodfd 
He  nwf  hftv^  thoiight  that  an  admioistration  coBdaplfxIfh|ii 
.  Mr.  Adams  eould  be  easier  broken  dawn  ^tfaqn  Qnetmmii^^ 
ged  entirely  by  Mr.  Cby.  .1 

When  'the  electoral  vote  was  nanooooed,  ajsid  k  ins. 
known  that  Gen.  Jackson  had  a  pbaralfty  «f  tiote8,cmit. 
siiermg  that  there  wsere  nine  western  otates,  all  of  wUelly. 
il  was  .belieTed,  would  cast  their  votes  for  him,  the  jm^i 
supposed  doubtful  slate^  (Kentucky,)  having  instrneled 
their  represeotatives  k  congress  to  vote  for  him,  Ifir*. 
Clinton,  and  indeed  the  public  in  general,  were  of  opinioo 
that  Jackaon  would  be  chosen  the  next  presid^it. 
>  It  has  been  coajeoturei)  that  in  case  Gen.  Jacksoa  Jpad 
beep  elected  president,  Mr.  Clinton  expected  to  be,  ao4 
would  have  been^  appointed  secretary  of  state.    This  is 
an  error.     Fropi  the  partiality  known  to  have  hi^n  o|i* 
tertained  by  G^n.  Jackson  for  Gov.  Clinton,  it  is  by  no 
means  improbable  the  foiaiar  Wis^ld  have  offered  the  lat- 
ter that  appointment;  ^ut,  i  know  the  fact,  that  Mr.  Clin* 
tob  wotild  not  have  accepted  it.     In  the  latter  part  of  De- 
cember, I  went  to  Washington  as  the  agent  of  the  state,  to 


mMe  its  acoomt  vith  tbc  gefteml  govemmcttt  Befbi^  X 
left  Albany^  I  bul|  by  spectal  appeintmenti  an  interview 
irith  Go¥.  CliiitoD,  at  which  he  stated  to  me  that  he  bad 
aot  the  least  dou^t  but  that  Jackson  would  be  elected^ 
apuk  be  ioftnicted  me  to  say  to  him,  that  he  wisbed  hia 
jKp  foyn^hif  (;^hioatwithoui any  personal  reference  to  bin^ 
QILt.  C)  that  he  could  not  accept  of  any  appointmant 
Hhiff h,  ^lyoulil  render  it  necessary  for  him  to  leave  the  state 
tf.HewYorkyand  that  the  only  solicitude  ha  feltwas^ 
ll^il^Oan.  Jackson  should  so  form  his  cabinet  as  wooM 
aaaura  prosperity  and  success  to  his  administratioft. 

ladependent  of  Mr«  Clintmi'a  partiality,  (might  I  »ot 
ssf  pasakml)  for  the  eiice  of  governor  of  the  state  ol 
Hev-Torki  he  was  constitutionally  aa  much  indisposed| 
a^mmy  judgment,  he  was  ill  calculated  to  act  a  sabor* 
diaate  partto  any  man.  He  would  be  first,  or  nothing, 
Wtihout  imputing  to  him  evil  propensities,  or  believing 
(hat  he  would  indulge  them,  I  may  say  that  the  celebr»- 
tad  quotation  from  Milton,  which  he  applied  to  certain 
federalists,  was  especially  applicable  to  himself.  At  any 
mteii  although  it  wouU  be  uncharitable  to  say'  he  would 
imaent  ^^  to  reign  in  hell,"  speaking  figurajtivdy,  ha 
'  iCOttld  nerer  willingly  have  agreed  ^'  to  serve  in  heaven.* 

It  ia  hard^,  ni^cessary  to  add  that  the  election*  in  th^ 
tbut^  States  hnase  of  representatives^  resulted  in  the 
sjboica  of  Ilfr.  Adama,  through  the  ezei^tioas  aad  influence 
aC  M^T'f  pl^Jf  There  was  no  maam  the  United.  States,^  or 
Hfriwpa  ia  the,  world,  whose  personal  address  gave  hint 
sa  ahsotute  a  control  over  the  human  heart  as  Henry  01ay« 
flaripg  |i  long,  time  been  a  member  of  the  house  of  repre- 
jsntativesy  and  for  many  sessions  the  pivsidtag  officer  of 
that  assembly^  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  interesiA 
aC  every  set^tiqn  of  the  union,  and  wiih  the  viewa,  wishes^. 
|pfiiiai|^ea  and  prejudices  of  every  individual  member, and 
no  man  knew  better  than  he  how  to  turn  th«|M  inteitsfii 
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and  prejudi^s  to  a  good  account.  Several  days  before 
'  the  election,  twelve  states  were,  known  to  be  committed 
for  Mr.  Adams.  To  effect  his  election,  required  the  votes 
p{  thirteen  states.  From  the  state  of  New- York,  there 
were  thirty-four  member^;  seventeen  of  the  thirty-foar 
were  for  Mr.  Adam?,  sixteen  were  avowedly  opposed  to 
him  and  one  was  doubtful  and  uncertain.  That  one  was 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer.  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  Mr.  Forsyth, 
and  indeed  the  whole  Crawford  party,  were  extremely 
anxious  to  prevent  a  choice  on  the  first  ballot.  A  most 
powerful  pressure  from  Albany  was  brought  to  bear  on  the 
palroon  to  induce  him  to  vote  for  Jackson.  Some  of  his 
best  friends,  among  whom  were  Mr.  Clinton  and  his  most 
favorite  relative,  urged  him  on  this  subject,  with  the  most 
anxious  solicitude.  Theit  efforts  were  seconded  at  Wash* 
ington  by  all  the  address  and  skill  of  Mr.  Van  Burev. 
Had  their  efforts  been  successful,  and  of  course  no  choice 
been  made  on  the  first  balloting,  I  have  it  from  the  bestau* 
thority ,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his  most  immediate  friende 
of  the  Crawford  party  meant,  at  the  next  balloting  to 
have  given  Adams  the  election.  They  wished  to  have 
had  it  in  their  power  to  have  said  to  Mr.  Adams,  **  your 
friends  and  Mr.  Clay's,  cannot  make  you  president — 
We,  give  you  the  oflSce.''  Such  a  state  of  things,  Mr. 
Clay  wished,  if  possible,  to  prevent.  Had  this  plan  suc- 
ceeded, (and  it  all  but  succeeded,  for  Oen.  Van  Rensselaer' 
bad  not  decided  on  his  course  when  he  arrived  in  the 
chamber  of  the  house  of  representatives,  on  the  m<^rning 
of  the  election,)  what  a  mighty  difference  it  would  have 
made  in  the  political  fortunes  of  the  politicians  in  the 
United  Statesi  Mr.  Van  Buren,  Mr.  Forsyth,  and  Mr.* 
Calhoun,  will  bear  me  out  in  saying,  that  in  such  an  evenf 
Gen.  Jackson  would  never  have  been  president  of  the 
United  States.  But  tllis  is  wamlering  into  the  wild  fieM« 
of  imagination  and  conjecture.     [Note  C.J 
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The  Allowing  is  given  in  the  National  InteUigencer) 
m  the  vote  of  New-York,  for  president : 

"  JFbr  JidatM — Messrs.  Adams,  Cady,  Hayden,  Herlri- 
BEier,  Lawrence,  Marvin,  Martindale,  Rose,  Sharpe,  Stonrs^ 
Strong,  Taylor,  Tracy,  Van  Wyck,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wil- ' 
Hmmsj  Wood,  Woods. 

"  JFbr  Crawford — Messrs.  Cambreleng,  Clark,  Collins, 
Day,  Bwinell,  Eaton,  Foote,  Frost,  Hogeboom,  Jenkins, 
Litetiield,  Richards,  Ten  Eyck,  Tyson. 

"  For  Jackson — ^Messrs.  Craig  and  Morgan.'* 

The  term  of  service  of  Mr.  Rufas  King  in  the  senate  of 
the  United  States,  expired  this  year,  on  the  4th  of  March, 
nd  he,  in  the  early  part  of  the  session,  addressed  a  com- 
nmication  to  the  legislature,  declining,  in  consequence  of 
advanced  age  and  a  desire  to  retire  from  public  life,  to  be 
a  candidate  for  re-election. 

The  public,  or  rather  that  portion  of  the  public  which 
had  supported  the  election  of  Clinton  and  Tallmadge, 
tvmed  their  attention  to  the  late  Chief  Justice  Spencer,  as* 
the  most  suitable  person  to  be  elected  as  the  successor  of 
|fr.  King.  His  long  experience,  his  age  and  eminent  ta- 
lents, seemed  to  designate  him,  above  all  others,  as  the 
moat  prominent  and  fit  man  to  be  selected  for  that  impor- 
tant service;  and  he  was  accordingly  nominated,  by  a 
laiyi^e  majority  of  the  friends  of  the  state  administration,  in 
(he  legislature.  But  some  of  the  most  distinguished  mem- 
bers of  the  senate,  who  belonged  to  the  people's  party, 
protested  against  this  nomination,  and  early  manifested  a 
determination  to  oppose  it.  The  remnant  of  the  seventeen 
senators  who  had  resisted  the  passage  of  the  electoral  law, 
were  of  course  opposed  to  Judge  Spencer.  They,  there- 
fore, with  great  good  will,  united  with  Messrs.  Ogden, 
Burrows,  Gardner,  &c.,  to  defeat  the  election  of  Judge 
Spencer.  Gen.  Tallmadge  also  cordially  joined  with 
them,  and  it  is  very  probable,  from  what  afterwards  tran- 
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q|i4Cttd|.tha4.be  eotertamed  an  expecUtioD  of  being  1 
elected.  Judge  Spencer  ha<1,  from  the  year  1818|  da^m  to 
ih*  tine  w)i«n  ins  nomuiation  to  the  office  of  cbief  joitkei 
by,  Gov.  Yates^  was  rejected  by  tbe  senate,  been  the  saljiMl 
of  wyereafid  uBremitted  attacks  of  the  democratic  fiMljW 
In  these  attacks,  Mr.  Ogden  and  the  other  gentlemcB  ythmBU 
I  baTe  nao^y  had  their  full  share.  Tbe  jodge^  too^  #a8 
&  brotber-iorlaw  of  De  Witt  Clinton,  and  an  act  of  di#< 
courtesy  to  him  was  almost  as  gratifying  to  their  feelingit 
as  if  the  some  act  could  have  been  done  in  rtlaAion^  to 
Gliatoa  himself.  It  is  impossible  to  witness  the  devdf^ 
ment  of  these  feelings  with  approbation.  They  had,  it  m 
true,  difiered  with  Judge  Spenoer,  but  those  potnls  o£  de- 
ference now  ceased  to  exist.  Oa  all  questions  of  prioeqpte 
they,  were  peifectly  united.  True  magaaniaity  wwuM; 
have  prompted  them  to  have  seized  with  avidity  an  cffMir* 
tunit]^  of  iBsmifesting  their  regard  for  an  eminent  man,,  of 
acknowledged  integrity,  who  had  been  long  in  poiititat 
life^  and  of  giving  him,  as  it  were,  this  parting  tokcft  ef : 
rtapect.  and  kindness.  But  the  people's  party,  s«'iar 
from  entertaining  these  views,  or  being  governed  by  tbem^ 
joined  with  the  Crawford  party,  who,  together,  devtsad^-a' 
most  extraordinary  scheme  for  preventing  tbe  appointnwHl' 
of  Judge  Spender,  notwithstanding  they  well  knew  tiiaH^at 
majority  of  tbe  members  of  the  I^idature  were  in  his  hrm% 
On  thefiivtday  of  February,  which  was  the  day  fixed' 
by  law  for  the  election  of  a  senator  of  the  United  Stalaa^ 
the  assemUiy,  by  a  vote  of  &evehty*seven  to  forty«-fi«e^i 
nominated  Ambrose  Spencer  for  senato?  of  tbe  Uailadl* 
States,  and  the  senate  made  a  pretence  of  an  aiteaipila'' 
nominate,  which  resulted  as  follows: 

Mr.  Bowman    nominated    H.  Seymouri 
^    Brayton        do.  A.  Spencer, 

**    Burrows       do.  H.  Wheaton, 

^    Burt  do  J.  Tallmadgei 


lau.] 
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fr. 

dvrk      nominated 

A.  Spencer^ 

<4 

Golden 

do. 

A.  Spencer, 

M 

Cramer 

do. 

A.  Spencer, 

« 

Crary 

do. 

A.  Spencer, 

u 

Dudley 

do. 

E.  P.  Livingston, 

a 

Earll 

do. 

V.  Birdseye, 

m 

EHsworth 

do. 

S.  Young, 

«< 

Grardiner 

do. 

J.  W.  Tayfor, 

a 

Grreenly 

do. 

S.  Beanbfey, 

H 

Haight 

do. 

S.  Young, 

U 

Keyes 

do. 

H.  Huntington, 

!• 

Lake 

do. 

S.  Suydam, 

<4 

lieflerts 

do. 

J.  T.  Irving, 

u 

Lynde 

do. 

J.  Tallmadge, 

•< 

Mallory 

do. 

E.  P.  Livingstoni 

« 

McCall 

do. 

L  Wihon, 

<i 

Mclntyre 

do. 

A.  Spencer, 

«» 

McMiehael  do. 

A.  Spencer, 

i« 

Morgan 

do. 

A.  Spencer, 

f< 

Ogden 

do. 

J.  W.  Taylor, 

« 

Redfield 

do. 

D.  E.  Evans, 

41 

Spencer 

do. 

A.  Spencer, 

<4 

Thorn 

do. 

J.  C.  Yates, 

« 

Ward 

do. 

W.  Paulding,  Jr., 

44 

Wilkeson 

do. 

A.  Spencer, 

44 

Woo«tcr 

do. 

R.  Crane, 

44 

Wright 

do. 

V.  Birdseye, 

103^ 


**  Mr.  Witkeson  then  offered  a  resolution  declairing  Am* 
broee  Spencer  the  candidate  duly  nominated  on  the  pail 
of  the  senate. 

«*  The  resolution  was  lost — ayes  eleven,  no6s  twenty. 

^  Mr.  Wilkeson  then  offered  a  similar  resolution,  that 
James  Tallmadge  be  the  candidate  of  the  senate. 

**  Mr.  Redfield  moved  that  the  resolution  lie  on  the  table. 
Canted,  n^  nitfeteeta,  noes  twelve. 

M 
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**  Mr.  Wilkeson  offered  aiiothcr  resolution  that  Samuel 
YouDg  be  declared  nominated  by  the  senate. 

*•  Mr.  Wright  moved  that  the  resolution  lie  on  the  table. 
Carried,  twenty  to  eleven. 

**  A  message  was  received  from  the  assembly  stating 
that  they  would  forthwith  meet  the  senate  in  the  assem« 
bly  chamber  to  compare  nominations  with  the  senate. 

'^  Mr.  Wilkeson  then  moved  that  the  senate  again  pro- 
ceed to  openly  nominate  a  United  States  senator — Carried 
-«— and  the  result  was  the  same  as  above,  except  [Mr.  Burt 
voted  for  A.  Spencer,  Mr.  Colden  for  J.  Tallmadge,  Mr, 
Cramer  for  J.  Tallmadge,  Mr.  Redfield  for  X  C.  Yates, 
Mr.  Spencer  for  J.  Tallmadge.] 

'^  Mr.  Wilkeson  then  ofiered  a  resolution  nominating 
John  W.  Taylor  on  the  part  of  the  senate.  Lost,  twenty- 
two  to  nine." 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

By  law  and  usage,  and  by  the  constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  which  each  individual  who  voted  on  tiiis  occa- 
sion had  sworn  to  support,  the  senate,  as  one  branch  of 
the  legislature,  were  bound  to  make  a  nomination  of  a 
senator  of  the  United  States.  How  could  they  discharge 
themselves  from  their  solemn  obligations  to  their  constitu- 
ents, confirmed  by  their  oaths  ?  It  is  in  vain  for  them  to 
say  that  they  could  not  agree  on  a  candidate.  Every  one 
knows  they  U)ould  not  so  agree.  Why,  at  that  moment, 
the  religion  of  the  politics  of  a  majority  of  the  senate  was, 
that  a  cauqus  nomination  for  all  the  principal  officers 
was  to  be  made,  and  that  such  nomination  should  be  sup- 
ported by  all  honorable  men. — '^  A  caucus,  and  support 
the  caucus,"  was  an  axiom  with  them  never  to  be  violated 
without  loss  of  caste.  In  this  very  case,  they  had  un- 
doubtedly caucussed,  and  had  then  solemnly  agreed  not  to 
agree  on  the  nomination  of  any  man.  Would  it  not  have 
been  more  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  this  transactioii^ 
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if,  on  the  morning  of  the  Ist  of  February,  a  resolution  had 
been  moved  in  the  senate  and  adopted,  in  the  following 
words'? 

**  Whereas,  according  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  this 
state,  it  is  the  right  and  the  duty  of  the  majority  of  the 
members  of  this  legislature  to  appoint  a  senator  of  the 
United  States;  and  whereas  by  law  that  appointment  ought 
this  day  to  be  made;  and  whereas,  if  the  senate  shall,  in 
conformiy  with  such  usage,  and  in  obedience  to  such  laws 
proceed  to  nominate  such  senator,  Ambrose  Spencer  will 
be  elected  by  a  majority  of  said  members  to  said  office,  and^- 
whereas,  the  senate  being  but  one  branch  of  the  law  mak* 
ing  power,  can  not  repeal  such  law;  therefore,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preventing  the  carrying  into  effect  the  will  of  said 
majority, 

^'  Reaolvedj  That  this  senate  will  make  no  naminatian 
of  a  senator  of  the  United  States.*' 

Had  such  a  resolution  been  adopted,  who  will  doubt  but 
that  every  member  of  the  majority  who  voted  for  it  would 
have  been  liable  to  impeachment,  indictment  and  punish- 
ment for  a  wilful  violation  of  duty  T 

The  assembly  contained  several  men  of  talents,  among 
whom  were  John  W.  Hurlbert,  from  Cayuga,  formerly  a 
member  of  congress  of  considerable  standnig  from  Mas- 
sachusetts ;  Samuel  J.  Wilkin,  from  Orange  county ; 
Ambrose  L.  Jordan,  from  Columbia  ;  Samuel  Stevens, 
from  Washington;  Mr.  Cunningham,  f^'^m  Montgomery; 
and  Thurlow  Weed,  the  present  state  printer,  from  Mon-* 
roe,  who,  though  not  distinguished  on  the  floor  of  the 
house,  was  nevertheless  an  active,  energetic  member.  But 
on  this  occasion  they  did  not  act  with  that  spirit  which 
the  exigency  demanded.  Would  they  not  have  been  jus- 
tified if  they  had  refused  to  act  on  the  next  billor  resolu- 
tion which  should  have  bem  sent  to  them  from  the  senate^ 
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assiguing  for  a  reaapn.the  refusal  of  the  aenate  to  perfoim 
ttiqir  duty  in  the  choice  of  a  senator  of  the  United  Statest 

There  was  among  the  opponents  of  the  Crawford  party 
in  the  aspembly^  t  want  of  unity  of  actbn,  and  what  is 
called  party  discipline,  which  prevented  efficient  action  in 
this  qiatter.  Among  the  circumstances  which  preveated 
a  cordial  unanimity  on  this  question^  may  be  mentioned, 
the  influence  of  General  Tallmadge,  which,  ther^  can  be 
no  doubt,  tended  to  produce  dbsensions ;  and  I  regret  to 
mention  that  I  have  good  reasons  to  believe  that  Albert 
|I.  Tracy,  then  a  member  of  congress  from  Buffalo,  elected 
by  the  Clintonian  party,  had  been,  by  some  of  the  oppo- 
nents of  Judge  Spencer,  induced  to  entertain  expectations 
that  if  the  judge  was  defeated  he  would  be  chosen.  It  is^ 
therefore,  not  improbable'  that  some  of  his  personal 
friends*  may  have  aided  in  throwing  obstacles  in  the  way 
of  the  election  of  the  chief  justice.  To  these  causes  of 
t^e ,  absence  of  that  union  necessary  for  action  on  strong 
n^easure^,  may  be  added  another,  which  is,  that  there  was 
a  great  number  of  applications  for  bank  charters  before 
the  assembly,  in  which  the  members  took  a  deep  interest, 
md  which  hampered  them  in  their  movements,  evea  on 
political  questions. 

Some  of  the  people^s  men,  who  were  ardent  in  the  sup- 
port of  the  administration  of  Mr.  Adams,  professed  their 
apprehensions  that  Judge  Spencer,  if  elected,  wouM  be 
found  in  the  opposition  to  that  administration.  To  obvi* 
ate  this  objection,  Mr.  St.  John,  a  member  of  the  asaem* 
biy  from  Montgomery,  addressed  a  note  to  the  late  chief 
justice,  requesting  him  to  state  his  views  on  that  subject, 
to  which  he  replied — <'  I  have  regarded  Mr.  Adams  as  an 
upright  man,  and  a  distingjuished  and  highly  gifted  states- 
man, and  am  entirely  satisfied  with  his  election.    I  en  ten*. 

tfee  eleetioo  of  Mr.  Trafty  li  I 
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fain  ti&wtar9B  tarn  ihe  mo9t  frien^  f^elittgB ;  ttcrd  aii  a  pri- 
vate citizen  or  pubKc  functionary,  he  'shali  receive  from 
me  a  liberal,  honbrable,  and  faithful  support"  Thhi,  per- 
haps, was  well  enough,  but  I  could  wish  the  judge  bad 
omitted  the  word  ** faithful"  in  his  answer  ;  it  conveys 
an  idea  of  something  like  feudal  subservience.  This  1 
)[)resuine  he  did  not  intend. 

The  senate,  probably,  apprebensive  that  it  would  be 
unsafe  to  hazard  their  standii^  in  the  public  estimation, 
by  so  palpable  an  evasion  of  their  duty  in  relation  to  this 
question,  on  the  25th  day  of  Pebruary  adopted  a  joint  re- 
solution, that  Albert  H.  Tracy  be  chosen  a  senator,  &c. 
This  resolution  was  passed  by  a  vote  of  eighteen  to  ten. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  this  was  setting  up  a  claim  ob 
the  part  of  the  senate,  when  that  house  differed  from  the 
other  respecting  the  choice  of  a  senator,  that  its  voice 
should  be  equal  to  that  of  the  assembly. 

The  assembly  refused  to  concur,  on  the  ground  that 
that  mode  of  appointing  a  senator  was  contrary  to  an  ex- 
isting law  of  the  state,  which  was  imperative  on  bodi 
houses  until  it  was  repealed.  The  constitution  of  the 
Unites  States  requires,  "  That  the  senate  shall  be  com- 
posed of  two  senators  from  each  state,  chosen  by  the 
legislature  thereof.*'  The  law  of  this  state,  which  in  1825 
was  in  force,  was  substantially  the  same  as  it  now  is,  [see 
1  R.  L.  102  ;  Gonstitntion  of  New- York  of  1777,  section 
80,]  to  wit :  That  the  senate  and  assembly  shall^  each 
openly  nominate  one  person  for  the  office  of  senator  in 
congress,  after  which  they  shall  immediately  meet,  and  if 
they  shall  agree  iri  their  nominations,  the  person  so  nomi- 
nated, shdl  be  appointed  to  the  oflice  for  which  he  shaB 
be  nominated  ;  if  they  shall  disagree,  the  election  shatt 
ke  made  in  joint  baltot  of  the  tfetiaton  and  members  of 
the  assembly* 
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I  am  aware  that  in  1888,  this  same  ground  was  taken  by 
the  senate,  and  an  able  report  made  b  support  of  it  I 
have  not  time,  and  if  I  had  time,  thb  would  not  be  the 
proper  place  for  discussing  the  question;  but  candor 
requires  me  to  say,  that  I  think  the  claim  of  the  sen- 
ate in  1838,  as  well  as  in  1825,  cannot  be  fairly  sua* 
tained  It  is,  however,  an  interesting  fact,  which  with 
many  others,  proves  the  truth  of  the  position,  that  a  fault, 
when  committed  for  party  purposes,  may  return  to  plague 
the  inventor ;  that  Gen.  Tallmadge's  friend  and  relative 
was  the  man  who,  in  1838,  suffered  by  the  application  of 
the  rule,  enforced  and  probably  invented  by  Gen.  Tallmadge 
himself  in  1825.  After  the  joint  resolution  for  the  ap* 
pointment  of  Mr.  Tracy  had  been  rejected  by  the  assem- 
bly, the  matter  was  allowed  to  sleep  in  both  houses  for 
the  space  of  a  month,  but  on  the  25th  of  March,  another 
joint  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  United  States 
senator  passed  the  senate,  and  the  name  of  James  Tall- 
madge was  inserted  in  it  This  resolution  was  passed  by 
the  same  vote  as  the  one  appointing  Mr.  Tracy,  Silas 
Wright,  junior,  voting  for  both  Mr.  Tracy  and  Mr.  Tall* 
madge. 

When  this  resolution  was  received  in  the  assembly,  it 
was  laid  on  the  table,  where  it  remained  until  the  1st 
April,  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilkin,  it  was  taken  up 
and  the  following  substitute  adopted  by  a  vote  of  aizty- 
one  to  twenty-nine. 

*'  Resohed^  That  although  this  house  repose  confidenca 
in  the  integrity  and  talents  of  the  honorable  James  Tall- 
madge, they  deem  it  most  safe  and  expedient,  and  moat 
congenial  with  the  principles  of  our  government,  to  ad- 
here to  that  mode  of  appointment  prescribed  by  the  exist- 
ing law  of  this  state ;  and  do,  therefore,  not  concur  in  the 
resolution  of  the  honorable  the  senate." 
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The  temih  of  all  these  maneuverings  was,  that  do  seim- 
tor  was  elected  during  the  year  1825,  and  in  1826,  Nli- 
than  Sanford  at  this  time  Chancellor,  was  chosen — ^an 
opponent  as  well  to  Gen.  Tallmadge  and  Mr.  Tracy,  as 
to  Chief  Justice  Spencer. 

I  have  spoken  more  freely  of  this  transaction  because, 
'if  the  course  pursued  by  the  senate  deserves  censure,  that 
censure  can  not  be  confined  to  either  of  the  great  parties 
in  the  United  States.  The  same  transaction,  in  spirit,  has 
been  repeated  in  other  states  of  the  Union,  and,  I  believci 
by  both  political  parties;  and,  even  in  this  case,  had  the 
position  of  the  friends  of  Judge  Spencer  been  reversed,  I 
am  not  prepared  to  say  they  would  not  have  resorted  to 
the  same  means  to  defeat  their  opponents.  May  we  not 
hope,  that  after  more  reflection,  both,  and  all  parties  will 
from  principle,  repudiate  the  example  furnished  them  in 
respect  to  this  practice  by  their  predecessors  ? 

Gramaliel  H.  Barstow,  of  Tioga,  with  whom  the  reader 
is  afaready  well  acquainted,  was  during  the  session,  elect- 
ed state  treasurer.  This  was  an  excellent  selection.  Dr. 
Barstow  was  a  man  of  high  moral  integrity,  correct  busi- 
ness habits,  sound  discriminating  mind,  and  very  popular 
both  with  the.Clintonian  and  people's  party. 

One  of  the  first  acts  done  by  Mr.  Adams,  after  his  elec- 
tion, and  before  his  inauguration,  was  the  tender  to  Gov. 
Clinton  of  the  appointment  of  American  minister  at  the 
eourt  of  Great  Britain.  This  appointment  Mr.  Clinton 
declined  in  the  following  very  respectAiI  note,  addressed 
to  Mn  Adams : 

«'  Jilbanyy  2bth  Ftbruary,  1825. 

'*  Sib  :  I  feel  most  sensibly  the  honor  conferred  on  me 
by  your  communication  of  the  18th  instant,  and  I  receive 
this  expression  of  your  good  opinion  with  a  corresponding 
wfknX  :  But  having  recently  accepted  from  the  people  of 
^toB  stale  the  highest  oflice  in  their  power,  1  cannot,  coik 
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4lM!^«l:  Willi  Diy '8QB8e  of  dulyi  retire  irom  it,  until  I  have 
lutd  3a  ^mple  <^porlunity  of  eyiiiciiig  my  gratitude  and 
Bty  devotion  to  their  interests. 

**l  afsure  you,  sir,  that  it  will  aflford  me  the  highest  ^ 
gratification,  in  my  present  situation,  to  aid  you  in  your 
paAriouc  elbrts,  and  to  witness  the  auspicious  influmico 
of  your  administration  oa  the  best  interests  of  our  coua* 
try. 

"I  havie  the  honor  to  be^  with  perfect  respect  yo«r 
4iP4}it  obedient  servant, 

"DE  WITT  CLINTON- 

^*  The  Hon.  John  Quinoy  Adjms,  Wasbiegton^" 

i  was  among  the  number  of  Mr.  Clinton's  friends,  who 
ihoixght  he  ought  to  accept,  and  advised  him  to  aceept 
iitbjs  appointment  He  never  stood  better  in  tlie  state 
4nd  nati|>n  than  at  this  moment  If  he  should  then  go 
abroad,  I  believed  he  would  escape  the  dreadful  tornado 
nrhjch  evidently  was  approaching  ;  would  aflford  liine  for 
'  ^^tic^  prejudices  against  him  to  subside  ;  and  womUI^ 
4IQ  doubt,  retain  all  his  present  friends.  He  would  be  W- 
fore  the  nation,  in  the  service  of  the  nation,  not  ia  «  poel* 
lion  which  could  hardly,  by  any  possibility,  subject  him 
to  blame  ;  and  if  at  the  next,  or  a  subsequent  presidootial 
dectioB,  his  friends  should  feel  warranted  in  bringing  him 
lorward  as  a  candidate  for  the  presidency,  he  could  xkoH 
be  better  situated,  to  receive  and  command  support,  thap 
iie  would  be,  should  he  accept  this  mission.  The  venersr 
ble  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  then  at  Washington,  wnols 
him  a  letter,  urging  his  acceptance ;  and  bis  unifoiiiii 
friend,  Thon^as  Addis  Eoomety  who  then  happened  to  be 
ifx  attendance  on  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States^ 
wrote  an  aigument  and  forwarded  to  the  governor,  presi^ 
ing  him  to  engage  in  the  national  service.  It  is  not  u»- 
reasonable  to  suppose,  that  his  uowillinguefiB  io  leave  the 
fpverument  of  New-Yoi:)^  in  the  bands  idf  Qencyral  TeA- 
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nadge,  was  one  cause  of  bis  portinaeions  ntamX  &>  be  go- 
r«raud  by  the  advico  of  his  friends.  But  4hqfo  were  <ilher 
eouses.  There  were  in  the  stole,  and  cspeoially  in  the 
city  of  New- York,  a  number  of  poUtictans  4>f  smalloalibrey 
who  ovred  then*  political  existence  to  the  aioendancy  tff 
fie  Wkt  Cikiion.  This  class  of  men  knew  how  ^tal  it 
would  be  lo  them  if  Governor  Clinton  should  go  abroad. 
They  jepresentcd  to  him,  that  Mr.  Adams  feared  his  hi* 
"ftwnoe  in  this  state  ;  and  that  this  mission  was  intended 
as  a  kind  of  baniriiment.  That  Mr.  Adams  was  utterfy 
inoapabic  of  adopting  any  such  scheme,  I  firmly  beJieve ; 
-but  it  was  nevertheless  pressed  with  great  zeal  upon  Mr. 
Cliiitoo,  and  I  presume  had  considerable  eflfect  in  inducing 
Ifae  determination  which  he  ultimately  made. 

Mr.  Rufus  King  was  soon  after  appointed  on  die  mis- 
sion le  London. 

By  a  feferenoe  to  the  governor's  annual  message,  it  will 
be  found  that  be  recommended,  among  other  improve- 
ments, the  construction  by  the  state,  of  a  road  through 
Ihe  south-western  tier  of  counties.  The  suggestion  was 
fcvorably  received,  and  meetings  were  heM  in  that  part 
0f  the  state  which  would  be  affected  by  the  proposed  im- 
provement, to  urge  the  adoption  of  the  measure. 

These  movements  produced  a  meeting  of  delegates  and 
citizens  al  the  capit<rf  in  Albany,  on  the  25th  February, 
which,  of  course,  resulted  in  a  pressmg  application  to  the 
legislature  to  provide  for  carrying  the  scheme  into  effect. 
In  pursuance  of  this  application,  a  law  was  passed  for  the 
i|)pointmcnt  of  three  commissioners  to  explore  and  cause 
surveys  to  be  made,  of  a  route  for  a  state  road,  from  some 
point  on  tile  North  River,  to  some  point  on  Lake  Erie, 
livroi^  the  southern  tier  of  comities. 

}n  |Hin$imnoG  of  a  recommendation  of  a  meeting  of  tfie 
Aionds  of  tiKe  noaH,  without  distinction  of  party,  Natfianiel 
MMior,  iaboK  I),  fiommond  and  George  MoreM  were  ap- 
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pointed  by  the  governor  and  senate,  state  road  commia* 
nonersy  a  day  or  two  before  the  adjournment  of  the  legis^ 
tature.  These  particulars  would  not  be  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  warrant  their  insertion  in  these  sketches,  if^  by 
a  combinaticHi  of  circumstances,  one  of  the  commission- 
ers,  in  consequence  of  having  been  such  commissioner, 
had. not. had  the  executive  government  of  the  state  cast 
opon  him  for  about  one*haif  of  a  gubernatorial  term. 

Very  few,  and  indeed  no  important  appointments  were 
made  by  the  governor  during  this  session.  Consider- 
ing the  decided  majority  in  the  ^  senate  against  the  go^ 
ernor,  I  do  not  think  the  senate  treated  him  with  illiberal- 
ity.  Indeed  I  think  the  contrary.  A  laudable  dispodticm 
seemed  on  both  sides  to  be  cultivated,  to  preserve  a  good 
degree  of  courtesy  between  these  branches  of  the  execu- 
tive government  I  observe  the  senate  confirmed  without 
hesitation  the  nomination  of  Ebenezer  Baldwin,  a  warm 
personal  and  political  friend  of  the  governor,  as  recorder 
of  Albany. 

From  the  language  held  by  Gen.  Talhnadge  inTelatioD 
to  Mr.  Clinton  and  his  general  course  after  the  November 
election,  he  undoubtedly  anticipated  that  he  would  be 
courted  by  the  Crawford  party ;  and  he  was  so  in  relation 
to  the  movements  in  respect  to  Judge  Spencer,  and  the 
choice  of  a  senator  of  the  United  States.  But  the  Craw- 
ford men  were  too  wise  to  invest  much  capital  in  a  cargo 
which  they  foresaw  would  produce  them  little  if  any  re- 
turns. Tallmadge,  without  eiUier  Clinton  or  Van  Buren 
and  their  respective  friends,  was  comparatively  nothing. 
Clinton,  without  dther  Tallmadge  or  Van  Buren,  had  an 
influence  and  personal  weight  of  character ;  and  was  the 
admitted  leader  of  a  great,  numerous  and  powerful  party* 
Since  the  election  of  John  Quincy  Adams  as  president, 
and  the  continued  evidence  of  the  rapidly  declining  health 
of  Mr*  Crawford,  Mr.  Van  Buxsn,  who  was  detemmMl 
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to  oppose  thp  Adams  administration,  foresaw  that  Gen. 
Jackson  was  the  only  available  candidate  of  the  Crawford 
party.  Bat  how  could  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his  friends  in 
tlus  state  support  Gen.  Jackson  and  oppose  his  earliest 
and  avowed  friend,  De  Witt  Clinton?  Independent  of 
all  other  considerations,  there  was  therefore  a  sort  of  po- 
litical necessity  for  a  suspension  of  hostilities,  at  least| 
between  Van  Buren  and  Clinton.  This  state  of  things 
did  not  produce  any  material  change  for  the  present ;  but 
it  was  a  state  of  things  which  Gen.  Tallmadge  could  not 
have  anticipated,  and  in  view  of  which,  when  he  discov- 
ered it,  he  must  have  perceived  the  foundation  of  his  own 
inevitable  political  ruin. 

CoL  Charles  6.  Haines,  the  adjutant  general,  died  on 
the  3rd  day  of  July  of  this  year. 

In  the  latter  part  of  May,  Mr.  Clinton  visited  Phila- 
delphia, where  he  was  treated  with  the  greatest  possible 
attention  and  respect  A  public  dinner  was  tendered  to 
him  by  the  citizens,  which  he  accepted  and  attended,  at 
which  the  mayor  of  the  city  presided.  The  toasts  drunk, 
and  the  address  of  the  mayor  were  highly  complimentary 
to  him  as  a  statesman  and  public  benefactor. 

Shortly  afterwards  the  governor,  attended  by  Judge 
Conkling  and  several  other  distinguished  gentlemen,  visit* 
ed  the  state  of  Ohio,  for  the  purpose  of  viewing  the  pub- 
lic works  in  progress  in  that  state,  and  by  special  invita- 
tion he  extended  his  journey  to  Louisville,  in  the  state  of 
Kentucky,  where  a  public  dinner  was  tendered  to  and  ac- 
cepted by  him.  He  and  his  suite  were  every  where  receiv- 
ed  with  the  highest  demonstrations  of  veneration  and  re- 
spect. The  passion  for  internal  improvements  by  means 
of  canals,  had  then  recently  taken  a  strong  hold  upon  the 
minds  of  men,  and  Mr.  Clinton  was  regarded  as  the  mas- 
ter spirit  who  had  excited  the  public  mind,  and  indeed  ac- 
tion in  that  new  field  of  social  and  political  enterprise. 
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Soon  after  the  return  of  Mr.  Clinton  and  Mr.  Conkling, 
from  the  west,  the  office  of  United  States  District  Judge  of 
the  northern  district  of  Neve- York,  became  vacant  by  the 
death  of  Koger  Skinner,  after  a  short  illness. 

I  can  not  recur  to  the  death  of  Judge  Skinner  without 
repeating  that,  in  consequence  of  his  bein^  an  ardent 
politician,  he  has  been,  as  I  believe,  unjustly  charged  with 
being  a  man  of  persecuting  and  vindictive  feeling.  1  do 
not  believe  it  I  think  he  possessed  many  excellent 
social  qualities,  and  a  kind  and  good  heart.  Upon  the 
decease  of  Judge  Skinner,  there  immediately  appeared  a 
number  of  competitors  for  the  office,  among  whom  was 
William  A.  Duer,  then  a  circuit  judge,  and  now  the  re- 
spectable and  respected  president  of  Columbia  College. 
Bqt  Mr.  Alfred  Conkling  was  recommended  by  Gov. 
Clinton  and  (Seneral  Van  Rensselaer,  and  several  other 
highly  respectable  individuals.  Mr.  Adams,  who  was  per- 
sonally acquainted  with  Mr.  Conkling  while  the  latter 
was  a  member  of  congress,  in  1822  and  '23,  and  highly 
esteeming'him,  (as  does  every  one  else  who  is  well  ac- 
quainted with  him,)  and  wishing  to  afford  evidence  of  his 
respect  for  the  recommendations  and  opinions  of  Mr. 
Clinton  and  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer,  and  also  well  knowing 
that  the  longer  the  question  remained  undecided^  the  shar- 
per would  be  the  competition,  promptly  appointed  Mr, 
Conkling. 

This  appointment  was  complained  of,  especially  by  the 
bucktail  Adams  men,  because  Cockling  was  a  Clintonian. 
Their  newspapers  generally  spoke  against  it,  and  my  im- 
pression is,  that  even  the  cautious  editor  of  the  New-York 
American  denounced  Mr.  Adams  for  appointing  a  man  to 
a  high  office,  "whose  principal  merit  consisted  in  his  hav- 
ing recently  accompanied  Mr.  Clinton  on  an  electioneer- 
ing tour  for  the  presidency  through  the  western  states." 


Fdrtiapo  it  may  be  as  well. to  reauurk  bev^  tbat'lhe  higb 
minded  federalists  were  msaj:!/  all  of  them,  aupporteiV' 
of  Mr,  Adams^  As  they  w^ra,  at  all  tkaes,  iofviiieiUy 
hostile  to  Mr*  Clintoa,  may  not  the  fact  that  A^ams,  ia 
this  al^e^  was  considered  the  natoral  rival  of  CIiirtcM^ 
have  predisppsed  the  hig^  rnindad.  gentlMneit  in  iavor  of 
Mr,  AibuQs  't 

The  discontent  on  accouot  of  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
ConjUwg  aa  district Judg^v  soon  subsided,  and  his  nomin»- 
tioo.was  confirroed.  in  the  senate  by  nearly  an  unanimoui' 
vote,  with  .the  approbation  of  the  judiciary  cominittee^  of' 
which  Mn  Van  Burea  was  chairmaa* 

On  the  2nd  day  of  November,  the  completion  of  'ikm» 
canalpf^was  celebrated^  The^  disobarge  of  eaonoii  ccn>- 
mencing  at  Buffalo,  continued  along  the  whole  Kne  of  lixb^i 
canal  from  Lake  Erie  to  the  Hudson.  An  inamense  num- 
ber of  people  assembled  at  Albany  ;  and  two  canal  boats^ 
the  Seneca  Chief  and  Young  Lion  of  the  West,  from  Buf* 
falo,  in  which  were  the  governor,  canal  commissioners,  the 
principal  state  officers,  and  distinguished  citizens  of  Alba- 
ny and  from  other  parts  of  the  state,  descended  throu^ 
the  lock  into  the  Albany  basin,  accompanied  with  the  ac- 
clamations of  a  vast  crowd  of  exulting  spectators.  At  the 
ci^itol,  the  governor  and  canal  commissioQers  wemad- 
dieaaefl  by  Philip  Hocie,  E^.  in  behalf  of  a  committoi^' 
from  the  city  of  New- York,  congratulating  them  on  the  - 
sMcc^sitful  termination  of  the  great  and  magntfioent  unde>r- 
taking.  This  was  a  proud  day  for  the  state  of  New- 
Ypvk^  and  especially  to  the  origiiial  friends  and  patrons  of 
ow  splendid  system  of  internal  iniptovements* 

But  wbile  the  leading  friends  of  Gov.  Clinton  were  em- 
uUii^  in  the  success  of  his  favorite  measure,  and  channt 
ing,  the  praises  of  their  chief,  his  opponents  wei^e  actiirely 
bMi,  rather  silently  engaged  anaong  the  people  of  every 
CQniitj^^ the  stated  alajnningaometivilh  ike  terrora  of  M^ 
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ralimn ;  excitiDg  the  jealousy  of  one  class  of  citizens  ;  and 
encouraging  the  hope  of  office  and  its  emoluments  in 
others^  and  urging  all  to  abandon  the  standard  of  an  indi- 
yidual,  and  again  unite  with  the  great  republican  party  in 
the  state.  These  appeals  produced  an  effect  which  disap- 
pointed the  expectation  even  of  the  leaders  of  the  party 
opposed  to  the  governor ;  and  the  friends  of  the  state  ad- 
ministration could  scarcely  believe  their  own  eyes,  when 
they  read  the  accounts,  which  proved  beyond  question  or 
cavil,. that  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  assembly 
elect,  were  of  the  party  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Clinton  and 
bis  administration.  Col.  Young  was  elected  from  Sara- 
toga, and  Gen.  Root  from  Delaware  county. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  senators  elected  this 
year: 

From  the  First  District,  Joshua  Smith, 

**       Second  do.,      Peter  R.  Livingston, 
"       Third     do.,      Ambrose  L.  Jordan, 
«       Fourth  do.,      John  L.  Viele, 
"       Fifth      do.,      Charles  Stebbins, 
;^       Sixth      do.,      Peter  Hager,  2nd, 
"        Seventh  do.,      Truman  Hart, 
'<       Eighth   do.,      Ethan  B.  Allen. 
Messrs.  Livingston,  Stebbins  and  Hager  were  opposed, 
and  the  residue  of  the  senators  elected  were  in  favor  of 
supporting  the  administration  of  the  governor. 

It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  both  at  this  and  the  next 
year's  election,  the  presidential  question  was  entirely  kept 
out  of  view  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  who  had  inculcated  on  his 
friends  on  that  question  the  duty  of  ^*  non-committalism  f* 
and  such  was  the  address  with  which  the  leaders  managed, 
and  the  effect  of  party  discipline,  that  no  person  on  that 
side  of  the  question,  who  interfered  with  the  election,  ut^ 
tered  a  single  word  either  for  or  against  the  national  ad- 
miaisfraiiQa*     The  sote  and  only  question  was  between 
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Ihofle  who  were  for  and  those  who  were  against  Mr.  Clin-  i  • 
Ion.  This  statement  may  seem  to  contradict  what  I  have 
said,  that  after  the  presidential  election,  the  Albany  Re- 
gency afiTorded  evidence  of  a  conciliatory  disposition  to- 
wards Mr.  Clinton.  But  those  who  look  deeply  into  the 
transactions  of  that  day,  will  perceive  that  both  statements 
may  be,  and  are,  true.  While  Mr.  Van  Buren  desired  to  * 
be  on  a  better  footing  with  Mr.  Clinton,  even  politically, 
he  still  wished  to  strengthen  himself.  This  he  could  not 
do  in  any  other  way  than  by  endeavoring  to  increase  the 
numbers  of  the  old  Bucktail  party  in  the  legislature  and 
among  the  people  ;  and  be  probably  believed,  that  should 
it  become  necessary  to  act  in  concert  with  Mr.  Clinton  at 
the  next  presidential  election,  circumstances  would  occur 
which  would  afford  him  plausible  reasons  for  doing  so. 
At  any  rate,  it  would  not  injure,  and  might  benefit  him, 
to  increase  the  number  of  his  political  friends  upon  old 
party  grounds. 

Congress  met  on  the  first  Monday  of  December.  Of 
the  members  of  the  house  of  repi^sentatives,  103  out  of 
213  were  present.  They  proceeded  immediately  to  bal- 
lot for  speaker,  and  on  the  first  ballot  there  appeared,  for 
Mr.  John  W.  Taylor,  of  N.  Y.  89  votes  ;  J.  W.  Campbell, 
of  CMiio,  41  ;  Louis  McLane,  of  Th\.  36  ;  A.  Stevenson, 
of  Va.  17  ;  L.  Condict,  of  N.  J.  6  ;  scattering,  5. 

Neither  of  the  candidates  having  received  the  requisite 
number  of  votes  to  constitute  an  election,  [97,]  a  second 
ballot  was  taken,  which  resulted  as  follows  : — ^John  W. 
Taylor,  99 ;  John  W.  Campbell,  42 ;  Louis  McLane,  44 ; 
A.  Steveson,  5  ;  Scattering,  3, 

Mr.  Taylor  having  on  this  ballot  a  majority  of  all  the 
TOteSy  was  declared  duly  elected. 
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CHAPTER  XXXII. 

JAHTARt  1,  leOB,  TO  JAKUAR7  1,  1897 


The  legiaiatura  met  on  the  third  day  of  January  4l 
the  usual  caucus  of  the  democratic  ipemberB  of  the  as- 
sembly on  the  evening  preceding^  CoL  Young  was  oomiBa* 
ted  for  speaker.  From  what  took  place  the  nexi  momiag, 
it  is  probable  that  Stephen  Allen,  a  worthy  and  highly 
respectable  member  from  the  city  of  New- York,  was  sup- 
ported in  caucus  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Youngs  My  iia« 
pression  is,  that  the  New-York  members  and  some  of  the 
more  ardent  friends  of  the  state  road,  advocated  his  nom- 
ination. He  was,  however,  out-voted  by  the  friends  of 
Mr.  Young.  In  the  morning,  when  the  house  assembled, 
Mr.  Allen  having  probably  received  an  intimation  that  the 
Clintonians  intended  to  vote  for  him  as  speaker,  stated 
that  he  had  been  informed  he  was  considered  a  candidate 
for  speaker,  and  that  some  gentlemen  had  prepared  bal- 
lots for  him ;  but  he  was  desirous  to  have  it  understood, 
if  such  was  the  fact,  that  it  was  without  his  consent  Oo 
being  inquired  of  whetlmr  he  would  serve  if  elected^  he 
replied  that  his  '*  inclinatipn  was  averse  to  it"  The  hposo 
then  proceeded  to  a  ballot,  when  Samuel  Young  had  sixty- 
fiye  votes — Allen  fifty-four,  and  there  were  three  blaolu. 
Edward  Livingston  was  chosen  clerk  by  a  vote  of  sixty- 
six  to  fifty-five.  The  vote  on  the  question  of  q)eaker 
probably  shows  nearly  the  relative  strength  of  parties  in 
the  house. 

This  assembly  contained  considerable  talent  Of  the 
Clintonian  portion  of  that  body,  Francis  Granger  of  On- 
tario, Theodore  Sill  of  Oneida,  Aaron  Vanderpooi,  of 
Columbia,  and  Samuel  S.  Lush  of  Albany,  were  among 
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the  moat  prominent.  Mr.  Granger  had  commenced  his 
career  in  public  life  as  a  member  of  the  last  assembly,  and 
he  began  now  to  discover  those  talents  and  that  p^cufiar 
tact  and  address  by  which  he  was  subsequently  so  much 
distinguished.* 

On  the  other  hand.  Young,  Root,  Allen,  Beardsley 
from  Otsego,  Woodcock  from  Tompkins,  Cowles  from 
Putnam,  and  Bucklin  from  Jefferson,  were  among  the 
most  talented  and  efficient  of  the  democratic  nriembers. 
Mr.  Woodcock  had  been  a  member  of  congress,  but 
Beardsley,  Cowles  and  Bucklin  had  never  before  been 
members  of  a  legislative  body. 

The  governor's  message  was  well  written,  but  too  long, 
though  not  so  faulty  in  that  respect  as  most  of  his  other 
messages.  Among  other  matters  urged  upon  the  legisla- 
ture, was  the  necessity  of  further  improvements  in  our 
common  school  system  ;  and  he  recommended  the  estab- 
lishment of  seminaries  for  the  especial  purpose  of  instruct- 
ing and  fitting  persons  to  become  teachers  of  common 
schools.  He  also  repeated  his  recommendation  in  favor 
of  the  construction,  at  the  public  expense,  of  a  state  road 
through  the  south-western  tier  of  counties.  These  were 
the  only  new  measures  which  he  specifically  recommend- 
ed. He  concluded  with  an  earnest  exhortation  of  an 
^  union  of  all  heads,  all  hearts  and  all  hands,"  in  efforts 
to  advance  the  interest  of  our  common  country. 

Early  in  the  session  a  bill  provided  for  the  election  of 
a  senator  of  the  United  States  was  introduced  into  the 
senate.  The  bill  as  drawn  did  not  change  the  mode  of 
proceeding  in  the  choice  as  then  by  law  established. 

Mr.  Ogden  offered  an  amendment,  which  directed  that 
the  two  houses,  instead  of  openly  nominating,  should  by 
resolution  respectively  appoint  such  person  for  senator  as 
they  thought  proper ;  that  they  should  then  meet  and  com- 
pare resolutions,  and  if  the  resolutions  agreed,  the  persoD 

*TlMiKtii«niMaiM.   TliliWMlCr.Gnuiiai*tflni 
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named  therein  should  be  declared  duly  elected  ;  if  the  two^ 
houses  differed  in  the  their  resolutions,  then  they  were  to 
ejlect  by  joint  ballot  This  did  not«  in  substance,  vary  the 
law  as  it  then  was,  but  even  this  alteration,  slight  as  it 
was,  was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  sixteen  to  fourteen..  Mr* 
Wright  and  others,  who  hud  the  preceeding  winter  voted 
for  the  appointment  of  Tallmadge  and  Tracy  by  joint  re^ 
solution,  now  voting  in  the  negative.  Strange,  that  ia 
1825  the  position  was  a  sound  one,  that  the  senate  ought 
to  possess  equal  power  with  the  assembly,  in  case  of  a  dis« 
agreement  as  to  the  person  who  ought  to  be  elected  United 
States  senator,  and  that  in  1826  the  same  position  should 
be  wrong.  I  have  mentioned  particularly  Mr.  Wright  as 
heiog  involved  in  this  absurdity,  because  he  has  ever  since 
been  in  the  public  service,  and  has  occupied,  and  now  oc- 
cupies, a  distinguished  and  elevated  standing  as  a  man  of  • 
talents  and  an  able  statesman.  But  in  justice  to  him,  it. 
ought  to  be  remarked,  as  I  have  somewhere  before  done, 
that  he  was  then  a  young  man,  inexperienced  in  legisla* 
tion,  and  that,  although  on  the  occasion  to  which  I  have, 
referred,  his  conduct  appears  to  have  been  disingenuoufl^ 
he  has.  during  many  years  of  service  as  a  senator  of  the 
United  States,  given  proofs,  not  only  of  talent  of  the 
highest  order,  but,  to  say  the  least,  of  consistency  and 
fearlessness  as  a  legislator. 

A  feeble  attempt  was  made,  by  the  friends  of  Mr.  Al- 
bert H.  Tracy,  in  some  of  the  western  papers,  again  to 
support  him  as  a  candidate  for  the  United  States  senate.. 
But  Mr.  Traoy  must  have  soon  discovered  that  those  gen- 
tlemen who  manifested  a  disposition  friendly  to  his  eleo 
tbn  when  his  name  could  be  used  to  aid  to  the  defeat  of 
Chief  Justice  Spencer,  had  no  inclinalion  to  sustain  him 
after  that  object  had  been  aocomplishitd. 

Ndthan  Sanford,  who  was^  then  chaaceilor,  was.  nomi- 
n^tfid  by. a  legislative  caocausAod,) affair  rfoeiwig  tbal 
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Domimifioii,  resigned  his  office  as  chancellor  ;  and  he  was 
thereupon  immediately  elected  as  the  successor  of  Rufus 
Ring,  by  nearly  an  unanimous  vote  of  both  houses  of  thlB 
legislature; 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  several  others,  leading  men  of  the 
old  Crawford  party  at  Washington,  had,  by  this  time, 
come  to  the  conclusion  to  support  Gen.  Jackson  for  the 
next  pnesidency  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Adams.  The  strong 
popular  vote  which,  in  despite  of  th6  efforts '  of  the 
Adams,  Clay  and  Crawford  parties,  the  generaf  had  re- 
ceived at  the  last  election,  probably  had  mb^h  eflfect'  in  in- 
ducing them  to  come  to  this  concJQsion.  It  furnished, 
ready  formed,  a  large  capital  which  the  Crawford  party 
sftw  they  could  add  to  their  own,  simply  by  consenting  to 
recdve  it.  They  knew  too,  that  the  chivalric  bravery  of 
General  Jackson,  his  brilliant  success  in  the  late  war,  and 
the  many  popular  and  fascin^Sittng  points  in  his  character, 
would,  when  supported  by  Sbch  a  compact,  disciplined  as- 
flOcifltion  as  was  the  Crawford  party  in  many  of  the  states  of 
the  Union,  render  this  eictraordinary  man  irresistable  as  a 
candidate  before  the  people.  If  he  was  not  a  learned 
lawyer  and  civilian,  he  was  lit  any  rate  a  man  of 'a  clear 
discriminating  mind,  and  if  he 'was  subject  td'  rashness 
aind  precipitancy,  they  thought  they  could  surround' him 
with  friends  and  advisers  who  would  teep  him  within  due 
bounds.  True,  the  Crawford'  men  in'  this  state  had,  in' 
IS24  and  1825,  manifested  th<e  utmost  horror  at  the  least' 
prospect  of  his  election,  and  Mr.  Cl^^ford  himself  was 
known  to  have  expressed  very  unfavorable  opinions  of 
Mm,  but  a  better  knowledge  c/  the  man,  and  above  all,  a 
idbd  of  political  necessfty,-  had  materially  changed  their 
views. 

This '  determination '  iriddced' Mr.  V4n  Buren  and  his 
cOiifidential  friendis  at  Aibany^  td  pfertfevere  in  cultivating 
a  good  understanding  with  Mr.  CliDton.    Interviews  were' 
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had  between  the  friends  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  the  gover- 
nor. Suggestions  were  made,  that  if  the  democratic  party 
could  be  brought  to  consent  to  it,  no  opposition  candidate 
would  be  supported  against  Mr.  Clinton  at  the  next  guber- 
natorial election.  Mr.  Benjamin  Koower,  the  late  treasu- 
rer, of  whose  character  for  discernment  and  sagacity  I. 
have  before  spoken,  was  the  principal  agent  of  the  Craw* 
ford  party  in  carrying  on  these  negotiations.  Nothing 
decisive,  however,  could  be  settled  for  this  obvious  reason. 
Mr.  Knower,  although  he  could  stipulate  for  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  Comptroller  Marcy,  &c.,  could  not  engage  for  the 
majority  of  his  party«  among  whom  very  strong  prejudices 
still  existed  against  Mr.  Clinton  ;  nor  could  the  governor, 
however  conscious  he  might  be  of  the  continued  confi* 
dence  and  esteem  of  his  old  political  friends,  stipulate  that 
they  would  support  Gen.  Jackson,  jati  least  three-fourths 
of  whom,  it  was  pretty  well  known,  were  inclined  to  bus* 
tain  Mr.  Adams  and  his  administration. 

While  such  was  the  situation  of  the  prominent  parti- 
sans of  the  day,  the  office  of  chancellor  became  vacant 
Samuel  Jones,  an  eminent  lawyer,  son  of  the  old  comp- 
troller of  the  same  name,  was  a  relative  (  a  cousin,  I  bo> 
licve)  to  the  present  Mrs.  Clinton.  The  governor  imme- 
diately fixed  upon  him  as  the  successor  of  Mr.  Sanrord^ 
and  he  forthwith  nominated  him  to  the  senate.  Mr.  Jones 
had  been  an  old  and  uniform  federalist  during  ail  the 
phases  which  political  parties  had  a98umed,  for  a  quarter 
of  a  century  past  in  the  state  of  New- York.  The  senate, 
nevertheless,  under  the  advice  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  friends, 
without  a  moment's  delay,  and,  as  I  believe,  without  the 
usual  formality  of  a  reference  to  a  committee,  confirmed 
the  nomination.  This  prompt  acquiescence  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  his  friend  by  the  Van  Buren  party  in  the  senate, 
produced  a  very  strong  impression  on  the  mind  of  Mn 
Clinton. 
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Chief  Justice  Siilvage,  and  some  of  his  personal  friends, 
were  dissatisfied  with '  the  precipitancy  with  which  this 
business  wai% conducted ;  and  it' seems  to  me  they  had 
ground  for  complaint  Heretofore  H  had  been  usual — ^in- 
deed, since  the  organization  of  the  govemnient,  it  had 
been  the  constant  practice,  to  appoint  the  chief  justice 
chancellor  whenever  that  office  became  vacant  Judge 
Savage  would  not  have  accepted  the  appointment,  had  it 
been  tendered  to  him  ;  but,  although  he  was  a  very  nK>d- 
est  man,  like  most  other  men  of  that  character,  he  was 
extremely  sensative.  He  therefore  felt  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Jones,  without  previous  consultation  with  himself, 
as  personally  offensive. 

It  was  a  defect  in  the  character  of  Mr.  Clinton,  as  a 
public  man,  that  he  was  too  ajpt  to  be  regardless  of  the 
feelings  of  others,  especially  if  they  were  political  oppo- 
nents. By  this  means,  he  frequently  converted  political 
adversaries  into  personal  enemies.  While  such  conduct 
was  obviously  injudicious,  perhaps  it  may  be  viewed  as  an 
evidence  of  his  independence  and  integrity  ;  at  least  it 
obviates  all  possible  grounds  upon  which  to  found  a  charge 
of  hypocrisy  against  him.  Still,  when  a  public  man  can 
avoid  making  personal  enemies  without  being  guilty  of 
dissimulation,  he  ought  unquestionably  to  do  so.  In  this 
respect,  Mr.  Van  Buren  is  directly  the  reverse  of  Mr. 
Clinton.  Through  his  whole  life  he  has  been  careful  not 
to  afford  any  just  cause  fdr  a  political  opponent  to  become 
his  personal  enemy, — a  trait  in  his  character  which  I  deem 
highly  commendable. 

The  appointment  of  Mr.  Jones,  so  far  as  the  character 
of  the  judiciary  of  the  state  was  concerned,  was  an  excel- 
lent one,  and  in  all  respects  unexceptionable. 

About  the  same  time,  Mr.  BaUwin  resigned  the  recwd- 
ership  of  Albany,  and  Col.  McKown,  another  friend  of 
Mr.  Clinton^  who,  it  will  be  recoUected,  mad&  the  elo- 
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quent  ndirm  on  .the  .oocmoq  pf  hii  mnorol  fnpm  the 
office  of  canal  cQmminiioiier,  .was  /appopiftl^  in  h»  plai9 
without  oppo0ition  from,  thp  ^ei^ate. 

The  termof  pfiice pf ,th9 alale offic^raeifmd t^year, 
•nd  in  the  moiUh  of  Pehniary  the  legislatqrey  after  the 
uBual  prelimioi^iy  pfmoi^fefly .  proceeded  to  make  the  ap- 
pointments. 

The  fecreUuy  of  aiiUi^,  Mr.  John  Van,  New  Tates,  waf^ 
in  the  year,  1834,  a.pe<^efdnian,  and  he  continued  warm* 
ly  opposed  to  the  Cra^ord  par^.  Althpogfa,  like  hia 
father,  the  chief  jus^ce,  he  was  possessed  of  fine  sooial 
qualities  and  ^n  exceedingly  plausible  es^terior,  he  waa 
naturally  a  little  vindictive  in  his  feelingii.  For  these  aii4 
other  reasons,  the  party  holding  the  majority  in  the  legis- 
iatnre  were  determined  on  his  removal ;  and  as  he  was  a 
warm  friend  of  Mr.  Adams,  neither  Mr.  Clinton  nor  his 
friends  in  the  legislature  who  wyere  favorable  to  General 
Jackson,  of  whom  Messrs.  Golden  and  Viele  of  the  senate 
were  the  most  ,profniaeBt,.fjalt  ai^  very  strong  desire  to 
retain  hiqtv 

At  the  legjiflative  caucus  Mr.  FU^  was  joominated  se- 
cretary pf  state.  From  the  very  aptive  part  which  this 
gentleman  had  taken  in  opposition  to  4he  electoral  laW  in 
1896,  and  from  hisi)res<^Qt  nomination,  it  was  evident  thai 
a  majority  of  this  legisiatuce  were  determined  to  sustain 
the  party  who  bad  oppoped  jthart  foeasui^ey  notwithstanding 
that  opposiuojD  4md  beie^  }So  /signaUy  rebuked  by  the 
people* 

On  the  14th  February,  the  legislatoro proceeded  to  make 
tjhe  ^ppoiiitmentn.^ 

;  In  the  sanate  Mr.  Flagg  xeeeiy^d  jsioet^n  votes,  find 
Mr.  Yates  eigh^  In  4b^  l>pus^,  aiiUyntwo  votes  were 
0,ven  to  Mf'  )Fiagft  ajwl  twwty-^ven  ,|o  ^r.  Yateiu  The 
▼lii^te  if^tabout  th^  saip^  between  Mr.  Keyser.aod  Dodor 
8w^W»  fiw  M««P«wr*    Itfr.  Hnf^y  was  reelected  comf^ 


mMt^rfimt'^mffl'A,  7aicdt  attorney  general,  t^olohel 
M«dr  tWWftniWliry'gWieral,  and  Simeon  De  Witt  stiTveyOr 
genemi,  byivearty  dh 'crnanimous  vote.  ' 

Ontbelinstdtiy  ^^f'tke  seMion,  Jasper  Ward,  a  senator 
ikom  tbe  first  dii^trict,  made  a  communication  to  the  ^en-^ 
-ale,  stilting  that  charges  had  been  made  against  him  in  the 
New-York  American  and  Evening  Post,  during  the  recesa 
ef^the  tfenftte,  that  "  as  ati  inducement  to  effect  the  passage 
of  anatriendment  to  the  act  incorporating  the  Chatham 
ioBurance  Company,  and  the  passage  of  the  act  hicorpo- 
ratmg  the  j£tna  Insurance  Company  of  said  city,  he  ha3 
been  guilty  of  corrupt  conduct  as  a  senator  of  this  8tAte« 
The  senate  will  know,  said  Mr.  Ward,  the  importance  of 
presernng  the  integrity  of  their  own  body,  and  how  to 
maintain  their  own  honor.  As  a  member  of  that  body, 
and  to  vindicate  my  own  reputation  from  the  base  standem 
1^  which  it  has  been  assailed,  I  consider  myself  also  en- 
Ihled  to  demand  from  them  an^rfficial  inquiry  fnto  the  stib- 
ject ;  «nd  I  therefore  respectfully  reqaes^  that  measure 
tnay  be  triten  by  the  honorable  the  senate,  eflectually  to 
iDvestigate  the  charges  alluded  to,  and  to  estabfish  th^ 
troth  or  falsity." 

From  this  bold  and  confident  appeal,  one  would  be  led 
lomippose  that  Mr.  Ward  was  an  innocent  and  irijur^ 
man.  But  the  result  of  the  investigation,  which  he  to 
mmefiAj  mvited  and  ^^demandedj^^  furnished  another 
proof  of  die  soundness  of  the  ma^im,  *^Let  not  him  thtfl 
putteth  on  his  armor,  boast  as  he  who  taketh  it  oflT." 

Mr.  Spencer  moved  the  reference  of  this  communica 
Hen  to«  velect  committee.  On  the  25th  February,  Mr. 
Wright  firom  the  select  committee  of  investigation,  made 
m  ^ery  long  report,  containing  a  great  mass  of  testimony, 
iad  diBolosmg  very  foul  and  disgusting  transactions.  After 
praaenliiig  tbe  report,  Mr.  Wright  offered  the  following 
MModu^Ds ;  bcit  befoi^  they  were  read,  Mr.  Wright  re- 
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marked  in  substance,  that  the  commillee  deemed  <'  thitt 
it  came  not  within  their  province  to  do  more  than 
examine  mto  the  case  and  report  a  statement  of  facts. 
That  had  been  done«  and  it  now  remained  for  the  senate 
to  adopt  such  measures  as  were  calculated  to  sustain  its 
honor,  and  do  justice  to  the  member  charged  with  corrup- 
tion. It  was  with  pain  that  he  felt  compelled^  from  a 
sense  of  duty,  to  offer  the  resolutions  he  was  about  to  sub- 
mit, and  in  doing  so,  he  wished  to  be  expressly  under- 
stood, that  his  object  was  to  ascertain  the  sense  of  the 
senate  as  to  the  extent  of  the  guilt  of  the  gentleman  im- 
plicated by  the  testimony." 

'*  Resoloedy  That  the  conduct  of  Jasper  Ward  a  sena- 
tor from  the  first  senate  district,  and  the  means  used  l^ 
him,  in  obtaining  the  passage,  through  the  legislature,  of 
the  act  entitled  'An  act  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Chat- 
ham Fire  Insurance  Company,'  and  also  bis  conduct  and 
the  means  used  by  him,  in  obtaining  the  passage  of  the 
act  entitled  *An  act  to  incorporate  the  ^tna  Fire  Insu- 
rance company  of  New- York,'  were  a  violation  of  bis 
duties  as  a  senator,  affording  a  pernicious  and  dangerous 
example,  tending  to  corrupt  the  public  morals  and  to  im- 
pair the  public  confidence  in  the  integrity  of  the  legisla- 
^re  ;  and  that  his  conduct  in  these  respects  deserves  and 
should  receive  severe  reprehension  : 

"  Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  said  Jasper  Ward,  senar 
lor  as  aforesaid,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  expelled  the 


From  the  testimony  as  reported,  there  is  not  the  least 
doubt  but  that  the^e  resolutions  would  have  passed,  and 
Mr.  Ward  would  have  been  expelled  ;  but  on  the  first  day 
of  March,  he  resigned  his  seat  in  the  senate,  and  further 
proceedings  against  him  were  suspended.  This  act  of 
Mr.  Ward,  which,  in  the  view  of  all  impartial  mci^ 
amounted  to  an  admission  of  his  guilt,  was  but  a  sorry  com- 
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laent  upon  hm  confident  assertion  of  his  innocence,  and  his 
challenge  of  an  investigation  at  the  commencement  of  the 
session. 

It  seems  to  me,  that  in  all  cases  where  there  is  reasona- 
ble ground  to  suspect  that  an  act  of  incorporation,  grant- 
ing extensive  privileges,  has  been  passed  by  corrupt 
means  or  false  representations,  the  attorney  general  6ught 
forthwith  to  institute  legal  proceedings  against  such  com- 
fmnies,  with  a  view  that  the  proper  judicial  tribunals 
should  declare  such  acts  of  incorporation  void.  Char- 
ters are  put  on  the  footing  of  contracts,  and  the  public, 
through  their  representatives,  being  considered  as  one 
party,  and  the  individuals  composing  the  cor|x>ration  an- 
other ;  it  has  been  very  properly  held,  that  the  iegislatuie 
being  one  of  the  parties  to  a  contract,  could  not,  by  their 
sole  act,  annul  it  But  contracts  between  individuals, 
when  effected  by  corrupt  means,  or  even  by  false  repre- 
sentations, are  void  at  common  law.  Ought  not  charters 
to  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  t  -  It  may  be  said,  that 
in  all  the  charters  recently  granted,  a  power  (o  repeal  is 
reserved ;  but  it  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  that  the  same 
corrupt  and  fraudulent  means  which  have  been  used  in 
(MX>curing  charters,  may  be  used  to  prevent  their  repeal. 

On  the  4th  of  February  Mr.  Spencer,  from  the  com- 
mittee on  literature,  made  a  very  able  report  to  the  senate 
on  that  part  of  the  governor's  message  which  related  to 
common  schools,  and  brought  in  a  bill  to  increase  the 
common  school  fund,  to  promote  the  education  of  teach- 
ers, and  to  regulate  their  appointment,  but  no  efiectual 
action  was  had  upon  the  r(3port  during  the  session. 

Resolutions  recommending  an  amendment  to  the  con- 
stitution, with  a  view  to  the  extension  of  the  right  of 
suSrage,  and  directing  the  election  of  justices  of  the  peace 
by  the  people  of  the  respective  towns,  in  pursuance  of 
the  suggestions  id  the  governor's  message,  were  intro* 
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4liioed>n<di|W»ii^  bjr  both  bcHuiea.  Ia  the  vMMmUlor  i 
resotut^MW  .w«re  jealously  oppoeed  by.Oen.  Ropt,  imiio 
consistent  with  the  course  he  had  pursued  in  the  oodwo- 
tion  in.l8l21,fpi|e«9nted  stthsWDliaJly  the  <4fUBe  ;«rgiiiMnts 
to  ttoo  9fimoMiy  >wbicb  he  had  ui^ged  4n  the  confontiiD. 
He  wiL8.^bofMHwr»  on  .this  occafkin,.afaandoiiBd  by  GciL 
Yauiiig>4l9d  jJli^iOtber<^d  friends,  who  an  itiie  dugtmwm 
iion.h«d.ii||l90EtQd.tbejpr»ciplQft  which  be  thenfui  'mom 
adyooiaied.  Tbe  peookitioD  for  the  election  of  yuAam 
passed  bjr,oaejb.uodi^4iAd  seven  i|yes,  to  fiournoea. 

It  was  9arly  in  the  sessioa  asoertained  that  a  mmA  ^» 
jRiidabletopipaiiition  esdsted  in  both  houses  tto  the:pDS]edt 
of  maUog. the «itate  road  ;  and  the  friends  of  themeaaiva 
being  apprehensive  that  when  the  GonunissioDeiB  ;8houUi 
as  biy  law  they  were  required  to  do,  report  tbeiDoato  whioh 
in  their  judgment,  ought  to  be  preferred,  that  oppasilioa 
would  be  .ao  couch  increased  diat  the  noeaaare  would,  in 
all  human  probability,  be  defeated  ;  the  joint  eomniittoa 
therelbre,  a  nM|ority  of  whom  ware  in  favor  ef  the  voad, 
after  pbtaiaing  from  the  commissiooeffs  a  oonMnoaicatiatt 
showingithe  practicability  of  the  scheme,  aad  en  eatiinata 
pf;  the  probable  espeose,  and  before  tbay  had«Deponed'ta 
the  leg^latinre,  reported  a  bill  providing  for  the  oonatrae* 
tion  of  4he  road  aad  makiag  the  necesary  appropriation 
of  money  to -de&ay  <the  expeoae  of  auch  ocinatriictioii. 
The  biH  was  .brought  ieta  the  aasembly,  but  after 'conaide* 
rable  discussion  i^  that  house,  it  was  asoertained  <that  a 
majority^of  the  members  weuldnot  act  on  the  qoaafioa 
until  the  commissioners  should  make  their  final  report  to 
the  legislatNffe* 

On  the  .f^Qth.of  Harch,  the  commissioners  reported. 
Two  great  roiUes,  called  the  northern  end  southern,  were 
respectively  .urged  on  the  commissbnerB.  Both  route* 
would  commence  at  one  point  on  Lake  Erie,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Chautauqua,  and  les^  to  Bath,  in  the  ooimty  of  8ta»* 
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ten,  bu(  frocn  Bath  the  north  route  led  to Jtbaci^,  fUMi  from 
tbenoe  of  Catskill,  in  the  county  of  Greene ;  while  lbs 
fmtlpem  route  proceeded  from  ,6ath  to  Painted  Post ; 
ihw^  «loQg  the  Chemung  river  to  Now  Town  ;  from 
tlifiope  to  Binghamton,  and  thence  through  the  counties 
M*  Delaware,  Sullivan  and  Orayigq,  to  the  Hudson  river 
ft^Nyikcl^rln  the  county  of  Rockland*  The  commiasiQoexi 
P9^erred  the  northern  route  and  ''they  reoomiDepd  that 
ii.be  located  from  Bath  to  the  head  of  Seneca  lake-^from 
the  heiul  of  Seneca  to  the  villi^  jof  Ithaca— thence  to 
t|w  rTillage  of  Unadilla,  in  the  county  of  Otaego-^tlienM 
Iqr  tihe  way  of  Delhi,  in  the  county  of  Delaware,  to  the 
village  of  Madison,  and  from  thence  to  the  Hudson  riveir, 
i^tlior  at  the  village  of  Athens  or  CatakiU,  as  shall  bsr 
domifd  most  eiipedient  by  the  person  or  persons  who  nmy 
1^  law  be  authorized  to  lay  oat  the  Toad." 

By  the  act  under  which  the  commissioners  were  ap- 
poiirted,  it  was  e^xpressly  made  their  duty  to  designate 
whgt  in  their  judgment  would  be  the  best  route  for  a  read 
fipm  Lake  Erie  to  the  Hudson  river ;  they  therefore  made 
tfits  recominendation  in  pursuance  of  the  peremptory  di- 
rections of  the  act  ''  Here,"  say  the  commissioneffs,  ^  in 
sl^ot  copformity  to  the  terms  of  the  act  of  the  HDth  April 
last,  the  remarks  of  the  commissioners  ought  to  dose ;  btit 
entertaining  as  they  do^  an  opinion  that  the  plan  of  con- 
slruqtiias  one  line  of  road  from  the  Hudson  to  Lake  Erie, 
is-oot  Ibe  best  mode  of  applying  ;the  resources  of  the  state 
tp  the  improvement  of  the  country  between  the  Erie  canal 
and  Abe  Pennsylvania  Une,  they  beg  leave  most  respect- 
fully to  suggest  a  plan  of  imparovemeni,  in  their  judgmeirt 
better  adapted  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  object  in- 
tended to  be  attained,  and  more  commensurate  with  the 
wMts  and  wishes  of  the  great  mass  of  population  indud 
ed  in  the  territory  soqth  pf  Ihe  line  of  the  Bine  canal 
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'  **  That  one  continuous  roate  will  not  be  cotnmensarate 
with  the  necessities  of  this  great  section  of  the  state,  is 
most  evident ;  for  should  the  most  northern  route  be  fixed 
upon  by  legislative  enactment,  the  citizens  residing  in  the 
sonthern  part  of  Delaware  county,  and  in  the  valleys 
of  the  Susquehannah  and  Chemung,  must  of  necessity 
approach  it  by  travelling  at  nearly  right  angles^  an  average 
distance  of  forty  miles :  and  should  the  southern  route 
alone  be  adopted,  the  citizens  upon  the  northern  locatioil 
would  be  subjected  to  the  like  inconvenience',  while  the 
peculiar  fonifiation  of  the  country  is  such  as  not  to  admit  c^ 
an  intermediate  route  between  the  northern  and  southern 
locations. 

'' Notwithstanding  the  palpable  necessity  of  opening  a' 
communication  from  the  junction  of  east  and  west  Dela* 
ware,  at  Shohocken,  to  the  Hudson  river,  it  is  an  indispu- 
table fact,  that  such  is  the  sterility  of  the  country,  and  the 
poverty  of  the  inhabitants  along  the  banks  of  the  Dela- 
ware, that  many  years  must  elapse  before  any  hope  can 
be  entertained  that  such  communication  will  be  opened, 
unless  efiected  by  the  state.  On  the  other  hand  it  is  to' 
be  remarked,  that  there  is  at  present  no  communication 
from  the  head  of  Seneca  lake  to  Bath,  a  communication 
highly  important  to  that  section  of  the  state,  and  that  this 
cannot  be  efiected  vdthout  aid  from  the  public  treasury. 
The  commissioners  therefore  recommend,  that  instead  of 
constructing  one  continuous  line  of  road  from  the  Hudson 
river  to  Lake  Erie,  a  road  be  constructed  from  the  head 
of  the  west  branch  of  the  Delaware,  in  Delaware  county, 
through  Unadilla,  Ithaca,  and  the  head  of  Seneca  lake  to 
Bath,  and  from  Bath  through  Angelica  and  Ellicottville, 
to  the  town  of  Gerry,  in  the  county  of  Chautauque.  From 
this  place  a  road  can  and  will,  no  doubt,  be  made  by  pri- 
vate enterprise,  to  Dunkirk,  and  to  Portland  by  the  way 
of  Mayville.     That  from  Bath  to  Russell's  tavern,  four 
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niiies  eMt  of  Binghamtoni  on  the  southern  route,  a  most 
exoelient  road  oan  be  made  at  very  small  expense.  Lit* 
de.onore  need  be  expended  than  will  be  necessary  to  widen 
ttie  narrows  mentioned  in  statement  D. 

^'  From  RusselFSy  a  road  should  be  constructed  along  the 
Cttttte  described  in  statement  D.,  either  to  Wiljiam  Gray's, 
in.  Liberty ,  in  the  county  of  Sullivan,  or  to  the  Iiackawax* 
eo  canal,  at  Wawarsing,  or  at  some  other  point  south  of 
that  place.  From  the  statement  D,  and  the  profile  with 
which  it  is  accompanied,  it  will  be  perceived,  that  one  of 
the  easiest  and  best  roads  in  the  nation  can  be  constructed 
along  the  banks  of  the  Beaver-Kill  and  Willewemock 
At  the  Lackawaxen  canal,  or  at  Liberty,  this  branch  ol 
the  state  road  should  terminate. 

*<The  northern  route,  as  has  been  remarked  should  be 
worked  at  the  expense  of  the  state,  from  Bath  to  the  head 
of  the  west  branch  of  the  Delaware,  in  the  county  of  Dela^ 
ware.  Near  this  place,  the  Durham  and  Windham  turn- 
pike btersect,  and  with  a  little  improvement,  may  be 
made  excellent  roads,  and  highly  profitable  to  the  stock- 
holders. A  diagram  herewith  submitted,  marked,  A,  A, 
presenting  in  one  view  the  whole  of  the  routes  surveyed^ 
mil  enable  the  legislature  to  perceive  how  fully  this  plan, 
if  executed,  would  satisfy  the  reasonable  expectatioas  of 
every  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  state 
lying  between  the  Hudson  river  and  Lake  Erie,  and  Penn- 
sylvania line  and  the  Erie  canal." 

The  commissioners  estimated  the  expense  of  making  the 
road  at  two  diousand  dollars  per  mile,  which,  supposing 
the  line  of  road  to  be  four  hundred  miles,  would  have  re- 
quired an  expenditure  of  less  than  a  million  of  dollars. 
But  as  well  the  project  of  a  continuous  route  contemplated 
by  the  act  of  1825,  as  that  recommended  by  the  commis** 
sioners.  met  with  an  able  and  zealous  opposition  from  the 
mfsmbers  reporesenting  the  counties  bordering  on  the  Erie 
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and  Champlaki  canah.  The  Speaker,  Col.  Yocihg^,  lln' 
Granger,  and  Mr.  SHI  of  Oneida  county,  men  of  tat 
etits  and  great  personal  influence,  exerted  all  their  eiiet^eir 
to  defeat  the  bill.  On  the  other  hand,  it,  was  stMainedf 
by  Messrs.  Root,  Vimderpoel,  Cruger  and  Woodeocky 
with  equal  zeal  and  address.  Nothing  like  pditicatpffijiK 
dice  or  partiality  mingled  in  this  contest  There  if,  beh^ 
ever,  in  this  slat^,  a  party  which  has  long  existed,  wMcb 
for  many  years  has  controlled  aH  its  great  iinandat 'mete' 
ures,  and  which,  for  aught  I  can  perceive,  is  likdy  to 
hoid,  and  perhaps  increase  its  power,  which  on-  thi«  occa^' 
sion  exerted  all  ifa  influence — I  mean  thb  Erict  Cahah- 

PAHTT. 

An  attentive  observer  will  have  seen  that  whether fA!*'^ 
eralisti^  or  democrats,  bucktails  or  Clintonians,  anii-tnaaons 
or  loco  focoff,  if  thfey  were  from  the  counties  bordering' oft 
the  Erie  canal,  they  "were  always  found  tc^ther  on  alf 
questions  in  relation  to  an^'  considerable  expenditure  of^ 
public  money,  on  all  commercial  questions,  and  on'alF 
questions  afR^cting  the  financial  concerns  of  the'  Sttit^i 
This  formidable  party,  led  by  such  able  and  talented  men* 
as  Young,  Granger  and  Sill,  finally  defeated  the  state'iPMul^ 
project.  Whether  thi«  project  was  wise,  must  be  adMtif- 
ted  questionabte ;  but  to  ine  it  is  very  certain,  that  had 
the  road  been  made,  the  southern  railroad  project  would 
ntfC  have  been  adopted,  and  the  complaints  of  the  inbidiF 
tants  of  the  southern  tier  of  counties  would  have  been 
removed.  They  would  have  been  not  only  futfy  satis- 
fied— they  would  have  been  grateful  for  the  boumy  of  the 
state. 

I  cannot  say  that  I  was  ever  in  favor  of  the  measure  in 
the  abstract.  My  opinion  on  the  subject  of  internal  itn* 
pmvements  by  tlie  state,  subsequent  to  the  completion  of 
the  grand  cunal9,  will  be  frankly  given  when  the*  pn>prt- 
etjr  of '  constructing  the  Chenango  canal  irfiall  be  conttd"^ 
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ered.  liy  biuntiefts  as  a  commisaoner  waa^  jM  1o  decide 
wk$tker  the  road  ought  to  be  made,  but  tokere  it  ought  to 
be  made.  But  to  those  who  entertain  a  difierent  opinion 
from  me  OB  tbat  subject,  and  especially  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  southern  tier  of  counties,  I  would  submit  the  fol- 
lowing*  questions : — ^Would  not  a  good  McAdamized  road 
finom  Lake  Erie  to  the  Grenesee  Valley  canal ;  from  the 
Geneaee  Valley  canal  to  the  Chemung  canal ;  from  thence 
to  the  Chenango  canal ;  from  thence  northerly  to  Potter  s 
Hollow,  where  it  would  intersect  the  Catskill  railroad, 
and  also  southerly  along  the  Beaver-Kill  through  Sullivan 
county,  to  the  Ulster  and  Delaware  canal ;  and  from  some 
:  on  that  canal  to  Goshen,  in  the  county  of  Orange, 
i€  wouM  intersect  the  railroad  now  completed  to 
that  phtee,  have  contributed  more  to  the  convenience  and 
weahh  of  those  secluded  counties,  than  the  great  southern 
railroad,  even  suppose  it  was  completed  at  an  expense  of 
twrive  millions  of  dollars?  The  improvement,  by  a 
McAdamized  road,  which  I  have  suggested,  might  have 
oeea  made  at  an  expense  of  two  millions  of  dollars.  Had 
the  phm  I  have  proposed  been  adopted,  how  many  flour- 
iahiDg  villages  would  have  sprung  up  in  that  region  of 
coonlry,  which  now  (probably,)  never  will  exist  t 

The  biH  for  constructing  the  state  road  was  finally  inde- 
finitely postponed,  by  the  close  vote  of  fifty  to  forty-eight 
To  show  that  sectional  feelings  operated  upon  the  voters, 
on  both  sides  of  this  question,  I  give  the  ayes  and  noes,  and 
the  counties  in  which  they  respectively  resided  : 

Jhfe9 — ^Messrs.  Adriance,  Dutchess ;  Akin,  Dutchess  ; 
Betts,  Onondaga  ;  Boughton,  Ontario ;  Bovee,  Montgo- 
mory  ;  Bucklin,  Jeflbrson  ;  Bumham,  Cayuga  ;  Churchill, 
Genoaee ;  CIcland,  Herkimer ;  Cole,  Washington  ;  Cooper, 
New- York;  Cowlcs,  Putnam  ;  Dibble, Madition  ;  Dibble, 
Stfmit^iga ;  DiofendorfF,  Montgom*^ry  ;  Doty,  St.  Li&wrenee; 
Bldredge,  Schoharie ;  Ferris,  Cayuga ;  Ftltey,  R^nasefoer; 
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French,  Montgomery;  Grant,  Orleans;  Hascall,  Franklin; 
Hendricks,  Seneca;  Hull,  Oneida;  Jewett,  Onondaga;  La« 
cey,  Monroe;  Lawrence,  Dutchess;  J.  Lynde,  Cortland; 
T.  Lynde,  Chenango;  Miller,  Lewis;  Moore,  Suffolk;  Or- 
vis,  Jefferson;  Sanders,  Schenectady;  Schuyler,  Herkimer, 
Daniel  Scott,  Seneca;  David  Scott,  Genesee;  J.  H.  Smith, 
Westchester;  W.  Smith,  Essex;  Speaker,  Saratoga;  Ste- 
venson, Washington;  Stoddard,  Oneida;  A.  Ten  Eyck, 
Albany;  Townsend,  Delaware;  Van  Horn,  Montgon>ery; 
Waldo,  Cayuga;  Whippio,  Albany;  Wiley,  Westchester; 
Willard,  Onondaga;  Williamson,  Suffolk;  Woods,  Watb* 
ington — fifty. 

J^aes — Messrs.  Allen,  New- York;  Baldwin,  Tioga; 
Barnes,  Oneida;  Beardsiey,  Otsego;  Benson,  Tompkins; 
Brasher,  New- York;  Bruyn,  Ulster;  Camp,  Tioga;  Clark, 
Oneida;  Collins,  Rensselaer;  Crary,  Sullivan;  Donnelly, 
Cortland;  Faulkner,  Livingston;  Fitch,  Otsego;  Foote, 
Chautauque;  Forbes,  Onr»ndaga;  Fox,  Warren;  Granger, 
Ontario;  J.  Hall,  New- York;  Heacock,  Erie;  Hunting- 
ton, Madison;  E.  W.  King,  New- York;  W.  King,  Nia- 
gara; Kip,  Wayne;  Lounsbury,  Ulster;  Lush,  Albany; 
M'Farlan,  Orange;  Minard,  New- York;  Mondl,  Chenan* 
go;  Pierce,  Rensselaer;  Pitts,  Ontario;  J.  E.  RobtosoOv 
New-York;  P.  Robinson,  Broome;  Root,  Delaware;  Sco- 
field^  Weschester;  Seamen,  Greene;  A.  Smith,  Yates;' 
Spencei  Livingston;  Stanton,  Genesse;  Strevel,  Cohim* 
bia;  Suftren,  Rockland;  Tripp,  Otsego;  Yanderpoel,  Co* 
lumbia;  Wheeler,  Steuben;  G.  Williams,  Allegany;  L 
Williams,  Washington;  Woodcock,  Tompkins;  Wood- 
ward|  Orange—  forty-eight. 

The  following  members  were  absent : 

Messrs.  Benedict,  Saratoga;  Cruger,  Steuben;  Dennis, 
Cayuga;  Elmore,  Ulster;  Fellows,  Mouroe;  Fisk.  Clin- 
ton; Furman,  Kings;  Gelston,  New-York;  Groesbeck, 
Rensselaer;  A.  Hall,  Wayne;   Hayes,  Otsego;  Hill,  Co* 


Jipibia;  Hodman,  Onoige;  Jooesy  Qneem;  Mtlfaew% 
Kooroe;  Maltice,  Schoharie;  M'Glaflhaa.  €attaraiigii»; 
Porter,  Greene;  SchultZ)  Orange;  Sheiinan,  Kew^York; 
Sill,  Ooeida;  J.  Ten  Eyck,  Madison;  Thomp«on,  Nevii> 
York;  Tracy,  Chenango;  TreadweU,  Queens;  Vaiae^^ 
Herkimer;  Wardwell,  Jefferson;  H.  WiUiamSj  Ouwidgb^ 
twentyraight 

Of  the  twenty*eight  membera  who  were  abseat,  thirtastt 
were  ia  flavor  of  the  rond.  Upon  a  review  of  the  obofit 
•tatenient  it  will  be  perceived^  that  of  the  fifty  wlio  votei 
in  favor  of  an  imiefinife  postponement  of  the  biU^  all  faol 
len  of  tbem  represented  eounties  bordering  on  eitharilh* 
northern  or  Erie  eanai^ 

William  B.  Roohenter,  cifenit  judge  of  the  e^th  dlfn^ 
Irict,  neaigned  hia  offioe  in  consequence  of  being  i 
od  miniater  on  the  part  of  the  United  Stales  to  tbt 
greas  of  Panama. 

The  vacancy  caused  by  this  resigncttloA  oocasiooed  cini^ 
IfideraUe  negotiation,  and  a  serioue  stiliggle  beiwees  Ihl 
governor  and  the  Van  Buren  or  Crawford  party  in  the  at* 
i|ate. 

Heman  J.  Bedfield«  late  a  senator  from  the  eighth.  di*t 
|rict«  bad  been  one  of  the  seventeen  by  whoae  vote  the 
passage  of  an  electoral  law  in  18fl|4  bad  been  defisAlMt 
That  vote  had  rendered  him  extremely  uopqpiEdar  in  hie 
djntriet  and  prostrated  all  expeotatipn  of  hia  being  eM^ 
tmied  i^  publio  Ufe  by  the  suffrages  of  a  mfuority  of  te 
people.  The  regency  considering  that  he  had  sacrificed 
his  popularity  by  an  aet  done  in  pursuranoe  of  their  ad^ 
vice  and  from  a  principle  of  fidelity  to  his  party,  ivere  ex- 
tremely anxioQB  to  provide  for  him  by  means  of  the  ap* 
pointing  power.  By  the  bye,  it  was  an  invanble  rule 
with  Van  Buren  and  his  party  never,  if  it  oomid  poasik^ 
be  prevented,  to  permit  a  political  friend  to  auffer  in  oonr 
ia(|iie9oe  of  adberanoe  to  thenu    This  rule  aaemft  to  me 
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not  only  founded  in  good  policy  but  perfectly  just  Ifr. 
Redfield,  though  by  no  means  a  man  of  brilliant  talents, 
was  a  man  of  unexceptionable  private  reputation '  and 
amiable  in  his  deportment  and  character.  There  could 
therefore  be  no  personal  objection  against  him.  On 
hiin  the  regency  fixed  as  their  candidate  for  a  suo* 
-cesser  to  Judge  Rochester.  They  probably  urged  his 
nomination  upon  the  governor,  for  the  reason  among 
iithers,  that  they  wished  to  lay  the  foundation  of  bringing 
a.  majority  of  their  friends  into  his  support  for  governor 
at  the  next  election  ;  that  in  eflecting  this,  it  was  mani> 
fest  they  had  to  encounter  the  most  obstinate  prejudices; 
that  if  he  would  nominate  Redfield,  such  an  act  would 
afford  a  proof  of  his  liberality  and  good  feeling  towards 
their  party,  ss  would,  in  all  probability,  dissipate  those 
prejudices,  which  it  now  seemed  so  difficult  to  overcome; 
and  they  might  also  have  reminded  him,  that  putting  it  on 
the  ground  that  he  held  an  attitude  politically  hostile  to 
the  senate,  it  was  reasonable  that  he  should  nominate  a 
portion  of  the  principal  officers  from  their  ranks.  They 
also  might  have  called  to  his  recollection  the  conduct  of 
the  senate  on  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Jones.  The  gover- 
nor, 1  have  many  reasons  for  believing,  was  desirous  to 
gratify  their  wishes  ;  but  there  were  obstacles  in  the  way 
of  his  taking  ^at  course,  which,  to  him*  appeared  insuper> 
Me.  His  supposed  hostility  to  the  course  taken  by  Mr. 
Redield,  in  common  with  the  corps  of  seventeen  senators^ 
was  lieyond  uii  doubt  the  cause  of  his  own  election  as  go 
vernor.  Having  obtained  his  election  upon  that  ground, 
could  be  now  officially  approve  of  the  conduct  of  one  of 
the  seventeen  ]  Again,  the  eighth  district  was  his  strong- 
bold.  In  that  district,  was  contained  the  great  strength 
personally  and  politically  of  Governor  Clinton.  He  knew 
that  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Redfield  would  mortify  and 
fUspkiaae  nearly  every  fridnd  lie  possessed  in  that  r^qit; 


and  he  might  have  urged  to  tfie  regency  party,  that'  if 
they  really  desired  tiim  as  their  candidate  for  governor, 
nothing  could  be  more  injurious  to  them  as  a  party  than 
such  a  measure  ;  for  it  would  put  it  out  of  Mr.  C.*s  power 
to  carry  any  considerabie  number  of  his  friends  to  the  new 
Jackson  party,  which  it  was  in  contemplation  to  form. 
This  view  was  not  satisfactory  to  the  regency  ;  and  for 
the  purpose  of  gaining  time,  and  probably  for  the  purpose 
^  paving  the  way  for  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Redfield, 
Albert  H.  Tracy  was  nominated  by  the  governor  for  the 
office  of  judge  of  the  eighth  circuit,  and  his  nomination 
was  concurred  in  by  the  senate.  This  nomination  was 
made  by  the  governor  and  confirmed  by  the  senate,  when 
both  parties  entertained  reasonable  expectations  that  he 
would  decline  the  office.  These  expectations  were  real* 
ized.  Mr.  Tracy  spon  after  declined.  The  governor 
then,  instead  of  nominating  Redfield,  as  probably  many  of 
the  senators  hoped  and  believed  he  would  do,  nominated 
Ifoses  Hayden^  a  member  of  congress,  from  one  of  the 
western  congressional  districts,  whose  nomination  the  sen- 
ate promptly  rejected.  This  nomination  was  followed  by 
the  nomination  by  the  governor,  and  rejection  by  tho 
senate,  of  Ashley  Sampson,  a  respectable  lawyer  of  Ro- 
chester. Nothing  further  was  done  until  about  the  last 
day  of  the  session,  when  the  governor  nominated  John 
Birdsall,  in  which  nomination  the  senate  concurred.  Mr. 
Birdsall  was  a  nwderate  Clintonian.  This  affair  finally 
terminated  without  producing  any  bad  feeling  between  the 
governor  and  senate.  I  know  that  the  governor  became 
convinced  that,  however  deserving  a  man  Redfield  might 
be,  his  nomination  would  be  fatal  to  the  governor's  stand- 
mg  with  his  old  friends ;  and  it  is  probable  that  that  ex- 
ceedingly judicious  man,  Mr.  Knower,  who,  principally 
in  behalf  of  the  regency,  communicated  with  Mr.  Clinton^ 
m  relation  to  this  matter,  arrived  at  the  same  conclusioi^ 
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f|D4  Ibere^  o^nM-lP  pi^sait^  of  rather  (Midsavoned  to 
rwoDciie  ap4  quiet  tJp0  fe?ii«g4  ^r  iKe  fridndB  of  Mr.  Rod- 
iieU  M  ha  heit  coiMd  R^fere  tbe  adjourttmeiit  of  the 
Ifi^latarqi,  ench  poPty  boM  fogwls^tivo  cauouaeft,  aad  eaoii 
^  thei^  roeofiunaiMedi  a  •tAl^  cotonrAQUra^  to  nomtnale  a 
gy>v^iH)ir ;  lh(».  Qlmt^Bim  appointed  llieir  cooryentaea  at 
Utica  pa  th^  SUat  Sc^teanbar  ;  a^d  Ihe  dettiecimiic  party 
iuppoiated  theirs  at  Havlgaak^r  on  tho  first  WedneeiMj  ia 
Octpbei;  This  waa  the  fin^  tima  the  demoomtic  party  ia 
the  iegislati^'a  had  ever  yielded  the  right  or  power  to 
oofnioale  a  ga^eraor  to  4^leg^mSf  cho9ea  for  that  special 
purpose  by  the  pa«^. 

The  tmQ  iio«>qes  a4jour^d  pa  the  IMli  of  April. 

The  seaatei  previpua  to  its  acl}ouranieat,  unanimously 
pasaed  a  resplutioaxjif  thaalK.s  Vo  Lt  Governor  Tallmad^ 
for  tl^.  amiaNe  and  ooMrteo^a  maaoer  in  which  he  had  prer 
iided  over  that  body  clMriiag  the  Iwo  pireeeediog  sessions; 
That  thi^  copopljippiitary  yote  was  justly  merited  by  Gea^ 
T^9lhf^^»4g9^  poQ^  ytho  M»QVf  km  witi  doubt  All  allow 
bim  a  iMgb.^rder  of  taleat^  Ai»d  perhaps  th^re  is  no  maa 
in  Am^neni  laye  ooo,  (Henry  C1ay»)  who,  with  so  mueh 
gn^cQ,  could  blan4  the  ^ourlesy  of  a  gsantleaiaa  wkh  thSB 
authority  mid  dignity  of  a  presiding,  officer  in  a  delifaeraa 
live  asf^mbly  as  Uir.  TaUnafidge.  The  tone  of  the  reptjfi 
of  Gea,  Tallmadge  to  the  senate  wasmelaiieboly  and  iodi* 
caied  asul^uad  and  broken  doifiPi  aprnt. 

At  $he  clgse  of  the  prm)eedin^  in  Une  assMnbhr*  ao* 
cordipgto  the  report  <)f  the  Atban^y  Daily  Advertiaar,  a 
scene  of  a  charaQtcr  qofMavbat  siiigular  oocunsd.  Tfasi 
(pllowiag  ia  t)ie  ^ccwwt  as  giv«A  in  that  paper : 

''On  amotion  of  Mr.  Aliei),  the  spaalLer  feft  Ibe  chahv 
and  Mn  Wopd  took  it 

^'Mr.  All^  Ihea  p^ed  «t  iBCisolutmi  laodeiiog  die 
tju^iktpf  tlHekmm  ^  S^ifelYpungiisr. the  able  and 
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impaftifti  nmMer  jli  wMdi  he  bid  pgriiiwwd  th^  Artfes  ef 
the  ehair  diirw^  th6  seitfbD* 

''Mr.  Root  taid  fa*  wished  the  eterk  tvboU  net  tetnr 
the  reMlatioh  ei  having  pasted  umMMnouiriyv 

''  The  4u6»tioB  was  then  pui  oft  the  TONMta^  ttai  it 
cairidd. 

"^  Mr.  Hoflflnan  imd  #ome  otheM  iflid  as  the  mttlatiati 
bad  |)<t^  aimbimoudlf  il  oc^l  t«^ba  i»  «i«md  is  U» 
journals. 

**T6  this  Mr.  Root  ofcjected; 

*<The  spealeer  then  took  Ih^  eMf  afld*  addireiMd  tlia 
hoase  nearly  as  foHows  : 

^*  ^Gentlemen — I  confess  thai  I  iKd  not  anticipate  that 
this  resolution  would  pass  unanimously,  and  I  am  not 
therefore  prepared  to  address  you  as  I  ought.  I  Wish  you 
a  safe  return  to  your  friends  and  filmfli^,  and  taoay  G<od 
protect  you  through  life.'  ^ 

The  Advertiser  was  a  CKntonlah  pip^r  and  opposed  to 
Col.  Toung  and  a  majority  of  th6  aaseittbly.  Il  Ut  there- 
fore possible,  if  not  probable,  that  Ms  report  ef  the  pro- 
ceedingip  may  be  Inaccurate.  Pot  to  me  it  seems  tjciite  un- 
accoomtable  that  OoK  Ytoung  should  excuse  himself  fbr 
not  replying  to  a  complimentary  resohition  of  the  assem* 
bty  becAuie  he  had  anticipated  Such  a  resohition  would  not 
have  passed  unanhnously,  when  in  point  of  fact  H  h«d  not 
passed  unanimously,  se  dtstihguished  a  member  as  (Sen. 
Root  audibly  objecting  to  it.* 

That  a  misunderstanding  in  the  course  of  the  session 
happened  betv^e^n  Mr.  Young  and  Mr.  Root,  and  that 
persenally  Unkind  feelings  were  geneitited  beti;^en  them, 
and  so  much  so  that  Mr.  Root  refbsed,  at  the  close  of  the 
session,  to  record  his  vote  approving  of  the  conduct  of 

-^fllneftlSe  alMte  wto  wtltt«n,  I  havtt  ttbutfwtl  SW  MecWft  sf  1M|  trtnl«nlM  ■• 
gfm  by  tte  Aib0»f  Alalia,  and  fla4  il  does  wt  va«rl»l|];  vwjr  Som  tliac  ppnm  la  t^ 
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Mr.  YooDg  as  tpeaker,  I  baYenodoabt  Pofnibty  tome 
expressiofMi  made  by  Mr.  Root,  after  Mr.  Allen  bad  prcH 
posed  hia  resolution,  disturbed  so  mucb  the  equanimity  of 
tbe  temper  of  CoL  Young,  tbat  at  the  moment  be  felt  in- 
capable of  making  a  suitable  response  to  tbe  assembly. 
This  may  have  been  the  true  reason  why  he  made  no  re- 
ply. It  is  very  oertwi  that  after  this  session.  Gen.  Root 
and  Col.  Young  nev^r  aqted  cordially  together,  either  a» 
personal  or  political  friends. 

On  the  4th  July,  1826,  John  Adams  died  in  Massachu- 
setts, aod  Thomas  Je&rson,  on  the  same  day,  died  in  Vir- 
ginia. The  circumstance  was  so  extraordinary  as  to  ap- 
proach  the  miraculous.  Both  were  of  the  committee  in 
the  Continental  Congress  which  prepared  the  declaration 
of  independence — ^Mr.  Jeflferson  being  the  principal  au- 
thor of  that  immortal  state  paper — both  signed  that  de- 
claration ;  botli  had  represented  the  nation  in  Europe  ;  both 
had  been  president  of  the  United  States,  and  both  died  on 
the  4th  day  of  July,  upon  the  close  of  one-half  a  century 
after  the  occurrence  of  that  stupendous  event  It  is  dif- 
ficult to  account  upon  the  doctrine  of  chances  for  this  won- 
derful coincidence.  There  are  indeed  ''more  things  in 
heaven  and  earth  than  are  dreamt  of  in  our  philosophy.'* 
Public  meetings,  without  distinction  of  parties,  were  held 
and  eulogies  were  delivered  in  most  of  the  cities  and  the 
principal  villages  in  the  state,  upon  the  occasion. 

On  the  6th  of  September,  Wiiriam  P.  Van  Ness,  U.  S« 
judge  of  the  southern  district  of  New- York,  being  appa- 
rently in  high  health,  died  instantaneously,  probably  in  a 
fit  of  apoplexy.  Few  men  in  this  or  any  other  country, 
possessed  finer  intellectual  powers  than  Judge  Van  Ness. 
Unfortunately  his  temper  was  gloomy  and  sometimes  vin- 
dictive. 

The  Clintonian  convention  was  held  at  Utica,  on  the 
Slst  of  September,  and  a  full  representation  of  delegates 


from  oeariy  all  the  counties  in  the  state  were  in  attend^ 
aoee.  Gren.  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt  of  Westchester  county, 
was  chosen  president,  and  Samuel  Stevens  and  Simon  G; 
Throop,  secretaries.  Mr.  Clinton  was  unanimously  nomi- 
nated for  a  re-election.  Some  difficulty  was  encountered 
in  the  selection  of  a  candidate  for  lieut  governor.  It 
was  on  all  hands  determined  not  again  to  nominate  Mr. 
Tallmadge  ;  and  although  when  he  found  himself  aban- 
doned by  his  anti-GIintonian  democratic  friends,  he  had  in 
the  coure  of  the  summer  intimated  to  some  of  his  old 
Clintonian  associates,  his  willingness  to  be  again  the  can- 
didate of  that  party  with  Mr.  Cliiiton,  whom  he  had  for  tbii 
last  two  years  so  industriously  opposed,  not  a  single  voice 
was  raised  in  his  favor.  After  some  inquiry,  it  was  found 
that  Mr.  Henry  Huntington,  an  old  and  highly  respectable 
dtizen  of  Oneida,  and  president  of  the  bank  of  Utica,  who 
has  been  several  times  before  mentioned,  had  very  reluc- 
tantly consented  to  be  a  candidate.  As  soon  as  it  was  as- 
certained that  he  had  yielded  such  consent,  he  was  nomi- 
nated with  great  unanimity.  He  was  known  to  be  an  ex- 
eeedingiy  judicious  man,  of  great  purity  of  character,  pru- 
dent and  cautious  as  a  satesman,  and  liberal  towards  bis  po- 
litical opponents.  His  nomination  seemed  universally 
acceptable,  and  yet  he  failed  in  his  election,  although  Mr. 
Clinton  succeeded,  the  causes  of  which  will  soon  be 
stated. 

The  address  issued  by  the  convention  was  drawn  by  P. 
C.  Van  Wyck,  of  New- York.  It  was  dignified,  miH 
and  conciliatory.  He  had  been  an  early  uniform  and  effi- 
cient friend  of  Mr.  Clinton,  and  Ihis  was  his  last  political! 
service.  He  died  the  winter  following,  deeply  and  justly 
lamented  by  all  who  knew  him.  The  convention  separa- 
ted with  the  most  sanguine  hopes  of  success.  It  was  a 
common  error  of  Mr.  Mr.  Clinton  and  his  friends,  that  they 
■sldom  foresaw  difficulties.    They  were  always  certain  of 


slfiwBphimltf^i^iAeftle^litfik  Like  the  roctowttcMit 
ef  llw  old  ViMr  ^  WakefitH  tlwy  M  ''an  Moelkal 
fanfik  at  hoping.'' 

I  have  staled  thai  ihe  Albany  regency  had  intimaied 
|o  Mr«  Clinton  that  they  did  not  deiiie  to  snpporl  a  oaft- 
date  a^nst  him.  In  making  these  ininnaltonB,  I  hav« 
no  doubt  they  were  perfectly  stneere.  I  bare  strong  ran* 
iont  for  beiioving  that  Mr.  Van  BwreHy  Mr.  Knower,  Mr. 
If arcy,  and  several  other  gentteiiien  of  diftinotioft  of  tinl 
party,  prior  to  the  Herkimer  convention,  i^i^  averae  to 
making  ai^y  nomination  ;  but  a  very  large  naafority  Of 
their  political  friends  oould  not  be  induood  taaOcord  with 
tbem  in  opinion.  When  they  peroetved  the  ennreot  so 
itrong  in  favor  of  a  nominatioa  adverse  to  Mr.  Glbtoa^ 
they  yielded  to  iU  and  in  my  opinion  were  not  only  excn^ 
•able,  bat  justifiaUe  in  doing  aow  They  had  never  intinmr 
lad  to  the  governor  or  any  of  his  friends  that  they  should 
take  a  course  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of 
Ihe  political  party  to  which  they  befonged.  They  thero» 
fi^re  acted  with  perfect  good  faith  towards  him»  when^ 
after  having  failed  to  convince  a  majority  of  th^  P&xty 
Chat  it  was  best  to  support  him,  they  still  adhered  in  gooA 
iai^  to  the  determination  of  the  majority  0[  that  pany« 
They  however  favored  the  nomination  of  a  man  ft»r  gov* 
amor,  whom  they  believed  to  be  a  Weak  candidate.  Thiil 
man  was  Judge  Rochester,  who,  although  a  well  bred  aod 
aocomplished  gentleman,  was  but  little  known  to  the  pub- 
Kc^  and  had,  in  fact^  onever  distinguished  himself  for  any 
statesman-like  qualities.  Mr.  Rochester  being  it  western 
man,  and  rattier  a  favorite  of  the  delegates  frorh  the  wesAv 
was  nominated.  Mr.  Van  Snren  and  his  friends  fek  mora 
interest  in  the  selection  of  a  oandidate  for  lieutenam-gov-i 
amor.  They  did  not  expect,  and.  perhaps  I  may  safely 
say  they  hardly  wi^ed  to  succeed  in  electing  their  gube^" 
oiaorial  candidate,  bul  tb^y  were  extremely  anjdoiar  te 


i]  or  imw*r(»wm: 


'  gfleendaiM^  in  the  lugtelatiik^,  «dd  ih«  Ik^ 
tfeBMC^goTOimor,  uader  certoiii  circMMt2(tf(l6%  wigM  faav<» 
tf%btio  4  TOle  in  the  seofttev  And  i^l  any  ifm»  hh  intkiH 
mi^  m  that  home  might  be  of  very  contidei^ble  ttnpbrir 
iftee  im  felatfoa  to  eventud  liaeoete  ii»  iheir  lilfeyidt-  ^«ii>»c 
M n  HoBtiagtoDi  lived  in  itie  tulley  of  the  Brio  iMsd.  It 
^tai  by  meam  of  the  inAaeiiGe  exeited  hy  the  i'et#e8e«fta« 
ivreain  the  legidatore  from  that  valley,  IhHI  HMt  gt^i 
Mate  road  frojeot  had  been  defeated.  If,  thevefoii^,  n  eau^ 
Mats  oowkl  be  ariected  ^o  Weilld  cxommfand  th^  ^lippoflt 
af  the  fi^ieiids  of  that  meaMire,  and  at  (be  aame  tfmne  re^ 
taiita  the  united  vote  of  the  4ieui{yKKied  demootatki  pha<» 
luiK  in  other  parte  <»f  the  stttlie,  these  sagacioufl  politiciatis 
]MOBl?ed  a  rearhoooble  prosp^t  of  «uocei8  ;  and  lili4th  thii 
1MW,  they  nominated  Gen.  Nathaniel  l^iteher,  one  of  the  - 
bl^  stele  road  commi^ioners. 

The  convention  at  Herkimeir,  which  met  on  the  fduffh 
of  Oetober,  was  organized  by  the  appoiiftment  of  J^unei 
Lk  Hcn^boom  for  president,  and  David  E.  Evan^  afetd  Ed« 
ward  Livingston  for  secretaries^  The  <i6\intieli  in  the 
stitfe  were  generally  represented  by  delegalPt.  Judge 
Kodiesler  received  Ida  votefi  for  goveimof,  akid  NatfaiUiiel 
Piteber  M  for  lieiitenaot^govemot^ 

A  abort  time  previotts  to  the  eieotioA,  diecerttiing  tneh 
perosived  that  the  eOMpetitioii  between  the  eandidates 
would  be  miioh  cleeer  than  had  been  anticipated.  All  the 
eU  prejudices  against  Mr»  Clinton  Were  called  out  and 
rendered  active.  But  besides  the  effects  which  these  feet 
f  produeed,  another  cause  operated  powerfuHy  against 


it  Was  the  intentlK^n  of  Mr.  Van  BureA  to  condftct  this 
eleotion  without  referetice  to  the  presidentiid  (^uestidn, 
whieh  was  to  be  decided  in  1838.  Mr.  Rochester  Wa^  a 
warm  friend  atid  supporter  of  the  administration  bf  Mr. 
Aitetti%  «r  ratber  be  waa  the  |>e#80tfal  and  pditicai  ftSetid 
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of  Mn  Clay.  The  Rochester  family  were  from  the  etate 
of  Maryland,  and  before  they  migrated  to  this  state,  a 
friendship  had  been  formed  between  that  family  and  Mn 
Clay,  which  continued  unabated ;  and  it  was  through. Mr. 
Clay^s  influence,  who  was  then  secretary  of  state,  thai 
Judge  Rochester  had  been  invested  with  the  Panama  mis- 
sion. All  these  circumstances  were  well  known  to  inlel^ 
Kgent  politicians  in  every  part  of  the  state,  and  by  no 
man  were  they  more  clearly  perceived  and  fully  appro- 
eiaied  than  Gen.  Peter  B.  Porter  of  Black  Rock,  a  maa 
of  great  talent,  address  and  energy,  who,  in  1824  bel<mg- 
ed  to  the  people's  party,  and  who  was  and  is  an  ardent 
friend  and  admirer  of  Mr.  Clay.  A  very  large  portion  of 
the  Clintonians,  as  I  have  before  remarked,  were  friendly 
to  Mr.  Adams,  and  Gen.  Porter  and  other  politicians  simi- 
larly situated,  made  a  strong  appeal  to  them,  urging  that 
Mr.  Clinton,  being  an  avowed  Jackson  man,  his  election 
would  be  fatal  to  the  prospects  of  Mr.  Adams  in  this  state; 
whereas  the  election  of  Rochester  would  ensure  the  8uo» 
cess  of  the  Adams  party.  Reflecting  men  felt  that  there 
was  much  truth  in  these  representations,  and  they  appre- 
ciated their  importance.  In  reviewing  the  proceedings  of 
that  day,  one  cannot  fail  to  be  surprised,  that  these  con- 
siderations did  not  have  more  efiect  than  they  actually  did 
upon  those  Clintonians  who  were  determined  to  support  the 
re-election  of  Mr.  Adams.  There  can,  however,  be  no 
doubt  but  that  these  views  induced  many  Clintonians  to 
vote  for  Judge  Rochester. 

There  was  another  circumstance  that  operated  in  favor 
of  Mr.  Rochester.  He  was  a  western  man  and  the  peo- 
ple of  the  west  were  ambitious  to  do  what  they  had  not 
yet  done,  give  the  state  a  governor.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  fact  that  Rochester  was  known  to  be  an  Adams  man, 
had  very  little  effect  upon  that  portion  of  the  democratic 
party  who  were  for  Gen.  Jackson.    Generally  speakings 


19M*]  OF  MBW-YOftK.  fUS' 

they  weie  strict  eaucus  mea  like  discipiioed  troops^ 
wherever  their  party  went^  they  would  go ;  and  Mr.  Clin- 
tOD  was  the  last  man  in  whose  favor  they  could  be  induced 
tp  break  their  ranks. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his  friends,  who,  by  this  time  had 
really,,  though  not  publicly,  put  all  their  political  capital 
at  stake  against  the  Adams  administration,  became  alarm- 
ed. But  what  could  they  do?  Their  honor  as  gentle- 
men, and  their  character  as  consistent  politicians,  were 
committed  in  favor  of  the  election  of  Rochester,  and  the^ 
could  not,  and  did  not,  consent  to  forfeit  either.  But  it 
can  not  be  doubted,  that  they  viewed  the  result  of  the  con- 
test with  painful  anxiety.  Had  Rochester  have  been 
elected,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  the  entire  vote  of 
this  state  would  have  been  given  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  Noah,  editor  of  the  New- York  National  Advocate 
or  Enquirer,  who  had  been  a  warm  Crawford  man,  and  an 
uniform  opponent  of  Mr.  Clinton,  came  out  openly  and 
frankly  for  him  and  Gen.  Pitcher ;  but  Mr.  Croswell,  of 
the  Albany  Argus,  with  his  usual  zeal,  talent  and  address, 
together  with  the  other  democratic  papers  in  the  state, 
supported  in  good  faith  the  Herkimer  nomination. 

It  was  the  state  road  question  which  finally  decided  this 
election.  The  county  of  Steuben,  a  strong  democratic 
county,  gave  Mr.  Clinton  more  than  one  thousand  majori- 
ty. But  the  same  reason  which  induced  the  democratic 
electors  of  the  south-western  tier  of  counties  to  vote 
against  Mr.  Rochester,  impelled  the  Clintonian  electors  of 
those  counties  to  vote  for  Mr.  Pitcher.  The  result  was, 
that  Mr.  Clinton  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  three  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  fifty  votes  over  Judge  Rochester, 
and  Mr.  Pitcher  received  four  thousand  one  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  more  votes  than  Mr.  Huntington. 

In  the  election  of  members  of  the  legislature,  the  demo- 
eratic  party  obtained  a  complete  and  most  decisive  victo- 


c^  Thtt  party  socceedisd  in  the  second,  Mtd^  9Kk,  tiM^ 
wmf^tth  tod  eighth  seiiMoiial  district^  mid  Hit  tbe  fil^ 
#iMrb  Gen.  Robert  Bogtrdot^  a  Ciititoiiiiift,  I^M  cMciei^ 
his  success  was  undoubtedly  owing  to  his  bding  thiMP*'|#^ 
lla  An  as'dent  Jaekson  maa. 

Id  the  aasenibly,  the  democram  elected  abMl  Um  W 
one. 
The  senators  elected  this  year  were : 
From  the  First  District,  Robert  Bogardus^ 
''  Second  do.»    Benjamin  Woodwai^ 

''  Third     do.,    John  McCarty, 

^  Fourth  do.,    Duncan  McMartin,  jatLf 

**  Fifth     dow,    Charles  Dayan,  aad 

Truman  Enos^ 
**  Sixt       do.,    Thomas  G.  Waterman^ 

''  Serenthdo.,    WUiiam  M.  Oliver,  and 

Victory  Birdseye, 
*•  Eighth  do.,    Charles  H.  CarrolL 

Mr.  Young,  the  late  speaker,  was  not  re-elected  to  tbe 
assembly  from  Saratoga. 
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eHAPTER  XXXIII. 

nqU  JAXUA^y  1, 107,  TO  JANUAST  (,  iSS/^ 

'iK-tb^  pmediag  mUinin  sn  evaat  i^oouvred,  iiagular  in 
j|i^c)MN»a)i^l^  miwhifth,  io  iU  aoBteqaeiioeB,  produced  a 
great  effect,  not  only  upon  .Bociety  io  general,  bul  on  the 
'$i9iififi^  f^Hm  in  th^  atate  of  liaw-YoFlKy  and  in  ae^ral 
ifi^ifr  f|i;  4^.  A«)Qrie«|i  stales. 

^hn^smiely  <^  fiwe  masMm  hadesisted  for  a  bng  pe* 
fiodof  tiin^  in  tb0  world.  :faid0ed,  many  persons  claim 
llkat  viAiat  are  <HMled  the  aeerels  or  mysteries  of  masonry, 
i^^ted  long  before  the  Christian  era;  some  asserting  that 
Ibe  substantial  parts  of  masonry  were  in  use  among  asso^ 
4HatkMUi  of  the  ancient  Egyptians ;  and  that  most  of  the 
jpspfid  arts  and  sciences  invented  by  that  wonderful  pe€^ 
^1  were  the  result  of  the  efforts  and  labors  of  those  as- 
sociations. These  traditions,  which  were  carefully  prsi- 
Ifdr^r^d  by  the  modern  masooS)  are  no  doubt  principally 
(sfli^de44Mi  fiction,  but  it  is  nevertheless  very  probable 
^hai  tiie  society  of  free  masons,  which  has  in  some  form 
HiPfll^  for  several  centuries,  (in  all  likelihood  since  th* 
guysades)  was  instituted'  in  imitation  of  those  secret  sedo* 
tiS!S.«o  oommon  among  the  Greeks  and  Romans  and  other 
^oeient  Pagan  nations, 

At  this  time  masonic  societies  existed  in  most  of  the 
givili2ae4  nations  on  the  globe,  and  bram^es  of  them  wer^ 
fipund  among  nations  who  could  hardly  be  said  to  be  civ- 
ilized. In  New-York,  and  in  fact  in  America,  masonry 
Wl^Y  be  said  to  have  been  in  its  most  palmy  stale.  1  haz- 
fucd  )it^  in  asserting  that  a  majeirity  of  persons  holding 
fi^ci^l  stations  in  the  slUite,  were  masons.  Legislative, 
jj|^im^)^^a9d«:K;^mtiv«^4$0eii|,  ftwn  praakbnls  andgov^ 
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ernors  to  deputy  marshals  and  constables ;  from  judges 
of  the  supreme  court  to  justices  of  the  peace  ;  and  from 
the  grave  and  reverend  senator  to  the  town  meeting  ora- 
tor,  were,  it  is  probable,  a  majority  of  them  free  ma- 
sons, solemnly  pledged  to  perform  the  obligations  and 
keep  the  secrets  of  masonry.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to 
mention  ihui  every  mason,  by  a  voluntary  oath,  promised 
not  to  reveal  the  secrets  of  the  order,  under  a  no  ieite  pen- 
alty than  forfeiture  of  his  life. 

WiUiam  Morgan,  a  royal  arch  free  mason,  and  a  printer 
by  trade,  said  to  be  a  native  of  Virginia,  had  taken  up  his 
residence  in  the  village  of  Batavia,  in  the  county  of  G^n- 
.esee.  Not  having  been  successful  in  business,  he,  it 
would  seem,  with  a  view  to  pecuniary  benefit,  had  deter- 
mined to  publish  a  pamphlet  containing  the  secrets  of  rrta- 
ionry.  His  intention  was  discovered  by  some  of  his  fellow 
masons,  who  communicated  it  to  their  brethren  of  the 
craft  in  that  vicinity,  and  it  soon  became  known,  as  ap- 
pears by  subsequent  proceedings,  to  several  of  the  lodges 
in  western  New- York. 

On  the  1 1th  day  of  September,  1826,  Mr.  Cheesebrough, 
master  of  a  lodge  of  masons  at  Canandaigua,  in  the  county 
of  Ontario,  procured  from  Jeffrey  Chipman,  a  justice  of 
the  peace  in  Canandaigua,  a  warrant  to  arrest  Morgan,  oil 
a  charge  of  stealing  a  shirt  and  cravat ;  and  Cheesebrough, 
with  two  or  three  other  masons,  proceeded  with  the  wai^ 
rant  to  Batavia,  where  they  caused  Morgan  to  be  arrested, 
hurried  him  into  a  coach  and  transported  him  to  Canandai- 
gua, where  they  brought  him  before  Justice  Chipman,  who 
forthwith  discharged  him,  he  being  satisfied  that  Morgaii 
was  not  guilty  of  the  larceny  complained  of.  He  wa^ 
then  immediately  an'osted  on  a  small  debt  due  to  on6 
Aaron  Ashley,  and  which  Cheesebrough  alleged  had  beeni 
assigned  to  him.  The  justice  rendered  judgment  against 
li^Offgan  for  two  dollars,  on  which,  upon  the  oath  o# 
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Cbeesebrough,  he  instantly  issued  execution^  and  Morgan 
was  committed  to  close  confinement  in  the  jail  at  Canan- 
daiguQ.  During  the  night  of  the  12th  of  September,  he 
was  clandestinely  taken  from  the  jail  by  a  number  of  ma- 
aoQS,  thrown  into  a  covered  carriage,  gagged,  and  convey- 
ed on  the  evening  of  the  14th,  to  the  Canada  side  of  the 
Niagara  river ;  and  thence  taken  back  to  the  American 
aide,. and  left  confined  in  the  magazine  of  Fort  Niagara. 
He  remained  there  until  the  20th  September,  in  charge  of 
CoL  King  of  Niagara  county  and  one  Elisha  Adams,  at 
which  time  he  disappeared  and  has  not  since  been  heard 
of. 

It  is  not  my  intention,  nor  would  it  be  in  accordance 
with  the  plan  of  this  history,  to  enter  further  into  the  de- 
tails of  this  inhuman  outrage.  I  assume,  as  a  historical 
truth,  and  I  regret  that  I  am  compelled  to  do  so,  that 
William  Morgan  was,  with  a  view  of  preventing  the  dis- 
closure of  the  mysteries  of  masonry,  murdered  in  cold 
blood,  by  men  holding  a  respectable  rank  and  standing  in 
society. 

The  effect  which  this  horrible  transaction  had  on  the 
politics  of  this  state,  and  a  sketch  of  the  history  of  the 
political  party  which  grew  out  of  it,  will  be  given  in  an- 
other place.     [See  Chapter  88.] 

At  present  I  will  merely  remark,  that  Gk)v.  Clinton  was, 
in  1826,  high  priest  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the 
United  States,  which  was  the  highest  masonic  station  in 
the  United  States;  and  that  this  circumstance  deprived  him 
of  many  votes  in  the  part  of  the  state  where  Morgan  had 
lived,  and  would  have  deprived  him  of  many  more,  had 
it  not  been  well  known,  that  Judge  Rochester  was  aho 
a  mason,  though  of  inferior  standing  in  the  masoiiic  or- 
der.* 

*]>iirliigthemte1*raM)Dt  which  mie<*«pded  the  ontrnne  upon  Monpin,  Ctyw.  CIlnlDB 
van  ciMrgBd  not  only  with  ba^tnc  been  priry  to«  but  as  Grind  High  Prlmor  tfiMi 
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4H9oortttio  aide,  were  Root,  of  Dehware;  Ifosst/,  of  Onh 
ondaga;  Wardwell  and  Bucklin,  of  Jetferson;  B.  &  Doty; 
«f  St  LnwTtfnce;  Paige,  of  Schenectady;  Hay,  of  War- 
«ea;  Cowles,  of  Putnam;  Sherman,  of  New- York,  and 
Skinner,  of  Geneeea  On  the  Clintonian  side  were  Bahv 
.  tftow,  of  Tioga;  SleTens,  of  Washington;  Sill,  of  Onoi»- 
dnga;  Granger,  of  Ontario;  Pish,  of  Montgomery;  Birdtf- 
«U,  of  Chenango,  and  Mr.  Bry^o  of  Cattaraugns,  all  i^ 
t^iMtable  for  talents  and  inteUtgenoe. 

Gen.  Root  wm  choaen  speaker.  He  received  seyentji* 
Ibup  Yotes ;  Francis  Granger  thirljK^three,  and  there  were 
aevea  scattering  Totes.  It  was  with  some  diifieulty  tiiat 
^.aoajortty  of  the  party  was  obtained  for  the  nomination 
•f  Mr.  Root  This  difficulty  waa  pro1>ably  produced  by 
Ihe.Erie  canal  iatei«st  and  its  opposition  to  the  state  road 
At  tke  democratic  caueos  held  on  the  evening  (^receding 
Ibo  meetiBg  cf  the  legislaliirei  *^to  nominate  their  officers^ 
sixty-seven  members  of  assembly  answered  to  their  namea 
On  the  first  baUot  foF  a  candidate  for  speaker  the  resolt 
was»  for  David  W.  Bucklin  thirty-three,  Erastus  Root 
Ihirty-one,  scattering  eight.  No  choice  having  been 
■lade,  a  second  ballot  was  had,  when  Mr.  Buekiin  receive 
ed  thirty-five  votes,  Qen.  Root  had  thirty-three,  and  three 
scattering.  On  the  third  ballot,  Gen.  Root  had  thirt}^»nfne 
fotea,  Mr.  Bucklin  thirty,  two  scattering,  and  Gren.  Root 
was  thereupon  deetared  to  be  nominated" 

Gen.  Root«  in  addressing  the  assembly^  after  being  ctxh 
4acted  to  the  dbair^  among  other  things  said  :  "^It  is  usual 
for  the  speaker  to  assure  the  bouse,  th»t  be  mil  pursue  an 
impartial  course  of  proceeding.  If  by^  impartiality  is 
meant  to  throw  askfe  the  principles  which  distinguish  the 
party  to  which  1  beioog,  it  nniet  «ot  be  expected  that  i 
wiH  be  impartial.  I  waa  ekseted '  to'  the  legisbtture  by  a 
'  pofctktal  psirty,  aod  it  wo«U  api|nav  that  I  Mi  •  honored 
•     with  this  chahr,  by  the^  same  partfr    Whef)  a  eommittoi 


i»  to  be  ftpfitniitM  M  s*i{llB#liM'^)dr  ^iftf  tfltfilv^  plAHy 
amideTalUmn,  il  rnnjr'  to  etfMMttM'  ttkii  t  tlhiil  ttppoioft  a 
«i&>>rity  of  tiwl  oM^mim^flroft)  fte  pfipty  to  whidh  I  te- 
k»ig«  And  dn  &  qoeslMfe  Of  Iwml  bdilriiig,  Ihvolviti^ 
ioierMte  to  aoy  eoecMorable  c^rtetit,  M  otttmot  be  expectcHi 
Jthat  I  wiU  refer  it  td  a  €Mtimim&  eMftfi^y  disposed  to  H  ; 
I  am  not  n^ilKi^  to  put  a  chiW  id  tiilrtf^  to  b6  tftrangl^^d."^ 

The  deelanition  that  ko  inteackid  to  «6t  aa  it  pnity 
af^eaker,  was  harah  and  uitufilal.  Ofie  hi^  arid  impor* 
tent  doty  of  a  praudiag  offiAif  of  a  fegteMhm  hcxi^  i«  to 
filDtOct  the  miooiily  «iid  ieOtire^  ftem  i#*  tK^  exercise  of 
their  rights.  The  majority  having  in  their  own  hands  ihh 
p#^er^  win  take  0^1*0  ef^taif  o«ril  f ^fftsl  lldweVer,  the 
tfiteiition  of  Gte.  Rmty  al  Ait^tlititi  by  MM,  WM  in  ao« 
oordikDoe  with  Ibe  praetM  4rf  aH  pf^Mding  officeffs;  ^ha^ 
av^r  assaranc^s  they  imy  gii^  of  rigid  impMiiiAitf.  Thb 
iairt  seatenee  I  hevre  ^adlad  {mm  the  address,  I'^a's  un« 
doobtedly  intended^  by  Mir.  Rtiaty  ai^  a  i^bnke  to  his  pre* 
decassor  (CoL  Yoimg)  fkft  bkr  OMdml  fhc  preceding  ses« 
sioo  in  reiatioQ  to  the  state  raad^ 

The  governor  in  his  messag^F  oan^nilulat^d  the  legisla- 
ture on  the  adoption  by  the  peo^  of  the  amendments  U} 
the  oonstttution  removing  ail  r(»airiidtiM»  to  the  right  of 
¥<rting»  eiccept  only  diihi^mhip  mvd  a  residence  of  sit 
months,  and  direetmg  tfaat  justieeS^  6f  tiks  pentie  should  be 
0le6ted  by  the  people  »f  tli0  reB{9eei}ve  townd.  After 
vrtiati  have  laid  when  8]^aiUtig  df  the  pitei^dtoc^Ags  of 
^  eonvoDlion  of  l6S&i«  I  notv  only  add,  that  ihis  latter 
amendment  completed  tbo  independeMie^  of  the  ^at  ma^i^ 
af  electors,  and  effectoaHy  reiie^^d  then^  from  the  tyrani* 
eal  eontrol  ovter  public  opinton  k^  the  denlral  power; 
From  the  moment  thia«mei||drneAt  wis^lifdopted,  electionf^ 
baye  beoR  frea^  in  the  state  af  I<te>l»t¥lM«. 

The  govemdr  apdke  io  teittia  a#  tiHftff  ftvtoMed  ex\AftL^ 
liitt^  of  the  auocessibl  ^fWMMl  Ht  fiM  ^iiauM    H&k^ 


M4  MMUOTAM.  Hwrowr.  [IBKt. 

Tonaed  the  legiatolore  dNit  Um  bahmoe  of  debt  due  from 
the  state  for  the  oonatnietioii  <^  the  canals^  was  serea 
million  nioe  huadfed  and  forty^four  thoosaod  aeren  htt»- 
dred  and  seventy  dollars  and  ninety  cents;  that  the  income 
arising  from  them  the  last  year  waa  seyen  hundred  and 
seventy-one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  doUan 
and  ten  cents ;  and  that  the  income  arising  from  otbesr 
funds  which  had  been  assigned  for  the  payment  of  the 
canal  debt,  when  added  to  the  income  from  the  toll% 
would  swell  the  amount  to  more  than  one  million  doUar& 
How  spleBjdid  were  then  the  financial  proqieds  of  the 
state! 

On  the  subject  of  the  payment  of  the  canal  debt,  Mn 
Clinton  remarks — ^'  This  state  has  derived  great  reputap 
tion  from  its  enterprise  io  undertaking,  and  its  perseve^ 
ranee  in  executing,  a  work  of  immense  benefit,  and  it 
ought  te  set  another  example  of  the  extinguishment  of  a 
great  public  debt.  This  precedent  will  be  more  beneficial 
in  itself,  and  more  animating  in  all  its  aspects  and  conse* 
quences,  than  any  fugitive  or  even  permanent  advantages 
that  can  emanate  from  another  course."  While  I  cordially 
concur  in  the  wisdom  and  propriety  of  this  su^estion,  I 
cannot  but  feel  surprise  and  r^ret  to  perceive  that  in  thia 
same  message  the  governor  either  directly  or  indirectly 
recommended  a  variety  of  new  and  expensive  improve- 
ments, by  roads  and  canals,  which,  if  the  legislature  had 
adopted  them,  would,  instead  of  leading  to  the  extinguish^ 
ment  of  the  public  debt,  as  he  urges  in  the  passage  above 
quoted;  have  added  many  millions  to.  that  debt 

The  year  1^26  bad  been  a  year  of  great  pecuniary 
embarrassment,  and  the  governor  imputes  that  distress  to 
the  extensive  issues  and  sudden  contraction  of  the  banks; 
This  evil  arising  from  improvident  issues  of  bank  paper/ 
was  not  then  so  generally  nor  so  well  understood  as  at 
present ;  and  I  aUude  to  the  aiggestioa  io  Mr.  Clkitoii^tf 
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message,  as  another  efideaee  cf  bit  sagadly  in  dtseenmg 
early  the  sources  from  which  public  calamities  might  be 
apprehended,  and  his  promptness  in  warning  the  constittt- 
ted  authorities  to  obviate,  as  far  as  they  had  die  power  of 
obviating,  the  canses  of  those  calamities. 

The  governor  i^ain  recommended  the  making  of  a  state 
road  from  Hudson's  river  to  Lake  Brie. 

Gen.  McClure,  obairmao  of  the  state  road  cotnmiltee, 
early  in  the  sessicMl  (12th  January,)  reported  a  bill  for 
making  the  road  upon  the  plan  recommended  by  the  late 
commissioners.  The  debate  on  the  subject  was  opened^ 
on  the  19th,  with  some  asperity  on  both  sides.  Col.^ 
Young  had  lately  puUished  a  pamphlet  on  political  econ- 
omy, in  which  some  allusion  was  mad6  to  the  state  road> 
project  Mr.  McCIure  charged  him  with  making  this  puiv 
lication  with  a  view  to  influence  the  legislature  when  act- 
ing on  this  question,  and  with  availing  himself  of  the  la- 
bors of  professor  McVickar,  without  giving  credit  to  die 
real  author.  He  wlis  answered  by  Mr.  Mann,  of  Scho- 
harie, who  repelled  the  imputations  against  Col«  Young 
with  great  spirit  and  ardor.  Mr.  Granger  also  again  as^ 
sailed  the  state  road  project  with  great  spirit,  address  and 
zeal.  The  subject  was  from  time  to  time  discussed  tiH 
the  18th  of  February,  when,  on  a  motion  in  committee  of 
the  whole  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  it  was 
carried  by  a  vote  of  fifty-five  to  forty-five.  This  report 
was  sustained  in  the  house,  sixty-four  to  forty-eight  By 
a  reference  to  the  names  of  the  sitty-four  who  voted  for 
the  rejection  of  the  bill,  it  will  be  found  that  fiflty-five  of 
them  were  from  counties  situate  in  the  canal  valleys. 

On  the  20th  February,  Mr.  Abraham  Keyser  was  re- 
elected treasurer. 

In  the  latter  part  of  January,  a  movement  was  made  by 
some  Clintonian^Adams  members  of  the  legislature  to 
efiect  the  election,  to  tlie  senate  of  the  United  States,  of  a 


t#  bo  joioed  by<tb»4QmQfWlJi^^A4a«M^  »^     ibQ  legiti»> 

of  tbe  AMiotml  »4nm9itrfttii»(i  m  Dm  ^raoipg  of  Ibe  90th, 
bat  the  meeting  mm  ftlteii4«d  .4)^  wly  Iwo  d^ivtorriOte 
nmnbem.'  T]b»re  neto  lia^Wihlodly  «  eamdef^bte  mm- 
ber  of  democratic  Adwnt  rota  in  Ibe  rvvo  hoMSM  cf  ikm 
kigiiiliitijM^  bM  tfaoy  «ei^  .^x$sem^  wwAling  to  Come  K> 
an  opeD  britacb  untb  tM»r  |«vty;  und  w  behalf  of  Mi^ 
Van  Bnrai,  hi«  fimid«  lurgni  hit  ai^pesrior  Qapac^J!  far 
ii99l«i(Qe8m  founded  4»n  im  avparieuoe  aft  a  national  logiab- 
tor,  and  on  bis  admiilted  aupadoiiljF  of  laients  ;  bendes  i| 
waa  urged,  that  Mr.  ,Vm  Bur^  m»  not  $mimm4  <aod 
it  waa  true  he  was  w^t  ftAliolf  oommitled)  /bt  or  0g(m9i 
eUh^r  qf  the  pretUtniHti  candide^* 

At  the  CtiatoMan  oaiiiciwy  bold  m  the  SQIk^  Hiapban 
Van  BeBsaeiaiey,  I  prosiime  wilhottt  bia  bnowladgG»^  waa 
Bomiiiated  aa  the  Adams  candidiAo  for  senatar  of  the  United 
Stales.  But  on  the  ilh  of  Febniary^  Mr.  V aa  Buren  wm  )pe^ 
eteoted  by  a  large  iiiaj<H*Uy  in  bolh  bouaeii.  In  the  senate^ 
MessHL  Golden,  B<i9apdaaAnd  VMb^f  and  in  the  asaembty 
Messrs.  BirdsaK  and  Br3i(aAl,  fM  CJialoiiians^  Toled  ftr 
biBs.  This  isat  the  fiM  piibl^  devKWislration  imbich  tho 
diiiloniian  Jadekson  oie^  had  a$Nrde4  pf  their  deterattoa^ 
tion  to  fivippoire  Van  Bmiaa. 

The  reply  of  M?.  Van  Sumi^  to  Ae  notjoe  giTen  hina 
by  order  of  the  twa  hawM  qf  bis  iv^icileetioii,  is  ool  a  Mtiia 
curious.    It  waa  in  the  fcliowii^  aniida : 

<*  Wkshh^t^on,  F(*.  18,  1W7. 

"  Sir  :  I  have  received  the  resdul^  of  the  senate  ap- 
pointing me  a  senator  to  represent  the  state  in  the  senate 
of  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  after  the  third  of' 
March  next,  and  have  lo  art  permission  to  communicate 
to  the  senate,  through  you,  my  acceptance  of  the  office. 


6/»  ^my  ^ifwn  feelm^  I  avail  myaelf  of  the  opportunity 
ttua  pvesented,  to  a&y  'Ibat,  having  considered  aay  firel 
appQMAnasnt  aa  aaorvidemca  <tf  Gonfidenoe  and  liberality-  to 
which  my  pobhc  oervioes  could  have  given  me  no  preteii*^ 
•ion,  I  cannot  but  regard  my  re-appointment,  unAer  exiaV 
kg  ^Ircamstaoees,  and  with  such  gratifying  unaoiinity,  aa 
afi  act  of  ilKVor^  demanding  the  expression  of  my  ntnoost 
gratitude.  I  do  assure  the  senate,  that  I  am  deepty  sen^ibltt 
of  the  honor  which  has  been  conferred  upon  me :  And  to 
jnstky  their  confidence^  it  shall  be  my  conMaat  and  zeal* 
0DS  endeavor  to  protect  the  remaming  rightf  reserved  to 
the  states  by  the  federal  constitution ;  to  restore  ihom  wf 
which  they  have  been  divested  by  eanstruetion;  HtiA  \m 
procaote  the  interests  and  honor  of  our  common  couotrj. 
**  With  great  respect, 

**  Your  obedieoft  serrant, 

"M.  V.BUREH. 

^Hoik  NaTHAMBL   PlTORBfty 

''President  of  the  senate  i^  the  state  of  New-YorL^ 

At  the  time  this  letter  was  written,  one  might  well  hav# 
inquired  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  of  what  *'  rights  "  the  statea 
had  "  been  divested  1 "  When  and  by  whom  1  Certaiol]^ 
not  by  Mr.  Adams  or  his  administration,  for  at  that  tim^ 
if  I  recollect  rightly^  no  important  measure  had  been 
adopted  which  had  not  been  supported  or  at  any  rate  re* 
ceived  the  assent  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  The  appointment 
of  envoys  to  represent  the  United  States  in  the  Panama 
congress  by  the  president  without  first  obtaining  the  cod" 
sent  of  the  national  legislature,  and  the  powers  with  whicl^ 
Mr.  Adams  proposed  that  our  representative  in  the  Am^^ 
ncan  convention  should  be  clothed,  had  been  successfully 
resisted  by  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his  friends  in  the  senate 
qS  the  United  States.     Mr.  Adams  therefore,  whatever  ha 


nay  hare  attoiapfeed,  bad  not,  in  ro«p<K)l  to  4liat  meaaare, 
^J^neMted'^  the  states  of  any  rights.  If  the  national 
gOYernment  had,  '^  by  eonstruction  dhesied  "  the  states  of 
any  rights,  it  must  have  been  by  chartering  an  United 
States  Bank,  and  by  other  acts  done  durii^  the  adminis^ 
iration  of  Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Moproe,  but  of  both 
these  adoiioistrations  Mr.  Van  Bureii  bad  been  an  ardent 
supporter,  and  at  the  n>oment  he  wrote  the  letter  in  ques>* 
tion,  elaimed  the  confidence  of  his  political  friends  be* 
cause  he  had  yielded  such  support.  The  truth  is  that  this 
assurance  that  he  would  endeavor  to  restore  lost  state 
rights  was  thrown  out  as  a  kind  of  manifesto  of  the 
grounds  of  the  war  which  he  intended  to  wbge  against  the 
administration  of  Mr.  Adams. 

That  there  is  danger  that  the  generrai  government,  by 
means  of  its  vast  amount  of  patronage,  its  mighty  re- 
sources and  the  personal  weight  of  character  and  talent 
of  those' who  administer  it,  may  encroach  on  the  constitu- 
tional rights  and  independence  of  the  states,  I  think  every 
reflecting  man  will  admit  without  hesitation ;  while  on  the 
other  hand  it  is  obvious  that  the  state  governments  will 
aaturally  possess  the  confidence  and  support  of  the  peo- 
ple, they  being  more  immediately  created  by  the  people. 
The  slates  too  individually  possess  the  great  mass  of  ji>^ 
dicial  power  which  has  been  delegated  by  the  people-^ 
each  state  also  has  a  treasury  and  controls  its  militia.  The 
power  of  administering  justice  between  man  and  man,  iit 
aeariy  all  cases,  is  vested  in  the  stale  authorities.  To  our 
own  state  we  look  for,  and  in  our  own  state  we  find,  pro^ 
taction  of  our  property,  our  reputation  and  our  lives. 
Bach  state  therefore  not  only  controls  a  purse  and  a  sword 
which  are  properly  its  own,  but  it  has  a  perfect  and  an  or^- 
ganized  government  at  all  limes  prepared  to  resist  en- 
CToachments  and  violations  of  its  rights  by  any  other 
power,  and  it  may  be  to  legalize  faction.     While  therefom 


It  ifl  admitted,  on  the  one  hand,  ^^^^  the  tondaney  of  thd 
eeotral  or  general  govorament  is  to  accuniolajie  power  by  a 
gradual  usurpation  of  those  powers  which  constitutioDally. 
belong  to  the  states;  on  the  other,  it  is  evident  that  the  pro- 
pensity of  the  state  politicians  will  be  to  increase  the  power 
of  the  individual  states  at  the  expense  of  the  legitimate  au* 
tbority  of  the  central  government.  A  vigilant  guard  against 
encroachments  by  either  of  the  parties  to  this  singular  and 
anomalous  compact  may^  like  the  centripetal  and  centrifu- 
g|d  motion  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  tend  to  preserve  and 
perpetuate  the  harmonious  motion  of  our  complicated  po- 
litical machinery.  But  I  am  digressing  from  the  path  I 
bad  marked  out  for  myself  to  pursue ;  and  yet  I  must  be , 
excused  for  adding  one  other  remark,  or  rather  of  laying 
down  a  single  proposition^  without  troubling  the  reader 
with  the  reasons  on  which  it  is  founded.    It  is  this : 

If  there  be  a  defect  in  our  national  government^  that 
defect  is,  that  by  means  of  its  patronage,  it  is  too  strong, 
in  time  of  peace,  and  in  time  of  war  its  powers  are  too 
feeble.  If  any  man  doubts  the  weakness  of  the  govern- 
ment during  war,  let  him  look  at  its  condition  and  the 
attitude  assumed  by  the  single  state  of  Massachusetts  dur- 
ing the  last  year  of  the  last  war  with  England. 

Applications  in  the  early  part  of  the  session  were  pre* 
sQnted  to  the  legislature,  urging  that  the  Genesee  VaUey, 
Crooked  lake.  Black  river  and  Chenango  canals  shoukl 
be  constructed  by  the  state.  The  inhabitants  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Broome,  Chenango,  and  Madison,  had  some  time 
previously  projected  a  canal  from  Binghamton,  through 
the  centre  of  those  counties,  which  should  intersect  th^. 
Erie  canal  at  Utica,  and  had  made  one  or  two  unsuccess- 
ful efTorts  to  induce  the  legislature  to  favor  their  views^ 
At  the  last  election,  the  selection  of  candidates  in  those 
counties  had  been  made  with  reference  to  the  accomplish-* 
ment  of  that  favorite  object    Although  the  county  of 
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inteveflt  so  fiur  ^  the  better  of  their  pobtbal  prineiplM^ 
that  they  'elected  Mr.  James  BirdsaH,  an  actife,  iiifliieDtisi» 
and  zealous  CSiritonian,  for  one  of  their  candidatea,  be* 
cause  be  was  lenofra  to  be  a  man  of  great  persevenuiee. 
address  »id  laletit,  in  pushing  measures  of  a  doubtful  oha^ 
raeter  through  the  legislative  assembKes.  Tbe  termisa* 
tion  of  the  proposed  canal.at  Utica  created  a  very  utroii^ 
interest  in  that  dty  and  in  the  county  of  Oneida  ui^favo^ 
of  the  project  For  these  and  other  reasona  it  ^pfai 
thought^best,  by  the  applicants  for  other  lateral  canaiB^  t^ 
make  the  bilt  fbr  constructing  the  Chenango  caaal  a  pio* 
oeer  bffl.  My  own  views  on  the  subject  of  these  applies^ 
tions  then  were,  and  now  are,  that  it  was  mwlse  in  die 
legMatufe  to  aothorize  these  improvements  at  the  expense 
and  risd^of  the  state.  The  great  Erie  and  ChamjdsAi 
oanals  were  C9mpleted.  The  whole  debt  of  the  state  for 
those  magnificent  works  was  less  than  eight  milfions  of 
dollars,  h  was  then  believed,  what  subsequent  experfy 
ettce  praved  true,  that  in  a  very  few  years  that  debt  wiouH 
be  extinguished ;  and  that  the  state  would  be  left  hi  pos- 
session of  a  sure  and  certafai  amual  income  over  and  above 
all  expenditures  for  repairs,  &€.,  of  more  than  a  mtHiom 
of  doHars.  The  state  ought,  h  appears  to  me,  then  to 
have  suspended  aH  farther  expenditures  fbr  internal  im- 
provements until  this  period  should  have  arrived,  and  then 
to  have  expended  in  making  lateral  canals,  and  in  repair- 
ing, and  perhaps  doubling  the  locks  Of  the  Erie  canal,  aBf 
the  surplus  reventje.  These  improvements,  if  judiciously 
made,  would  have  added  yearly  to  the  nett  income  of  Ae 
state,  eventoaBy  the  reasonable  expectations  of  the  dtl- 
iens  of  every  section  of  tiie  state  would  have  been  satifr 
fied,  and  the  financial  condition  of  New- York  would  have 
been  better  than  that  of  any  other  community  on  the  globe. 
No  debt  should  have  been  contracted  except  upon  great 
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emergencies  and  for  small  aiiiounls^  payable  at  a  short 
day.  In  »  case  where  a  clear  and  palpable  advantage 
^rould  aecniie,  the  state  income  oiight,  perhaps,  with  pro* 
priety  b*|ve  been  anticipated  for  one,  two,  or  three  years. 
WhcA  the  income  of  a  farmer  exceeds  bis  expensef^  it 
1IUI4T  be  w«U  for  him  to  invest  the  surplus  in  more  lands  ; 
h$lf^  wbut  duicreet  farmer  wUl  mortgage  property  be  has 
aJlievdiX  paid  for,  for  the  purpose  of  borrowing  money  to  in^ 
vest  in  the  purchase  of  more  lands?  A  man  of  ordinary 
ci^fW^J  cannot  fail  to  perceive  that  such  a  course  would  be 
inipnidenlt  in  an  individual,  even  if  the  rents  of  his  new  pur* 
chased  lands  would  pay  the  interest  of  the  purchase  money« 

^Hon  palpably  absurd,  then,  would  be  the  conduct  of  an 
individual  who  should  borrow  money  to  pay  for  an  additioon 
al  farm»  when  it  was  ascertained  that  the  rent  of  the  new« 
so  far  from  paying  the  interest,  would  not  even  pay  for  man- 
aging it  and  keeping  it  in  repair?  The  last  supposed  caat 
waa  preoiaely  in  principle  the  case  of  the  Chenango  canal ; 
and  yet  Mr.  Granger  and  Mr.  Sill,  and  many  others  who 
were  so  extremely  alarmed  for  the  credit  of  the  state  when 
the  atate  road  improvement  was  proposed,  put  in  requisi*- 
tion  all  thdir  energies  in  behalf  of  the  application  for  the 
Chenangp  canaJ.  Mr.  Granger,  in  particular,  with  skill 
a^d  address,  sustained  the  measure.  He  bad  diamounied 
tbose  who  attempted  to  convert  the  state  road  into  a  bob- 
by, while  he  himself  dexterously  bestrided  the  Chenango 
canal  hobby^  I  hope  it  ia  not  uncharitable  to  aay,  as  one 
means  of  riding  into  power.  Tbe  financial  officer  of  tb^ 
state  (Comptroller  Marcy)  was  opposed  to  the  nieasuret 
and  a  majority  of  the  caoal  board,  of  which  Col.  Young  . 
wa3  an  efficient  end  active  member,  concurred  with  him  in 
opini<in«    A  majority  of  tbe  democratic  members  of  tbe 

'  legtslatqre  were  also  opposed  to  tbe  project,  But  Mr. 
Qrai^er,  itf>twithstanding  this  formidable  opposition,  and 
wilb  thQ  JX^tn  of  the  eafteft  aa  I  hi|Q»bly  eoneeive,  against 
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him,  succeeded  in  carrying  the  bill  through  the  assembly  by 
a  vote  of  sixty  to  fifty-one.  The  senate,  however,  had  the 
wisdom  and  firmness  to  resist  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and 
it  was  lost  in  that  house  by  a  vote  of  fourteen  to  ten. 

On  the  17th  of  April,  the  legislature  adjourned  to  the 
second  Tuesday  of  September.  The  object  of  this  con- 
templated extra  session  was  to  take  into  consideration  and 
pass  upon  the  Revised  Statutes,  or  such  of  them  as  should 
then  tie  reported  by  the  revisers.. 

The  revisers,  it  will  be  recollected,  were  appointed  in 
1824,  but  the  progress  they  had  made  in  the  work  of  re- 
vision had  been  extremely  slow.  Gen.  Root  had,  for  a 
consideration  of,  I  believe,  one  thousand  dollars,  paid  to 
him  for  his  past  services,  resigned  as  one  of  the  revisers, 
and  Mr.  Henry  Wheaton  had  been  appointed  in  his  place  ; 
but  Mr.  Wheaton  had  been  appointed  by  the  President' 
charge  (f  affaires  at  an  European  court,  and  had  also  re- 
signed. The  appointment  of  a  successor  devolved  on  the 
governor,  and  he  selected  John  C.  Spencer.  The  board 
of  revisers  now  consisted  of  John  Duer,  Benjamin  P. 
Butler,  and  John  C.  Spencer,  all  able  and  learned  lawyers. 

Never  was  a  political  party  in  a  better  stale  of  discipline 
than  was  the  Van  Buren  or  democratic  party  in  New- 
York  during  the  years  1828,  '27,  and  28.  A  sense  of 
common  danger,  which  was  entertained  by  the  leaders  of 
that  party,  probably  had  a  great  eflTect  in  inducing  them 
to  act  in  concert.  A  large  majority  of  the  party  were  op- 
posed both  to  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Clinton.  They  had  no 
confidence  either  in  the  state  or  national  executive.  They 
wished  to  change  both  ;  but  in  order  to  eflfect  that  change, 
it  was  necessary  so  to  conduct  their  political  operations 
as  to  draw  into  their  support  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
friends  of  the  governor,  and  especially  of  the  democratic 
friends  of  Mr.  Adams.  I  hazard  little,  with  those  who 
were  at  that  day  in  active  life,  and  knew  the  state  of  pub- 


He  feeling,  in  aiMierting,  that  had  the  question  been  taken 
b^vreen  Mr.  Adams  and  Gen.  Jackson  at  any  time  during 
the  first  two  years  of  the  presidency  of  the  former,  a  very 
large  majority  of  the  people  would  have  declared  for  Mr. 
Adams.  Hence  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his  friends  enjoined 
OKMt  rigidly  on  all  their  adherents  not  to  commit  them* 
selves  on  the  presidential  question.  They  averred  that 
their  sole  object  was  to  preserve  the  entire  union  of  the 
democratic  party,  and  that  when  that  party  at  the  proper 
time  should  announce  its  preference  for  either  of  the  pres- 
idential candidates,  they  would  in  good  faith  endeavor  to 
carry  into  effect  its  determination.  The  democratic  news- 
papers (and  especially  the  Albany  Argus,)  were  conducted 
with  great  skill  and  address  in  accordance  with  this 
scheme.  So  rigidly  were  these  injunctions  of  what  has 
been  called  the  Albany  regency  enforced,  that  several  in*- 
dividuals,  fascinated  with  the  personal  character  of  Gicn. 
Jackson,  who  openly  declared  their  preference  for  him, 
were  at  least  silently  rebuked  and  partially  put  in  political 
Coventry  by  the  same  class  of  men  who  had  themselves  at 
that  time  Cully  determined  that  Gen.  Jackson  was  to  be 
their  candidate.  These  sagacious  politicians  foresaw  that 
if  at  that  early  day  the  general  was  proclaimed  as  the 
democratic  candidate,  so  formidable  would  the  opposition 
then  be,  that  all  expectations  of  success,  (and  the  expect* 
ation  of  success  many  times  secure  it,)  would  be  annihi- 
lated. Therefore  it  was,  that  the  regency  }>reached  and 
practiced  the  doctrine  of  non-committalism. 

After  the  re-election  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  the  United 
States  senate,  more  freedom  was  tolerated  in  the  i^xpression 
of  opinions  favorable  to  Jackson  and  adverse  to  AdamSw 
The  latter  gentleman  was  represented  as  strongly  inclined 
lo  add  to  the  power  and  dignity  of  the  general  govern^ 
ment  by  a  too  liberal  construction  of  the  constitution^ 
lie  hioiself  was  represented  as  cQid.  heartless  and  repul^ 
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*five  in  bbmannera.  He  was  made  to  bo^  audi  bcJiott? 
in  f«ct«  continues  to  be,  personally  unpopular!  Or  tbe 
other  hand,  General  Jackson,  independent  of  hia  muUt^itj 
fame,  was  said  to  posseiM,  and  did  in  fact  possesii,  maay 
points  in  his  character  extremely  agreeable  to  the  mass  of 
men.  His  decision  of  character,  hU  apparent  frankoas^ 
and  tlie  cordial  nritanner  with  which  he  addressed  all  ordera 
of  men,  gave  him  an  ascendancy  over  the  hearts  of  tliose 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  But  that  trait  in  his 
character  which  created  a  sort  of  enthusiastic  adbdiratioa 
was  his  chivalric  pei^sonal  bravery,  admitted  to  be  imrivalr 
led  by  enemies  as  well  as  friends.  When  to  this  trait  weos 
added  his  distinguished  military  services^  whscb  weiv 
crowned  by  his  triumphant  and  splendid  victory  »l  liew- 
Orleans,  it  is  not  surprising  that,  independent  of  all  patty 
organization  and  interest,  he  should  have  possessed  a  psi^ 
litical  capital  which  was  exclusively  his  owa«  NsrtWithi 
standing  the  interest  of  our  people  ie  decidedly  in  finro^ 
of  peace,  and  the  genius  and  general  theory  of  oar 
government  js  pacific,  1  do  not  believe  there  is  a  natktt 
on  the  globe,  not  excepting  even  the  enthusiastic  Fteftek, 
so  liable  to  be  fascinated  by  military  glory  as  the  poepk 
cf  the  United  States.  In  vain  might  you  represent  Mn 
Adams  as  an  accomplished  and  able  writer,  a  learned  eon^ 
stitutional  lawyer,  an  experienced  diplomatist  and  a  pro«' 
found  statesman ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  deny  thai  Gotti 
Jackson  possessed  these  high  and  essential  quaJificalions^ 
you  would  be  answered  that  Gen«  Jackson  was  an  honest 
patriot  of  great  decision  of  character^  of  sotthA  mind, 
who  had  perilled  his  life  for  his  country,  and  gfallantly  de^ 
feated  the  British  legions  at  New-Orleans.  Thaa  last 
alksgntton  in  favor  of  the  general  was  dedsive. 

Another  oircumsfance  which  eootriboted  to  stf^ilgtiieA 
tbo  Jackson  party  in  New- York  wa9,  that  at;  tho  com* 
mencument  of  the  admimtralion  of  Mr.  Muaroe^^Gsaora) 


Jbek80i>  lliul  writMi  to  him  a  letter  in  'wfti^  tie  enprMsed 
isiropimoD,  that  inasmuch  as  the  points  of  diffei^nce  between 
Ae  federal  and  republioan  parties  had  ceased  to  oTiist,  the 
{leriod  had  arrived  when  the  national  appointing  power 
tjfnght  select  its  officers  from  that  class  of  citizens  person^ 
ally  the  most  deserving,  and  who  were  best  calculated  to 
discharge  their  official  duties  for  the  public  benefit. 

This  sentiment  was  extremely  agreeable  to  the  federal 
fats  of  this  state,  and  highly  landed  by  them.  Proih  the  year 
1801  down  to  the  present  time,  with  the  exception  of 
tome  insignificant  appointments  made  by  Mr.  Mbarexe 
and  Mr.  Adams,  the  federalists,  as  a  party,  had  been,  by 
the  national  executive^  excluded  from  participation  itt  the 
ttktional  patronage.  Many  federalists,  judging  from  the 
sentiments  contained  in  Greneral  JacksonV  letter  to  Mr* 
Monroe,  entertained  an  opinion  that  if  the  former  could 
be  placed  at  the  head  of  the  general  government,  tbi9sys» 
tem,  which  they  denominated  proscriptfon^  would  be  abol^ 
ilhed.  Hence  such  eminent  federalists  as  Chancellor 
Jones,  Thomas  J.  Oakley,  and  many  others,  early  declared 
in  his  favor.*  This  circumstance,  one  wouM  think, 
would  have  alarmed,  at  least  the  rank  and  file  men,  of  the 
dbmocratic  party  ;  but  it  did  not.  They  saw,  or  thought 
they  saw,  that  the  administration  of  Mr.  Adamrs  was  grad- 
ually coming  into  the  track  of  ancient  federafrsm  ;  they 
perceived  that  a  large  majority  of  their  federal  neighbors 
Were  zealous  supporters  of  Mr.  Adams;  Although  ^r. 
Adams  made  no  removals,  (for  which  cause,  by  the  bye, 
he  lost  many  friends,)  they  learned  that  he  now  and  then 
appointed  federalists  to  office,  and  they  were  assured  that 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  most  of  their  long-tried,  fiiithfu! 
democratic  leaders  did  not  regard  Mr.  Adams  as  a  repub- 

*  At  «Dr  rntei  the  tdvlpn  gtven  by  Geo.  JMkflWftM  *'r.  tamm;  ffbifiMifd  tHns 
4iMlngutobed  fetlernltata  with  a  plausible  euiiaa  tor  JoUdng,  what  tkes  h^  reasoQ  it 
r  would  be  the  •trongesc  petty. 


tt6  FOhnMOAh  pieiKMiT  [lti|. 

licaDf  but  had  full  confidence  in  Gen.  Jackaon.  They 
were  told  too,  that  the  democratic  party  in  the  nation  way 
in  favor  of  Jackson.  Hence  the  fact  that  a  few  federal- 
bts  had  declared  their  opposition  to  Mr.  Adams  did  not 
excite  the  jealousy  of  the  democrats,  and,  indeed,  ^nade 
little  impression  on  them. 

Some  movements  were  made  in  Virginia,  Ohio,  and  at 
Buffalo  and  at  two  or  three  other  places  in  the  state  of  New- 
York,  to  bring  forward  Mn  CUnton  as  a  candidate  for  the 
presidency ;  but  there  is  no  evidence  that  any  of  those 
movements  were  made  by  his  consent,  or  with  his  appro* 
bation.  From  the  year  1824,  down  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  Mr.  Clinton  declared  openly  and  frankly,  his  pre- 
ference of  Gen.  Jackson,  and  his  determination  to  support 
his  election ;  and  in  the  latter  part  of  the  summer  of  J827^ 
I  recollect  an  article  appeared  in  the  Evening  Post,  pur- 
porting to  be  authorized  by  a  confidential  friend  of  Grov. 
Clinton,  stating  s«||^tantially,  that  all  efforts  to  support 
him  as  a  candidate  for  the  next  presidency  were  wholly, 
unauthorized  by  him,  and  against  his  wishes.  This  aor 
nouncement  was  never  contradicted  by  Mr.  Clinton. 

The  manufacturers,  particularly  of  woolen  cloths,  in 
the  eastern  and  middle  states,  at  this  period,  became  clam* 
orous  for  more  effectual  protection  against  foreign  com« 
petition,  and  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  congress  to  act 
effectually  on  the  subject,  conventbns  were  held  in  most 
of  Ae  grain  growing  states,  which  resulted  in  a  general 
convention  of  the  friends  of  a  protective  tariff  at  Harris* 
burgh,  in  Pennsylvania,  on  the  30th  day  of  July.  On 
the  17th  of  July,  a  state  convention  was  held  at  Albany 
attended  by  delegates  from  several  of  the  counties  in  the 
state.  The  county  of  Albany  was  represented  by  Anv- 
brose  Spencer,  Benjamin  Knower  and  others.  New- York 
by  baac  Pierson,  Peter  Sharp  and  others.  Genesee  by 
Bthan  B.  Allen  and  David  E.  Evans.     Saratoga  by  SaoHh. 
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ei  Toung  and  others.  Columbia  by  Jacob  Rutsen  Van 
Rensselaer,  Elisha  Williams,  James  Vanderpoel  and  others, 
dtc,  &c.  This  convention  asserted  unequivocally  the  pow- 
er and  duty  of  congress  to  pass  laws  for  the  protection  of 
home  manufactories  and  to  encourage  wool  growing. 
Among  the  resolutions  adopted  were  the  following  : 

**  Resohedy  That  the  laws  of  congress  have,  from  the 
first^  assumed  the  principle  that  revenue  is  so  to  be  levied 
as  shftM  most  encourage  or  least  impede  the  various 
branches  of  commerce  and  of  internal  industry ;  that  thiB 
principle  may  be,  and  ought  to  be,  carried  out  to  a  more 
full  and  extended  application ;  and  that  to  enact  laws  in . 
disregard  of  these  interests,  would  be  an  undue  exercise 
of  power. 

**  Resohed,  That  the  laws  of  the  United  States  which  have 
tended  to  protect  our  interests  of  navigation,  manufactures 
and  planting,  against  the  exclusions,  monopolies,  regula- 
tions and  bounties  of  other  nations,  have  been  the  main 
source  of  whatever  prosperity  this  country  has  enjoyed. 

'^Resohed,  That  inasmuch  as  the  staple  agricultural 
products  of  the  south,  to  wit,  cotton,  tobacco  and  rice,  are 
admitted  mto  the  ports  of  Europe  without  competition  in 
dieir  production,  in  that  part  of  the  world ;  and  while  both 
competition  and  prohibitory  laws  operate  to  exchde  from 
a  European  market  the  breadstuSs,  provisions  and  manu- 
ffletores  of  die  northern,  middle,  and  western  states,  we 
deem  it  unkind  in  our  southern  brethren  to  oppose  the  pas- 
si^  of  laws  which  are  calculated  to  create  a  home  market 
for  am  a^eultnral  productions,  and  to  promote  our  na- 
tieoal  wealth  and  prosperity."* 

These  and  several  other  strong  resolutions  of  the  same 
tenor  and  eiiect,  were  passed  unanimously  by  the  conven* 
tkni^  and  CoL  Young,  Ahran  Stewart  of  Otsego,  and  sev- 

^^^^▼wa^lnilSli^^plll 
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eraJ  others,  were  appointed  delegates  to  the  Harrisburgh 
convention.  Col.  Young  and  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  made 
able  speeches  in  favor  of  the  protective  system  and  of  the 
resolutions.  I  allude  to  the  proceedings  of  this  conven- 
tion, and  give  the  names  of  the  delegates,  for  the  purpose 
of  proving  that  at  that  time  both  the  Jackson  and  Adams 
parties  were  in  favor  of  high  protective  duties. 

Upon  the  near  approacli  of  the  general  election^  in  No- 
vember, the  Albany  regency,  it  would  seem,  deemed  that 
the  period  had  arrived  when  it  became  necessary  to  make 
a  development  of  the  views  of  the  democratic  party  in 
respect  to  the  next  candidate  for  the  presidency.  The 
first  official  annunciation  (if  I  may  be  permitted  so  to  call 
it,)  on  this  subject,  was  made  by  the  *' general  republican 
committee"  of  the  city  of  New- York,  at  Tammany  Hall, 
on  the  26th  of  September.  Of  this  committee,  Benjamin 
Bailey  was  chairman,  and  William  S.  Coe  secretary*  The 
following  are-the  resolutions  which  were  published  by  the 
committee : 

^^Resolvedy  That  we  view  with  undisguised  satisfaction, 
the  marked  preference  which  our  republican  fellow-citi- 
zens have  manifested  for  the  election  of  General  Andrew 
Jackson,  as  president  of  these  United  States ;  and  that  we 
repose  full  confidence  in  his  worth,  integrity,  and  patriot- . 
ism. 

^^Resohtdj  That  it  be  recommended  to  our  republican 
fellow  citizens,  in  addition  to  the  notice  of  meeting  in 
their  respective  wards,  that  they  elect  such  citizens  onJy^  to 
represent  them  in  their  different  committees,  as  are  favor- 
able to  the  man  whom  the  American  people  delight  to 
honor ;  and  who,  in  the  language  of  the  immortal  Jeffer- 
son, **has  filled  the  measure  of  his  country's  glory." 

But  against  these  resolutions,  and  indeed  against  the. 
whole  of  the  proceedings,  James  Fairlie,  Peter  Sharpe, 
Henry  Meigs,  and  nine  other  respectable  members  of  the 
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general  committee,  protested,  as  '^unauthorised,  violent, 
and  unprecedented,''  and  published  their  protest. 

The  cautious  editor  of  the  Albany  Argus  even  yet  spoke 
of  the  pre«dential  candidate  with  great  reserve ;  but  not 
long  after  the  publication  of  the  resolutions  of  the  New- 
York  general  committee,  and  very  shortly  before  the  elec- 
tion, he  came  out  explicitly  and  decidedly  for  Jackson, 
and  recommended  that  the  election  should  be  conducted 
with  express  reference  to  that  question.  His  lead  was  fol- 
lowed by  nearly  all  the  democratic  editors  in  the  state. 
The  efllect  was  prodigious.  All  the  machinery,  the  construe- 
tion  of  which  had  for  two  years  put  in  requisition  the  skill 
and  ingenuity  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his  friends  at  Albany, 
was  suddenly  put  in  motion,  and  it  performed  to  admiration. 

The  Adams  party  in  the  city  of  New-York,  shortly  be- 
fore  the  election,  held  a  meeting  at  Tammany  Hall,  of 
which  the  venerable  Marinus  Willet  was  chairman,  and 
nominated  Peter  Sharpe  and  John  D.  Ditmus  for  senators 
from  the  first  district,  and  James  Fairlie  and  ten  others, 
for  members  of  assembly  from  the  city. 

The  result  of  the  election  afibrded  a  complete  triumph 
to  the  Jackson  party.  The  Jackson  ticket  for  senate  and 
assembly,  in  the  city  of  New- York,  received  a  majority  of 
more  than  four  thovsand  votes.  Nearly  all  the  senato- 
rial districts  were  carried  by  the  same  party,  and  a  large 
majority  of  Jackson  men  were  returned  to  the  assembly. 

The  senators  elected  were : 
From  the  First  District,  Jacob  Tyson,  and 
Mr.  Schenck, 


Second 

do^ 

Walker  Todd, 

Third 

do.. 

Moses  Warren, 

Fourth 

do.. 

Reuben  Sanford, 

Fifth 

do.. 

Nathaniel  8.  Benton, 

Sixth 

do.. 

Grattan  H.  Wheeler. 

Seventh  do.. 

George  B.  Throop^ 

Eighth 

do.. 

Timothy  H.  Porter. 

SI0O  POLITICAL    BI«TQ^Y  l^^^* 

The.  new  WXUgpdBn  conveoed  oa  the  3rd  of  Deoembec* 
The  result  of  baJlotiag  for  speaker  exhibited  a  majoiitj; 
q(  the  houae,  of  repireflexitaiivea.  opposed  to.  Mc.  Adams. 
John  W^  Tax^^^  ^^  ^  candidate  £or  re*eleelioo..  Ti?aoL 
haodjred  aod  five  members-  were.  pjceaeiU.  On  battotwg 
for  speai:er^  Ii&*.  Ta.](ior  recaiveid  luaety^our  nEatea ;  M9 
P.  P,  Barbour  fwr  '^  there  were  tbitee  scaUeriag  volos,  mA 
Mr.  Andrew  Stevenson  of  yirg^lia  reeeiyed  the  r^maiai' 
der  of  the  votes^  (one  hundred  and  four)  and  waftdeolaved 
duty  elected.  Mr.  Van  Buren  a^n  exested  his  ioflu^ 
ence  against  Mr.  Taylor ;  again  it  was  in  the  power  of  tjit 
members  from  this  state  to  have,  elected  him  speaker  aadk 
he  was  again  defeated  by  the  votes  of  the  friends  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren  from  his  own  state*  But  at  this  time  Mr* 
Taylor  belonged  to  one  national  political  party  and  Mr. 
Van  Buren  to  another.  In  my  view,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  as 
a  member  of  a  political  party,  was  therefore  on  this  ocr> 
casion  quite  justifiable  in  the  course  he  took,  although  I 
can  by  no  means  excuse  him  foi;  depriving  his  own  state* 
on  a  former  occasion,  of  the  influence  which  a  speaker 
would  have  had  in  the  bouse  of  representatives  of  the 
Union,  merely  because  the  Mew- York  candidate  had  de^ 
clined  to  vote  for  the  man  whom  Mr.  Van  Buren  believed 
ought  to  be  chosen  governor,  whein  at  the  sajpne  time  he^ 
and  that  candidate  cordially  concurred  in  the  support  of 
the  same  measures  and  same  men  ia  the  national  gomntr 
ment. 

The  legislature,  ia  pursuance  of  their  adjournment  in 
.^pril,  met  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  September,  and  con- 
tinued in  session  for  the  space  of  eigkty-flvs  days,,  labori- 
ously engaged  in  the  revision  of  the  laws :  during^  which 
time  they  enacted  the  first  aod  seopnd  part  of  the  Revised 
Statutes,  except  the  first  ahaptec  of  the  second  part 
They  adjourned  without  day,,  on  the  27th  Bfovember. 


1827.]  t¥  Wfcw<^okk.  Ml 

On  the  16th  November,  that  splendid  orator  and  great 
and  good  man,  Thomas  Addis  Emmet,  ^hile  engaged  as 
eounsel  in  the  trial  ^f  an  hnportattt  cause,  died  instantly, 
in  a  fit  of  apoplexy.  Public  meetings  were  held  in  New- 
York  and  other  {daces  by  the  members  of  the  bar,  and  by 
tbe  adopted  citizen3  of  this  country,  and  resolutions  wore 
passed  ejspi^ssive  of  their  rei^ct  for  his  merit%  and  their 
g^ief  for  his  deaitb. 

Never  was  applause  more  richly  oierited. 
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CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

PBOM  JAirUAET  I,  IflM,  TO  JAKUABT  1,  SSBiL 

The  events  which  occurred  during  the  year  which  now 
opens  upon  us,  and  the  political  results  which  were  de- 
veloped before  its  termination,  render  it  one  of  the  most 
important  eras  in  the  history  of  parties  in  this  state  and 
natbn. 

The  legislature  convened  on  the  1st  of  January,  and 
Erastus  Root  was  again  chosen  speaker  of  the  assembly. 
His  election  was  not  opposed.  Francis  Seger  was  elect- 
ed clerk  in  lieu  of  Edward  Livingston,  who,  in  accord- 
ance with  a  previous  understanding  between  him  and 
Seger,  had  declined  a  re-election.  Mr.  Seger  had  for 
several  years  previous  served  as  deputy  clerk  of  the  house, 
and  in  consequence  of  being  crippled  in  one  of  his  arms, 
and  his  obliging  and  assiduous  attention  in  the  discharge 
of  his  official  duties,  was  rather  a  favorite  with  the  mem- 
bers. It  was  with  some  difficulty  that  Mr.  Livingston 
for  two  successive  years  had  persuaded  Mr.  S.  not  to 
come  in  competition  with  him. 

This  assembly  contained  more  men  of  talent  than  for 
several  years  before  had  appeared  in  that  body. 

Benjamin  F.  Butler,  one  of  the  revisers,  was  returned 
a  member  of  the  assembly  from  the  city  and  county  of 
Albany.  There  is  no  doubt  a  majority  of  the  electors  in 
November,  1827,  were  opposed  to  Gen.  Jackson  and  his 
party.  But  I  presume  many  of  the  electors  voted  for 
Mr.  Butler  who  were  against  Jackson,  because  it  was 
known  that  the  Revised  Statutes  would  be  acted  upon  by 
the  assembly  then  to  be  chosen,  and  that  the  services  of 
Mr.  B.  would  be  highly  beneficial  to  the  public  upon  that 
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oecturion.  ^  I  was  mywlf  warmly  opposed  to  the  Jackson 
party,  and  yet  voted  for  Mr.  Butler  for  the  reason  I  have 
stated.  Besides  Mr.  Batler,  there  was  ranged  on  the 
Jackson  side  of  the  house,  Robert  Monell  of  Chenango 
county ;  Nathan  Dayton  of  0>rtland  county,  (now  circuit 
judge ;)  Erastns  Root ;  N.  P.  Tallmadge,  the  present  Uni- 
ted States  senator ;  J.  B.  Skinner  of  Genesee,  D.  F.  Sacia 
of  Montgomery  county,  Samuel  Cheever  of  Rensse- 
laer, Saul  Alley,  A.  Shearman,  Ogden  Hoffman,  and 
Robert  Emmet,  (son  of  the  great  Thomas  Addis,)  of 
New-York ;  N.  B.  Cowles*  of  Putnam,  and  Amasa  Dana 
of  Tompkins  ;  all  of  whom  were  respectable  for  talents, 
standing  and  character. 

On  the  other  side,  were  the  eloquent  and  talented  Eli- 
sha  Williams  from  Columbia  ounty,  with  his  colleague, 
KiUian  Miller ;  the  able,  experienced  and  sagacious  Gren. 
Peter  B.  Porter ;  Ezra  C.  Gross,  late  a  member  of  con- 
gress from  Essex  county,  one  of  the  most  promising 
young  men  who  ever  entered  the  halls  of  legislation  of 
the  state  of  New- York ;  Luther  Bradish  from  Franklin, 
the  present  learned  and  accomplished  lieutenant-governor, 
Francis  Granger,  of  whose  talents  and  address  I  need 
not  speak,  and  Robert  C.  Nicholas  from  Ontario,  dis- 
tinguished as  well  for  possei|ping  a  discriminating  mind 
and  excellent  judgment  as  for  his  modest  and  amiable  de- 
portment and  unblemishhed  reputation.  He  was  the  son 
of  John  Nicholas,  of  whom  mention  has  heretofore  been 
made,  and  is  now  a  senator  from  the  seventh  district. 

No  material  improvement  had  been  made  in  the  repre- 
sentation in  the  senate.  Indeed,  that  body  had  sustained 
a  great  loss  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Colden,  and  the 
expiration  of  the  term  of  service  of  Mr.  Silas  Wright,  who 
had  been  elected  a  member  of  congress. 

*  Perhapi  I  do  wrong  to  rank  Mr.  Cowlet  u  a  Jaekion  man.  1  believe  he  waa 
Mvelined  t»  take  mueh  pan  in  Hm  eoottovtrvf .  He  was,  howevar.  a  ve rjr  effletent 
fead  naeful  oMaiber  of  the  lefielatora. 


Tbe  goveraor  iq  bin  waual  iuPMpjfty  Qominaiiood  bjr 
lamenting  tbe  recent  devclopgnent  of  tbe  bitleme^^  o( 
pmly  spirit,  ftUegi^g  thateveo  the  sractity  of  the  female 
character  had  oot  heen  regarded  by  political  partizaoa ; 

evidently  alluding  to  imputations  which  had  lately  been 
made  in  some  of  the  Adams  newspapers  agaismt  the  wife 

.of  Gen.  Jackson.  He  Again  expresses  an  opinion  in  iavor 
of  an  amendment  of  thf  Unitsd  Slates  constitution  in  such 
a  way,  that  the  cboioe  of  electors  should  be  by  single  dis- 
tricts throughout  the  United  States ;  and  that  the  presideat 
be  rendered  ineligible  lor  more  tfaiaa  one  coosecutiTC  terat 
He  suggests  this  as  tbe  naost  efiectual  means  of  guardiqg 
against  excessive  party  heat  and  excitement.  He  comp 
plains  that  the  canals  had  been  permitted  to  bo  obstructed 
by  ice  unnecessarily  early  in  the  fall  and  late  in  the  spring 
during  the  last  year,  and  be  recommends  that  the  canal 
commissioners  should,  by  law,  be  required  to  keep  the 
canals  in  a  condition  fit  for  navigation,  in  ordinary  sear 
■ons,  eight  months  in  a  year.  He  recommends  very  ex* 
pensive  further  intemal  improvements  by  canals,  and 
strongly  intimates  that  the  Chenango  canal  ought  to  be 
made  by  tbe  state.  His  remarks  in  relation  to  internal 
ioyrovements,  and  especially  the  management,  or  rather 
ipismanagement,  of  the  Erie  and  Channplain  canals,  drew 
from  the  canal  commissioners,  in  their  annual  report,  som6 
thing  like  recrimination  and  retort  This  report  was  evi- 
dently drawn  by  Colonel  Young.  He  justifies  the  course 
taken  by  the  commissioners,  in  not  expending  tbe  money  of 
the  public  to  dear  the  canal  of  ice  for  the  benefit  of  iadi- 

'viduals.  There  was  between  Col.  Young  and  Mr.  Clinr 
ton  a  radical  diflference  of  opinion,  as  to  the  principle  by 
which  the  state  ought  to  be  governed  in  making  internal 
improvement,  (xovemor  Clinton  asserted  in  sobstaaceii  ui 
his  message,  that  the  amount  of  revenue  to  be  derived 
from  a  canal,  ought  not  to  control  the  state  in  determioiqg 


OD  iti  eMstruetbd.  Mr.  Young  held  loetrine  cfeeetijr 
the  reverie.  The  only  question  with  tiie  governor  was, 
yni\  the  aggregate  wealth  of  the  state  be  increaised  by 
making  the  canal  1  Whereas  with  CoL  Youtig,  the  maitt 
4|uestkNi  was,  will  the  investineiyt  fay  the  ttate  increase  itSK 
revemie  t  In  other  words,  will  the  state,  as  a  financial 
tM>rporate  body  make  money  by  the  operatioal 

The  governor  takes  a  rapid  view  of  the  prodoctive  pow^ 
«n  (tf  the  soil  of  the  state,  and  recommends  the  culture  of 
tobacco  and  hemp ;  and  he  thinks  a  quantity  of  these  ait«>- 
uisB  ao^t  be  raised  in  the  northern  states  equal  in  value 
^  the  cotton  exported  from  the  sooth.  He  recommends 
att  amendflsent  of  the  constitution  in  suoh  manner,  as  lo 
abolish  the  circuit  system.  He  thinks  the  same  class  of 
judges  who  adjudicate  on  the  law  of  a  case,  ought  to  pre- 
side on  the  trial  of  facts.  With  some  very  trifling  excep* 
lions,  the  style  and  manner  of  the  message  are  of  the  first 
order.  Alas,  it  was  the  last  time  this  great  man  spoke  to 
the  legislature  and  the  people  of  this  atate. 

On  die  5th  of  JcAuary,  Gen.  Pitcher  sent  a  note  to  the 
senate,  stating  tiMtt  he  was  confined  to  his  room  by  illness, 
and  should  probaUy  for  some  time  to  come  be  unable  to 
attend  and  discharge  his  duty  as  a  preskling  ofiicer  of  the 
senatOb  And  theraupon  Mr.  P.  R.  Livingston  was  elected 
psesidenft  pfv  teui* 

Early  in  the  session,  Mr.  WaidweN,  a  respectable  Jack* 
son  man  from  JefiTerson  county,  introduced  in  the  assembly 
the  following  resdutions,  on  the  subject  of  the  protection 
which  the  general  government  ought,  by  means  of  reve^ 
noe  laws,  to  extend  to  home  manufactures  j 

^<  Jtesefced,  That  the  senators  of  this  state,  in  the  con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  be  and  they  are  hereby  in* 
struoted,  and  the  representatives  of  this  slate  are  request- 
adf  to  make  every  proper  exertion  to  effect  such  a  revisioti 
of  the  tarifll  as  will  afford  a  sufficient  protection  to  the 
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growers  of  wool,  homp  and  flax,  and  the  manufiittluiorB  of 
kon,  woollens,  and  every  other  article,  so  far  as  the  same 
may  be  connected  with  the  interest  of  manufactures,  ag- 
riculture and  commerce. 

^  Resohedj  as  the  sense  of  this  legislature,  that  the 
poroyisions  of  the  woollens  bill  which  passed  the  house  ot 
i^presentatives  at  the  late  session  of  congress,  whatevw 
advantages  they  may  have  promised  to  manufacturers  of 
woollen  goods,  did  not  afford  adequate  encouragement  to 
the  agriculturist  and  growers  of  wool.'' 

These  resolutions  passed  both  houses  unanimously,  attd 
by  their  order,  were  forwarded  to  the  members  of  ihe  sea- 
ate  and  bouse  of  representatives  from  this  state  in  the 
congress  of  the  United  States. 

Since  the  passage  of  the  compromise  act,  the  excitement 
and  agitation  on  this  subject  have  subsided,  and  for  ten 
years  past  the  public  mind  in  the  state  of  New-Ycnrk, 
and  in  most  of  the  northern  and  middle  states,  has  been  in 
a  great  measure  diverted  from  it 

In  the  midst  of  these  busy  scenes  of  legislation  and 
bustle  of  political  partizans,  Gov.  Clinton,  who  had  for 
more  than  thirty-three  years  been  constantly  engaged  in 
them,  was  struck  down  by  the  hand  of  death.  This  met 
ancholy  event  occurred  on  the  evening  of  the  1  Ith  of  Feb- 
rurary.  He  had  that  morning  visited  the  capitol  and  trans- 
acted business,  as  usual,  at  the  room  impropriated  to  the 
governor. .  In  the  afternoon,  he  wrote  up  his  diary,  (he 
bad  for  a  long  time  kept  one,)  and  perused  all  the  letters 
received  by  the  evening  mails.  ^Within  a  few  minutes  af- 
ter  he  had  finished  the  examination*  of  his  letters,  and 
while  in  a  sitting  posture,  conversing  with  two  of  his 
sons,  his  head  fell  forward,  and  he  never  breathed  again. 

^<  His  countenance  underwent  no  change  in  death;  there 
was  no  struggle  or  convulsion ;  the  color  of  his  cheeks 
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'  was  unchanged,  and  his  de{>artQre  was  qoiet  as  if  he  had 
dxx>pped  asleep.''-— Aeniojcifc,  296. 

The  shock  produced  by  this  unexpected  and  painful 
event  was  deeply  and  universally  felt.  In  the  legisla* 
ture,  in  our  cities  and  villages,  the  most  respectful 
marks  of  veneration  for  his  memory,  and  decisive  de- 
monstrations of  sorrow  and  grief  for  his  loss  were 
evinced,  by  funeral  processions  and  eulogies.  Whep  the 
news  arrived  at  Washington,  the  members  of  congress 
from  New- York  forthwith  held  a  meeting  without  distinc- 
tion of  party,  and  adopted  resolutions  expressive  of  their 
esteem  for  his  character,  and  respect  and  gratitude  for  his 
public  services.  Mr.  Van  Buren,  on  that  occasion,  deliv- 
ered a  short  but  appropriate  and  elegant  address,  the  con- 
cluding part  of  which  is  so  beautiful  both  in  style  and 
sentiment,  and  so  just  to  the  deceased,  as  well  as  creditable 
to  the  orator,  that  1  cannot  deny  niyself  the  pleasure  of 
copying  it 

<'  The  triumph  of  his  talents  and  patriotisoii^"  said  Mr« 
Van  Buren,  '^  cannot  fail  to  become  monuments  of  high^ 
and  enduring  fame.  We  cannot,  indeed,  but  remember, 
that  in  our  public  career,  collisions  of  opinions  and  action, 
at  pnce  extensive,  earnest,  and  enduring*  have  arisen  be- 
tween the  deceased  and  many  of  us  For  myself,  sir,  it 
gives  me  a  deep-felt,  though  melancholy  satisfaction,  to 
know,  and  more  so,  to  be  conscious,  that  the  deceased  also 
felt  and  acknowledged,  that  our  political  differences  have 
been  wholly  free  from  that  most  venomous  and  corroding 
of  all  poisons,  personal  hatred. 

'<  But  in  other  respects  it  is  now  immaterial  what  was 
the  character  of  those  collisions.  They  have  been  turned 
to  nothing,  and  less  than  nothing,  by  the  event  we  de- 
plore, and  I  doubt  not  that  we  will,  with  one  voice  and 
one  heart,  yield  to  his  memory  the  well  deserved  tribute 
of  our  respect  U>v  bis  name,  and  our  wannest  gratitude 
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f^  liii  gTMt  and  mgaak  services.    JW  mymit,  w,  «# 

strong,  so  sincere,  and  so  engrossing  is  that  feeUng,  dint 
I,  who  whilst  living,  never,  no  never,  envied  hini  any 
ttttng,  BOW  that^he  has  fallen,  am  greatly  tempted  to  envy 
hnat  Us  gmv«  with  its  hooors." 

It  was  oomoiooly  remarked,  and  sometiinee  by  reAectiag 
and  thuikiag  men,  that  the  time  of  Mr.  Giinton*«  death  was 
nsost  fortiAiate  so  £Mr  as  regarded  his  fame  and  tfie  reiqiect 
entertained  for  han  by  the  generation  who  sarvived  him. 
He  had  deelared  himself,  and  undoobteiBy  was,  in  favor 
of  tke  eledkm  of  Geo.  Jadcson  for  the  presidency.  A 
knowledge  of  his  "news  on  that  question  had  softened  the 
aspersity  against  him  of  the  great  mass  of  his  former  op^ 
ponents,  probably  seven-ei^ths  of  whom  had  determined 
to  support  Gen.  Jackson,  and  many  of  the  leadkig  men 
of  the  party  formerly  called  bucktaab  were  evidently 
seekiag  a  favorable  opportanity-  or  a  plausible  excuse  for 
declaring  themselves  the  political  friends  of  De  Witt 
diatoa.  WUIe,  OB  the  o^er  hmd,  to  the  old  Clmtoniao 
party,  although  move  thai)  ikree^fburllhs  of  them  were  for 
the  xe^lectioa  of  Mr.  Adams,  he  had  done  no  overt  act 
which  deprived  him  of  tiieir  esteeah  and  friendship. 
Both  of  the  great  pattaea  ia  the  «late,  with  ^e  exception 
of  a  few  peraonal  enemies  aad  some  few  bucktail  Adams 
men  were  wmmre/if  disposed  to  pay  a  respect  to  his  memo- 
ry, and  to  do  complete  aad  fiill  justioe  to  his  services  and 
merits  as  a  atatasman  and  patriot  The  speciAative  poll- 
ticiaa  may  MAuiaHy  indulge  in  the  curious  inquiry  re- 
specting what  would  have  been  the  («te  of  Gov.  Clinton, 
considering  liie  atdftiide,  with  respeert  «o  national  politics, 
that  both  Mr.  Vaa  9^ien  smA  llie  governor  had  assumed, 
had  the  latter  sar^ived  die  electioii  of  Gen.  Jackson  to 
the  presidency. 

After  the  war  had  tieea  fUrty  waged  in  the  state  be- 
tvreea  Ihe  Jaohsoa  aad  Adams  parties,  would  a  Mfflcfent 


ottO^beK  df  th#.  Yaa  Burea  apd  Cljutoaiaa  Ja<A»oD  mon 
haw  adbsrod  to  biin  to  have  ipe-alec^  him  goTeraor  of 
the  state  1  I  have  before  stated,  thai  hd  had  aome  la  aa 
i«pe«i«i;abla  det^naiaciilioa  aa4  ti>  a^eept  q{  aaj  auborti- 
oata  office  ia  the  gj^oend  g^vernHM^ii;  ha  thesefere  woirid 
jvrobahly  have  fab)  Aa  opi^tien  to.  tka  appoiomant  of 
Mr*.  Vaxr  Bocan  aa  seorettary  oif  state,  foundadl  on  a  deaira 
hinuiel(  foe  that  oi&pe.  But  it  waa  before  and  at  th&  tkaa 
of  hia  deoAh^  generally  uMkrstood  that  both  Clinton  and 
Vaa  Burea  weve  desirous  and  entertained  ex|>ectataoi]S  oC 
being  Gen.  Jackson's  suecessor.  Mn  CUnloa  ^as  tiia 
last  man  who  could  endum  a  rivak  When  ther-efore  ha 
saw,  as  he  would  have  seen,  events  oocabirang  and  thinga 
shapix]^  theinaelvee-  in  a  way  likely  to  render  Mr.  Van 
Boren  the  favorite  candidate  of  a  majority  of  the  Jackson, 
party^  what  would  have  been  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Clinton  7 
Every  man  who  knew  him,  will  unhesitatingly  decide  that. 
he  would  have  waged  a  fierce  and  relentless  warfare 
against  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his  supporters*  What  would 
have  been  the  event  of  that  war  7 

With  respect  to  the  character  aad  merits  of  Mr.  Clio- 
ton,  although  I  think  I  know  Ihem  well,  I  feel  great  eov- 
barrassment  in  submitting  any  remarks  on  the  subject 
This  eroban'assmeRt  is  increased  by  the  reflection,  that  the 
attacka  of  political  writers  upon  him  during  his  life  were 
extremely  severe*  Many  of  them  denied  that  he  possess- 
ed  either  talents  or  political  integrity.  The  purity  of  his 
private  character  was  never,  I  believe,  questioned  by  any 
one.  But  as  a  politician,  he  was  charged  with  being  vain, 
selfish,  cold  and  ungrateful  to  his  friends,  and  vindictive 
towards  his  opponents.  On  the  other  hand,  those  who 
have  written  in  his  favor,  have  spoken  of  him  in  terms  of 
unqualified  praise.  Even  his  biographers  seem  rather  to 
have  been  engaged  in  writing  an  electioneering  address, 
or  pronouncing  a  funeral  eulogy,  than  in  compiling  sober 
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hbiory.  It  may  be  that  in  this,  as  in  many  other  ca8e8| 
the  truth  is  to  1be  found  in  a  medium  between  these  con- 
flicting representations* 

I  was  for  many  yef(rs  an  agent  in  conducting  some  of 
Mr.  Clinton's  most  important  pecuniary  concernsi  and  in 
that  capacity  held  familiar  and  confidential  intercourse  . 
with  him.  I  was  his  personal  and  political  friend — ^I  had 
almost  said  his  admirer.  For  that  reason,  I  may  well 
suspect  that  my  judgment  is  biased  in  his  favor;  whilci 
on  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  impossible  that  that  very  sus- 
picion may  have  led  to  an  extreme  caution,  which  may 
render  my  representations  in  some  respects  unjust  in  rela 
tion  to  his  talents  and  merit. 

Mr.  Clinton  was,  among  the  mass  of  his  fellow  citizens, 
personally  unpopular.  This  was  ow^ing  to  a  certain  cold 
ness  and  hauteur  of  manner,  probably  contracted  when  a 
boy,  while  he  was  private  secretary  to  Gov.  Georgfe  Clin 
ton.  In  the  course  of  my  agency  for  him,  I  sent  a  great 
many  farmers  and  laboring  men  to  him  to  pay  him  money, 
and  I  do  not  recollect  of  a  single  instance  in  which  the 
person  I  thus  sent  did  not  leave  him  with  unfavorable 
impressions  towards  him.  And  yet  no  one  complained  of 
any  act  done  or  word  said  by  the  governor  as  unjust  or 
improper.  As  to  any  thing  like  illiberality  in  his  pecuni- 
ary ti^nsactions,  he  was  utterly  incapable  of  it.  It  was 
evidently  an  assumption  of  superiority  and  a  repulsive- 
ness  of  manner  which  displeased.  In  this  respect  his  po- 
litical rival.  Gov.  Tompkins,  had  a  decided  advantage 
over  him.  An 'anecdote  was  related  to  me  by  John  L. 
Wendell,  Esq.,  of  Albany,  as  coming  from  Mr.  Sylvanus 
Miller,  of  New- York,  one  of  the  most  constant  and 
meritorious  friends  in  the  state  of  the  late  governor^  so 
strikingly  illustrative  of  the  characters  of  both  Tompkins 
and  Clinton,  thsit  I  beg  leave  to  relate  it 


▲  respectable  farmer  residing  in  one  of  the  interior 
ooonties  in  the  state^  unfortunately  had  a  son  who  was 
convicted  of  a  felony  and  sentenced  to  several  years'  con- 
finement in  the  states  prison.    The  fiither  had  twice  called 
on  Got.  Tompkins  with  a  petition  for  the  pardon  of  bis 
gWj  which  had  been  denied.    After  Mr.  Clinton  became 
the  successor  of  Mr.  Tompkins,  the  old  man  being  acf« 
quainted  with  Mr.  Miller,  and  aware  of  his  intimacy  with 
the  governor,  called  on  him  and  solicited  his  influence  in 
behalf  of  his  son.    Mr.  Miller  being  convinced  that  it 
was  a  case  proper  for  the  exercise  of  the  executive  cle- 
mency, promised  to  give  him  his  aid,  and  forthwith  called 
on  the  governor,  and  his  representations  produced   the 
same   conviction  on    the  mind  of   Mr.  Clinton.      Mr. 
Miller  however  in  order  to  turn  the  act.  to  some  political* 
advantage,  told  the  governor  that  the  father  of  the  convict 
was  a  man  of  considerable  influence  in  the  place  where 
he  lived;  that  be  (Miller)  would  send  him  to. Governor 
Clinton,  and  he  hoped  he  would  treat  him  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  secure  his  esteem  and  friendship'— and  with  this 
request  the  governor  promised  compliance.     The  old  man 
called  at  the  governor's  ofiice,  according  to  the  custom  of 
country  people,  early  in  the  momi|ig,  and  Mr.  Clinton, 
being  informed  of  bis  name,  went  himself  to  the  door  and 
urged  him  to  come  in  and  breakfast  with  bim.  The  petitioner 
did   so,  and   the  governor  made  great  efforts  to  appear 
agreeable  during  the  repast,  and  after  breakfast  delivered 
to  the  anxious  father  an  unconditional  pardon  of  his  son. 
He  went  immediately  to  Mr.  Miller's  office,  who  inquired 
of  him  how   he  had  succeeded,  and    how  he  liked  the 
governor.     ^'  The  governor,"  said  the  old  man,  ^^  was  so 
good   as  to  ask  me  to  breakfast  and  promptly  pardoned 
my  soUf  but  you  asked  me  bow  I  liked  him  and  I  must 
say  that,  although  I  have  seen  Gov.  Tompkins  but  twice, 
and  although  at  each  time  he  positively  refused  to  grant 
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BQ  Ui«  favor  I  desired,  and  Ger.  Olintoii  has  graateci  me 
that  very  &vor  u]^  the  first  time  of  aiAeiiig,  I  tike  Ch^. 
Tompldaa  better  than  I  Uod  »  can  Mbe  Gov.  Clinten-^ 
can  not  tell  tbe  reaaoilr  irky.'' 

Gov.  Clintoft  waa  aot  reouMrkable  ftir  hi»  oettversfttietitf 
powera.  On  literary  aabj^cts^  and  other  gmve  lepiea^  W 
was  interesting^  thoag(h  not  ctoqnent.  His  attenpta  al  wil 
among  thoae  with  whom  he  aasoeiatedy  and  at  ceetMtfl 
parties,  were  geoeraHy  severe  and  sometimes  offensive, 
especially  to  those  who^  from  their  age  ov  sttnation,  fctr 
that  they  could  not  with  propriety  retaliate.  Aaa  polili*^ 
eal  writer,  he  waa  capable  of  keen  and  biting  sarcasm, 
perhaps  more  so  then  any  other  writer  of  the  age.  In  his 
domestic  relations,  he  was  tender  and  affectionate.  I  never 
knew  a  more  kinc],  sensitive  and  affectionate  parent.  At* 
though  economical  in  his  expen^fitures,  be  was  not  a  lover 
of  money*  His  want  of  attention  to  his  pecuniary  affairs 
grew  out  of  hia  love  of  literary  fame,  and  his  fondness  for 
politics  and  political  power.  In  all  his  pecuniary  truis- 
actions,  be  was  rigidly  and  strictly  honest. 

As  a  writer,  although  he  now  and  then  seems  to  labor 
to  convince  the  reader  that  he  is  a  very  learned  and  very 
great  man,  he  undoubtedly  possesses  great  merit,  and 
stands  unquestionably  higher  than  most  of  bis  coten^^ 
raries. 

As  a  mere  politician^  I  have  had  frequent  ooeasion  ta 
point  out  his  errors.  By  his  political  opponents,  he  wat 
charged  with  intrigues.  So  far  from  this  charge  hmkg 
true,  he  was  not  only  utterly  destitute  of  intrigue,  hat  h# 
was  absolutely  defective  in  that  address  which,  in  a  popu* 
lar  government,  is  highly  necessary  for  every  man  who 
expects  to  make  a  figure  in  public  life. 

I  have  had  occasion  several  times  to  remark*  that  al^ 
though  his  ends  were  always  worthy  and  e]«>v&ted,  ha 
failed  in  providing  the  means  for  the  accomplishment  of 
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ends.  Perhaps  it  was  unfortunate  for  Mr.  Clinton 
tkat  "when  quite  young  he  found  himself  possessed  <tf  coMt 
sideraUe  politteal  infiuence  and  power^-^n  influence  aod 
p&9nt  which  he  never  had  labored  to  acquire,  but  which 
he  might  have  imagined  he  possessed  in  consequence  of 
pcM>nal  merits  wluch  those  aroujid  him  diseovered,  but 
which  in  fact  grew  out  of  his  ikear  connexion  with  his 
uncle,  the  governor.  To  this  false  impression,  e^ly  i^ade 
on  his  mind,  and  too  long  cherished,  may  be  owing  the  fact 
4hat  he  always  placed  too  high  an  estimate  on  has  own  per^ 
lenal  influence.  He  seemed  to  entertain  the  notion  that  ell 
his  friends  ^vere  bound  to  believe  as  he  belie ved,  and  ^t  his 
supporters  were  made  for  him,  and  not  he  for  his  support 
e».  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  his  gi^t  principles  of  ao 
tioB  Ori|^nated  from  pure  and  patriotic  motives,  and  he 
therefore  readily  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  those  who 
differed  from  him  were  either  defective  in  judgment  or 
mfltiCiieed  by  sinister  views.  Hence  both  in  conversation 
sad  in  his  anonymous  writings,  he  treated  his  political 
cqpponente  with  severity,  and  sometimes  with  unjustifiable 
harshness*  During  his  long  political  career,  he  had  seen 
usoeh  of  the  selfishness,  dishonesty  and  corruption  of  men, 
some  of  whom  claimed  and  held  considerable  standing  in 
coBMUunity ;  hence,  although  perfectly  honest  himself,  be 
formed  an  opinion  unfavorable  to  the  integrity  of  the  ma* 
}»rity  of  politicians ;  and  although  pure  uid  incorruptible 
himself,  he  looked  upon  corruption  in  others  with  too 
much  indifiierence ;  and  hence  we  have  seen  among  bis 
most  zealous  and  clamoroin  friends,  some  of  the  most  cor^ 
^pt  agttits  of  the  bank  of  America.  But  this  class  of 
men  he  never  admitted  to  unreserved  confidence.  Al- 
though highly  impressed  with  an  opinion  of  his  own 
sluding  and  popularity,  and  possessing  great  confidence 
in  the  correctness  of  his  own  judgment,  he  had  a  iew 

friends  to  whom  he  without  reserve  unbosomed  himself 

R 


9U  POLXTIOAT  uxnoBY  [1888. 

WBtd  from  whom,  with  all  his  native  stemnessi  he  would 
receive  advice,  and  even  admoniiion,  In  the  Idndest  and 
most  placable  manner.  Among  these  I  may  mention^  in 
die  early  part  of  his  public  life,  Ambrose  Spencer,  and  at 
a  more  recent  period,  the  late  William  James,  Archibald 
Mclntyre,  Alfred  Conkling,  and  Sylvanus  Miller.  Indeed 
Mr.  Miller  was  his  confidential  friend  during  the  whole  of 
his  political  career. 

As  a  statesman,  and  I  use  that  term  as  distinguished  from 
the  mere  politician,  Mr.  Clinton  stands  pre-eminent.  His 
views  were  generally  original,  and  put  forth  in  a  bold  and 
fearless  manner.  His  forecast  was  most  remarkable.  H€ 
early  discovered  and  attempted  to  remedy  the  defects  in 
the  organization  of  the  general  government  with  respect 
to  the  election  of  president.  He  was  among  the  first  to 
point  out  the  danger,  which  might  grow  out  of  a  collision 
between,  the  states  and  the  judiciary  power  of  the  union. 
He  discovered  and  warned  the  public  against  the  evils 
growing  out  of  the  over  issues  of  banks  in  advance  almost, 
if  not  quite,  of  ail  other  men.  He  has  been  the  reputed 
author,  and  at  any  rate,  has  assumed  the  responsibility  of 
recommending  a  larger  number  of  great  and  important 
measures,  which  have  been  adopted  by  the  legislature, 
and  received  the  stamp  of  the  approbation  of  the  people 
of  this  state,  than  all  the  other  governors  who  have  sat  in 
the  executive  chair  of  New-York  since  the  organization  of 
its  government* 

*  As  respected  the  relations  of  the  states  with  the  gene- 
ral  government  and  the  constitutional  powers  of  that 
government,  Mr.  Clinton  was  a  state  rights  man,  and  a 
strict  constructionist  of  "the  most  straitest  sect."  His 
ardor  in  supporting  the  rights  oi  the  states  when  they 
came  in  collision  with  doubtfuj  powers  Ca<&imed  by  the 

*  Tbit  astertioit  It  made  withoat  particular  eamiaauor  It  mnsli  UmwSw^^ 
la  "Cftardad  aa  a  man  4Mvreailo&  of  an  < 
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national  government,  was  probably  sharpened  and  in- 
creased from  the  time  he  appeared  as  a  writer  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  federal  constitution,  by  his  ardent  attachment 
to  this,  his  native  state.  He  loved  New- York  and  every 
part  of  it  with  the  same  partiality  that  a  parent  does  his 
own  family,  and  he  took  pride  in  its  advancement  in 
wealth  and  greatness.  With  ail  his  bitter  and  sometimes 
illiberal  feelings  against  political  opponents,  whenever 
those  opponenents  advocated  measures  in  his  judgment  cal- 
culated to  advance  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  the  state, 
bis  hostility  for  the  time  being  was  extinguished,  and  he 
came  most  cordially  to  their  aid.  He  was,  therefore,  at 
heart,  a  state  rights  man.  The  least  indication  of  en- 
croachment by  the  national  upon  the  state  government, 
was  viewed  by  him  with  alarm,  and  resisted  with  spirit 
Of  the  great  men  in  America,  who  were  jealous  of  the 
national  government,  and  for  confining  its  action  exclu- 
sively to  the  powers  expressly  granted,  Mr.  Clinton  was 
unquestionably  the  most  zealous.  Mr.  Jefferson  and 
others  have  thieorized,  but  Mr.  Clinton  felt  in  favor  of 
state  rights. 

In  conclusion,  I  may  be  allowed  to  express  an  opinion, 
that  De  Witt  Clinton  was  a  sincere  friend  to  the  equal 
rights,  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  mass  of  men,  but 
possessed  habits  of  thinking  of  himself  and  a  deportment 
which  rendered  him  unacceptable  to  them ;  that  he  was 
able,  honest  and  patriotic  in  his  conduct  as  a  public  agent ; 
but  that  he  looked  with  too  great  indifference  upon  cor- 
ruption among  his  supporters;  that  he  indulged  in  too 
much  asperity  against  his  political  opponents;  and  that 
he  was  a  man  of  high  and  exalted  ambition,  and  of  sound 
and  enlarged  views  as  a  statesman,  but  defective  in  tact 
and  address  as  a  politician  in  a  popular  government 

He  was  a  man  of  indomitable  personal  and  moral  cour- 
age.     In    person  he  was,    perhaps,    the  most  perfect 
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•  q}eciineii  of  humBiiity,  aft  oomUiiing  dignity  with  efa^ganoe 
and  fiymmetiy  of  featUreft,  ever  produced  in  the  state  of 
New-YoriL 

It  waa  #ell  koown  that  Gov.  Cliotoii  died  poor;  aad 
that,  hot  betiig  aa  actiag  canal  x^ooMniaiioiier,  he  had  le- 
ceived  no  Bahkiy,  or  other  compenflatido  for  his  servsMB 
as  such  cdBfoissietter.  With  a  view  of  making  some  pro- 
vitfioDs  for  his  nuaor  childrea^  two  sods  and  two  daagh- 
tera,  soon  after  his  death,  a  oommittee  e{  the  assembly 
was,  appointed  by  the  speaker,  oo  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Edgerton  of  Delaware,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Eidgerton, 
Butler,  Granger,  Goodrich  and  Ruggles^  who  reported  a 
bill,  authorizing  the  payment  to  those  childr^i  of  the  sala- 
ry of  a  canal  commissioner  during  the  time  the  late  gover- 
nor had  served  as  a  member  of  the  canal  board,  and  one 
year's  salary  as  governor  of  the  state.  The  passage  of 
this  bill  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Root,  and  by  Mr.  Mann  of. 
Herkimer,  with  considerable  heat  and  some  bitterness. 
Men  of  generous  and  good  feelings  of  all  parties  were 
mortified  and  disgusted  at  this  opposi^on.  Mr,  Butler, 
although  he  had  been  one  of  the  most  zealous  political 
opponents  of  Mr.  Clinton,  distinguished  himself  by  an 
able  and  eloquent  speech  in  support  of  the  bill.  The 
speaker  decided,  that  as  the  bill  proposed  a  grant  of 
money,  it  could  not  be  passed  into  a  law  without  the  vote 
of  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  both  houses  in  its  favor^ 
and  in  this  decision  he  was  sustained  by  a  majority  of  the 
house.  Gen.  Porter  declared  that  he  could  oot  vote  for  so 
large  a  sum  as  that  proposed  to  be  given,  and  moved  to 
limit  it  to  the  amount  of  ten  thousand  dollars.  The  real 
friends  of  the  measure  apprehending,  if  they  insisted  on 
too  large  a  sum,  two-thirds  of  the  members  could  not  be 
induced  to  vote  for  it,  adopted  (^en.  Porter's  amendment, 
and  in  that  form  the  bill  passed  by  a  vote  of  eighty-eight 
:to  twenty-five.    In  the  senate  it  passed  without  serious 
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qj^positioQ,  I  KOgret  to  say,  there  «re  good  reasona  for 
believing  that  fonner  political  hostility  induced  Mr.  Ro^t 
and  Mr.  Mann,  and  many  of  their  followers,  to  pursue  the 
course  which  they  did  on  this  occasion.  How  deep  and 
settled  n^ust  be  those  prejudices  and  that  political  hostility 
which  the  grave  cannot  annihilate. 

Upon  the  demise  of  Gov.  Clinton,  Gen.  Pitcher  became 
the  acting  governor,  and  Mr.  Peter  R,  Livingston  haviiig 
been  elected  president  of  the  seoatei  waa  lieutenant- 
governor  de  facto. 

Gov.  Pitcher  was  an  uneducated  man,  brought  up  a 
fhrmer  in  Washington  county,  a  man  of  good  native  pow- 
ers of  mind,  of  sound  judgment,  and  had  acquired  some 
knowledge  of  public  business,  having  been  several  times 
elected  a  member  of  the  legislature  of  this  state,  and  once 
a  member  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United 
States.  He  was  a  warm  parti2»ui  and  had  been  an  ardent 
opponent  of  Gov,  Clinton.  But  the  intercourse  which 
Blr.  Pitcher  had  with  the  governor,  as  state  road  commis- 
sbner,  and  as  lieutenant-governor,  had  mollified  his  feel- 
ings towards  him.  Although  zealous  as  a  partizan  and 
warm  in  his  friendship,  and  as  is  commonly  the  case, 
equally  ardent  in  his  enmities,  Mr.  Pitcher  was  strictly 
and  rigidly  aa  honest  man.  He  would  fight  his  opponent 
vigorously,  but  he  would  not  wantonly  do  him  injustice. 
He  was  a  man  ol  deep  and  intense  feeling,  of  which  I 
shall  soon  furnish  proof. 

His  first  message  to  the  legislature  of  any  importance, 
waa  a  recommendation  that  provision  be  made  by  law 
for  the  appointment  of  a  i^cial  pubUc  prosecutor  to  de- 
tect and  punish  the  murderers  of  William  Morgan.  This 
reeommendatioa  was  approved  by  the  legislature,  and  a 
kw  passed  in  accordance  with  it.  Mr.  Daniel  Mosely  of 
Onondaga  county,  was  appointed  to  thf9  ofiice. 
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A  bill  for  constructing  the  Chenango  canal,  and  also  the 
Chemung  canal,  by  the  zealous  and  vigorous  eflbrtu  of 
Mr.  Granger,  again  passed  the  assembly,  but  both  bills 
were  defeated  in  the  senate  by  a  large  majority. 

The  courts  of  law  in  the  city  of  New- York  were  found 
to  be  inadequate  to  the  business  wants  of  that  city* 
Causes  which  afforded  the  least  possible  excuse  for  dispu- 
tation were  litigated,  and  such  a  mass  of  business  was 
thrown  into  the  supreme  court  that  the  number  of  cases 
on  the  calendar  of  the  circuit  judge  had  become  so  great 
that  it  was  evident  years  must  elapse  before  the  younger 
issues  would  be  brought  on  for  trial.  In  a  commercial 
country,  a  delay  of  justice  amounts  to  a  denial.  It  was 
evident  that  the  fault  was  not  in  the  presiding  judge. 
More  force,  more  judicial  laborers  were  required  to  dis- 
patch the  business  and  properly  dispose  of  the  causes 
which  the  parties  required  should  be  litigated.  It  was 
therefore  proposed  to  erect  a  court  for  the  trial  of  all  civil 
causes,  but  which  should  be  confined  in  its  jurisdiction  to 
the  city  and  county  of  New-York,  to  be  called  the  supe- 
rior court  of  common  pleas,  and  to  consist  of  three  judges, 
any  one  of  whom  should  be  authorized  to  try  issues  of 
fact     This  scheme  was  adopted  by  the  legislature. 

After  this  law  had  been  passed,  great  anxiety  was  man- 
ifested by  the  members  of  the  New-York  bar  in  relation 
to  the  persons  who  should  be  appointed  judges. 

Chancellor  Jones  had  now  nearly  reached  an  age  which 
would  have  rendered  him  constitutionally  ineligible  to 
hold  the  office  of  chancellor.  He  was  therefore  willing 
to  exchange  that  office  for  the  office  of  chief  justice  of 
the  new  court,  the  term  of  which  was  not  restricted  or 
limited  by  the  age  of  the  incumbent.  As  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Jones  would  vacate  the  office  of  chancellor, 
and  give  the  appointing  power  an  opportunity  of  supply- 
ing the  vacancy  by  one  of  the  political  friends  of  the  domi- 
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flant  party,  and  as  no  objection  could  be  made  to  the  per- 
sonal fitness  of  Mr.  Jones,  his  appointment  was  readily 
aceeded  to  by  the  governor  and  senate. 

Mr.  Hofiinan,  sinee  the  oouncil  of  appointment  in  the 
year  1818,  had  refused  to  remove  Mr.  Riker,  in  order  to 
make  him  recorder  of  New- York,  had  been  anti-CIintonian 
in  his  polities,  and  had  availed  himself  of  all  probable 
ehances  of  being  gratified  by  apppointment  to  office,  from 
the  adverse  party,  but  had  heretofore  been  unsuccessful. 
On  this  occasion  his  son,  a  young  man  of  considerable  in- 
fluence and  some  brilliancy  of  talent,  happening  to  be  a 
member  of  the  assembly,  and  without  whose  aid,  proba- 
bly, the  bill  creating  the  superior  court  could  not  have 
been  passed^  f^xercised  such  efficient  exertions  m  his  favor, 
that  the  governor  and  senate^  with  some  reluctance,  came 
into  the  measure,  and  consented  to  his  appointment. 

The  selection  of  a  third  candidate  for  judge  was  stiL 
more  difficult.  Thomas  J.  Oakley  was  the  favorite  candi* 
date  of  the  merchants  of  New- York,  and  I  presume  of  a 
majority  of  the  bar.  But  he  had  been  a  most  zealous  and 
formidable  opponent  to  the  dominant  party  during  the  con- 
teat  between  Clinton,  Mclnty re  and  Tompkins,  and  had 
been  indignantly  ejected  from  office  but  a  few  years  be* 
fore,  by  the  very  party  whose  patronage  was  now  claimed 
for  him.  The  only  political  merit  of  Mr.  Oakley,  was, 
he  was  a. Jackson  man,  and  that  circumstance,  in  connex* 
ion  with  his  eminent  talents  and  high  standing  as  a  law- 
yer, caused  it  to  be  ultimately  determined  that  he  should 
be  selected  as  the  third  judge. 

Had  Mr.  Oakly  continued  in  political  life,  (he  was  then* 
I  believe,  a  member  of  congress,)  his  talents,  discretion^ 
self-command  and  address  would  unquestionably  have  ren- 
dered him  one  of  the  most  distmguished  of  the  northern 
politicians.     Since  his  acceptance  of  the  office  of  judge  o. 
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fioB  ioferior«*Hiupeffior  coort^  ke  has  not  been  heatd  of  «■  m 
political  tQan4 

On  the  whole,  so  far  as  the  publie  intt rest  was  oo»^ 
oerned,  (here  was  no  ground  to  complain  of  the  selection  of 
judges  for  this  new  court.  Of  Chancellor  Jones  as  a  jurist 
and  lawyer,  I  need  not  speak.  Mr.  Hoffisian,  thottglxftt 
advanced  in  life,  bad  long  held  a  distinguished  standing  at 
the  bar,  and  it  will  be  recollected  was  several  yeani  aitor^ 
ney  general  of  the  state,  under  the  administralioBs  of  those 
eminent  men  Gov.  Clinton  and  John  Jay.  Judge  Oakley's 
high  order  of  talent  is  too  well  known  to  require  to  bt 
again  mentioned.  But  it  is  not  a  little  remarkable  thai 
these  three  judges,  as  long  as  the  federal  and  republican 
parties  existed,  or  at  any  rate  as  long  as  the  fedefal  party 
claimed  an  existence,  were  three  of  the  most  efl&eient,  dis 
tinguished  and  zealous  federalists  in  the  state. 

Upon  the  resignation  of  the  office  of  chancellor  by  Ur. 
Jones,  Mr.  Pitchy  did  what  Gov.  Clinton  ought  to  have 
done,-«-he  offered  the  appointment  to  Chief  Justice  Sava^ 
who  declined  it,  and  thereupon  he  appointed  the  present 
chancellor,  Reuben  H.  Walworth,  who  was  then  oircnit 
judge  of  the  fourth  circuit.  Mr.  Walworth,  although  one 
of  the  youngest  of  the  circuit  judges,  had  acquitted  hinn 
self  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  that  office  with  gieat 
ability,  and  in  a  manner  which  commanded  and  received 
the  approbation  of  the  bar  and  the  public.  His  appoint* 
ment  to  the  office  of  chancellor  was  generally  well  re* 
ceived.  The  appointment  of  Judge  Walworth  as  cban* 
cellor,  left  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  circuit  judge,  which 
ipas  supnUed  by  the  appointment  of  Esek  Cowcn,  an  in- 
dustrious and  learned  lawyer,  then  repcnrter  of  ^e  stt« 
preme  court.  This  appointment  was  also  deemed  a  ju£» 
ebus  one  and  was  well  received. 

Before  the  adjoumment  of  the  two  houses,  a  Jackmn 
legisative   caucus  was  held,   at  which  they  appointed  a 


fffttTOitioa  to  be  beU  k  Hetldmer  on  tke  fe«Hli  WeA 
Btsday  in  September,  for  the  purpose  of  nominetbg  « 
HOTomov  and  lieoteneiit  governor.    The  Bane  party,  by  a 
legielatiTe  caucus  on  the  81st  Jmuaiy,  noounated  Oeneval 
Jheksen  for  pi esUewt. 

The  legldatuie  adjounied  on  tiie  Slst  of  April  to  the 
Ml  of  September,  at  which  time  they  proposed  resuming 
&e  revision  of  the  law*. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  day  of  the  adjournment,  the 
Adams  democratic  members  of  the  legislature  held  a  meet* 
kig  at  Enickerbaeker  halt  in  Albany,  of  which  General 
Sorter  was  chairman,  and  Reuben  Stetufprd  of  the  senate 
seeretary.  The  meeting,  I  belieye,  was  not  numerously  at* 
tended,  but  I  perceive  from  the  account  of  their  proceed* 
tngs,  the  respectable  names  of  Ambrose  L.  Jordan,  Charlee 
H.  CarvoU,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Arunah  Metoalf ,  Luthtf 
^riidirii  and  Ema  C.  Gross,  are  mentioned  as  persons  pre- 
•nt.  The  meeting  adopted  and  published  an  address  to 
ibt  public,  of  a  character  somewhat  inflammatory,  and 
eontaining  a  very  bitter  attack  upon  Gen.  Jackson. 

Soon  aft^  the  adjournment  of  the  legislature,  Mr. 
James  Barbour,  secretary  of  >irar,  was  appointed  minister 
to  London,  and  Gen.  Porter  was  made  secretary  of  war 
in  his  place.  This  appointment,  as  well  as  the  appoint* 
ment  of  Judge  Rodiester  on  the  Panama  mission,  was  en- 
tirely the  work  of  Mr.  Clay.  Both  appointments  were 
judicious.  Gen.  Porter  was  an  exceedingly  shrewd  and 
sagacious  man,  and  understood  well  the  course  whieh 
ou^t  to  be  pursued  by  the  government,  particularly  in 
this  state,  in  order  to  furnish  any  reasonable  hope  of  sue* 
cess.  The  capital  error  of  the  national  administration 
was,  that  it  did  not  make  some  provision  for  M;«  McLean, 
and  commit  the  management  of  the  post-office  to  Genera 
Porter*  Through  the  strange  obliquity  of  mind  of  Mr 
Adams,  the  department,  which  furnishes  the  only  means 
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to  the  national  adndniBtration  of  making  itaf  If  felt  among 
the  people,  was  permitted  to  be  held  during, his  whole  ad- 
ministration, if  not  by  a  political  opponent,  at  least  by  a 
BMin  who  was  quite  neutral,  and  who,  under  pretaice  o< 
tmoartiality,  stood  so  erect  that  he  leaned  against  the  ad* 
imnistration  of  which  he  ought  to  hare  made  a  part 

About  this  time  the  office  of  treasurer  of  the  United 
States  became  vacant,  and  Chief  Justice  Savage  was  offered 
the  appointment,  which  after  several  days'  heeitatioft  he 
iedined. 

On  the  10th  of  June,  a  convention  of  delegates  from 
nearly  every  county  in  the  state  friendly  to  the  re-election 
of  Mr*  Adams,  was  held  at  Albany.  The  late  Chief 
Justice  Spencer  attended  as  a  delegate  from  the  county  of 
Albany.  The  venerable  and  aged  Alexander  Coffin,  of 
Hudson,  was  chosen  president  of  the  convention,  and 
Robert  S.  Rose  of  Seneca,  and  Peter  Sharpe  of  New-York, 
were  secretaries.  I  observe  among  the  delegates  from 
New-York,  Samuel  B.  Romainc,  formerly  speaker  of  the 
assembly;  John  A.  King  from  Queens,  and  Micah  Brooks 
{fom  Ontario  county.  Some  of  the  delegates,  it  appear- 
ed, contemplated  .at  this  convention  the  nomination  of  an 
Adams  candidate  for  governor,  but  a  large  majority  of  the 
convention  declined  at  all  to  agitate  that  question.  They 
contented  themselves  by  msddng  speeches,  adopting  reso- 
lutions and  publishing  an  address  to  the  people  of  the 
state.  The  address  was  drawn  by  Gerrit  Smith,  Esq.  It 
was  a  very  long,  able  and  well  written  document;  but 
was  not,  in  my  judgment,  calculated  at  that  time  to  pro* 
duce  much  impression  on  the  public  mind. 

Nearly  all  the  ^'  kigh-minded ''  federalists  who  were  in 
life  in  1828,  and  who  in  1820  joined  the  republican  party 
because,  as  they  alleged,  no  federal  party  then  existed,  sup* 
ported  the  administration  and  re-election  of  Mr.  Adams. 
End'^'M],  most  of  these  men  in  1824,  were  for  the  electioa 


of  Mr.  Adamsi  and  belonged  to  what  Was  cal.ed  tee  peo 
pie's  party.  They  continued  aetive  members  of  that  party 
until  after  Mr.  CUnton's  nomination  for  governor,  (a 
uoraiiiation  which  they  warmly  opposed,)  when  they  gene- 
rally joined  the  opposition  against  him.*  It  is  a  remarks* 
ble  jbct|  that  this  corps  of  men  never  did,  nor  have  they 
ey^  to  this  day,  acted  with  the  democratic  party,  except 
when  that  party  was  at  war  with  Oor.  Clinton.  Does 
not  this  circumstance  afford  some  reason  to  suspect  that 
they  wove  originally  influenced  by  personal  ccMisidera- 
tions  ? 

During  the  autumn  of  1827,  and  the  winter  of  1838, 
the  anti-mafeons,  in  the  western  part  of  the  state,  had 
greatly  increased  in  numbers,  and  as  their  numbers  in* 
creased,  the  excitement  on  that  subject  became  more 
intense,  and  they  very  early  manifested  a  determination  to 
carry  that  question  to  the  polls  of  election.  Of  their 
action  as  a  political  party,  I  have  spoken  in  another  place. 
At  present,  however,  it  is  necessary  to  suggest  that  they 
were  generally  opposed  to  the  Albany  Regency;  and  that 
Mr.  Jackson  being  a  mason,  and  Mr.  Adams  not  being 
one,  they  nearly  unanimously  perferred  the  latter  to  the 
former.  In  this  state  of  the  public  mind  in  western  New- 
York,  much  anxiety  was  expressed  by  the  members  of  the 
convention  which  met  on  the  tenth  of  June,  in  their  con- 
sultations with  each  other^  that  such  candidates  for  gover- 
nor and  lieutenant  governor  might  be  selected  by  the 
Adams  party,  as. would  command  the  votes  of  the  anti- 
masons.  It  was  known  thM  the  anti-masons  would  hold 
a  convention  for  the  nomination  of  those  oflScers,  and 
many  were  of  opinion  that  the  Adams  party  bad  better  at 
once  adopt  their  nomination;  but  there  was  a  majority,* 
who,  alarmed,  and  perhaps  prejudiced  by  the  representa- 
tions of  bigoted  and  narraw-minded  masons,  declared  they 
i.puld,.upon  no  considerations,  agree  to  support- candidates 

•  Johc  L.  WendclK  Bia..  of  kWmh    U  an  exeestlott. 
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wlbfli  f  hMld  be  firsi  nomiftated  by  w  antitiBaaoBia  eoavcaii 
\W«  ▲  laige  proportion  «f  tka  Jwm  eonventioii  trcM 
for  §ekoliiig  Mr.  Granger,  who  bad  now  become  an  aTow-i 
ed  anti-mason,  as  the  candidate  for  governor;  and  all  wcie 
for  supporting  him  for  goTevnor  or  lieulataatgoTwrnor.  lu 
ovder  to  get  the  start  of  die  antL-masona,  and  if  pradicar* 
ble,  to  select  cimdidatea  who  would  be  agrefable  to  them^ 
the  convention  for  the  nomination  of  state  offioers  wan 
appointed  on  the  fl8d  of  Jnly,  an  imusoally  earlj  day. 
Bttlas  will  appear,  in  my  account  of  political  anti-masonry^ 
that  party  were  not  to  be  caught  in  this  way.  They  held 
a  conTentioiif  bef(»e  the  time  appointed  for  the  Adams 
convention,  and  nominated  Francis  Orai^er  for  governor^ 
and  John  Omry  for  lieutenant  governor.*  Both  these  gen* 
tlemen  were  sealoua  8i4)potfters  of  Mr.  Adams* 

The  Adams  slate  convention  met  at  Utica  on  the  SSd 
July,  and  was  organised  by  the  appointment  of  James 
Fairlie  of  New^York,  ifor  president,  and  Tilly  Lyndeof 
Chenango,  and  Thomas  Clowes  of  B^ensselaer,  for  secre* 
taries*  Mr.  Fa&rtie  had  been  an  officer  in  the  revelutkm- 
ary  army,  was  an  old  and  reapeotable  oitixen  of  the  city 
of  New-Y(Hrk,  and  was  clerk  of  the  supreme  eeurt.  Mr. 
Lynde  had  been  a  state  senator^  and  a  long  ttmeam^nber 
of  the  NewrYork  legislature.  Mr*  Clowes  was  a  young 
man  of  respectable  talents  and  great  energy  of  oharact«r. 
He  was  one  of  the  moat  efficient  political  partixaas  in  the 
city  of  Troy.  Notwithstanding  this  convention  was  com- 
posed of  a  majosity  of  Clintenians,  (and  certamly  the 
Clitttonians  eonstiiuted  a  large  majority  of  the  Adhms 
party  in  the  state,)  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  all  its  offi- 
cers were  taken  from  the  pany  to  whiok  the  Clintonians 
had  formerly  been  opposed.  'Bie  object  was  to  make  an 
impressiop  on  the  Van  Buren  party,  of  w^ich  the  offieers 
elect  of  the  convention  had  been  members.  This  is  a 
oommon  contrivance,  but  I  do  not  believe  that  it  geaiMlly. 

*  This  it  as  error.    Tte  antUmMoaie  wnt  ImM  V^«r  t^t  Adiunt  tiiinreot?oa 
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produces  the  effeet  intended.  It  k^  I  mky  9ay,  now  id- 
ways  regarded  as  ^  a  thmg^detised  by  tbe  enetny/'  and  in 
ny  judgment  Is  justly  oDnsidered  Sb  mthet  ah  ^tidence  af 
eoaaeiovti  weakness  tlian  of  streliglh. 

AAer  soaie  oonsnltation  wUfa  each  oilier,  the  eonyefitton 
jMninated  Smith  Th^mpMh^  then  and  now  an  associate 
jlidge  of  the  Supreme  court  of  the  tJnited  States,  for  gov- 
erAM*,  aad  Fitincis  Omager  for  lieatehaht  goteirnor. 

No  objeeti^Mi  could  be  ttad«  agaihst  either  the  talents  or 
l^ublio  or  pf  [Vate  ebaracter  of  Ja4ge  Thotnpson,  nor  could 
he  be  charged  with  the  siH  ^  fed^raKsm;  but  it  was  urged 
by  the  JackaoM  party,  and  with  gr^t  force  to6,  that  th^ 
people  of  New«-York^  by  the  constittiitibn  which  they  had 
recently  so  unanimodsly  adopted,  had  declared  that  a 
judge  holdbg  his  oiSee  during  good  behavior  ought  not  to 
be  a  candidate  for  an  elective  office.  Judge  Thompson, 
however,  accepted  the  nomination,  and  consented  to  stand 
a  candidate. 

Mr.  Granger's  acceptance  of  his  nomination  was  de- 
layed until  the  30th  of  August.  The  Jackson  ne\vispa- 
pera,  in  consequence  of  this  long  delay,  charged  Mt. 
Changer  with  chaffering  and  bantering  between  the  ad- 
ministration and  anti-masonic  parties.  This  charge  was 
not  well  founded.  Mr.  Ornnger  early  informed  his  anti- 
masonic  friends  that  he  wt)utd  nOt  consent  to  be  their  can- 
didate for  governor.  And  when  nominated  for  lieutenant 
governor  by  the  Adaias  convention,  he  manifeated  to  the 
secretary  of  the  state  corresponding  committee  at  Albany, 
lus  readiness  to  accept  that  nommation  if  Mr.  Crary 
would  decline  the  nominatioh  for  the  same  office  by  the 
anti-masons.  If  Mr.  Crary  was  a  candidate  in  connection 
with  Mr.  Southwick,  who  had  been  nominated  by  thf 
di»ti-masons  for  governor,  the  defeat  of  the  election  of 
both  was  morally  certain  $  on  the  other  hand,  if  Mr.C 
Withdraw  his  name,  it  was  highly  probable^  and  the  eveni 
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showed  that  it  was  certain^  that  Mr.  Granger  would  be 
elected.  In  case  Crary  refused  to  decline^  Granger  ex- 
pressed a  desire  not  to  be  a  candidate.  This  course  of 
Mr.  Granger  appeared  to  the  committee  perfectly  reason- 
able, and  as  they  believed  Mr.  Crary  to  be  anxiously 
desirous  to  prostrate  the  Albany  Regency  and  promote 
the  election  of  Mr.  Adams,  they  did  not  doubt  he  would 
take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  decline.  That  he  might 
be  fully  informed  of  the  real  situation  of  things,  the  com- 
mittee requested  Mr.  Samuel  Sterens,  who  then  resided  in 
the  same  village  with  Mr.  Crary,  but  who  happened  to  be 
in  Albany,  to  call  on  him  immediately  on  his  returti  and 
procure  his  declension.  Mr.  Stevens  did  call  on  Crary, 
and  forthwith  wrote  to  his  friends  in  Albany  that  he  had 
had  an  interview  with  Crary  5  that  he  was  perfectly  willing 
to  decline,  but  that  as  Mr.  Granger  had  by  the  anti-md- 
sons  been  nominated  to  the  higher  office,  (that  of  gover- 
nor,) it  would  be  more  decorous  that  his  declension  should 
first  be  published.  This  answer  was  communicated  to 
Mr.  Granger,  who  forthwith  caused  his  declension  of  the 
^nti-masonic  nomination  to  be  published.  He  then  looked 
and  waited,  but  looked  and  waited  in  vain  for  Mr.  Crary's 
declension — ^Mr.  Crary  did  not  decline.  That  I  have  sta- 
ted the  facts  correctly,  appears  by  letters  now  before  me 
from  Mr.  Granger  and  others,  which  I  received  as  secre- 
tary of  the  Albany  committee. 

It  was  perfectly  well  known  at  that  time  that  Mr.  Van 
Buren  would  be  the  Jackson  candidate  for  governor ;  it 
was  also  known  that  Southwick  would  receive  nearly  all 
the  anti-masonic  votes  for  that  office,  and  that  he  would 
not  decline.  It  was  likewise  as  well  known  then  as  six 
months  afterwards,  that  if  Jackson  was  elected  president, 
of  wiiich  all  admitted  the  great  probability,  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
renwould  be  made  secretary^  of  state,  which  would  cast 
00  the  lieutenant  governor  to  be  elected,  the  executive  av- 
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Owmty  ;  henoe  all  intelligent  men  foresttw  &at  the  eleo 
tion  of  lieutenant  governor  would  in  fact  be  the  election 
of  a  goYemor  of  the  state.  And  yet  Mr.  Crarji  after 
these  views  had  been  fully  presented  to  him — he  at  the 
same  time  professing  a  decided  hostility  to  the  Albany 
Regency,  and  knowing,  as  he  must  haye  known,  (unless  he 
possessed  a  greater  sluire  of  stupidity  than  either  the  char- 
itj  of  his  friends  or  the  malice  of  his  enemies  can  accord 
to  him,)  that  he  could  not  himself  be  elected,  and  also 
knowing  that  his  continuing  to  be  a  candidate  would  en* 
sure  the  election  of  a  regency  executive — ^m  violation  of 
his  promise  to  Mr.  Stevens,  after  Mr.  Granger  had  accepts 
ed  the  nomination  of  the  Adams  convention,  published  his 
acceptance  of  the  anti-masonic  nomination  1  This  man 
was  dubbed  by  the  anti-mas<mic  papers  durmg  the  can- 
vass, by  the  appellation  of  ^^  Honest  John  CraryJ^  What 
mfluence  may  have  been  brought  to  bear  upon  him, 
or  under  what  strange  delusion  he  acted,  no  man  can 
tell. 

The  Jackson  party  with  great  unanimity  agreed  to  sup- 
port Mr.  Van  Buren  as  their  candidate.  It  might,  per- 
haps, at  that  time  have  been  difficult  for  them  to  have 
i^reed  cordially  on  any  other  candidate,  putting  Mr.  Van 
Buren  out  of  view,  as  there  were  several  other  gentlemen 
whose  standing  and  claims  on  the  support  of  the  party 
were  nearly  equal.  What  probably  induced  a  more  ready 
acquiescence  in  the  support  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  was,  that 
it  was  known  if  elected  he  would  serve  but  a  very  few 
months.  The  great  question  was,  who  should  be  lieutenatfi 
governor  1  Gen.  Pitcher  claimed  to  be  a  candidate  for  re- 
lection.  He  had,  when  the  question  of  his  eleetion  wai 
doubtful,  been  the  candidate  of  the  party,  and  it  was  be 
cau^  he  was  their  candidate  that  they,  as  he  believed, 
achieved  success  and  enjoyed  the  patronage  which  belonged 
to  the  executive  to  dbtribute  for  the  current  legislative  year. 
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Mr.  Pitcber  Wis  aot  tMbnoedoin  to  tlM«hatgeof  any  fSblMiOAl 
MA ;  the  meMurai  whiA  km  had  re€aiiliiMid«d|  hfed  wit 
with  uoiTtrstl  approhatiDii, .  «Mi  hit  appintSMils  hid 
been  such  as  wouM  have  dcmis  hoMir  t«  anj  eneoHlift. 
Th^sa  claims  vmt  M  wall  fboiidad,  and  ii  oftfnafy  tiaat, 
oo  reaaoaabfe  aiaii  would  ha^  rasiated  bit  re^BoffiiaaliM; 
but  aa  I  bayebafo«treBiiark6d|  it  waa  wali  kaown  dukt  te 
lieutanaiit  governor  should  be  tibe  actkig  gov^m^r  j  ami 
the  leading  Jackson  men  did  not  conaider  that  Mr.  Plteh- 
ar's  eduoatiott  and  talents  qualified  him  for  tha  ofiee  af 
governor  id  thie  great  state.  I  believe  this  to  be  ^e  true 
atate  of  the  case,  althongh  Mr.  Pitcher,  I  have  no  dovbti 
believed,  and  scmqm  of  his  friends  affected  to  believe,  that 
the  reason  why  hie  reHionrination  was  apposed,  was  be- 
aanse  he  waa  not  aufficieatly  aubaervient  to  the  Albany 
Regency.  I  was  the  personal  though  not  the  poUtied 
friend  of  Gen*  Pitcher,  and  I  therefore  claim  to  judge 
1^  least  unpartially  between  him  and  bis  political  as99- 
dates.    [See  Jfaie  E.] 

Mr.  Van  Buren  had,  during  the  summer  t>f  1^8,  made 
a  tour  to  the  weat,  and  had  visited  Mr.  E.  T.  Throop, 
and  spent  some  time  witii  him  at  his  residence  on  the 
Owasoo  lake.  It  was  charged  in  the  Adams  papers,  that 
during  that  visit,  it  was  decreed  that  Pitcher  should  not, 
and  that  Tboop  should  be  supported;  and  that  the  Her- 
kimer convention  merely  registered  the  decree.  But  how- 
ever this  may  be,  the  Herkimer  convention  did  nommalt 
Mr.  Van  Buren  for  governor,  atod  Jodge  Throop  for  Kev- 
tenant  governor^  with  considerable  unanimity. 

This  act  of  ingratitude,  as  General  Pitcher  conmdered 
it,  and  saems  to  me,  had  a  right  so  to  consider  it,  made  so 
deep  an  impression  on  his  fediftga,  that  he  could'  never 
forgive  the  party  who  was  guilty  ^f  it.  From  that«mo« 
m^t  and  until  tiie  day  of  hfe  dearth  ha  opposed  them. 


hi  the  kvtter  fAti  of  AugMt,  Johi^  Wooimsiik  tectttM 
dtattilotklDtdly^  by  reaioii  ef  a|^,  inetigibid  to  hold  the 
dlG^of  a  >idg6  0f  the  Mipreitie  CQ^itft,  wdl  eeeoiviinglf 
redgMiL  Gov.  Pkdief  «ppdNiteiil  m  hte  piaksd'  l¥Maitf 
L^  Mmct,  thevcdrnpti^ikrof  tb«  Mte«  Th^#el0iMid# 
^M0  verj  toihrfaH^ry  to^he  hM*,  ai  Well  as  to  Ibe^  denk^ 
onrtir  party* 

A  TeW  dayir  befell  the  elMtkA)^  Mn  Tbr^p  rerigiietf 
Maaffid^.ta  circuit  judge,  aad  tba  senate^  bein^  thea  hi 
mmwk,  Mr.  Pitcher  tent  io  theai  the  nacae  cf  DailM 
Moseley  aa  the  auoceBror  of  Throop^  Thef  sanata^  aa  I 
think,  ralber  unoomrttoiiriy,  (refused  to  acton  that  or  aay 
otfler  Batoii^dtk>6  uatii  the  fiiat  of  Jamniry  abouU  avrh^ 
when  the  aew  gtoveraor  would  come  into  powier« 

The  r^«uh  of  tbe^  alection  did  not  nfkttd  to  the  Jackaon 
party  to  ^pleiMlid  a  lritimph^>  as  frofn  the  pieeeding  annnid 
efeation  and  from  their  gve«t  eSbrta,  they  probably  antioi' 
pi^ed**  The  tftaie^  of  New-York  wan  ettlitled  to  tUvty-aul 
eledors  f^t  prertdeat  ^nd  vice-president ;  and  by  the  law 
aa  it  then  waa^  tbiny*-fotir  of  the  electors  were  to  be  cheeen 
i^  the  ooi^ressioaal  disitriets^  who  were,  when  ihay  met 
to  form  an  eleotoral  college^  and  in  that  capacity  were 
authorized  to  appoint  two  electoffs  to  make  up  the  ooito- 
plement  Ei^Heidn  fedora  were  chosen  1^  the  people 
of  the  state  favorable  to  Jadisoa,  and  six>teen  in  favor  of 
Adams.  Of  course,  tirhen  the  electoral  cottege  was^  organ- 
ized, and  the  two  additional  electors  oho^n,  there  were 
twenty  for  Jadfison;  and  siiffeen  for  AdHms. 

The  election  for  governor  and  lieutenant  governor 
proved  to  be  a  Wry  close  eontest^  Md  had  not  the  anti- 
maaoQs  voted  for  Southwiok  and  CrAry^  ¥an  Bui^n  and 
Throop  would  probri>ly  \Me  been  defeated.  New- York 
and  the  old  southern  district  gWe  a  tery  str^ong  vote  for 
the  Jackaon  candidates ;  Dutchess  county  gave  them  a  ma<- 
jority  of  about  ono  thousand  three  hiuMked«  aad  tho  i 
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jority  in  Ujbter  county,  if  I  recoUert  rightly,  was  netriy 
two  thousand.  The  influence  of  Judge  Oakley  aod- 
Charles  H.  Ruggles^  together  with  the  influence  of  N.  P. 
Tallmi^ge,  all  of  whom  had  heretofore  acted  against  the 
Albany  Regency,  probably  contributed  much  to  this  re* 
suit  The  county  of  Cayuga  too,  at  the  west,  gave  an 
unexpectedly  large  Jackson  majorit}^.  But  the  counties 
of  Albany,  Renfiselaer^  Washington,  Saratoga,  St  Law- 
rence, &a,  some  of  them  contrary  to  the  expectations  of 
both  parlies,  gave  Adams  majorities.  In  Albany,  Judg^e 
Spencer  was  elected  to  congress  over  a  very  popular  op- 
ponent, and  Mr«  Van  Yechten  was  chosen  a  presidential 
elector  in  opposition  to  the  venerable  John  Tayler.  In 
Saratoga  and  Washington,  the  administration  majorities 
were  large.  In  the  whole  state.  Van  Buren  received  one 
hundred  and  thirty-six  thousand  sev&  hundred  and  eighty- 
three  votes  for  governor;  Thompson  one  hundred  and  six 
thousand  four  hundred  and  fifteen,  and  Southwick  thirty- 
three  thousand  three  humlred  and  thirty-five.  The  votes 
tor  lieutenant  governor  were  nearly  in  fbe  same  propor- 
tion ;  showing  evidently  that  had  Mr.  Crary  vnthdrawn 
his  name,  Mr.  Granger  must  have  been  elected. 
The  senators  chosen  at  this  election  were: 
From  the  First  District,  Stephen  Allen, 
^  Second     do.,  Samuel  Rexford, 

^  Third       do.,  Lewis  Eaton, 

"  Fourth     do.,  John  M'Lean, 

<<  FiAh        do.,  William  H.  Maynard, 

<<  Sixth        do.,  John  F.  Hubbard, 

^  Seventh    do.,  Hiram  F.  Mather, 

^  Eighth     do.,  George  H.  Boughton  and 

Moses  Hayden. 
Mr.  McLean  was  from  Washington  county,  and  chos^ 
as  an   Adams   man,  though   he   afterwards,  when    the 
anti'-masons  exhtbtied  themselves  in  (he  legislature  as 


a  difdnct  political  party,  acted  with  the  Jackson  par« 
tf*  Messrs.  Maynard,  Mather,  Boughton,  and  Hay* 
den  were  anti-masons,  i  It  thus  appears  diat  but  four 
of  the  eight  senatorial  districts  elected  Jackson  sena- 
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On  die  first  day  of  the  meeting  of  the  legislature,  Mr. 
Jordan  resigned  his  seat  in  the  senate.  The  reason  he 
assigned  for  resigning,  was  that  his  private  affairs  and  pro- 
fessional business  demanded  the  whole  of  his  time  and  at- 
tention. He  said,  "The  important  business  of  the  extra 
session,  and  the  hope  of  being  able  to  remain  in  the  unre- 
mitted discharge  of  his  official  duty  until  the  revision  of 
the  laws  was  completed,  alone  controlled  his  judgment  in 
not  taking  that  step  in  time  to  have  the  vacancy  filled  at 
the  last  election."  It  is,  however,  very  probable  that  the 
election  to  which  he  referred  having  resulted  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  leave  his  party  in  a  hopeless  minority  in  the 
state  and  nation,  had  also  some  effect  in  inducing  in  his 
mind  a  determination  to  quit  the  political  field.  Mr.  Jor- 
dan was  a  talented  and  useful  member  of  the  senate  ;  but 
while  his  withdrawal  from  public  life  was  a  loss  to  that 
body,  the  increase  of  his  professional  business  which  fol- 
lowed, rendered  that  withdrawal  beneficial  to  himself. 
The  senate  received  a  great  accession  of  talent  by  the 
election  of  Mr.  Maynard  as  one  of  its  members.  Amia- 
ble and  benevolent  in  private  life,  courteous  in  debate,  and 
possessing  talents  of  the  highest  order,  he  soon  acquired, 
considering  him  in  a  small  political  minority,  a  high  and 
commanding  influence  in  the  legislature. 

There  was  a  falling  off  of  talent  in  the  assembly.  Gen. 
Root  was  not  re-elected ;  he  was  not,  I  believe,  a  can- 
didate for  a  re-election.  The  leading  democratic  mem- 
bers returned  were  A.  C.  Paige,  from  Schenectady ;  Abi- 
jah  Mann,  jun..  from  Herkimer;  J.  B.  Skinner,  from  G^n- 
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esee,  (bleated mm  waliaQaaom^)  ud  Moddaad  iudd,  htm 
DulGhe08  oQUBtjr*  Bevend  cf  the  vmBlem  comities  weiQ 
vepreaenrted  hy  BnAanOMOOB ;  and  among  the  most  pconik 
n&Bti  of  tfaeoi  were  Millard  Fdmore,  from  Biie  ;  I^iIq  <X 
Fidler  of  LiviDgston,  and  Robert  C.  Niehoka  of  ODtaiia 
Mr.  Gtaoger  having  been  a  candidate  for  UeulBtlaot  gov- 
ernor^  wbb  of  oounw  not  returned.  Of  the  Adawe  paartjr 
propHr,  Luther  Biadirfi,  of  Fraiddtn ;  B.  C.  Orosi^  ^t 
Essex,  and  Chandler  Starr,  of  AHuuiy,  sneie  among  the 
moat  difltii^iahed  of  that  pditical  sect  in  theassembljr* 

Peter  Robinson,  from  BrOome  oounty,  a  discreet  aia% 
but  of  Tery  of  diaary  capacity,  was  elected  speaker.  Hia 
aomipatioa  for  that  office  was  probably  caused  by  meattH 
of  the  Chenango  and  other  lateral  oanal  iiifl«ieiioe» 

Mr.  Van  Buren's  message,  like  others  of  the  amiaal 
ezecatire  messages  since  the  year  1818,  exoe|rt  those  of 
Got.  Yates,  was  too  long. 

In  his  ^Doidium,  he  very  handsomely  coroffUmeats  Mr. 
Clinton,  and  sped^s  in  the  most  respectfal  lerms  of  hie  • 
talents  and  seirvioes.  He  oecupies  too  much  time  in  get- 
ting at  the  real  object  of  an  exeoutive  communication ; 
mid  as  every  one  knew  the  IniUiant  political  prospects 
that  had  then  evidently  opened  upon  him,  he  talks  so 
moch  about  his  ^humble  efforts,'*  and  <<the  humblest 
instrmnent,"  dta,  and  indeed  bumbles  himself  so  grace- 
fidly,  that  the  puUio  could  hardly  avoid  diargtng  faim 
with  an  afeetalioB  of  humility  which  he  did  not  feel. 

M0  speaks  of  the  numerous  applications  whicfh  had  been 
made  to  him  lo  recommend  lo  the  legislature  varioas 
canals  and  dher  internal  improvements  to  be  made  at  the 
public  expense.  With  respect  to  these  applications,  he 
peoposea  the  foilowing  as  the  proper  role  to  regulate  the 
action  of  the  legiriature.  Hie  state  ought  to  apply  sudi 
portion  of  its  means  (including  a  judiewus  use  of  iis 
ecedit)  as  eoald  be  epared  fitim  other  necessary  objects  to 
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woiiu  of  internal  improTement ;  and  he  mentions  several 
pfojecled  canab,  but  he  is  silent  on  the  question  whether 
aU  or  any  of  them  ought  to  be  made.  Now,  it  strikes 
me,  that  at  a  time  when  the  publie  mind  had  been,  to  say 
the  least,  over  excited  by  the  ardent  and  enthusiastic 
representations  of  Mr.  Clinton ;  when  all  men  were  dazzled 
and  bewildered  by  the  q>lendid  revenue  which  was  antici- 
pated  from  the  Erie  canal,  if  Mr.  Van  Buren  then  thought, 
that  that  was  the  moment  for  the  state  to  pause  in  its 
expenditures,  and  pay  off  its  debt  before  it  assumed  any 
additional  responsibilities;  and  that  after  its  debt. should 
be  paid,  then  to  apply  its  surplus  revenue  to  the  making 
further  improvements,  he  ought  to  have  said  so  in  plain 
terms.  Instead  of  this,  he  advised  the  legislature  to  ap- 
ply such  portion  of  the  means  of  the  state  as  could  be 
spared  from  other  necessary  objects,  to  works  of  internal 
improvements,  &c.  Now,  this  was  non<ammUtiUism  in 
its  very  spirit  It  was  an  authority  for  making  the  Che- 
.  nango  canal,  and  it  was  an  authority  against  it  The 
Delphic  Oracle  never  spoke  more  enigmatically. 

On  the  subject  of  banking  and  the  currency,  the  gover* 
nor's  views  were  exceedingly  able  and  judicious,  and  they 
wei:e  communicated  with  great  clearness.    He  said, 

''Of  the  forty  banks  now  in  operation  in  this  state,  the 
charters  of  thirty-one  expire  within  one,  two,  three  and 
four  years,  but  chiefly  within  two  and  three  years.  From 
the  best  information  that  can  be  derived  from  the  returns 
made  by  the  banks  whose  charters  are  about  to  expire, 
their  collective  capital  actually  paid  in,  amounts  to  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars ;  and  the  debts  due  to  them,  to  more 
than  thirty  millions.  The  debts  due  from  these  institu- 
tions to  the  community,  including  their  stockholders,  may 
be  safely  estimated  at  about  the  same  amount" 

He  suggests  evils  that  would  result  from  compelling 
these  institutions  to  wind  up  their  concerns  by  a  refusal  to 
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re-charter  such  of  them  as  had  conducted  in  conformity 
-whh  the  spirit  of  their  charter ;  he  points  out  the  inconve- 
nience which  would  accrue  from  permitting  so  many  -of 
these  applications  to  remain  long  before  the  legislature 
undecided  ;  and  he  recommends  a  final  disposition  of  the 
subject  as  early  as  possible.  He  states  that  a  plan  had 
been  communicated  to  him,  which,  if  substantiany  adopt- 
eij  might,  in  his  judgment,  materially  improve  the  blink- 
mg  system  in  the  state.  ''The  limits  of  this  coromunica* 
tion,'^  said  the  governor,  "  will  not  allow  me  to  do  justice 
to  its  details,  or  to  the  argument  by  which  it  is  supported. 
It  proposes  to  make  all  the  banks  responsible  for  any  loss 
the  public  may  sustain  by  the  failure  of  any  one  or  more 
of  them.  It  suggests  provisions  by  which  that  result  may 
be  reached,  as  far  as  it  respects  the  banks  whosef  charters 
are  about  to  expire,  and  be  ultimately  made  universal,  or 
nearly  so." 

Heretofore  the  sales  at  auction  of  all  imported  goods 
had  been  restricted  to  officers  appointed  by  the  state  go- 
vernment Tliis  gave  a  complete  monopoly  of  the  auction 
business  to  those  officers.  Mr.  Van  Buren  had  the  spirit 
and  independence  to  recommend  the  abolition  of  this 
monopoly,  and  to  throw  open  to  free  competition  the  auc- 
tion business  to  all  persons  who  would  give  the  proper 
security  for  the  faithful  and  punctual  payment  of  the  du- 
ties to  the  state. 

He  points  out  the  evil  of  mingling  in  the  same  election 
the  choice  of  state  and  national  officers,  and  recommends 
that  they  be  chosen  on  different  days.  The  reasons  he 
assigns  for  this  recommendation  are,  in  my  judgment,  very 
cogent ;  and  it  is,  I  think,  to  be  regretted  that  it  has  not 
to  this  day  been  adopted.  He  advises  the  repeal  of  the 
district  system,  and  the  choice  of  presidential  electors  by 
general  ticket 
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Be  ^vep^  to  tbi9  ;iefiwity  .^  fiirth^r  )(^jflati<ni  tp 
lumenre  th^  punty  of  elept^^iify  «iui  urges  wiUi  gc^t 
force  and  pro(»ri9ty  tbe  dMfy  of  the  l^gMature  to  famm, 
l^w  |KX>lubitiDg  all  expeaditu^  ql  fnowey  i^t  elpctioiii*  exr 
cept  to  defray  the  o^pepae  of  priatiiig.  .  Thil  reqoooiMDdr 
«t|oo  was  <Hurried  ipto  fi|l{  eflfept  dMI^ng  th^  flefsion. 

The  message  presented  it  v^ry  c)q^  .«tad  diatioct  ao 
/oouAt  of  the  609x10^  q(  tbe  state,  of  itsj^nUic  works,  its 
literary  and  oharitat^le  institptions,  ^d  poi^cb^d  by  ys 
very  pnH^or  mi  ^eoedipglF  hsadsoo^  aUuaion  to  the  tijr 
wnph,  al  the  last  ele^^tiop,  ^  t]m  partly  to  whiph  Mr.  Va^ 
Burett  helopsedL  Ho  does  pat  iriapif<?f^t  thu  least  disp^ 
fitiop  to  eii:0U  pv^r  hi^  pppoiie^t^.  H^  sp^^l^s  of  theaa 
jft  th^  most  l^ad  find  refpectfiil  /nanper,  K&  larpf^p^  the 
e«e^v«  e3((4temi9t^  whi^  bad  he^n  produced  by  the 
ooUiiiQO  ^  tbf?  parties,  mi  icoocJMdes  by  nayiog :  **  It  is 
certainly  true,  that  the  reputation  of  the  couRtry  hss  10 
some  4^^^  SvQhrod  from  the  ^ndwlritable  |iod  ifiwiel^ntp 
js^  aoTMtioy  to  wl^ioh  privatte  as  w^H  as  pvblJQ  pham^s^ 
has  been  subj^^d.  But,  00  the  other  haod,  t^^  ii^vy 
ppnoduoed  by  this  discredital^e  exhibiiion  has  b^a  raltopri- 
ed,  if  not  removed,  by  seeing  how  scop  the  overflpwing 
waters  of  hitteroeaa  have  ^pe^t  thems^eivc^  and  Uurt  al** 
ready  the  current  of  public  fi^eljng  baa  rosurped  its  f  ccmr 
tomed  chaapelft.  These  excesses  ve  the  price  we  pay  for 
that  full  enjoyment  of  the  right  of  opinio^,  whiqh  is  ^mr 
phatically  the  birthright  of  ap  American  citi^^q.  it  is 
with  j^rhoi  deferooqe  to  ^^t  aacred  privilege,  ^d  ip  th^ 
hpml:J^  evercise  of  that  portiop  of  it  which  beloQgs  to 
myself— with  ja  SWOfP^  d^ftke  pot  to  oflfeofl  th^  feelings  gf 
tboa?  whose  views  »»  this  ipespi^t  differ  from  my  own- 
that  I  beg  leave  to  copgratylate  yo4»  apd  through  yoq, 
our  constituents,  on  the  lesult  of  the  late  ejection  £oyr  pre- 
sident and  vice  president  of  the  United  States :  A  x^wlt 
which,  while  it  infuses  fresh  vigor  into  our  political  sys- 


Qn(x  more  refute  the  odiwa  imputaUcm  ^91;  cf^ubUi^  w» 
vngratef^I;  dU^ipat^  tl^e  tiua  ]b<W^  t)i9lt  oiur  ^tim&f  on 
be  influenced  by  nogbt  save  »pp^ak  tp  tbeir  wAwBrtiiid* 
ing  Md  love  of  opjontiryj  wA  fi^ally^  ei^ibito,  in  bold  it- 
Jief|  the  omnipotence  of  public  opiniopi^and  tb#  iiitilil|r 
Qf  all  jitteiaptiS  to  py«n»«  it  bjr  tb0  deniuiciMtiont  of 
pplHreii  or  to  ibeduqe  it  by  tbe  alliirfdv^ta  ^  pAArenage.'' 
It  i9  w^U  known  tb«t  Mr.  Van  ^ntfn  ia  a  adtf  edooa- 
ted  flaan'-^iu)  yet  tbera  ia  a  pe^toesa^  xdeafmaia  and  aioir 
pticity  cofidbinad  vitb  w  wo^tantationa  lalegaoae  in  Jiia 
9tyla  wbicb  I  v.^y  much  admirar  Tbe  piasaaga^  both  in 
atyle  and  matter^  ia  highly  greditabla  to  the  aathor  jand 
the  atatai  ind  notwithstandtog  tbe  dafaeits  in  it  at  wbiahi  J 
J^Te  iu>i|ted>  it  is  among  the  baat>  if  nat  ^  beat  exacia^ 
tiva  mei^agp  avar  co^^in wetted  to  tha  l^nlatsi e  of  tiup 

The  recomjcnendation  of  Mr*  Yffn  Bivran  of  a  i eformai 
jjatem  of  hankinj^  in  tha  maasaga  at  which  I  kava 
|;)anced|  was  soon  fbUowad  by  a  iqf^ecial  m^Mage^  whiah 
contained  the  detaila  of  tha  plan  to  which  he  alluded.  Aa 
}^Qn  this  plan  ^.^9  fpwdad  the  genes^l  banking)  ormk 
ia  now  QaUed>  tbe  aafety  fun4  bill)  which  w&i  paased  into 
a  law;  and  as  that  ^raa  tkte  priiiaipai)  and,  indeed)  the  only 
important  ipoieaaure  in  which  he  had  an  Active  agency)  aMi 
which  waa  adojMtad  during  hia  short  administration)  I  wiH 
proceed  immediately  to  present  to  the  raador  a  sacdndt 
account  of  it;  Joshua  Forman,  JBaq.)  a  gentleman  wha 
had  resided  many  yaara  b  the  county  of  Onondaga)  htti 
who  bad  lately  removed  to  th^  southern  part  of  the  stata) 
and  then  lived  in  the  neighborbooi}  of  Kew-Yoik)  lAa 
waa  bred  a  lawyeri  and  while  he  lived  in  Onondaga  had 
JH^en  principally  engaged  in  the  ptactice  of  his  ppsfasaioB| 
yl^imad  to  be)  aad  no  dpubt  waa^  the  original  mv«ntar  af 
the  acbem?  pa  whi^b  )he  aaletjf  <un#  ^taitnte 
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.  Mr.  Forman  was  by  nature  a  »ojector.    He  had  iiiTeiit- 
ed  many  improTements  in  the  manufacture  of  salt,  particu- 
larly the  mode  of  manufacturing  in  the  peculiar  manner  it 
»  done  by  sakr  eyaporation  at  the  Tillage  of  Syracuse. 
Indeed,  tibat  flourit^htng  village,  destined  at  no  distant  pe- 
ribd  to  beeoimealarge  inland  city,  owes  to  his  enterprising 
genius  atod  spirit  ite  origin,  and  in  a  great  degree  its  pre- 
sent prosj^ro^s  condition^     He' was  also  among  the  first 
projectors  and  efficient  supporters  of  the  Erie  canal.     He 
^communicated  his  scheme  of  banking  to  Dr.  Isaac  Bron^ 
ton,  formerly  of  Bridgeport  in  Connecticut,  then  of  the 
•dij  of  New-York,  a  man  of  vigorous  intellectual  ppw- 
eni,  a  shrewd  and  sagacious  financier,  and  an  experienced 
and  success  All  banker.    The  discerning  mind  of  Dc  Bron- 
#on  soon  led  him  to  approve,  in  substance,  of  Mr.  Fofihan^s 
plan.    The  plan  originally  formed  was,  that  all  the  incor- 
porated banking  companies  in  the  state  should  be  formed 
into  an  association,  so  iiir  as  that  all  the  companies  should 
be  fiable  for  the  responsibilities  assumed  by  each,  and  yet 
ihe  property  and  prc^ts  held  and  made  by  the  respective 
companies  should  belong  to  them  in  severalty.     It  was 
aubetantially  placing  the  banks  of  this  state  on  the  same 
footing  with  respect  to  themselves  and  the  public  as  the 
law  of  China  placed  the  Hong  Merchants.    This  project 
was  sobmitted  by  Mn  Forman  and  Dr.  Bronsoh  to  several 
of  the  most  distinguished  capitalists  and  bankers  in  the 
city 'of  New^Yoirk,  and  at  first  it  received  their  approba 
tion. '   Mr.  Formfin^  before  the  meeting  of  the  legislature, 
came  to  Albany  ttid  submitted  his  plan  to  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
who  not  bein^  himself  versed  in  the  mysteries  of  banking, 
referred  it  to  Thomas  W.  Olcott,  Esq.  then  cashier  of  the 
Mechanics'  and  Farmers'  Bank  in  Albany.     He  could  not 
have  selected  a  more  safe,  able  and  judicious  adviser.    I 
need  not  inform  the  reader,  that  Mr.  Olcott  was  a  man  of 
groat  native  sagacity,  posaesdng  a  clear,  strong  and  dis 
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criminating  mind,  capable  of  discerning  aknost  intttitively 
the  effect  and  final  result  of  aiiy  given  financial  operation^ 
liberalized  and  enlarged  by  much  thinking  and  reflection, 
and' improved  by  many  years*  active  experience  at  the 
head  of  a  leading  moneyed  institution  in  Albany ;  a  situa- 
tion which  rendered  him  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
working  of  the  system  of  banking,  as  well  in  the  commer- 
cial metropolis  as  of  the  various  smaller  banking  compa^ 
nies  at  the  west  and  in  the  interior  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Olcott,  at  first  view  of  the  scheme  of  Mt.  Forman, 
discovered  that  cautions  and  carefol  banking  companies 
never  would  consent  to  make  themselves  liable  for  the 
performance  of  the  contracts  of  the  various  banks  scat- 
tered  over  this  gi^at  state,  from  Long  Island  to  Lake  Erie ; 
and  yet  he  was  struck  with  the  great  benefits  which  would 
result  to  the  public  by  the  adoption  of  some  plan  which 
would  render  it  the  interest  of  each  bank  to  sustain  the 
credit  of  all  otlier  banks  ;  and  it  was  to  his  skill  and  sa- 
gacity, aided  by  his  experience  and  influence,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  personal  influence  among  the  members  of 
the  legislature,  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Knower,  and  a  few  other 
intelligent  and  patriotic  bankers,  that  the  New- York  pub- 
lic are  indebted  for  the  most  perfect  system  of  chartered 
banking  which  ever  was  invented.  The  public  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  leading  features  of  the  safety  fund 
lAw.    Some  of  its  benefits  are— 

1.  It  affords  reasonable  security  to  the  Inll  holder,  by 
requiring  the  actual  payment,  by  the  stockhoUers,  of  the 
whole  bank  capital ;  by  restricting  the  issues  of  banks  to  a 
moderate  amount,  and  by  providing  a  fund,  the  preserva- 
tion of  which  is  guarantted  by  the  state  for  the  payment 
of  the  dishonored  bills  of  individual  banks. 

%  It  is  safe  for  solvent  banks,  because  in  no  eyent  can 
they  be  required  to  pay  more  than  one<Jialf  of  one  per 
cent  anmsHiHy,  on  their  capital,  to  make  good  the  defideo* 
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(Mb  of  iMolveot  btoks ;  wheneas  in  0ome  of  tbo  leitiifte^ 
bnahe  «ro  required  to  pay  oae  per  cent  om  iheir  capitfli 
anau«ily»  to  the  stat^  treasury,  as  a  bonus  for  their  excki* 
s^vie  privileges ;  and  because  the  law  ptrovides  for  the  ap- 
poiiQUnent  of  bank  eomoussiooers,  autfaomed  and  required 
frequently  to  ^examine  into  the  condition  of  «v«ry  bank  in 
the  mWi^  and  by  the  aid  of  the  chanoeUor  to  suspend  tha 
operations  of  a|}  such  banks  as  they  may  kaire  reaaoQ  In 
believe  are  making  improvident  issues. 

9.  It  is  beneficial  to  the  banks*  because  their  success 
depends  upon  acquiring  and  retainiag  public  oonfidenoe  in 
their  ability  and  punctuality  ;  and  this  system  furnishes  a 
sure  and  permanent  foundation  for  such  coi^ence.  It  is 
beneficial  to  the  people,  because  the  system,  besides  the 
security  which  It  affords  to  the  bill  holders  renders  it  the 
interest  of  every  bank  to  support  the  credit  of  all  banksi 

When  the  plan  was  submitted  to  the  assembly,  it  eo* 
coiHitered  a  fierce  opposition.  Some  of  the  members 
probably  oppoaed  it  because  it  came  from  Mr.  Van  Bnren  ; 
others  were  alarmed  at  the  innovation,  and  viewed  with 
great  horror  any  exf^eriments  upon  what  was  called  the 
currency  of  the  state  and  the  mode  of  hanking;  while 
others,  and  prebaUy  the  greater  auoEiber,  were  isvAuenoed 
by  the  New-York  banks  to  oppose  the  measnre. 

The  banks  of  the  city  of  New-York  afieoted  to  view 
with  utter  aversion  a  system  whieh,  as  they  alibied,  would 
make  them  partners  of  the  country  banks.  They  regain- 
ed the  sdieaM  as  an  attempt  to  reduce  their  eredit  to  a 
level  with  the  banks  ot  the  eeuntry ;  whereas  the  eflect 
would  be,  and  has  been,  to  elevate  the  credit  of  the  latter 
at  par,  (after  deducting  the  expense  af  transporting  speoia 
from  the  country  banks  to  New- York,)  with  the  city  banka^ 
without  depreswig  the  credit  cf  the  hanks  of  the  cityr 
They  were  disgusted  at  this  lerveNing  democratic  princi^ 
whan  applied  l#  hanks.    Bveo  some  of  those  ifesr-Yefh 


fiotlemon  wbo  had  apoketf  fivonbljr  of  thcmfiiiUTo  wImi 
ii  was  first  piroposed,  afkcr  tht  of^oshioo  became  ardcat 
and  general  in  that  city,  seemed  anxious  to  conceal  tboif 
ftevuMB  knowledgie  and  appvoiiAtion  of  amf  of  ilo  ftor 
tares. 

Mr.  Paige  of  Sehooeotedy,  noo  dhsiniBsn  of<  tho  baok 
ooDuaittee  of  ibe  assetaUy-^^nd  to  Us  talemto^addrcM  and 
vigorous  effi>rtB  the  puUie  are  greatly  ktdobtod  for  the  pao^ 
sage  of  the  biil  through  that  bouse;  Indeed,  be  was  tbo 
author  of  several  val^iablo  improvesients  of  the  Mil  as  it 
was  originally  sketehed  o«t  by  itt  friendoi  Mr.  OltoH 
continued  its  firm  and  fearless  si^porier^  ted  on  one  oo- 
caaion  he  told  Mr.  Van  Buvem  that  *Hhe  mUy  objection  to 
the  plan  was^  tbat  it  toes  ^oo  porfsci."  This  dechration 
which  at  first  view  may  seem  absurdi  was  in  loiter  ttAi  in 
spirit  Iruej  and  a  very  few  years'  experience  proved  il  to 
be  S0|  as  well  as  the  singular  sagaoky  and  forecast  of  tho 
author  of  it.  The  system  was  soon  found  to  be  so  adyafe>> 
tagoous  to  bankers  themselves  thsft  it  produced  a  prestort 
on  the  legislature  for  charters  which  it  beeame  alnuist  kiy- 
possible  to  resist,  and  in  fact  that  pf  essure  was  some  tiaoMS 
so  great  that  charters  were  unwisely  and  impi>operly 
granted,  and  banks  were  malt4)Iied  to  such  an  extent  tfani 
thewreck  of  the  whole  machinery  has  been  endangered  by 
its  own  enormous  weight. 

The  safety  fund  bill  finally  became  a  hrw^  and  under  iti 
thirty-one  banks  were  re-charfeered  during  this  session  of 
ihe  legislature.  But  the  banks  of  the  city  of  New^York 
refused  to  accept  charters  under  the  law.  Their  great  ob- 
lection  was  founded  od  a  jealousy  of  the  souadaoss  and 
solvency  of  the  country  banloH-^  jeakmsy  whieb  certtq»- 
ly  existed  without  a  legitimate  oaose«  Troe,  Amte  hitve 
t»een  banking  companies  formed  in  the  country  upon  an 
unsafe  and  unsound  basis — ^bnt  I  hanaid  little  in  thee 
Um  that  m  general  the  country  banks  rest  opon  a 
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safe  foundation  than  tbose  of  the  city.  The  present  is  not 
the  proper  time  or  place  to  prove  the  truth  of  this  pod- 
tioo. 

It  is  unfortunate  for  the  state,  and  more  so  for  the  city 
of  New- York,  that  a  large  portion  pf  their  most  estimable 
citizens,  and  especially  of  their  representatives  in  the 
legislature,  have  not  properly  appreciated  the  true  characs 
ter  of  the  banking  and  other  institutions  of  the  country, 
nor  have  they  in  general  judged  correctly  of  the  character, 
intelligence  and  principles  of  action  of  the  mass  of  the 
country  population.  The  citizen,  probably  unknown  to 
himself,  gradually  imbibes  the  false  notion  that  not  only 
capital  but  a  correct  knowledge  of  business  is  confined  to 
the  city.  This  imprescdon,  especially  when  acting  as  a 
legislator,  frequently  leads  him  into  gross  errors. 

At  a  subsequent  session,  the  banks  of  New- York  were 
very  glad  to  obtain  a  renewal  of  their  charters  under  the 
safety  fund  law. 

Although  Mr.  Van  Buren  can  not  and  does  not  claim 
to  be  the  originator  of  this  excellent  measure,  he  is  en- 
titled to  much  credit  for  having  the  sagacity  to  perceive 
its  utility,  and  the  independence  to  recommend  and  sup- 
port it  Much  of  the  merits  of  a  statesman  depends  upon 
his  skill  in  selecting  proper  advisers  and  his  steadiness 
and  perseverance  in  following  good  advice.  It  was  by 
this  means  that  one  of  the  most  distinguished  sovereigns 
of  Gvreat  Britain  merited  the  splendid  reputation  which 
she  acquired.  In  respect  to  this  important  measure,  Mr. 
Van  Buren  certainly  deserves  great  praise  for  the  selection 
of  counsellors,  and  for  the  fidelity,  skill  and  address  with 
which,  as  governor  of  the  state,  he  aided  in  giving  eflfect 
to  their  suggestions  and  advice. 

The  election  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  the  office  of  gov- 
ernor, necessarily  produced  his  resignation  as  a  senator  m 
congress.     After  some  consultation,  Charles  E.  Dudley  of 
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Attwny,  lately  a  state  senator,  of  whose  amiable  dispom- 
tioa  and  oxceHent  private  character  I  have  heretofore  spo- 
ken, was  fixed  upon  as  his  successor.  Mr.  Dudley  was  a 
native  of  one  of  the  eastern  states,  I  beHeve  Rhode  Island, 
and  pretty  early  in  life  had  acquired  a  handsome  estate,  by 
a  very  successful  commercial  business.  He  bad  connected 
himself  in  marriage  with  one  of  the  most  respectable  and 
ancient  families  in  Albany ;  and  by  his  courteous  deport- 
ment and  benevolent  conduct,  had  secured  the  esteem  and 
respect  of  all  with  whom  he  was  acquainted.  In-  some 
respects  he  was  qualified  to  be  useful  as  a  member  of  the 
national  legislature.  He  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
banking  and  commercial  business  of  the  country.  His 
deportment  was  gentlemanly,  and  he  was  a  man  of  strict 
integrity  and  honor.  He  was  a  warm  personal  and  politi- 
cal friend  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  He  was  not,  however,  dis- 
tinguished for  vigorous  mental  powers.  He  was  not  only 
indisposed,  but  incapable  of  taking  any  share  in  the  de- 
bates of  the  senate ;  and  so  extreme  was  his  modesty,  that 
be  was  unable  to  exert,  even  in  private  circles,  that  influ- 
ence to  which,  from  his  experience,  his  age,  and  his  stand- 
ing in  society,  he  was  fairly  entitled.  There  were  at  the 
time,  in  the  Jackson  party,  several  other  more  efficient  and 
talented  men  than  Mr.  Dudley,  who  would  have  been  grat- 
ified with  an  election  to  the  senate  of  the  United  States. 
Mr.  Van  Buren  was  for  Mr.  Dudley.  He  received  in  the 
senate  twenty-three  and  in  the  assembly  seventy-nine 
votes. 

About  this  time  a  habit  of  intemperance  had  become  so 
fixed  and  settled  upon  Mr.  Talcott,  as  to  render  his  resig- 
nation of  the  office  of  attorney  general  absolutely  neces- 
sary. All  men  regretted  the  loss  of  the  services  of  this 
able  and  learned  lawyer,  as  well  as  the  cause  which  pro- 
duced it 
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Greene  C.  Bromon  (at  pi^aeeBt » jnelioe  of  Iher  supraiie 
court,)  was  f^poiDiad  kMisueeeosor^  Mr*  BrenBoit^  k  mlH 
be  recolleeted,  pa  the  yewr  iSdd,  tvtas  a  CHQtOBiaii«embe# 
of  the  assembly  from  the  oouniy  of  OtteMa*  But  hag 
before  the  death  of  Mt^  Cl»ten^  be  kAd  dittig^d  his  pesK 
tion  fnMa  that  of  a  supporter  to  tb*!  of  %  poiiiioal  «p|K>» 
neat 

The  s^pointaaent  of  i/bc,  Marey  to  the  <^lee  of  yaAg^ 
of  the  svqpreine  court,  was  a  great  loss  to  the  Albany  Re« 
gency.  Zealous,  firm  lusd  decided,  though  fraak  and  ope» 
in  his  political  conduct,  he  was  esteemed  and  respected  as* 
well  by  opponents  a«  friends.  His  acceptance-  of  the  of- 
fice of  a  judg^,  necessarily  withdrew  him  from  iheaeiive 
management  of  political  concerns* 

Silas  Wright,  j,un.,  a  member  of  congress^  and  wko^ 
while  state  senator,  had  afforded  abundant  proofs  not  only 
of  his  rigid  adherence  to  party  tactics,  and  of  tact  and 
shrewdness  as  a  party  manager,  but  of  mental  vigor  ami 
capacity,  was  selected  fox  the  new  comptroller.  Here 
was  a  man,  brought  up  in  one  of  the  country  towns  ol 
Vermont,  and  from  thence  transferred  to  the  wilds  of  the 
county  of  St.  Lawredce,  placed  at  the  head  of  the  com- 
plicated financial  operations  of  the  great  State  of  New- 
York.  But  unaccountable  as  it  may  seem,  Mr.  Wright 
soon  proved  himself  amply  competent  to  discharge  the 
trust  which  had  been  conferred  upon  him.  It  is  conchi^ 
sive  evidence  of  the  high  mental  powers  of  thb  man,  that 
in  whatever  situation  he  has  been  placed,  he  has  instantly 
exhibited  talents  equal  to  the  able  performance  of  the  du- 
ties which  has  been  cast  upon  him.  The  other  state  offi* 
cers,  A.  C.  Flagg,  secretary  of  state;  Abraham  Keyser, 
treasurer;  Simeon  De  Witt,  sur^yor  general;  and  Alex- 
ander M.  Muir,  commissary  general,  were  re-elected  at* 
most  without  opposition. 
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•^  Mr.  Vu  Busm  lenewed  the  DooBiinatioQ  of  Mr.  Mom- 
ly  to  the  office  of  circuit  judge  in  the  place  of  Lieut.  Gov. 
Throop,  and  the  senate  confirmed  the  nomination.  Thu 
afpointoient  left  vacant  the  office  of  special  counsel  for 
the  detectbn  and  proseeution  of  those  concemisd  in  the 
murder  of  Morgan.  Mr.  Van  Buren  selected  John  C. 
Spencer  as  the  successor  of  Mr.  Mosely^  and  he  could  not 
have  made  a  better'  selection.  The  wonder  is,  how  so 
ligid  a  party  man^  as  Mr.  Van  Buren  was,  came  to  appoint 
a  political  opponent  to  so  important  an  office;  The  fol- 
lowing considerations  may  account  for  it:     . 

The  offioe  could  not  have  been  a  desirable  one,  while  at 
the  same  time  all  parties  were  well  convinced  that  it  re- 
quired a  man  of  talents  and  great  moral  courage  to  dis- 
charge its  duties  properly.  I  say  it  was  dot  a  desirable . 
office,  because^  if  the  prosecutions  were  not  pursued  with 
great  vigor^  and  even  if  they  were  so  pursued,  if  they 
should  happen  to  be  unsuccessfiil,  there  waa  reason  to  ap- 
prehend that  the  anti-masons,  in  the  heat  of  their  excite- 
ment, would  impute  the  failure  to  the  want  of  energy,  or 
to  the  -treachery  of  the  special  attorney.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  he  discharged  the  duty  imposed  on  him  by  the  act, 
vigorously  and  with  fidelity,  he  would  draw  down  upon 
himself  the  hostility  of  the  masons,  who,  in  that  region  of 
tbe  state,  and  indeed,  in  every  other  part  of  it,  were  a 
powerful  and  united  body  of  men. 

If  the  plan  succeeded  in  detecting  and  punishing  the 
guilty,  and  in  quieting  the  excitement  among  the  people* 
then  the  measure  was  adopted  by  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his 
friends,  and  tney  were  entitled  to  applause  for  it;  if  it 
failed,  then  its  failure  might  be  charged  upon  Mr.  Spencer 
and  his  friends,  who  were  firm  opponents  of  the  Jackson 
party.  A  finer  specimen  of  the  pecuUar  tact  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren  can  scarcely  be  found  than  that  exhibited  in  making 
this  comparatively  unimportant  appointment.    This 


dM^aataf  puiotnieiit  mMlehjr  Mr.  ¥afi  BwnMi  u  goTtenor 
of  tbd  Btate. 

Witfaio  a  fefw  >d^y  after  the  inavigaralioii  of  Gen.  Jmck- 
idnto  the  diioe  of  President  of  ^  United  Slalea,  Mr. 
Van  Buven  reoeirediiotioe^if  hisappoioliiientaBiBectetBqr 
of  etate  of  the  United  States,  and  on  llie  Idth  of  Mardi, 
comnHnii^ated  his  resignation  of  (the  ofioe  of  goTomor  to 
Ae  legisltttuie.  Upon  the  anaunciatioii  of  this  eMmmasi- 
totion^  both  houssfs  passed  resdittioBS  (rf*:  oongratulatiGD 
and  of  thanks,  highly  edmplimeatary  4o  Mr.  Van  Bores, 
In  the  senate,  Mr.  Majmard  made  some  resisCaiice,  prind* 
^ly  on  the  groand,  tint  when  Mr.  Van.Buren  consented 
to  stand  a^eandidate  for  the  office  df 'gov«raor,  he  gweon 
hnplied  pledge  that  if  eleotsd,  he  would  serv«  through  Che 
gntematorial  term;  and  that,  therefore,  the  senate  eoiild 
not  adopt  tlie  second  resolution  proposed,  whieh  approved 
of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Van  Beren  for  abandoaiog  tbe-sei^ 
Vice  of  the  state  for  that  of  the  national  govermnent  The 
opposition  of  Mr.  Maynard  proved  hiefiectual. 

Mr.  Throop,  on  whom  the  executive  gorenimeot  of  Che 
state  now  devolved,  on  taking  leave  of  the  senate,  deliv- 
ered a  long,  and  what  may  be  properly  cailod,  inaiq^und 
address,  in  which  he  undertook  to  set  forth  his  views  of 
the  true  policy  of  the  state,  and  the  leading  principles  wfaieb 
^ould  govern  him  in  admmistering  the  executive  depart- 
ment of  the  government.  He  kid  down  some  geneial 
maxims  of  govehimeht,  which  were  very  correct,  and  in 
which  all  agree.  On  the  subject  of  internal  improvemeat 
he  ^poke  in  terms  highly  laudatory,  but  he  does  not  '^  com- 
mit himself^  dther  for  or  ^sgainst  the  poAicy  of  ma- 
king, at  the  expense  of  the  state,  additional  canals.  In 
short,  tike  most  inaugurals,  ft  ^consisted  principally  of  pat- 
ting forth  many  general  propositions  hke  the  assertionsi 
that  all  power  is  derived  from  the  people;  that  all  men 


apepolitioMlf  equal,  *<fec.,  mAhroiit  dQclM^gthiaiiieff'iiil  £»- 
Tor  of  or  advaivQ  to  any  porticulftr  moawre. 

Mr.  Tbroopiy  ttfter  QoncMing  ht8  femaifa  Upon  ^mea- 
sures, devotes  the  residue  of  bis  laddivsa,  whkihfit.  muab 
the  largest  portion  of  il»  to  a  dimertatipn  on  polilioal  par- 
ties. Hia  views  on  thai  auhjoct,  tboDgh  in  gweoral  Hbwrai, 
do  not  strike  ipe  as  (partiealar)y  rluaiuaoiia.  » 

The  new  |;ovemor  qets  off  by  affiraakig  ibat,  ^'«f  thjis 
political  parties  knomi  to  our  hiaioiy,,^th0re.lia8  4weii  one, 
and  but  one,  wiiicfa,  from  the  adoplion  <xf  'the  fii^nrai-ceiH 
<stitation  to  the  ;present:d^ry>  Ms  aiainlaiiied.  ati  uavaiiafi 
character,  and  baa  eoBfltantly  held  tbe^publi&good^iiMr  m 
object."  J^ow  this  would  beia:pr^^.4)lrtd  aimilftan  fer.a 
.partizan  political  wiater  to  msie.  Oov.  JThiiMp  is  the 
first  and  last  statesman  wiko  ev4er  ^entuinsd  «ii^ao  haM^iui 
aasertion  in  a  grave  exeoulive/Goa^iniiikioatioa  io>a  eo«o«4ft- 
•  nate  department  of  ibe  igovemment  «Mr.  T.  howevwe^ 
very  complacently,  aoon.aasuiies  4is' that  tie  JMa^alwagw  be* 
longed  to  this  immaculate  f»arty.  Mr.  Throop^s  femaitai 
upon  the  anti*miisonice»^tementi  «Bd  upon  the  improprie- 
ty of  making  the  outrage  committed  oif  Morgan,  a  fouii- 
^tion  on  which  to  build  atpoliitiQal  party ,  ate  eMeedtegly 
Just  and  highly  commendable.  The  addresa  .was  \mHf^ 
written*  Indeed,  onergreat,  4nd  .perhaps  I  ougbt  te-aay 
iie  great,  defect  of  Gov«  Tbroqp  aaa  ttalaflautn^iB  ftpaip- 
ular  government,  was  want  of  abUity*a8  a  writer.  14* 
not  consider  this  as  evidenee  of  a  wu>t  of  talent  rgeiMml- 
ly.  Some  of  our  moat  eloquent  men  are  <very  4n4ifieffeeA 
writers,  and  som^  men  who  wnto  well  eiui  notrspe^k  ex- 
temporaneously,  and  indeed  have  little  other  talent.  Om 
of  the  greatest  pien  the  world  ^ver  fHroduced,  (QKver 
Cromwell,)  couM  neither  speak  nor  wri^^  bet  pmM  think 
and  act  Miperior  to  any  other  -man.  The .  formation  (tf 
ideas  in  At  mind,  and  comparii|g  and  ^a^dioailiiig  «|rae 


POUnOAL  IU8TORY.  [lOtO. 

ihem  k  ooe  thmg;  a  deBcription  of  those  ideaB  by  woitiSy 
either  verbally  or  written,  is  another.     [See  Jfoie  K] 

The  addrem  of  Gov.  Throop,  now  under  consideration, 
as  a  whole,  notwithstanding  the  animadversions  contained 
in  the  preceding  paragraph,  contains  many  things  well 
worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  patriot  and  statesman. 
«  He  suggests  that  the  natural  and  inevitable  tendency  of 
party  divisions,  based  upon  conflicting  opinions  in  regard 
to  constitutional  law  or  the  measures  of  an  existing  admin- 
istration, ii^  to  form  the  whole  mass  of  men  into  two  great 
parties.  The  slight  shades  of  difference  in  the  opinion?  of 
indtvidoals,  will,  as  he  thmks,  gradually  vanish,  and  the 
desire  of  political  ascendancy  will  soon  array  all  classes 
of  men  into  two  soKd  columns,  th<^  one  for,  and  the  other 
against,  those  who  atand  at  the  helm  of  government  Par' 
Hee  thus  organized  he  deems  useful,  because  ^they  watch 
and  scan  each  other's  doings,  the  public  mind  is  instructed* 
by  ample  discussion  of  public  measures,  and  acts  of  vio^ 
jence  are  restrained  by  the  convictions  of  the  people,  that 
the  prevailing  measures  are  the  result  of  enlightened 
reason.'' 

The  vigilance  with  which  parties  watch  each  other  un- 
questionably furnishes  a  great,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  an 
eflfectual,  security  against  any  flagrant  outrage  of  the  dom- 
inant party  on  the  liberties  or  interest  of  the  community; 
but  the  Governor  might,  1  think  with  great  propriety,  have 
added,  that  the  vigilance  with  which  an  opposing  party 
acrutinizes  the  acts  of  the  party  in  power,  may  afford 
another  safeguard  against  oppression  and  corruption,  by 
inducing  a  party  who  wish  to  overthrow  an  existing  ad- 
ministration, to  expose  such  corruption  and  oppresnon  so 
effectually,  that  a  majority  of  the  people  will  deem  it  their 
duty,  by  the  exercise  of  their  sovereign  authority  as  inde- 
pendent freemen,  to  change  the  administration  by  p^ace- 
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ably  and  quietly  removk^  from  office  the  authors  of  those 
obnoxious  measures  at  the  polls  of  the  next  election. 

Charles  Stebbins^  a  senator  from  Madison  county,  was 
elected  president  of  the  senate,  and  was  therefore  ex^ffir 
do  lieutenant  governor.  , 

A  bill  for  constructing  the  Chenango  canal  was  agaip 
brought  into  the  assembly;  but  the  first  section  of  it, 
which  contained  the  enacting,  clause,  was  rejected  in  coni^ 
mittee  of  the  whole  by  a  small  majority.  The  committee 
rose  and  reported,  when  Mr.  Johnson  from  Oneida,  moved 
an  amendment^  directing  the  route  to  be  again  surveyed 
under  the  immediate  inspection  of  the  canal  commi^ion* 
ers,  and  prescribing  certain  conditions  upon  which  alone 
the  commissioners  should  be  authorized  to  commence  the 
work.  The  bill  was  subsequently  so  amended,  that  be- 
fore the  commissioners  were  permitted  to  contract  for  ma- 
king the  canal,  they  should  be  convinced  that  the  cost  of 
the  construction  of  it  would  not  exceed  one  million  of 
dollars;  that  there  would  be  a  sufficient  supply  of  water, 
and  that  it  would  produce  for  the  first  ten  years  after  its 
construction,  an  amount  of  tolls  which  should  be  equal  to 
the  interest  upon  its  cost,  together  with  the  repairs  and 
the  expense  of  attendance.  The  commissioners  were  fur- 
ther required  to  report  to  the  next  legislature  whether  the 
evidence  elicited  by  their  survey  and  examination  had  pro- 
duced in  their  minds  a  conviction  of  the  truth  of  these 
positions.  The  legislature,  by  this  act,  merely  took  the 
representation  of  the  applicants  for  this  improvement  to 
be  true,  or  rather  they  required  them  to  convince  the  ca- 
nal commissioners  that  those  representations  were  true  ; 
and  if  they  did  so,  then  the  state  agreed  to  construct  the 
canal.  Of  this  course,  it  seems  to  me,  the  applicants  had 
no  right  to  complain. 

An  act  for  constructing  the  Chemung  canal  passed  the 
assembly  by  a  vote  of  seventy-five  to  thirty-one.    The 
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same  bill  during*  this  seBsianpaMedihesetiate' and  became 
al^w. 

Mt.  B.  C.  GrocNiy  the  tatetited  memberfl*oin  Essex  coun- 
ty, died  before  the  close  of  this  session  of  the  dehrium 
tremens.  One  of  the  Albany  daily  papers*  thus  spoka*of 
the  man  and  of  hb  dbath; 

^  Mr.  Gross"  vras  formerly  a  member -of  congress,  and* 
for  the  laA'  \wo  years-  had  been  in  the  assembly  of  this 
state.  Be  was* a  man  of  great  vigor  of  mind;  as  may  be« 
known  from  this  fact,  that  during  this  session,  it  has  been  a 
conmion  remark,  tiiat  hevMs  the  ablest  man' in  thehmu^ 
Whenever  he  spoke,  which  was  not  often,  he  was  listened 
to  with  marked  attention,  and  he  had  an  infltienoe  corre- 
sponding with  the  high  opinion  entertained  of  him.  His 
speech  at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  in  support  of 
his  resolution  to  abrogate  the  two-third  provibionr  in  the 
oonstitution,  received  the  highest  applause  from  all  who ' 
heard^or  read  it  As  a  mnn,  he  was  held  in  high  regard^ 
and*  many  tears  of  friendship  will  bedew  his  grave." 

He  was  the  victim  of  intemperance. 

Oh  the  4th  of  May,  Gen.  Robert  Bogard^s,  an  upright 
and' honorable  man,  resigned  his  seat  in  the  senate,  allege 
ingas  a  reason  that  the  avails  of  his  professional  business^ 
were  necessary  for  the  support  of  hm  family^  and  that  hm 
l6nger  continuance  in  the  senate  woukl  produce  a  total' 
saterifibe  of  ^  that  business.  His  wittidrawttl'  from  the  legis*^ 
latnre  was  utriversally  regretted 

Tl^e  tegislkture,  after  the  longest  session  before  thai  time 
ever  held,  adjourned  on  the- 5th  of  May^  after  passingmow 
than  three  hundred  laws,  re-chartering  a  great  mimber  oj) 
banks  and  chartering  eleven-  new  ones. 

The  venerable  John  Jaydled^  on  the-  17th  of  May,  sit 
bis  mansion  house  in  Bedford,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-three  years.  Although  he  had  been  ^* long  remem- 
bered," he-  was  riot  entirefly  forgotten;  The  supreme  coot 
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bmag  iii^mMo»  in  libv^  York,  ttie  gendemeii  of  the<ba« 
heMt'a'ffieetiffig,-  €f  ^ichh  David  B.  Ogden  was  chainnan, 
nd^  John  Sitydam  wa«  secretary,  and  at  which  a  oonunil* 
,  tae- wa9  aippointed,  conrisling  of  Greene  C.  Bronson,  James- 
Tlillmadge,  J.  Av  Spencer,  D;  S;  Jones,  G.  Griffin,  and  J. 
J.  Rbsevelt,  who  reported,  among  others,  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  unanimously  adopted: 

^^Besohedj  That  the  members  of  this  bar  are  impressed 
mill  deep  grief  upon  the  decease  of  their  illustrM^us  bro«* 
tber,  John  Jay.  They  find,  however,  a  consoialion  in  thei 
refleotioD,  that  his  conduct  through  a  ku^  and  useful  life, 
has  given  a  lustre  to  our  profession,  and  to  this  bar;  and 
that' while  his  character  for  private  virtues  and  public 
worth  has  justly  endeared  him  to  the  nation,  his  patriot- 
ism,  his  great  talents  as  a  statesman,  and  his' great  ac* 
quirements  as  a  jurist — his  eminent  piety  as  a  Cfarislian^ 
and  probity  as  a  man,  all  unite  to  present  him  to  the  pub- 
Uo  as  an  example  whose  radiance  points  to  the  attainmant 
rf  excellence." 

The  memory  of  this  greal  and  good  man  will  be  em- 
hsAinedin  the  heart  of  every  true  friend  ta  liberty,  virtue, 
aod  the  honor  and  prosperity  of  the  State  of  New  York 
and  her  ctvil  institutions^  as  long  as  the  history  of  this 
atftte  and  nation  shall  be  known  and  read 

Notvrithstanding  Gen.  Jackson  bad,  in  his  letter  of  ad^ 
vice  to  Mr.  Monroe,  counselled  him  that  the  period  had. 
arrived  when  the  executive  authority  of  the  nation  might 
with  propriety  avail  itself  of  the  services  of  every  citi-^ 
seen,  without  regard  to  the  political  party  of  vriiich  he 
had  been  a  member,  he  had,  in  his  inangural  address,  ex* 
pressed  a  determination  to  efiect  a  thorough  reform  in  the 
government  The  reform  to  which  he  alluded  was  ex- 
plHinedbyMr.  Duff  Green,  the  government  printer,  t6i 
mean  a  ^*  searching*  inquiry  for  all  tho^e  in  office  who  hade 
opposed  his  election,  with  a  view  to  their  removal.    The 
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determination  was  oiost  rigidly  carried  into  efibct  Re- 
movab  were  general  and  Dumerous,  not  only  as  retpeeted 
the  great  officers  of  state,  but  the  petty  officers  of  the  ens- 
toms,  their  clerks  and  tide  waiters,  and  most  of  the  deputy 
posl^maslers,  were  made  to  feel  the  effects  of  the  refoi^ 
matioD.  This  thorough  and  universal  change  was  impu- 
ted, and  perhaps  with  some  justice,  to  the  influence  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  who  it  was  said,  was  introducing  into  the  na- 
tional government  party  discipline  and  the  New  York  sys- 
tem of  rewards  and  punishments. 

The  course  pursued  by  Mr.  Adams  was  directly  the  re- 
verse. In  general,  when  offices  became  vacant  by  death 
or  resignation,  the  vacancies  were  filled  by  the  friends  of 
the  administration;  but  he  utterly  refused  to  make  remo- 
vals exclusively  on  the  ground  of  the  political  principles 
of  the  incumbents. 

Parties  will  exist  in  every  free  government,  and  such 
have  become  the  habits  of  thinking  of  the  members  of  both 
the  great  political  parties  in  the  state  of  New  York,  thai 
(whether  it  be  wrong  or  right  is  not  now  the  question)  I 
much  doubt  if  any  party  can  sustain  itself  here  which  does 
not  remove  its  opponents  when  it  has  the  power  of  doing 
so  and  appoint  its  own  friends  in  their  place.  The  event 
proved  that  a  majority  of  the  people  condemned  the  course 
pursued  by  Mr.  Adams,  and  approved  of  that  of  General 
Jackson. 

John  Beeker,  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Albany,  was  re- 
moved from  office  by  Gk)v.  Throop^  for  official  misconduct 
This  was  the  second  instance  of  the  removal  of  an  officer 
by  the  governor  under  the  new  constitution.  The  first 
was  the  removal  of  Bruce,  sheriff  of  Niagara,  by  Governor 
Clinton,  for  a  participation  in,  or  an  official  connivance  at, 
the  abduction  of  Morgan.  Both  removals  receivoti  the 
Mfietion  and  approbation  of  the  public. 
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In  the  mofoth  of  September,  Judge  fiirdaall  i^igaad  the 
dffioe  of  judge  of  tbd  eigkth  circuit,  and  for  the  purpose* 
of  Buppljring  that  and  other  vacaneies,  Groir.  Thixk>p,  by 
proelamatiOii,  convened  the  senate  in  the  city  of  New- 
York  on  the  22d  of  September,  at  which  time  and  piaoe 
the  genate,  by  adjournment,  were  in  aeasion  as  a  court  of 
errors.  On  tiie  23d  of  September,  Addison  Gardner  of 
Rochester  was  nominated  and  appointed  the  successor  of 
Judge  Birdsall.  This  appointment  was  a  good  one,  ^nd 
Wft»  well  received  in  the  eighth  district. 

I  cannot  omit  to  mention  in  this  place  the  sudden  and 
lamented  death  of  that  eminent  and  learned  lawyer  John 
y.  Henry,  who,  it  will  be  recollected,  was  appointed 
comptroller  of  the  state  by  Gov.  Jay,  and  held  that  office 
until  removed  by  the  council  of  appointment,  in  180L 
Of  Mr.  Henry's  public  character,  and  of  his  determin»< 
tbn  to  retire  from  political  life  and  political  contests^  ta- 
ken at  the  trnie  of  his  removal,  I  have  before  spoken.  I 
have  now  only  to  say  that  he  strictly  and  religiously  kept* 
that  resolution;  and  by  his  assiduous  application  to  tiie  du<- 
ties  of  his  profession,  and  his  distinguished  talents  and  high 
and  deserved  character  for  integrity  and  honor,  acquired 
as  a  citizen  and  a  lawyer  a  most  enviable  reputation.  The 
great  superiority  of  Mr.  Henry  as  an  advocate,  consisted 
in  his  skill  in  condensing  his  argument^n  saying  every 
thing  which  could  be  said  in  favor  of  the  position  he  wish- 
ed to  establish,  with  the  fewest  possiUe  number  of  words. 
These  words  were  selected  in  the  best  possible  manner. 
He  never  used  a  single  word  but  such  as  was  the  very 
best  to  express  precisely  the  idea  he  desired  to  impress  on 
the  mind  of  his  hearer.  Of  course,  he  was  neither  florid 
nor  brilliflint,  but  luminous  and  stricdy  logical,  and  at  times 
powerfully  eloquent. 

The  account  of  his  death  is  thus  given  in  an  Albany 
daily  paper  of  the  38d  Octobers 
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*»TOtodMitiiigwilihr1i  nmm  ia»no>  «t>»4  He:  atteodAiiltie 
■miMiimci  aaurtcn  WedneMiayi  iMmii^  and  oni  l|is  wgr» 
aiiin<  tfaem Abooiil  1?  cMook,.  ^ibeaf  offodte  tho(  homftf  of 
GkmdleaDStuT  iaiBtaie^tBe0^  ^nas  seised  with  ail a|K)pkQr 
titjBL  iie^i«aBlifaviBiOfMnStan*X  wd  SNdm 
tMi0  iauaedwielf  imdeaedk  Hft  Gog^iea  lill  lial{  paatt^nii 
cAdochi  yeatenlayf afjfemoon^  itfaen  bisi  oughft^f  ^irijt  .^pm 
^Jded.  npiim  tkei  (fiod*\vliai  gne  it«   Hm^  agr;  ^ma^  alMil 

<<  The  death  of  Htoimir  k^a  :piiblic;  caiamityi  Tharteam 
^vhicb  hMifamiljr  shed. over  his  lifekaafomv.  fail  aoArakoe. 
Those  whK>  respect  the>  fvobitTv  tiie  indepomfeBee^.  tian 
gallnl  beanng^  aod  the  high  talent  which  somethnes  re* 
diem.hao]aD.iiatbDa>from  sospicionf  amst.  also  lamcsM^  thfe 
fslEof  sacba  man:  astfais^  in^  wbcmi  these  tMtavera  aai 
happalf  oomfainedi 

^  itedwx  depart  with;  &feadhl  nipidit]^  the  sa^s^.  Ikai 
stateamen;  asid  the  jurists  of  ourday.  Clinleo^aQdWdb^ 
aBrd£inBse*;.8fid  Henrj^  hare  in  their  turn  oeaaad  toba^. 
And  lahal  a<lBssoa  toiinanhind.do  theiriaoddea  deaths  ia«^ 
part.  One  by  oae  the  wiser  aaditfaavkiuonsc  fall  intt^.  thai 
dsep^golphof  tiaie^  andj^ftttrthoasandS'lffiadthotti^itl^^ 
upon  the  aaieiDD.veFgej 

**  What  a.ofancrfbrtheiafettFe  aodbealthfiil  spicUrofi  ihar 
man^  who  yeatenlayrisasj the  idol  of  bia  fmnds^  ik^otnth^ 
meatfofhismsihiecoityf.the' pride  of  the  hrtir.  thft  (riaqanpti 
defenderof'  tMeioppmsased^ 

*^  What  a^aad::duty  ik  tUs  whida  MmitUft  jmkmtm  tD 
cBstit»  eyptase  mreatth'-upoo  die  grave  off  itm  truest i  aaA 
the  best^  whatii  mudb  motei  dettnaottld'.  buses  beei»  thai 
grateful  offiee  of  ersrnimiffhiB  Iking'  fimshsad  ^th^  lsm¥> 
pels,  and  of  bestowing  opoa  Iuriag>  onactti.  Aa  obaate  mkir* 
gy  of  deserved  praise. 

'  ^^Hie  suprBmetoaiirte.of- this  stalsv  wihich  is  iasessietiin 
the  city  of  Albany,  adjoucnadi  tin  ffxiday  ^thonl*  doii^g^ 
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9Xf}  boaifaesB  iir  confleqaeDoe  cf -  tbt  dMfr-of  1o8n»  V. 

^Gh  the  ^opening  of  the  eowt,  Daoiet  Oady^  BrK|.  aioift 
rndbebtenred  that'  the  daty*  had  devielTed  vtpom  him  tp 
aBSOUHDe*tDt  the^  court  the  sodden^  doBtb  of.  Mk*;  Henry,  a 
80fMiT«Bd{inoiti  difltegaiohed.  member-  of  the  ban  Tbia 
aiPtMf  aadto^the  family  of  the  decaBSied^  afflietmg  dispen 
satiDifeof  Brovjdeiioev  'WB^sotaensibly  fek  by  the  oiembeca 
of  the^bar  in-  attendaaee  upon  the  court,  as  to  unfit  tfaemi 
fortbe^diseharge  of  their  ordhiary  du1ie9;  and  satisfied 
that  die-  eoint  must  participate  in  those  fbeUngs^  be  was 
initioedtto^meve  that  they  adjourn  until  to-morrow. 

''The  chief  jiisftlce,  after  observing  that  the  motion  made* 
aeeimledl  well  with  l}ke  feelings  of  the  courts  whordeemed 
it  due  to  the  memory  of  so  distinguished  ai  manias  Me. 
Henry,  that  this  mark  of  respect-  ^oold  be  showii^  dhredt* 
ed  the  coort  to^  be  adjourned  until  to-morrow  momingx" 

The  NiMTember  election  exhibited  an  overwhelming  ma- 
jority ift^finroi^  of  the  Jackson  candidateai  Seven  of  the 
eight  senatorial  districts  ebicted  Jaduoii  senators,  and 
some  of  them  by  very  large  majorities*  Mr.  Beardsley, 
in  the  sixth,  received  about  fix  thousand  niajority.  That 
majority,  however,  was  somewhat  increased  by  his  per- 
sonal popularity'  i«  hir  own-  comity,  (Otsqgo,)  where  he 
obtained  more-tkaa  twelve- hundred  majority  over  his  op-- 
pmBut^-Htr.  Mmnfefd,  the  aatMnaionic  oandUalei  Tvro 
years  before,  the  county  of  Otsego  had  returned  amd-ma-^ 
sonic  members  to  the  assembly.  This  year  the  average 
Jackson  majority  was  above  one  thousand.  In  the  assem- 
bly too,  the  Jackson  party  elected  a  very  large  majority. 

The  result  of  this  election  showed  pretty  sfitisfactorily, 

that  the  anti-masonic  excitement  could  not  be  made  to 

extend,  hi  this  state,    much  beyond  the  eighth  district; 

which  was  the  immediate  theatre  of  the  outrage  commit- 

%  ted  on  the  unfortunate  If  organ.    Hence  this  district  re- 
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ceived  tfie  appeBation  of  ^*  the  infected  district"    The  an- 
ti-masons of  tlie  west  had  attempted  to  create  a  state  and 
national  party,  as  we  have  aeen  iu  another  part  of  these 
sketches,  and  when  that  was  perceived,  many,  and  I  may 
say,  nearly  all  the  masons  belonging  to  the  Adams  party, 
alarmed  at  what  they  believed  to  be  the  proscriptive  spi- ' 
rit  of  anti-masonry,  preferred  the  ascendancy  of  the  Al- 
bany Regency  to  the  dommation  of  anl^-masons,  and  ei- 
ther secretly  or  openly  exerted  their  infltteace  and  cast 
their  votes  in  favor  of  the  Jackson  party.    Tliis  circum- 
stance swelled  the  Jackson  majority;  and  probably  some 
politicians  of  that  party  were  deceived  by  this  appearance 
of  strength,  some  part  of  which  was  in  fact  adventitioos, 
and  ready  and  disposed  at  any  favorable  moment  to  wage 
a  fierce  war  against  them. 
The  senators  chosen  at  this  election  were: 
From  the  first  District,  Alpheos  Sherman,  and 
Jonathan  S«  Cockling, 
*<  Second  do.,  Nathaniel  P.  Talimadge, 

"  Third     do.,  William  Dietz, 

"  Fourth  do,,  Isaac  Greer^ 

*<  Fifth      do.,  Aivin  Bronson, 

^*  Sixth     do.,  Levi  Beardaiey, 

"  Seventh  do.,  Thomas  Armstrong, 

«  Eighth   do.,  Albert  H.  Tracy. 

All  these  gentlemen  were  decided  Jackson  men,  exeepl 
Mr.  Tracy. 
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CHAPTER  XXXVI. 

[Fiom  J«a.  1, 1830,  to  Jan.  1»  19SL] 

A  LAKOB  portion  of  the  acting  governor's  annual  men- 
vage  consisted  in  a  presentation  of  his  views  on  the  peni- 
tentiary system  and  the  criminal  laws  of  the  state  of  New* 
YorL  His  remarks  on  that  subject  are  Inery  judicious, 
and  are  creditable  to  him  as  a  statesman  and  philanthro- 
pist 

He  thinks  the  punishment  of  death  ought  not  to  be  in- 
fficted  for  any  species  of  burglary,  and  that  that  dreadful 
penalty  ought  to  be  reserved  for  the  crimes  of  murder  and 
treason  only.  May  not  some  other  punishment  be  substi- 
tuted, even  m  these  cases,  less  distressing  and  less  agoni- 
sing to  the  feelings  of  civilized  man  1  When  this  message 
was  delivered,  no  suitable  provisions  were  made  by  law 
for  the  care  and  support  of  insane  persons.  The  gover^  ' 
nor  makes  the  following  impressive  and  eloquent  appeal  in 
behalf  of  that  unfortunate  class  of  human  beings : 

*^  By  the  census  of  1825,  it  was  ascertained  that  there 
were  at  the  time  eight  hundred  and  nineteen  insane  per- 
sons in  the  state.    Of  these,  two  hundred  and  slxty-threa 
were  of  sufficient  ability  to  pay  for  their  omn  suppco't ; 
two  hundred  and  eight  were  in  jail  or  supported  by  chari- 
ty; leaving  three  hundred  and  forty-eight  insane  paupers  - 
at  large,  a  terror  to  others,  and  suffering,  in  addition  to  * 
mental  derangement,  all  the  privations  attending  penury 
and  want.    The  condition  of  those  under  poor-house  reg- 
idations,  or  confined  in  jails,  is,  if  possible,  worse.    No  : 
pemon  of  sensibtiity  can  look  upon  these  sufferers,  inthev 
small  cells^  surroundlKl  by  a  iMid  atmosphere,  sometimes 
chained  to  the  walls^  and  witness  their  dejected  or  wild 


despairing  looksi  or  frantic  madness,  without  a  feeling  of 
horror.  No  restoration  can  be  hoped  for  under  such  cir- 
cumstances; indeed  the  instances  are  not  rare,  of  persons 
slightly  deranged  becoming  iacuvaU^  maniacs  by  these  in- 
judicious means.'* 

Happily  provisions  are  now  being  made  by  the  state  in 
•iOoofcfmily  with  the  feelings. and  wishes  whidi-;ttMaa||peai 
was  calculated  lo  call  into  action. 

The  govenxHr:present8  aBuccinct  and  pretty  dear ^ww,of 
•the  finances  of  the  state.  He  alludes  to  the  fiEiet  tbail  the 
^general  fund  is  in  -a  gradual  process  of  di|taiMtioQ,..aBd 
that  as  its  income  was  insufficient  to  defray  the  ordinary 
OKpenses  of  the  government,  unless  some  0iher  .provi- 
sions were  made  for  the  support  of  govemaient,  it  woftld 
•oontinue.  to  decrease  •until  it  was  wholly  -consumed.  JSo 
obviate  such  a  result,  he  recommends- a  state  -tax.  The 
governor  is  silent  on  the  subject  of  any  furdier  .iiqpfove- 
ments  by  canals  and  roads;  but  the, general  tenor  of  Ae 
message  leaves  a  ^  strong  impression  on  the  mind  of  the 
reader,  that  be  was  against  constructing  any  more  oaaiis 
43ntil  thjB^^nal  debt  should  be  paid;  and  this  impceaskml 
have  no  doubt  he  intended  to^produce. 

As  the  subject  of  a  distribution  of  the  avails  <^  the  sales 
of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States  hM  for  some 
time  past  been  a  matter  which  has  excited  fnnch  pubUc 
discussion,  and  as  political  parties  have  chosen  lo  raahe 
it  one  of  the  pointa  of  controversy,  it  may  gratify  the 
young  rendex  to  know  what  was  the  opinion  entertain- 
ed at.  this  time  by  Mr.  Throop  and  his  friends,  (<or  of 
ail  men  he  was  the  last  man  who  would  venture  to  put 
forth  any  doctrines  contrary  to  the  received  faith  of  his 
party,)  on  the  question,  relating  to  the  distributioa  of  the 
^^urplus  reoeuue.  *^Our  ftinds,^'  says  the  governor, 
•meanhig  the  funds  of  the  state  of  New- York,  **  however, 
>appiioabte  to  the. ojeleiision  of  our  public  w<^lts,  may  be 


.aKgm0ote4)  •«t^i)o  'ifiltant  day,  firom  h  new  maaxm.  Ite 
diitie»ii|Mfi  thempor^tiioii  of  merchaiHUse areseeoredb^ 
llie  constiluiion  of  the  United  States  to  the  general  gcn^- 
lavnnAeat,  aM  have  been  its  great  Bource  of  revenue  for  ail 
4Hirpo0e«.  In  a  \n&ry  few  years  the  national  debt  will  be 
ifiaid  oiT,  and  as  but  k  small  portion  of  the  revenve  wilibe 
ooDsianiad  in  conducting  the  aflfairs  of  the  UiiioB,  within 
'the  oenatittttional  limits,  and  as  there  lire  prudential  rea- 
$onB  for  continuing  the  duties  to  a  certain  extent,  there 
ean  be  no  valid  objection  to  the  distribution  of  the  surplus 
revenue  among  the  states,  to  be  disposed  of  at  their  did» 
'cretion.  If  constitutional  obstacles  exist  against  the  mea- 
»sure,  they  may  be  removed  by  constfttutional  means." 

The  governor  here  asserts  that  **  there  are  prudential 
reasons  for  continuing  the  •duties  to  aigreater  exteoV  than 
will  be  necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  general 
government,  and  be  says,  ^' There  oan  be  no  valid  ot^ec* 
tfon  to  the  distribution  bf  the  surplus  revenue"  [thus 
raised]  ^'amnng  the  states,  to  be  disposed  of  at  their  dis* 
eretion."  He  adds,  however,  "  If  there  are  constitution- 
m\  objeotions,  those  objections  may  be  removed,"  &c 

In  the  year  1817,  a  bill  passed  the  two  houses  of  con- 
gress for  the  distribution,  among  the  several  states,  ttocerd- 
teg  to  the  ratio  of  the  representation  of  each  state  in  the 
popular  branch  of  the  national  legislature,  of  the  dividends 
to  the  United  States  which  might  accrue  on  seven  millions 
of  stock  owned  by  the  government  in  the  bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  gen- 
eral government  by  the  consent  of  the  reapectave  stales 
in  constructing  roads  and  canals. 

The  whole  representation  from  this  stale,  both  in  the 
senate  and  house  of  representatives,  exceptipg  only  Gen, 
Root,  and  all  the  members  from  Pennsylvania,  voted  for 
this  bill,  which  finally  failed  of  becoming  i^  law  by  the 
veto  of  Mr.  Madison.     But  notwithatanding  this  deliberate 
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aod  all  but  unantmou^  opinion  of  the  New- York  and  Pemf- 
sylvania  members  of  congress  as  expressed  by  their  votes, 
that  the  national  government  has  a  right  to  raise  money 
by  a  direct  or  indirect  tax,  and  pay  back  a  portion  of  that 
tax  to  the  people;  certainly,  even  at  that  day,  the  correei- 
ncss  of  that  opinion  ought  to  have  been  questioned,  for  at 
this  iimCy  I  believe,  it  is  universally  conceded  to  be  un- 
constitutional.*   But  the  public  lands  were  property  not 


*  It  Is  rpmarkablQ  Hint  Uiat  able,  cautkMM  and  profound  coiiMitiitioiial  lawyer, 
MailiMn,  in  hit  veto  mcsmge,  altiiQugli  the  third  icctioti  of  the  hill  in  question  expiea- 
ly  provides  for  tlic  distribution  of  tlic  Innk  dividends  among  the  f^atcs  according  to  their 
reprcsenUMton  In  eongress,  does  not  even  hint  that  he  founds  his  ol^Uons  to  thehUi 
upon  tlie  want  of  |X>wer  in  congress  to  distribute  the  public  revenue.  He  rejects  the 
bill,  kcaawe,  £»  hitjudgwuiU,  am^tti  had  not  the  powr  («  wuUte  r«ad$  and  emmmlt  w 
Ms  uvtnU  sffllss.  For  the  purpose  of  aflbrding  tlie  reader  a  clear  idea  of  this  Mil  aad 
Mr.  Madison*s  objections,  I  liavc  copied  from  tlie  Journals  of  tlie  house  of  repieaeata- 
tive«  of  isn,  the  fbllowing  entries  : 
**To  tlie  Mouw  of  Riapreseiitaiives  of  the  United  States: 

"  llaving  considered  Uie  bill  this  <iay  prescatcd  to  me,  entitled  **  An  act  to  setapwt 
and  pletlge  certain  funds  Ibr  internal  iniiiroveinents,'*  and  which  sets  apart  and  j 
ftmds  **  for  constructing  roads  and  canals,  and  improving  the  navigation  of  i 
ses  in  onier  to  fhcUitnte,  promote  and  give  security  to  internal  commerce  among  Cte 
several  states,  and  to  render  more  easy  and  less  expensive  the  means  and  proviakmsftr 
me  common  defence',**  I  am  constrained,  by  the  insuperable  difltcuity  I  feel  la  recMiel- 
iing  tlie  bill  with  the  constituMon  of  the  United  States,  to  return  it.  with  that  otjeedoa, 
to  tlie  liouse  of  representatives,  in  which  it  originated. 

**  The  legislative  powers  vested  in  congress  are  specified  and  enamerated  in  theelglift 
section  of  ilie  flrst  article  of  tlie  constitution;  and  it  does  not  appear  tliat  the  power  pro- 
posed lo  be  exercised  by  the  bill  is  aoiong  the  enumerated  powers;  or  tliat  it  falls,  by  any 
just  inieriffetatioii,  witJiln  tlie  power  to  inalce  laws  necessary  and  proper  for  corryi^ 
into  execution  titose  or  otlier  powers  vested  by  the  constitution  in  the  gpvemme&t  of  liie 
United  States. 

**  llie  power  to  regulate  commerce  among  the  several  sutes,*  cannot  include  a  pow- 
er to  construct  roads  and  canals,  and  to  Improve  tlie  navigation  of  water-eourset,  la 
order  to  facilltaie,  promote  and  secure  such  a  commerce,  without  a  latitude  of  constme- 
tkm  departing  from  the  ordinary  im|iort  of  tlie  terras,  strengthened  by  the  known  In- 
eonveniences  which  doubtless  led  to  the  grant  of  this  remedial  power  to  congress. 

**  To  reibr  the  power  in  question  to  the  clause  *to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfhre,*  would  be  conteary  to  the  established  and  consistent  rules  of  intef^r^ 
taUon;  as  rendering  the  sficcial  and  careful  enumeration  of  powers,  which  follow  the 
elause,  nugatory  and  improper.  Such  a  view  of  the  coii«titution  would  have  the  efltel 
Of  giving  to  eongress  a  feoeral  power  of  legislation,  instead  of  the  ilefined  and  limited 
one  lililierto  understood  lo  lielong  to  them;  the  terms  *common  defence  and  general 
welfore*  ciulfracing  every  object  and  act  within  the  purview  of  a  Icfrislative  trust.  It 
would  have  llieeflS:et  of  subjecting  both  the  constitution  and  laws  of  ihe  severs!  stoaai, 
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acqtdi'ed  by  tatation,'  the  greater  part  of  them  being  owned 
and  held  by  the  nation  before  and  at  the  time  the  constitu- 
tion was  adopted  ;  and  the  question  whether  the  partition, 
or  the  division  of  the  avails  of  the  sale  of  these  lands  is  con- 
stitutional, has  been  held,  at  least  by  one  party,  quite  dif- 
ferent frqm  that  which  arises  on  a  proposition  to  refund 
money  raised  by  taxation. 

The  message  of  the  governor  on  the  whole  is  respecta- 
bb,  both  in  matter  and  manner.  Its  style,  to  whatever 
cause  it  may  be  owing,  is  greatly  superior  to  that  of  his  in- 
augural address,  as  well  as  several  of  his  other  productions. 


fa  a  CHM  not  ■pecMcaUy  aampied,  fa  b*  nipeiieeded  by  Itwi  of  eongreH ;  It  being 
•Hiwfaiy  deetewd  *  that  the  comtftottoD  of  the  Uaftad  Sufae,  and  fawe  made  in  pcir- 
•uaae*  dienof,  Aall  be  ^the  mpveiBe  law  of  Hm  land,  and  the  Judgei  of  every  state 
riiall  be  bound  thereby,  any  thing  fa  the  eoBititattoa  or  !•«•  of  any  Mate  to  the  contrary 
BocwMMiandfag.^  Sueh  a  wkw oftheeoniHtntloii,  doally.  wottid  have  Sieelfeet of ea- 
dnding  the  Judiefal  aoibority  oi  the  United  Sfafae  AoeB  ifa  pariielpatfan  fa  gnaidfac 
the  boundary  between  the  leglelative  powen  of  the  general  and  the  efato  gofernaaenti  v 
faaeoudh  at  qoestkmi  relating  to  the  general  weiihie  being  qoeetiona  of  poUcy  and  ex- 
pediency, are  unsuiceptible  otf  judicial  rognJiance  and  deeieion. 

'^Areetfieitonof  the  power  *to  provide  ibr  the  common  delbnoe  and  general  weh 
tu%*  toeaaei  whieh  are  to  be  pegrvided  Ibr  by  the  ezpendifain  of  money,  would  atfll 
leave  wUhfa  the  legMntive  power  of  eongreee,  aS  the  gneat  end  inoet  tanporfant  meae- 
nree  of  gofwnment  \  money  being  the  etdlnaiy  and  neeeeeary  meana  of  carryteg  them 


**  If  a  general  power  to  coaatraet  roade  and  canala,  and  to  improve  the  navigation  of 
wafaiNeflttiaee,  with  the  trato  of  powert  incident  thereto,  be  not  pomeeeed  by  congrvM, 
the  aaMttt  of  the  efatee  Iki  the  mode  provided  fa  the  bill  can  not  confer  the  power.  Tbe 
caiy  eaaee  fa  «ld6b  the  eoneent  and  eeerfonof  partleolar  efatte  can  extend  the  power 
of  amgitei;  am  ttuee  epeeifled  and  provided  tor  fa  the  conacltntton. 

**  I  am  not  onhware  of  the  great  importance  of  roade  end  canala,  and  the  ip«proved 
navlgatton  of  witer-coureee ;  and  thata  power  fa  the  national  legiilature  to  provide 
iir  Item  m^t  be  ezereiied  with  signal  advantage  to  the  general  proeperity.  But  seeing 
that  ench  a  power  la  not  expressly  given  by  the  constitution  {  and  believing  that  it  can 
net  be  dedoeed  ftom  any  pari  of  it  Without  an  faadmissible  fathnde  of  constmetton,  and 
a  reUaaee  on  fasaAdent  preeedenti  \  believing  also  that  the  permanent  aoeeees  of  the 
eooetkutton  depends  on  a  defluitt  partition  of  powers  between  the  general  and  the  atote 
govermoent,  and  that  no  adequate  land-marfcs  would  be  left  by  tbe  eooeiructive  extea- 
ston  of  tbe  powers  of  congress,  as  proposed  fa  the  bill,  I  have  no  option  but  to  withhold 
my  signature  from  it ;  and  to  cherishing  the  hope  that  its  bencAclal  olileelB  may  be  at- 
tained by  a  resort  tor  the  hecessary  powers,  to  the  same  wisdom  and  virtue  in  the  nation 
which  eetnMlshed  llie  eonatftnttoi  fa  itonetoaltorai,aiidpro¥ideiulyamrkedeat,hhthft 

u 
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The  new  members  who  this  year  entered  the  senate 
added  considerably  to  the  strength  and  talent  of  that 
branch  of  the  government, 

Mr,  Levi  Beardsley,  from  the  sixth  district,  though  by 
no  means  a  showy  politician  or  eloquent  debater,  was  a 
man  of  sound  mind,  discriminating  and  clear  in  his  views 
of  principles  and  measures,  firm  and  decided  in  his  politi- 
cal action,  and  of  industrious  business  habits.  Mr.  Bron- 
8on  of  Oswego  county,  was  a  very  highly  respectable 
practical  merchant,  possessing  a  mind  greatly  superior  to 
ordinary  men,  which  had  been  improved  by  considerable 

inMrameiit  itielfi  a  aatb  and  practicable  mode  of  improvliig  k,  as  experience  might  los- 
fMt  JAMES  MADISON. 

*Tbe  bouae  proceed  to  tbe  re*eoDaidenUoaof  theaaid  bill,  whiob  fa  la  the  ftilowi«g 


**  AN  ACT  to  Mt  ^fmrt  mad  fl»dg%  e§rUm  fmmdt  frr  inUmal  imfnvtmmi, 

**B4U€naeMhfth*  Semite  and  S9u»e  pf  RtprntnUMou  ^  tU  UnUU  St9tt§  ef 
Jwurieot  ra  OMgr«$a  aMemUsi,  That  the  ium  to  be  paid  to  the  United  States  by  the 
twentieth  section  of  the  *  act  to  Incorporate  the  sQbscribera  to  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,'  and  the  dividends  which  shall  arise  ftom  their  shares  in  its  capital  stock,  dui^ 
ing  the  present  term  of  twen^  years,  for  wbieh  the  proprieton  tberoof  have  been  hicor- 
porated,  be,  and  the  same  ai«  hereby  set  apart  and  pledged  as  a  fbod  for  constroecing 
roads  and  canals,  and  improving  the  navigation  of  water  courses,  in  order  to  focflitala. 
promote  and  give  seeorHy  to  internal  cammeree  among  the  several  states,  and  to  render 
more  easy  and  less  expensive  the  means  and  provisions  necessary  ibr  their  common 
defence. 

**  Sec.  S.  And  U  U/mrtker  enaaed.  That  the  moneys  contsituting  the  said  ftud  shtf  • 
ftom  time  to  time,  be  applied  in  constructing,  or  to  aid  in  constructing  such  rpads  or  o** 
nals,  or  improving  the  navigation  of  such  water  courses,  or  both,  in  each  aute,  as  eon- 
gress,  with  the  assent  of  such  state,  shall  by  law  direct,  ond  in  the  manner  most  condu- 
cive to  the  general  welfare ;  and  the  proportion  of  the  said  moneys  to  be  expended  on 
theobjeeti  aibresaid,  in  each  state,  shall  be  in  tiie  ratio  of  its  represenatlon,  at  the  time 
of  the  apportionment  hereinafter  provided,  in  the  most  numerous  branch  of  the  national 
.legislaiore  :  PromdU,  Tliat  the  proportion  of  said  fund,  to  be  assigned  to  any  state,  or 
any  part  thereof,  may,  by  the  assent  of  such  state,  be  applied  to  the  purposes  aforesaid 
4o  any  other  state. 

-MSec.  3.  And  be  U  fiirlktr  tnaetid.  That  the  said  fund  be  put  under  the  care  of  the 
seQoMary  of  the  treasury  for  the  time  being  \  and  thai  ii  ahaU  be  ki$  duty  to  apportion 
and  diaide  the  aaU/und,  a$  U  annudUy  acernee,  amongr  the  ee^ercl  etaUe  nsio  exietikg^, 
and  ooteh  a»  may  hereitfter  be  admitUd  into  the  umon,  according  to  the  them  exieting 
ratio  ^  rfipreeonUtion  ae  before  direeUd ;  and  to  invest  the  same,  so  apportioned  and 
divided,  in  the  fimded  debt  of  the  United  States  hi  the  names  of  the  respective  f tates  ; 
and  the  fonded  debtlo  set  apart  in  the  names  of  the  respective  states  shall  be  applied 
JO  tl|p.9foreeiUd^b^ts,  under  the  concurrent  direction  of  eongl«s8,  and  the  legislature 
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reading  and  reflection.     Mr.  Bronson,  1  believe,  had  for- 
merly belonged  to  the  federal  party. 

Of  the  talents  of  Mr.  N.  P.  Tallmadge  it  is  unnecessary 
to  speak.  Mr.  Tallmadge  had  been  a  Clintonian,  but  he 
as  well  as  Mr.  CUnton  supported  General  Jacks6n.  Mr. 
Tallmadge  and  his  relative,  Gen.  James  Tallmadge,  had 
been  uniformly  in  Dutchess  county  the  antagonists  of  Mr. 
Peter  R.  Livingston.  The  selection  of  Mr.  Tallmadge  as 
the  successor  of  Mr.  Livingston,  must  have  been  extreme- 
ly unpleasant  to  the  last  named  gentleman.  Politic* 
among  the  old  families  of  the  state  were  always  more  or 

of  tbe  sute  Uktenubed  i  and  tie  «lun  alao  lay  belbre  cOngreM,  at  thair  anouaJ  seaakm, 
theconditloa  of  tbe  laid  fund. 

**8ee.4.  JmdbeiifitrtkttMaeUd,  That  h riiaH  al«>  be  tte  doty  of  tiie aaid  aaciet* 
ry,  unleaa  otberwiae  diiectud,  to  vest  the  nun  to  be  paid  to  tbe  United  Btatep,  by  tbf 
twentieth  section  of  tbe  act  to  incorporate  the  bonk  of  the  United  Statei,  as  it  may  tUI 
doe,  In  the  flock  of  the  United  Btatea)  and  alio  to  lay  beftiie  congreit,  atthalr  ammat 
aanion,  ibe  condition  of  laftd  fundi 

"Atiwt,  H.OLAT, 

••Speaker  of  the  Houae  of  Kepreeentatlvea. 
'•JOHNGAILLARD, 
*•  Preaident  of  tbe  Senate  pro  tempore. 

••I  eertuy  that  tUi  act  ocfghwled  to  the  Hmae  of  BepreMntatiTee. 

••TH:I)OUGHBRTY, 
Clerk  of  the  Houae  of  Representativea. 

**Tbaqnaalkm  waa  then  taken  In  the  mode  preaoribed  in  tbe  conatitution  of  the 
United  States,  that  tbe  house,  on  n^ODalderndon  do  agree  to  pass  tbe  said  bffl,*  the 
president's  objections  to  the  same  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

"And  determined  in  the  negative,  as  ibilows: 

"  rsa»— Messrs.  Speaker,  Alexander,  Archer,  Beda,  Birdseye,  Breckenridge,  Brooks, 
Gady,  Oalhoun,  Chappell,  Clendennln,  Comatock,  Conner,  Creighton,  Oolpepper,  For- 
syth, Gaston,  GiiAn,  Hahn,  Hall,  Harrison,  Henderson,  Herbert,  Hopklason,  Hnger, 
Hulbert,  Ins^iam,  Irvin,  N.  T.,  Johnson,  Ky.,  Kent,  Kerr,  Va.,  Kilboum,  Little,  Lovett, 
Lyie,  MMdleton,  Mllnor,  Jer.  Kelson,  Ormsby,  Peter,  Pickering,  Reynolds,  So«,  Sav, 
age,  Schenek,  Sharp,  Sheflby,  Tate,  Taylor,  N.  T.,  Telfldr,  Wallace,  Webster,  Wendo- 
Ter,  Whiteside,  Wilde^  Wilkin,  Thomas  WUson,  William  WUaon,  Taneey,  Tates-^ 
sixty.  ^ 

ifaya-^Measrs.  Adwma,  Atherttm,  Baer,  Baker,  Barboor,  Bassett,  Bloant,  Bosa,  Bmd- 
bary,  Carr,  Ms.,  Clark,  N.  C.  Clayton,  Davenport,  Desha,  Dickens,  Edwards,  Fletcher, 
Forney,  GoM^boroo^,  Goodwyn,  Hale,  Hawea,  HungeHbrd,  Irwhi,  Pa.,  lewett,  John- 
aon  Va.,  King,  Law,  Lowodea,  Lyon,  Wm.  Maclay,  Marsh,  liason,  M'Ooy,  Mills, 
Hugh  Nelson,  Noyes,  Parris,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Reed,  Root,  Ruggles,  Smith,  Md. 
Southard,  Steams,  Strong,  Bturgea,  Tallmadge,  TanI,  Voae.  Ward,  Ma.,  Ward,  K.  T., 
Ward.  N.  J.,  WUcoz,  WilUams-flfty-six. 

••  And  so  the  said  bill  was  rtj9eUd,  two-thirds  of  the  hoose  noi  agreeing  to  paaa  the 
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lew  mingled  with  personal  coDsiderations  and  personal 
prejudices  and  predilections.  Whether  the  neglect  of  his 
regency  friends,  in  not  inviting  him  to  become  a  candidate 
for  one  of.  the  hig)i  state  offices;  whether  the  early  decla- 
ration of  Mr.  Clinton,  that  ke  was.  for  General  Jackson, 
and  the  continued,  unabated  hostility  of  Mr*  Livingston  tOr 
Mr.  C;  or  whether  the  bringing  forward  by  his  old  p,oIiti* 
cai  frieniis  one  of  the  Tallmadge  family  for  his  successoir 
in  the  senate^  or  whether  his  attachment  to  Henry  Clay, 
to  whom  Mr.  L..«was  known  to  be  pfersonally  very  partial; 
or  whethi^r  he  was  conscientiously  of  opinion  that  Gen. 
Jackson,  from  his  education  and  habits,  was  wholly  unfit 
for  the  high  office  of  president;  or  indeed  whether  all  these 
eoBsideraiioBS  jointly  operat«fl  on  his  mind,  Mr.  Living* 
stQ}^  before  he  left  the  legislature,  manifested  some  un- 
willingness to  go  with  the  majority  of  his  party  in  sup- 
port of  Jackson,  and  soon  after  openly  joined  the  oppo* 
sition  to  the  Jackson  party  in  this  state.  He  has  contin- 
ued a  steady  supporter  of  Mr.  Clay  ever  since. 

Mr.  Albert  H.  Tracy,  who  by  this  time  had  become  aa 
anti-mason^  and  was  elected  by  the  anti-masonic  party  to 
the  senate,  had  for  many  years,  although  now  compara- 
tively a  young  man,  been  a  member  of  congress,  and 
maintained  a  respectable  standing  there,  both  for  talents 
and  character*  The  mind  of  Mr.  Tracy  is  very  acute  and 
subtle.  He  argues  >  'V^estion  al^i^ays  ingeniously  and 
sometimes  ably.  Thorc  i^.,  however,  in  his  mode  of  rea- 
soning, both  a>  a  legislator  and  an  expounder  of  the  law, 
o#as  a  miinber  of  the  court  of  errors,  something  too  fine 
spun  io  strike  <  q  ordinary  mind.  He  is  a  better  debater 
than  statesman,  and  a  better  metaphysician  than  lawyer* 
As  a  politician  we  have  already  seen  in  him  some  indica- 
tions of  being  governed  by  selfish  considerations.  Wheth- 
er 11  was  purely  his  horror  of  masonry  which  induced  him 
*o  become  an  anti- mason,  many  of  those  well  acquainted 
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with  him  pretend  to  deubt.  Mr.  Ttkcy  hdw^ver,  vfWy 
and  is,  a  man  of  much  more  than  ordinary  talent,  possess- 
mg  a  highty  cultivated  mind'and  a  very  prepossessing  ad* 
dress.  Hb  style,  both  as  a  speaker  and  writer,  is  neat  and 
elegant. 

In  the  assembly,  among  the  most  distinguished  members 
of  the  majority,  were  General  Root,  Charles  L.  Living- 
ston from  New-York,  A.  C.  Paige  of  Schcneclacly,  and 
Aaron  Yanderpoel  from  Colunibia.  Altlniugh  Mr.  V.,  as 
I  before  remarked,  had  been,  until  recently,  a  Clintonian 
federalist,  he  had  now  become  identified  with  the  democratic 
party,  and  was  elected  by  that  party  from  the  county  of 
Columbia. 

Samuel  S.  Lush  of  Albany,  and  Luther  Bradish  of 
Franklin,  may  be  said  to  have  represented  the  national 
republican  or  Clay  parly  in  the  a$(senibly.  The  anti-ma 
sonic  party  had  not  increased  their  numb(  i-s  in  the  assem 
^ly,  but  they  had  greatly  a(rded  lo  the  talents  of  that 
branch  of  the  legislature.  Mr.  Granger,  Mr.  Fillmore, 
Mr.  Nicholas  and  Mr.  P.  C.  Fuller,  were  again  returned. 
To  these  strong  and  powerful  representatives  in  the  as- 
sembly, they  this  year  added  Thurlow  Weed  of  Monroe, 
and  Abner  Hazelttne  of  Chautauque  county. 

Gen.  Root  was  again  chosen  speaker  of  the  assembly. 
He  received  ninety-three  votes,  and  Mr.  Granger  thirty. 
There  were  four  blank  voles,  which  were  probably  given 
by  national  republicans,  who  would  not  vote  for  Root,  be- 
cause be  was  a  Jackson  man  ;  nor  for  Granger,  because 
be  was  an  anti-mason.  Mr.  Root,  when  conducted  to  the 
chair,  made  a  coificise  and  very  appropriate  address,  one 
sentence  of  which  I  shall  quote,  because  it  points  out 
clearly  an  excellent  rule  of  judging  what  bills  are  major- 
ity bills,  and  what  bills  constitutionally  require  the  votes 
of  two-thirds  of  all  the  members  elected.  Mr.  Root  says: 
^^  But  there  is  one  question  which  of te»  devolves  on  the 
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speaker,  which  fe  not  uDfrequently  embarrasBing— -to  de- 
c^de  whether  a  questioa  comes  witbiii  the  constitutional 
provision  requiring  the  assent  of  two-thirds  of  all  the 
members  elected  to  both  houses.  My  rule  has  ever  beeni 
and  shall  continue  to  be,  in  cases  of  claims,  to  determine 
whether,  if  the  state  were  sueable,  the  claimant  could  re- 
cover bis  demand  either  in  law  or  equity.  In  that  event, 
the  payment  of  the  claim  is  but  the  payment  of  a  just 
debt,  requiring  only  a  majority  to  pass  it :  but  if  not  re* 
coverable,  either  in  law  or  equity,  the  grant  is  but  an  act 
of  bounty  or  munificence,  and  requires  the  assent  of  two- 
Chirds  of  the  members." 

The  term  of  service  of  Mr.  Stebbins,  as  a  senator,  hav- 
ing expired,  the  office  of  president  of  the  senate  again  be- 
came vacant,  and  William  M.  Oliver,  of  Yates  county,  was 
chosen  to  fill  that  station  on  the  first  day  of  the  sessk)n  of  the 
legislature.  The  address  of  Mr.  Oliver  was  modest,  and 
in  all  respects  proper,  with  one  single  exception.  I  re- 
gret that  he  should  have  deemed  it  necessary  to  refer  by 
name  to  the  political  party  to  which  he  belonged  and  re- 
new his  oath  of  allegiance  to  that  party.  Gen.  Root  was 
the  first  presiding  officer  who,  in  an  inaugural  address,  al- 
luded to  such  a  topic.  Mr.  Oliver,  though  not  a  bril- 
liant, was  and  is  a  very  shrewd,  sagacious  man,  and  use- 
ful legislator.  His  selections  of  members  to  compose  the 
committees  of  the  senate,  were  exceedmgly  judicious. 

As  soon  as  Mr,  Charles  Stebbins,  in  consequence  of  his 
•term  of  service  as  senator,  became  eligible  to  receive  an 
appointment  from  the  governor  and  senate,  he  was  ap- 
pointed a  bank  commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  state. 
This  was  an  excellent  appointment,  and  was  received  well 
by  the  banks  and  by  the  public  in  general.  George  R. 
Davis  of  Troy,  and  James  Rees  of  Geneva,  were  elected 
to  the  same  office  by  the  banks. 
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The  N«w-York  banks  now  petitioned  the  legislature  for 
iome  modification  of  the  safety  fund  law,  and  for  charters 
under  that  act.  Gen.  Root  declared  his  opposition  to  the 
safety  fund  law,  and  his  chagrin  at  the  conduct  of  the 
New- York  banks,  in  so  soon  abandoning  the  ground  they 
^ad  taken,  in  opposition  to  the  principles  of  banking  pre- 
scribed by  that  statute  ;  and  be  carried  his  opposition  so 
far  as  to  oppose  the  re-chartering  of  the  New- York  banks. 
Mr.  Granger  also  declared  his  decided  hostility  to  the 
safety  fund  system  of  banking,  but  manifested  his  willing- 
ness to  charter  the  New- York  banks,  if  they  were  desirous 
to  obtain  charters  under  regulations  which  he  deemed  im 
politic  and  unjust. 

It  was  alleged  that  Gen.  Root  had  been  an  applicant 
for  the  office  of  bank  commissioner,  and  had  been  an  un- 
successful candidate.  If  I  rightly  recollect,  Mr.  Mann 
of  Herkimer,  charged  this  to  be  the  fact,  on  the  floor  of 
the  house,  and  insinuated  that  his  opposition  to  the  safety 
fuad  law  grew  out  of  the  indignation  he  felt  on  account 
of  his  disappointment.*  It  is  however  certain  that  Gen. 
Jackson  never  was,  with  Mr.  Root,  a  favorite  candidate, 
and  that  for  that  and  other  causes,  he  had  for  some  time 
past  manifested  cold  and  unkind  feelings  towards  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  As  the  safety  fund  law  was  considered  a 
favorite  measure  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  the  only  impor- 
tant one  which  distinguished  his  administration,  may  not 
Mr.  Root's  hostility  against  the  measure  have  been  sharp 
ened  and  increased  by  a  desire  to  render  Mr.  Van  Buren 
unpopular  1  From  this  period  we  are  to  date  the  com- 
mencement of  that  opposition,  on  the  part  of  Gen.  Root, 
to  the  dominant  party  in  the  state,  which  resulted  in  his 
total  separation  from  them. 

The  canal  commissioners,  on  the  2Ist  of  January,  sent 
to  the  assembly  their  annual  report,  in  which  they,  among 
other  things,  stated  that,  in  obedience  to  the  act  passed  f 

•  1  believf  thU  tewie  oeeoRti^  %t  WashlngtoBi  and  ftot  st  Albany. 
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the  preceding  session,  of  vfaifib  I  hKVt  girea  Mi  aecooat 
in  the  last  chapter,  tbey  had  examined  and  agam  surTeyed 
and  explored  the  route  for  the. Chenango  canal,  and  that 
from  the  result  of  that  examination  they  could  not,  con- 
sistent with  the  terms  of  the  law,  commeiice  the  conatmc- 
tion  of  it.  That  it  would  cost  more  than  a  million  of  dol- 
lars, and  that  ^^  in  regard  Xo  its  revenue,  it  would  not  pro- 
duce an  amount  of  tolls,  in  connection  with  the  increased 
tolls  on  the  Erie  canal,  tb«Lt  would  l>e  equal  to  the  inter- 
est of  its  co8t|  and  the  expense  of  its  repairs  and  superin- 
tendence, or  of  either  of  ikem*^^  Their  report  was  long 
and  able,  .and  showed  clearly  that  the  conclusions  to  which 
they  arrived  were  founded  on  facts  and  reasoning  in  which 
they  could  not  be  mistakep*'^  This  report  was  followed 
by  another  from  the  comptroller,  in  which,  in  his  own  mas- 
terly, clear  and  convincing  manner,  with  which  the  public 
are  now  well  acquainted,  he  exhibited  the  condition  of  the 
t'xiiids  of  the  state,  and  proved  that  the  state  ought  not  to 
iiK'ur  any  additional  expenditures,  without  at  the  same 
lime,  providing  for  the  means  of  defraying  such  expenses. 
It  will  be  recollected  that  the  governor's  message  tended 
to  the  same  conclusion.  But  in  the  face  of  all  these  ob- 
jections, the  applicants  for  this  improvement  procured  a 
bill  to  be  introduced  into  the  assembly  peremptorily  di- 
recting the  canal  commissioners  to  proceed  in  making  the 
canal,  which  was  vigorously  and  zealously  supported  by 
Mr.  Granger.  It  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Mann  and  gene- 
rally by  the  friends  of  the  state  government,  and  lost  by 
m  vote  of  sixty-one  to  fifty-one. 

*  Hm  report  of  the  couuBiMlonert,  «nd«t  anf  rate,  the  part  oTtt  referred  to  la  tiM 
text,  Was  evideatlr  drawn  bj  Col.  Youdc.  It  coatained  iatemal  eTidaaee  ihattte 
eoaimissioDer*  had.  with  great  pains  und  labor,  faiihfQllf  discharged  their  datf 
the  firm  and  decided  stand  talten  bf  Col.  Yoang  against  the  constroelion  of  tUa 
eaaal,  notwithstanding  the  great  pressure  of  influence  whioh  fnusl  have  been 
brought  to  bear  upon  him,  aSbrda  high  evidence  of  his  integrity  as  a  pohlic  officer, 
and  of  independence  as  a  man.  Unhappily  Tor  the  state,  the  estimates  and  pra- 
dietions  contained  in  the  report  of  the  commissioners  have  since,  by  expcrienea 
been  proved  Uterallr  and  strictly  eorract. 


On  ,Ufte  J^StJi  of  February,  Mr.  AbrabtM  K4fjmf  win  re- 
aiippoinied  treasurer.    He  received  in  Ike  senate  twenty- 
two  voteS}  and  Mr,  George  Merqhaiitibur.     In  theefisein- 
bly  Mr.  Merchant  received  twenly*tbree  voteS)  and  Mr. 
Eeyser  eighty-six.     Mr.  Merehant,  firom  the  year  1996, 
down  to  .the  late  schism  in  the  deaAOcnttic  ranks,  bad  been 
,11  stiqady  ^and  leading  .republican^  Jind  was  almost  *bypre- 
^acqption  the  chaiir^man  of  the  .republican  general  commit- 
tee.    As  he  advanced  in  age,  young  and  efficient  men  took 
the  political, field  and  bore  away  4be  spoils,  leateing  nothing 
.for  the  wor^  put  soldier.     In  his  old  age^  therefore,  he  was 
fain  to  tr^  his  ifqrtune  in  the  ranks  of  the  opposition.     He 
.did. not  liye  tp^  eiyc^  the  fffui^s  of  the  victory  which  bis 
new  friends  afterwards  obtained.     Had  he  have  lived,  it 
lis  very  doubtful  whether  his  sue^ress  would  have  been  bet- 
,ter  iMBQPg  his  new  .than  it  had  been  among  his  old  friends. 
Those  who  have  the  disposition  of  gov»rnmental  patron- 
age, arealways  inclined  to  bestow  it  in  such  a  ntMmner  as  to 
add  the  greatest  aaioun.t  of  strength  to  the  dominant  party, 
jQr,  to  yse  the  words  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  where  ^  it  will 
.baye  a  good  .f^iM?^."     Yoa  want  young  men  for  war;  old 
jnen,  therefoice,  are  generally  overlooked  in  the  division 
^  of  the  spoils."    .Let  xio  old  man  change  his  political 
position,  unle^ss  be  dpes  U  piurely  "  for  conscience'  sake." 
On  the  12th  of  Marqh,  Mr.  Lush  of  Albany,  ofiered  a 
resolution  in  tbeiassembly,  ^^  instructing  the  bank  commit- 
tee to  inquire  as  to  the  expediency  of  prohibiting  the  cir- 
(  xtatioo  of  all  bank  aotes  of  a  less  denomination  than  five 
dollars^     Mir.  Lush  said  the  effect  of  such  prohibition  im 
Pennsylvania  had  been  to  throw  out  of  ciroulatioa  ail  the 
tr?sb  q[  small  bills  and  give  a  wholesome  specie  carreRcy, 
and  he  wished  to  obtain  the  views  of  the  intelligent  bftnk 
committee  as  to  the  propriety  of  adopting  sueha^coursebere^ 
TbA^  re^plution  was  adc^ted,  forty*Qine  to  twenty-tkrae^^ 
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Mn  Luah  from  his  boyhood  to  his  death,  claimed  to  be 
imd  was  a  uniform  federalist.  I  notice  the  resolution,  and 
the  fact  of  the  poIitiObLl  party  to  which  die  mover  belong- 
ed^ because  the  democi-atic  party  have  been  charged  with 
being  the  exclusive  authors  of  ijie  law  restndning  the  issue 
of  small  biUs  by  the  banks,  and  because,  in  1838,  that 
party  lost  many  thousands  of  votes  in  consequence  of  the 
restriction,  Mr.  Lush  was  the  first  advocate  of  the  mea- 
sure. 

The  master  builders  in  New- York  had  for  some  time 
been  endeavoring  to  obtain  the  passage  of  a  law  giving 
the  mechanic  a  more  effectual  lien  for  remuneration  for  his 
labor  and  materials  furnished  by  him  in  the  erection  of 
buildings  in  that  city,  upon  the  buildings  themselves,  and 
on  the  lots  upon  wiiich  they  were  respectively  situated. 
Their  efforts  had  not  been  attended  with  the  success  they 
desired^  They  therefore  made  some  attempts  to  get  up  an 
excitement  in  their  favor.  They  combined  with  their  com- 
plaint on  the  subject  to  which  I  have  referred,  an  allega- 
tion that  the  working  men  and  operatives  did  not  receive 
their  due  share  of  the  offices  and  emoluments  which  were 
disposed  of  by  the  state  government.  Upon  such  ground 
they  soon  collected  a  considerable  number  of  persons, 
who  attempted  to  form  themselves  into  a  party,  which 
they  denominated  The  Working  Men's  Party.  They 
of  course  professed  to  recruit  their  ranks  and  be  governed 
by  principles  independent  and  irrespective  of  the  two 
great  political  parties  in  the  state  and  nation,  and  of  the 
ftnti-masonic  party.  Adhering  masons  and  other  men  who 
'X)uld  not  or  would  not  join  the  anti-masonic  party,  but 
who  were  opposed  to  the  Albany  Regency  and  the  Jack- 
son party,  seeing  no  prospect  of  resuscitating  the  national 
republican  party,  flocked  to  the  standard  of  the  working 
men,  and  in  New- York,  Albany,  Troy  and  Utica,  and  other 
titles  and  villages,  parties  were  soon  formed,  consisting 
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as  well  of  merchants,  lawyers,  pbysicians  ^d  ^peculators, 
as  of  operatives  under  the  general  cognomen  of  toorking 
men.  They  professed  among  other  things,  an.  opposition 
to  the  monopoly  of  banking,  to  banks  and  bank  papei^ 
although  you  might  very  soon  perceive  bank  directors^ 
clerks  and  cashiers  figuring  in  their  ranks.  This  party^  if 
it  deserves  the  name  of  a  political  party,  was  too  disjoint- 
ed, and  composed  of  materials  too  heterogeneous  to  con- 
tinue long  in  existence.  The  intelligent  men  who  joined 
it  were  many  of  them  zealous  Clay  men,  and  mingled 
with  it  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  those  who  would 
not  act  with  the  anti-masons  from  acting  with  the  Jackson 
party. 

On  the  16th  of  April,  a  great  number  of  the  citizens  of 
Albany  congregated  at  the  capitol^  and,  styling  themselves 
farmers,  mechanics  and  working  men^  appointed  Elisha 
Dorr  chairman,  and  Halsey  Woodruff  and  Arnold  Nelson 
secretaries.  After  they  had  organized,  they  adopted  seve- 
ral  spirited  resolutions,  and  nominated  Erastus  Root  for 
governor. 

,  Previous  to  this  meeting,  and  on  the  13th  of  February, 
a  Jackson  legislative  caucus  was  held  at  the  capitol,  of 
which  Judge  Oliver  was  chairman.  This  meeting  Gen. 
Root  had  attended,  and  on  that  occasion  it  was  resolved  to 
hold  a  state  convention  at  Herkimer  for  the  nomination  of 
governor  and  lieutenant  governor.  Gen.  Root  was  there- 
fore honorably  committed  to  abide  and  sustain  the  result 
of  the  Herkimer  nomination.  Either  by  accident  or  de- 
sign the  committee  appointed  to  inform  Mr.  Root  of  his 
nomination  by  the  working  men  did  not  require  of  him 
an  ansvf^er  whether  he  would  accept  the  nomination.  He 
therefore  made  no  answer,  and  it  is  probable  he  was  desi- 
rous that  the  question  of  his  acceptance  should  ren^ain' 
open  until  afler  the  Herkimer  nomination.  He  evidently 
entertained  expectations  of  being  selected  as  the  guberna:- 
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Miitl  candidate  by  the  Jaekeon  convention,  but  in  case  he 
afaould  in  that  respect  be  disappointed  he  might  he  uncer* 
4ain  what  course  he  shonld  then  pursue  towards  the  work- 
ing tnen.  Or  it  is  possible  he  might  suppose  that  this 
«trofng  expression  of  the  working  men  in  his  favor  might 
influence  the  minds  of  some  of  the  refractory  members  df 
the  -Herkimer  convention  to  support  him,  and  be  did  ndt 
wish  to  do  any  act  before  the  meeting  of  that  body  which 
might  cool  the  ardor  of  the  working  men  in  his  behalf. 
If  be  entertained  these  culculations,  they  were,  in  the 
month  of  June,  interrupted  by  the  proceedings  of  a  meet- 
ing of  working  men  in  New-Tork,  who  concurred  in  the 
nominatron  made  by  their  friends  at  Albany,  and  address- 
ed a  letter  to  Gen.  Root,  requesting  to  be  informed 
whether  he  accepted  the  nomination.  He  could  not  re- 
fuse to  reply  to  this  request.  His  reply  was  couched  m 
the  most  respectful  terms— ^but  he  declined  being  a  candi- 
date principally  on  the  ground,  that  he  was  in  honor  com- 
mitted to  support  the  nomination  which  was  to  be  made 
by  the  Herkimer  convention,  provided  that  nomination 
was  fifiirly  made.  He  does  tiot  deny,  but  tarhly  admits 
the  allegation  made  by  the  New-Tf  ork  committee,  of  the 
existence  of  evils  and  the  abuse  of  power,  in  the  manage- 
ment of  public  concerns  by  the  dominant  party  for  the 
last  twelve  montlis.  He  recommends  an  attempt  to  reform 
in  preference  to  an  effort  to  destroy  the  party.  *^I  would 
rather,^' says  he, '^^flKfvise  a  suspension  of  amputation  till 
the  malady  becomes  extreme.*' 

Another  consideration  might  have  had  its  effect  on  the 
mind  of  General  Root.  He  Icnew  the  anti-masons  would 
vote  for  Mr.  Granger,  and  he  knew  the  force  of  discipline 
among  the  Jackson  party,  and  that  the  gniat  mass  of  them 
wouM  vote  for  the  candidate  regularly  nominated  at  the 
Herkimer  convention.  He,  therefore,  must  have  been 
very  sure  tl«ai,  as  the  working  me«i^  candidatei  be  would 
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be  defeated.  He  knew,  t00|  that  in  case  he  failed  of  the 
nomination  at  Herkimeri  he  would  be  nominated  and 
elected  a  member  of  congress.  A  less  calculating  man 
than  General  Root  would  have  preferred  the  certainty  of 
being  elected  a  member  of  congress  to  the  certainty  of 
being  a  defeated  candidate  for  governori 
The  legislature  adjourned  on  the  20th  of  ApriL 
I  ought  perhaps  to  have  stated,  that  at  the  legislative 
caucus  held  on  the  13th  of  February,  although  Gen.  Jack- 
son had  not  then  been  in  office  a  year,  it  was  reserved  that 
he  ought  to  be  again  nominated  for  the  presidency.  This 
movement  was  probably  made  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  or  some  of  his  confidential  friends.  It  was 
well  known  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  expected  to  be  the  suc- 
cessor of  Gen.  Jackson.  This  would  afford  evidence  of 
the  ardent  personal  attachment  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  imme- 
diate friends  to  Gen.  Jackson,  and  aid  in  securing  to  Van 
Buren  the  continued  confidence  and  support  of  the  presi^ 
dent.  It  might  also  remove  any  jealousy  from  the  mind 
of  Jackson,  that  Van  Bur^n  was  in  such  haste  as  to  desire 
^  to  push  him  from  his  stool." 

M.  M.  Noah,  former  editor  of  the  National  Advocate^ 
and  afterwards,  in  connexion  with  Colonel  James  Watson 
Webb,  editor  of  the  New-rYork  Courier  ai}d  Enquirer,  was 
nominated  by  the  president^  surveyor  of  the  port  of  New- 
York,  and  Amos  Kendall,  fourth  auditor  of  the  treasury. 
The  nomination  of  Mr.  Noah  was  rejected  in  the  senate 
by  a  vote  of  twenty-five  to  twenty-three,  and  that  of  Mi- 
Kendall  was  confirmed  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  vice-pre 
sident,  (Mr.  Calhoun.)  From  the  subsequent  political 
course  of  Maj.  Noah,  it  is  not  improbable  that  he  charged 
his  rejection  to  the  management  or  mismanagement  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren.  Much  has  been  said,  and  indeed  continues 
to  be  said  and  alleged  against  the  character  and  merits  of 
Mr.  Noah;  and  although  I  can  not  speak  miieh  from  per^ 
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aonal  knowledge  of  him,  I  may  be  allowed  to  remark, 
that  in  my  judgment,  many  ill  founded  and  undeserved 
animadversions  have  been  made  upon  him.  That  his  poli- 
tical, or  rather  his  party  principles,  set  rather  loosely,  too 
loosely,  upon  him,  may  be  true;  but  he  is  frank,  open  and 
unreserved,  generous  and  kind  in  his  nature.  As  a  writer, 
h(*  certainly  possesses  talents  of  a  high  order;  as  a  wit,  he 
stands  amongst  the  first  in  New-York,  and  perhaps  in 
America.  His  sarcasm  is  not  of  that  vindictive  character 
which  wounds  your  feelings,  but  is  played  off  in  that  good 
natured  style  and  manner,  that  if  you  are  the  subject  of 
it,  you  can  hardly  fail  of  being  amused  by  it,  and  of  join- 
ing in-  the  laugh  against  yourself. 

The  anti-masons  held  a  state  convention  in  August  at 
Utica,  for  the  nomination  of  state  officers.  Forty-eight 
''.ounties  were  represented,  and  one  hundred  and  four  dele- 
gates were  present.  They  unanimously  nominated  Francis 
Granger  for  governor,  and  they  selected  Samuel  Stevens, 
a  respectable  lawyer  of  the  city  of  New- York,  as  a  candi- 
date for  lieutenant  governor.  Mr.  Stevens  was  in  some 
respects  identified  with  the  working  men's  party  in  New- 
York.  H6  received  eighty-four  votes,  while  Mr.  John 
Crary,  who  was  a  candidate  for  re-nomination,  obtained  but 
seventeen.  This  .was  ai^^ell  merited  rebuke  for  his  con- 
duct at  the  last  gubernatorial  election. 

At  the  Herkimer  convention,  on  the  8th  September,  a 
pretty  fierce  contest  ensued  between  the  friends  of  Oen. 
Root  and  Lieutenant  Governor  Throop.  They  first,  in 
order  to  sound  the  individual  views  of  the  members,  took 
an  informal  ballot,  which  resulted  in  seventy-eight  votes 
for  Throop,  forty  for  Root,  four  for  Savage,  and  one  for 
Sanford.  The  friends  of  Root  then  made  an  effort  to  ad- 
journ for  a  short  time,  which  proved  unsuccessful,  and 
upon  a  second  ballot  Mr.  Throop  received  ninety-three 
"ot^s  and  was  declared  duly  nomioftted.     A  resolution, 
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prepared  by  Mr.  Silas  Wright,  that  E.  T.  Throop  wm 
vnanimofusly  nominated,  was  opposed  by  the  friends  of 
Root-r-bttt  finally  passed  with  some  modification.  The 
convention  also  had  some  difficulty  in  selecting  a  candi 
date  for  lieutenant  governor.  But  Edward  P.  Livingston 
finally  received  seventy-seven  votes  and  was  declared  nom- 
inated. Mr,  Jesse  Buel  received  eleven  votes,  and  Mr.  Johh 
Tracy  of  Oxford,  twenty-eight.  Neither  of  these  can- 
didates could  be  said  to  be  personally  popular.  Mr. 
Throop  was  not  a  favorite  with  the  people.  His  mannem 
were  not  fascinating,  and  although  he  was  unquestionably 
a  man  of  sound  mind  and  good  judgment,  his  tarents 
were  not  of  that  brilliant  kind  calculated  to  procure  for 
him  admirers  among  any  class  of  men.  His  best  recom- 
mendation to  his  political  friends  was,  that  he  was  an 
unwavering  and  inflexible  party  man. 

I  have  before  remarked  that  Mr.  Livingston  was  a  dull, 
heavy  minded  man.  He  had  all  the  aristocratic  pride  of 
his  family  without  the  briliant  talents  by  which  Peter  R. 
Livingston  and  many  others  of  its  members  were  deserv- 
edly distinguished.  In  all  respects  he  was  the  antipode 
of  the  imaginative  and  eloquent  Peter  R.  Livingston. 

After  these  nominations,  a  small  portion  of  the  working 
men  who,  I  presume,  were  instigated  by.  adhering  masons, 
..lill  persisted  in  holding  up  a  candidate  for  governor,  and 
\  man  by  the  nameofEzekielWiIliams,of  Cayuga  county, 
was  nominated  for  that  office  by  a  few  persons  who  as- 
sembled in  New-York.  Others  of  the  working  men  still 
persisted  in  a  determination  to  support  Gen.  Root.  The 
conduct  of  Mr.  Root  himself  must  have  been  rather  equi- 
vocal, for  so  late  as  the  1st  of  October,  Judge  Bostwick 
and  two  other  citissens  of  Delaware  county,  addressed  him 
a  note  inquiring  whether  in  reality  he  was  a  candidate  for 
the  office  of  governor.  Mr.  Root  promptly  answered 
this  inquiry  in  the  negative — ^but  tbi?  1  believe  was  after 
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or  atoHt  the  time  be  was  nMDinated  for  congress.  The 
correspondence  vms  deemed  of  sufficient  iai{M>rtance  to  be 
poblisbed.  In  a  short  time  howeTer  after  the  Herklttier' 
nominations  were  annoutyced,  the  great  mass  of  electors 
in  the  state  declared  tbemselves  either  for  Throop  or  ibr' 
Oranger. 

The  resuH  of  the  election  astonished  all  men.     It  was 
as -follows: 


Throop. 

Gramger. 

First  DiBtrictj 

15,108 

10,967 

Steond '  District, 

17,368 

11^464 

Tbrrd  District^ 

17,647 

11,CT3 

Fourth  District, 

16,986 

li;i93 

Fifth  District, 

18,765 

14,498 

Sixth  District, 

14,317 

16,639 

Seventh  District, 

15,218 

17,062 

Eighth  Districtj 

13,433 

26,385 

128,842  120,361 

Majority  for  Throop,  8^81. 

Esekiei  Williams  received  2,332  votes  for  govemar 

Every  one  was  astounded  at  the  prodigious  vote  given 
to  Granger  in  the  eighth  district,  while  their  surprise  was 
not  less  at  the  strong  vote  obtained  by  Throop  in  the 
second,  third,  fourth  and  fifth  districts.  The  change  in 
the  sixth  district,  which  in  1829,  gave  Mr.  Beardsley  a 
majority  of  about  six  thousand,  and  which  now  gavi 
Granger  a  majority  of  more  than  two  thousand,  was  not 
less  unexpected. 

It  was  the  masons  of  the  counties  bordering  on  the 
North  river,  and  their  influence^  which  gave  Mr.  Throop 
the  election.  So  alarmed  had  they  become  at  what  they 
deemed  the  proscribing  and  persecuting  spirit  of  atiti-ma* 
sonry,  that  much  as  they  disapproved  of  Gen.  Jackson, 
and  the  Albany  Regency,  they  preferred  even  their  aa- 
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eenrtancy  to  the  domination  of  tuti-masonry.  'Hm  th« 
connty  of  Rensselaer  gave  Throop  one  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred an  eighteen  majority;  Albany  upwards  of  nine  hun- 
dred; Columbia  more  than  eight  hundred;  Ulster  and  Or^ 
ange  together,  over  two  thousand;  Westchester  one  thoa- 
sand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seyen;  and  Montgomery 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-nine«  These  majo- 
rities can  not  be  accounted  for  on  any  other  principle  than 
th6  one  Iliave  suggested. 

On  the  other  hand  it  appears  that  the  inhabitants  in  the 
valley  of  the  Chenango  abandoned  their  political  princi- 
ples and  party  partialities,  for  the  purpose  of  manifesting 
their  indignation  at  the  opposition,  by  the  Albany  R^en* 
cy,  to  their  favorite  canal  project,  and  their  gratitude  to 
Mr.  Oranger.  Thus  the  county  of  Cbenango,  which  con- 
tained a  legitimate  Jackson  majority  of  perhaps  six  hun- 
dred, gave  Mr.  Oranger  a  majority  of  more  than  one  thou 
sand.  His  majority  in  the  little  county  of  Broome  was 
nearly  as  large.  In  point  of  fact,  the  electors  of  Che- 
nango and  Broome  counties  voted  with  a  view  to  the  local 
question  in  which  they  had,  as  they  believed,  so  great  and 
■o  absorbing  an  interest. 

The  following  senators  were  chosen  : 

From  the  First  District,  Jonathan  S.  Conkling^ 
**  Second     do.,  David  M.  Westcott, 

^  Third       do.)  Herman  I.  Quackenboss, 

^  Fourth     do.,  William  I.  Dodge, 

^  Fifth       do.,  Henry  A.  Foster, 

^  Sixth,      do.,  Charles  W.  Lynde, 

<<  Seventh,  do.,  William  H.  Seward, 

^  iSghth     do.,  Trumbull  Cary  and 

Philo  C.  Fuller. 

It  enght  to  be  noted  that  during  the  wmter  of  1830  the 
anti-masons  afforded  the  fint  indication  of  their  demgn  to 
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bfo^oi^  Bf  stat$  poUlical  parljr.  Until  thb  period,  aooerd- 
ing  to  tfao  stat«i»eat  oHilttined  in  Cbaptcr  XXXY HI.  tliey 
hakd  aoled  eotiriBly  from  the  impulse  of  feoUng,  produced 
by  the  outface  upon  lAofgan^  and  llie  danger  tibey  a^pare- 
hettdcd  ia  tlie  launediftle  vieiciiAy  of  tkat  outrage,  irom  sufi* 
fering  tha  ex^cmtive  and  ^dioial  powera  of  that  ooBiito* 
nity  to  remain  in  the  haaJtB  of  aHUKHB%  vko  had  furaiaked 
wmk  a  denonstntion.  of  theie  detenataaition  to  regulate 
their  conduct  according  to  the  abawid  rules,  and  oUigih' 
tiottB  of  maaonry,.  e^en  whefr  those  obligations  requirod 
then  to  violate  the  fandamental  and  most  sacred  previa^ 
iona  of  the  municipal  law.  B4t  tliey  now  begui  to  taste 
a  Iktle  of  the  steels  of  power,  and  i4  was  saToury  ta  their 
pabte.  They  thought  thai  the  same  powerful  eaEcidieaenI 
wbadi  had  given  the  eighth  district  thirteen  thousand  ma* 
^oiitjrt— a^majori^  o£  about  twor  to  one — ^would  in  time 
extend  itself  thiough  the  state  Although^  for  causes, 
which  sMist  be  obvious  to  every  reflecting  man  who  has^ 
made  himself  acquainted  with  the  history  of  popular  ex- 
cilen^tfi,  they  in  this  respect  misjudged,  it  must  be  con* 
fessed  that  their  measures  were  exceedingly  judicious  and 
well  contrived  for  accomplishing  the  end  they  had  in  view. 
They  sent  to  the  legislature  their  most  talented,  worthy 
and  influential  citizens.  Trumbull  Gary  and  Robert  C. 
Kicholas  were  men  of  wealth  and  personally  very  highly 
esteemed*  William  H.  Seward,  Albert  H.  Tracy^  John 
C.  Spencer,  Francis  Granger,  William  H.  Maynard,  John 
Birdsall  and  Millard  Fillmore,  were  all  men  whose  talents 
would  have  done  credit  to  any  deliberative  body  ;  and  the 
address  and  eloquence  of  some  of  themuould  have  added 
lustre  to  any  legislative  assembly  in  the  world. 

The  anti-masons  did  not  stop  here.  In  the  latter  part 
of  the  winter  of  1830,  they  established  at  the  seat  of  go- 
yemment  the  Albany  Evknutg  Jovsnal^  under  the  edi* 
torial  management  of  Tburlow  Weed^  than  a  meo^Mr  of 
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the  assembly  from  the  county  of  Monroe,  and  one  of  the 
most  shrewd  and  aagacious  political  editors  and  eagle- 
eyed  politicians  the  state  ot  Kew-Tork  ever  produced. 
Mr.  Weed  was  a  self-made  man.  He  hadf,  when  a  boy, 
learned  the  mechanical  art  of  jprinting  at  a  small  printing 
establishment  in  a  country  village;  but  at  this  period  of 
his  life^  he  gave  little  promise  of  becoming  respectable, 
even  as  a  mechanic;  for  his  habits  were  extremely  reck- 
less, and  he  was  indisposed  to  any  regular  course  of  indus- 
try. Influenced  by  a  propensity  for  roving,  or  excitec! 
by  youthful  ardor,  the  bustle  and  parade  of  military  life 
so  far  fascinated  him,  that  in  the  early  part  of  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain,  he  enlisted  as  a  private  or  a  musician 
in  one  of  the  volunteer  regiments  of  militia,  and  continued 
in  the  service  duritig  some  part  of  that  war.  When,  in 
1815,  peace  was  concluded  and  the  corps  to  which  he 
belonge^  was  discharged^,  he  was  cast  upon  the  world, 
without  friends,  without  money,  comparatively  speaking, 
without  education,  and  with  habits  illy  calculated  to  ad- 
vance him  in  life  as  a  man  of  business.  He  was  not  dis- 
heartened. He  resumed  the  trade  which  he  had  learned 
when  a  boy.  0e  reformed  his  habits,  and  became  indus- 
trious and  economical.  When,  as  a  journeyman  printer, 
he  had  established  a  character  for  industry  and  sobrietyi 
and  accumulated  a  small  stock  of  funds,  he  established  a 
newspaper  in  the  county  of  Chenango;  from  thence  he 
removed  to  the  county  of  Onondaga,  and  shortly  afler^ 
wards  to  Rochester,  in  the  county  of  Monroe,  where  he 
printed  and  edited  a  Clintonian  paper.  In  this  place  he 
acquired  so  much  influence  and  standing'by  his  talents  as 
a  writer  aud  activity  as  a  politician,  that  in  18524  he  was 
elected  one  of  the  members  of  assembly  from  that  county.  ^ 
When  the  outrage  on  Morgan  was  committed,  he  took  a 
most  decided  stand  against  the  masons,  and  his  paper 
soon  become  a  leading  anti-masonic  journrf.    He  is  now 
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the  printer  to  the  state.  His  faults  as  an  editor  find  poli- 
tician are,  I  regret  to  say,  too  common  with  the  conduc- 
tors of  political  papers  of  both  parties;  he  pursues  what  he 
deems  to  be  the  interest  of  his  party  with  too  little  regard  to 
the  feelings  of  his  opponents;  his  attacks  are  severe,  and 
sometimes  more  gross  than  is  suited  to  the  dignity  which 
ought  to  characterize  a  leading  political  journal.  But  every 
thing  written  by  him  affords  evidence  of  a  powerful  mind. 
His  sarcasms  are  keen,  and  his  wit  is  pungent.  He  knows 
how  to  touch  the  most  sensitive  part  of  his  adversary. 
Every  blow  he  strikes  is  felt.  Few  editors  in  America 
possess  more  of  party  tact  than  Thurlow  Weed.  He  af- 
fords one  decisive  evidence  of  being,  by  nature,  a  great 
man.  He  has  risen  from  an  obscure  situation  in  life  to 
considerable  eminence,  and  in  all  the  positions  which  he 
has  occupied,  he  has  discovered  new  resources  of  mind, 
fully  adequate  to  those  powers  which  were  requisite  to 
successfully  meet  the  ex'^ency.  * 

In  this,  as  yet  free  country,  no  young  man  of  talent  and 
enterprise  ought  to  entertain  a  doubt  but  that  industry  and 
patient  perseverance  will  secure  to  him  ultimate  success. 

Not  long  after  the  election  in  November,  a  meeting  was 
got  up  in  Buffalo,  attended  by  Qen.  P.  B.  Porter  and 
Judge  Rochester,  at  which  very  spirited  resolutions  were 
adopted  in  favor  of  the  protection  of  American  manufac- 
tures. There  can  be  little  doubt  but  that  the  object  of 
this  meeting  was  to  prepare  the  public  mind,  in  the  state 
of  New- York,  for  the  support  of  Henry  Clay  as  the  next 
candidate  for  the  presidency  ;  for,  a  few  days  after,  (Dec. 
16,)  a  public  meeting  was  held  in  the  city  of  New-York, 
of  which  John  L.  Lawrence  was  chairman  and  Isaac  Mi- 
9srd  and  Peter  Sharpe  secretaries,  where  Mr.  Clay  was 
publicly  nominated  for  the  presidency. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  summer  of  1830,  Nicholas  F. 
Beck,  adjutant  general  of  the  state,  died  at  Albany.     He 


1830.]  OfF  KSW-TOEX.  341 

received  his  appointment  from  Got.  Clinton,  and  continued 
under  his  successors  to  hold  the  office  until  his  death. 
Perhaps  the  death  of  no  person  of  his  age,  (he  was  a  young 
man  and  brother  of  the  learned  and  estimable  Dr.  T.  Ro- 
meyn  Beck,  princupal  of  the  Albany  Academy,)  would  have 
been  more  felt  or  deeply  lamented.  He  possessed  re- 
spectable talents,  and  was  one  of  the  most  amiable  men, 
as  a  member  of  society,  I  ever  knew. 

When  the  office  of  adjutant  general  became  vacant  by 
the  death  of  General  Beck,  Gov.  Throop  appointed  Maj. 
John  A.  Dix,  of  Cooperstown,  who  had  been  one  of  the 
aids  of  Gen.  Jacob  Brown.  Mr.  Diz  was,  I  believe,  a 
native  of  New  Hampshire.  He  had  been  regularly  edu- 
cated at  one  of  the  eastern  colleges,  and  is  justly  distin- 
guished for  his  classical  knowledge  and  literary  attain- 
ments. He  is  an  accomplished  and  able  writer.  He 
was  at  Washington  in  the  family  of  Gen.  Brown  in 
1824-6,  and  so  long  as  Mr.  Calhoun  was  a  candidate  for 
the  presidency,  Mr.  Dix,  in  common  with  most  of  the 
gentlemen  of  the  army,  was  his  zealous  friend  and  sup- 
porter. Not  long  after  the  election  of  Mr.  Adams,  he 
married  the  daughter  of  a  wealthy  and  respectable  citizen 
of  New- York  and  came  to  reside  in  this  state.  Soon  after 
he  came  here  he  manifested  a  determination  to  support  the 
party  then  in  the  majority  in  the  state,  and  has  ever  since 
acted  zealously  with  that  party. 

From  the  character  and  talents  ofv  Mr.  Dix,  and  more 
especially  from  the  knowledge  he  had  acquired  of  military 
science  while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  his  se- 
lection by  Gov.  Throop  as  adjutant  general  was  very  ju- 
dicious, and  the  appointment  was  generally  approved  of 
by  the  public. 
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The  inost  distin^isbcid  member  the  late  election  bro\^l 
into  the  senate  was  William  H.  Seward|  the  pxefieoit  go- 
vernor of  the  stat^,  who  had  been  chosen  bjr  the  antirfna- 
Bonic  party  of  the  sevepth  di«trict.  Mr.  Sevard  wasquit^ 
a  young  man,  I  believe  barely  eligibly  to  tb^  o^c^  of 
senator.  He  had  been  bred  ^nd  educated  a  d^mocfikti 
and  from  the  time  he  was  of  a  sufficient  age  to  take  any 
part  in  the  politics  of  the  da^^  be  had  uniformily  acted 
with  the  democratic  party.  When  the  aititi-masonio 
question  excit;$d  the  attention  of  the  people  .of  Cayugp 
county,  (the  county  in  which  he  commenced  his  pro- 
fessional life,)  he  declared  himself  an  anti-mason.  In  the 
summer  of  1830^  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  young  men'i 
anti-masonic  state  convention^  which  met  at  the  city  of 
Utica,  and  wa|i  chairman  of  that  assembly,. 

It  is  not  a  little  singular  that  ap  young  a  man  should 
have  been  placed  by  any  political  party  on  the  aenatorial 
ticket.  His  nomination  ipras  probably  owing  to  two 
causes.  The  first  was  his  great  personal  popularity,  and 
-  the  second  the  improbability  that  apy  person  nominated 
by  the  anti-masons  would  be  elected.  Had  the  election 
been  considered  as  certain,  or  eyen  jprobable^  it  ^i  inpf$ 
likely  that  older  mep  pf  grefiter  influence  would  have  soli- 
cited and  obtained  the  nomination  in  |Nreference  tp  Mi> 
Seward. 

Of  the  talents  of  Mr.  Seward,  I  need  not  speak. 

Mr.  Foster  of  Oneid»  county,  came  this  year  into  the 
senate.  He  possessed  a  respectable  standbg  as  a  lawyer 
at  Rome,  which  was  then  and  now  is  his  place  of  resi 


Atiatty^aKl  te  tMfti  iMBtmgmshedirimseli^as  itti  acftre  and 
vflfonift  ftigMilor.  ift.  D^dge,  from  Montgomery  cottk- 
H^  antytfielr  wen^  -meoAery  also  was  a  practising  lawyer. 
Betk  tbase  g«iitl«aien  were  zealous  «uppoiteirs  of  th  e  all- 
iMiiiiMtkm  of  Oflberal  Jacfcson. 

i||4he  'assembly  lAie  anti-masonic  party,  although  they 
%a«l  lost  Mr.  Granger,  had  selected  in  his  place  Mr.  John 
G.  Speneer,  a  gentleman  whose  great  talents  and  industry 
^K^re  then,  as  now,  well  known  and  universally  admitted. 
But  either  owing  to  a  defect  in  personal  address,  or  to  an 
'ic^btty  of  temper  and  disposition,  or  a  lack  of  prudence  and 
Jiior^tioti,  or  the  union  of  all  or  the  greater  part  of  these 
oauses,  Mr.  Spencer's  personal  influence  in  the  assembly 
was  far  less,  than  Mr.  Granger's  had  been. 

l<An  Birdsall,  from  Chautauque,  late  circuit  judge,  also 
kidded  to  the  strength  of  the  anti-masonic  party  m  the  as- 
vBttHyiy. 

l%e  Jackson  party  was,  I  think,  better  represented  in 
fbe  assembly  ttmn  it  had  been  the  year  before.  Charles 
L.  Livingston  was  again  returned  from  the  city  of  Kew- 
Tork,  and  Peter  Robinson  from  the  county  of  Broome. 
There  were  also  several  new  members,  whose  talevts  and 
cbaraoter  added  strength  and  respectability  to  the  party  in 
'tkt  house.  Among  thes?  may  be  mentioned  Budley  Sd- 
den,  from  the  city  of  New-Tork,  a  young  man  already 
distinguished  for  his  legal  learning  and  eloquence  at  the 
bar;  E.  B.  Morehouse  of  Otsego;  George  R.  Davis  of 
!^«nsselaer;  Schuyler  Crippen  of  Otsego;  and  John  W. 
Sdmonds  of  Columbia. 

General  Davis  of  Rensselaer  county,  was  chosen  speak- 
er. He  received  ninety-one  votes^  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Spencer 
tliirty,a  vote  which  I  presume  exhibits  the  relative  strength 
«f  parties  in  the  h^use. 

I  am  not  advised  what  were  the  proceedings  in  the  cau* 
oiiB  of  ttie  Jaekson  members  on  the  evening  previous  to 
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the  meeting  of  the  legislature.  As  Mr.  Robiiiso&  had 
once  before  been  speaker,  one  would  natiarall/  expect 
that  in  the  absence  of  General  Root,  he  would  have  beat 
■elected;  but  laying  out  of  view  the  superior  talents 
of  General  Davis,  I  can  readily  imi^ne  that  from  the 
great  vote  given  at  the  last  election  for  Mr.  Graitf|p  in 
Broome  county,  Mr.  Robinson  may  have  been  suspected 
of  having  either  directly  or  indirectly  aided  that  defee* 
tion ;  and  such  a  suspicion  was  sufficient  to  prevent  his 
nomination  as  speaker. 

The  governor,  in  his  annual  message,  introduces  him- 
self to  the  legislature  by  applauding  the  national  adminis- 
tration, and  speaking  in  the  most  flattering  terms  of  Gen. 
Jackson,  particularly  of  kis  late  veto  message  of  the  May- 
ville  road  bill.  He  then  speaks  of  the  foreign  relations 
of  the  United  States  and  eulogizes  our  civil  institutiona 
He  informs  the  legislature  of  the  continued  encroachment 
upon  the  general  fund,  and  recommends  in  substance, 
though  not  in  words,  that  that  fund  be  re-imburesd  by  tax^ 
ation.  He  again  refers  to  the  distribution  of  the  surplus 
revenue  of  the  nation,  which  he  now  unreservedly  recom- 
mend^.    On  this  subject,  the  governor  says : 

"  In  reference  to  the  subject  of  revenue  and  internal 
improvements,  I  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  last 
legislature,  the  propriety  of  taking  measures  to  procure 
a  distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  United  States. 
The  same  suggestion  was  made  b)  the  president  to  con- 
gress, in  his  first  message,  and  has  been  renewed  by  him 
in  his  late  communication  to  that  body.  I  find  also  that 
one  of  my  most  distinguished  pre^lecessors  alluded  to  the 
same  subject  in  his  message  in  1827.  I  esteem  it  of  suffi- 
cient importance  to  renew  the  suggestion,  and  press  it  ear- 
nestly upon  your  consideration.  We  have  the  fullest  ai- 
surance  that  the  president  will  steadily  adhere  to  his  doc- 
irines  regarding  the  power  of  congress  over  roads  and  ca* 
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As  Mr,  Robms<m  had 
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nab,  so  that  tlie  paymen'  of  the  national  debt^  except  the 
three  per  cents,  will  be  provided  for  \rithin  three  years.'' 
On  the  subject  of  capital  punishment,  Mr.  Throop  sub- 
mits the  following,  in  my  judgment,  exceedingly  judi- 
cious remarks : 

^^  While  I  renew  the  suggestion,  that  the  punishment  by 
death  for  arson  is  incompatible  with  the  philanthropy  of 
the  age,  I  am  impelled  to  add,  waiving  the  question  in 
casuistry,  whether  it  is  proper  in  any  case  to  take  life,  that 
the  punishment  of  death,  in  all  cases  of  mere  technical 
murder,  is  unreasonably  severe.  I  have  adhered  to  a  sense 
of  duty,  in  refusing  to  stay  execution,  in  every  case  of 
clear  murder  within  the  existing  laws ;  while  I  have  some- 
times felt  that  the  measure  of  punishment  was  dispropor- 
tionately severe  for  the  crime.  I  think  that  a  portion  of 
your  time  might  be  well  employed  in  the  inquiry  whethei 
the  crime  of  murder  can  not  be  so  defined,  or  the  punish- 
ment for  the  minor  species  of  it  so  modified,  as  to  limit 

^  tiie  punishment  of  death  to  cases  of  actual  premeditated 

homicide." 

He  recommends  substantially  the  abolition  of  imprison- 
ment for  debt. 

The  message  is  too  long.  It  occupies  more  than  twenty 
pages,  finely  printed,  in  the  senate  journal.  But  except- 
ing the  recommendation  of  a  distribution  of  the  surplus 
of  the  national  revenue  among  the  states,  an  error,  if  it  be 
one,  of  which  the  governor  partook  in  common,  at  that  day, 
with  almost  every  other  man,  I  think  the  principles  it  puts 
forth  and  the  measures  it  recommends  are  all  of  them  ex- 
cellent. It  is  well  written,  and  the  style  is  unexception- 
able, if  not  admirable.  In  comparing  it  with  the  procla- 
mation for  thanksgiving,  written  but  little  more  than  a 
month  before  this  message  was  sent  to  the  legislature,  the 

I  difference  between  them  is  so  striking  as  to  excite  a  doubt 

\  whether  the  latter  was  the  work  of  his  own  unaided  powers 

\ 


} 
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€hw9  muK  ffiq^M)  A«at  md  el^Mit«  lodoed  i  ^iiak  it 
Ab«  mo^^Ttfd^i  moM  Sox  «d4rMm  loomioli  ^a  Moaaoni 
^bich  e¥.er  cw^  mi^c^  oy  notice. 

Very  soon  after  the  lq;i8lature  conveiitd^  miictAmB 
.weKe  niAd«|  both  bjr  flPfHAhoiBof  the  legiahture  and  in  our 
.eiUes  and  TUUge«i  tf>  <^g«»rize  a  C]^  parly  twdy  t^  liAe 
<lhe  field  at  tb^  prjw^l^fd  elecliaii  in  1832;  It  wm  «mU 
settled  tM'&  national  cwventiQa  abeuld  be  heM  fior  .Ike 
jaoiamatiQi&  lof  la  preaidetitiai  candidate  in  cfpamtiom  Ao 
Gen.  Jack&n^  (tad  it  sviras  equally  wril  4Hi4eiato«4  Ait 
Mr.  Clay  would  be  tbat  candidate^  The  distinctSve 
^ounda  en  wbicb  it  wbb  propoaed  to  put  jbhe  irlaiww  of 
M^«  Clay,  .vere  that  be  was  tbe  great  obampien  far  tbe 
jicotection  of  domestic  maai^ctiuqes,  llie  jpenonal  viMr 
neas  of  Gen.  Jiackson  for  the  proper  esoectttMNi  of  tiie  «if- 
fioe,  #nd  ihe  supeiior  fitness  of  Mr.  Cl^y.  It  wi^  Ant 
pr€f>oaed  to  bold  a  state  coDventioi^  for  the  oboic^  of  delb- 
^atea  to  tj^e  national  conrenUon  on  tbe  lOtb  o(  Masiikf 
but  the  meeting  of  the  convention  was  finally  pasfjpaiinl 
to  tix^  3d  day  of  June. 

The  term  of  service  of  Mr.  Sanford  in  the  UaiWmI  Slatai 
senate  would  expire  on  tbe  (fourth  of  Marcbj^aad  as  it  was 
I  believe  fit  the  time  of  )ms  ^Jectjioas  understood  that  bis 
politioal  life  was  to  tenninate  -at  tbe  expiation  of  hi» 
senatorial  texa^»  tb^  democfatic  party,  ^pol|  eaati^g  about 
for  his  succes^r,  ^ooa  fixed,  with  great  ananimMy^  tipon 
William  h-  Marcyi  tbeii  a  judge  of  tb^  ^upren^  oeucl. 
Mr.  Marcy,  from  the  tUue  he  enter^  the  jxoUtical  field, 
had  been  the  .oonfidentiiU  fidend  of  Mx-  Van  Suren.  That 
he  possessed  intellectual  power  of  h^  order,  is  aow  onir 
vereally  admitted;  Se  was  a  scholar^  ^  and  a  good  aad 
ripe  one,'^  and  as  an  accomplished  wl  able  political 
writer,  if  he  be  AOt  superior,  I  must  be  grossly  mistaken 
if  he  is  inferior  to  any  individual  belongiQg  to  either  of 
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the  political  parties  in  the  ataie.  Xbe  devatite  of  hii 
pund  h.ad  alvap  restraioed  liiiAiev^  when  jugjiily  excited 
^j  the  hitiernese  of  jpartjr  oontrO'VeEif  from  <eyiery  ikmg 
xiriUeot  or  abwY^ 

H^  wa9,  on  tiie  l&t  idf  al  F^brwry^choaen  aenaior  hf 
^  nerjf  Klttong  vote  in  both  houaea  of  Ihe  lagialature.  la 
hifi  sCQiaiDuiiicf^tion  to  jthat  body  advisiiig  tbcan  that  he  ac^ 
cepted  the  nomination,  h.e  atated,  that  if  from  m  want  df 
qapacity  he  aboald  fail  of  properly  disciiafgiag  his  duties, 
b^  ^hpuld  hiiiye  at  least  some  consolation  proving  out  of 
the  recollection  that  he  had  not  sought  the  office.  Al- 
thoi^  I  did  not  belong  to  the  political  party  wMk  wfaidn 
J.U(%e  Marcy  was  associated,  I  happened  to  knoir  that 
this  aJt^Ltement  was  atrictly  true,  and  that  he  resigned  At 
office  of  a  judge  of  the  supceine  court,  (in  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  which,  during  the  short  time  he  sat  on  the 
hctodi,  he  acquitted  himself  in  a  manner  satiMbctory  lo 
l^e  bar  and  the  public,  and  afforded  decisive  evidence  of 
intc^grity  and  impartiality,)  and  accepted  that  of  acftaAor 
^th  great  hesitation  and  reluctance. 

Samuel  Nelson,  the  present  chief  justice,  thesk  eiiviiit 
judge  of  the  sixth  circuit,  waa  appointed  a  judge  of  ibe 
supreme  court,  in  lieu  of  Mr.  Marcy.  This  left  a  ^Faoaney 
in  the  office  of  judge  of  that  circuit.  Mr.  Beardskiy,  of 
OtsegOi  would  probably  have  been  a  cf^ndida|te,and,€ii^t 
tp  have  been  appointed  to  that  office,  had  he  not  been  con- 
stitutio;(iaIly  ineJigiUe  on  account  of  his  beii^  at  tkat  taiM 
a  member  of  the  legislature.  The  governor,  in  the  firat 
bstanoe,  nommated  John  Tracy,  of  Cheniii^o,  for  a 
judge  of  the  sixth  circuit.  M^ •  Tracy,  though  a  aftan  of 
fair  reputation  and  respectable  talents^  was  ftot  higUy  dis- 
tinguished as  a  lawyer.  It  will  be  recollected  that,  at  the 
Herkimer  convention  he  was  supported,  I  presume,  by  the 
delegate?  from  the  vfilley  of  the  Chenango,  as  the  demo* 
ciUdic  candidate  for  Uautenant  governor,  and  iit  is  not  im* 


448  POLITICAL  HUTOaY  [1831. 

probable*lhat  this  appointment  was  now  offered  him  with  a 
view  to  sooth  and  satisfy  his  friends,  and  to  convince  the 
adrocates  of  the  Chenango  canal,  that  if  the  democradc 
party  were  unwilling  to  make  a  canal  for  them,  they  were 
at  least  willing  to  give  some  of  them  offices,  when  cir- 
cumstances placed  it  in  their  power  to  do  so.  But  the 
Chenango  canal  applicants  were  not '  thus  to  be  satisfied. 
Mr.  Tracy  refused  to  accept  the  appointment. 

The  governor,  upon  receiving  notice  that  Mr.  Tracy 
declined  the  office,  appointed  Robert  Monell,  then  a  mem- 
ber of  congress  from  the  county  of  Chenango.  He  accept- 
ed the  office,  and  is  the  present  judge  of  the  sixth  circuit. 
Mr.  Monell  is  a  man  of  excellent  good  sense,  frank  and 
generous  in  bis  nature,  and  strictly  honest  and  impartial. 
He  possesses  a  good  legal  mind,  but  is  constitutionally 
averse  to  laborious  menial  application.  Hence  it  is  im- 
possible that  he  can  dispatch  business  rapidly,  and  at  the 
seme  time  correctly,  as  a  J/isi  Prius  judge.  No  man  at 
this  day  can  be  an  efficient  judge  without  he  continues  to 
be  an  industrious  and  laborious  student  at  law.  Robert 
Campbell  of  Cooperate wn,  a  man  of  great  purity  of  cha- 
racter, was  unquestionably  the  most  learned  and  industri- 
ous lawyer  at'  that  time  in  the  district.  I  do  not  know 
whether  he  would  have  accepted  the  appointment  if  it  had 
been  tendered  to  him,  but  there  were  two  objections  against 
him,  had  he  been  a  candidate.  The  one  was,  although  I 
believe  he  was  then  a  Jackson  man,  he  had  until  recently 
acted  against  the  democratic  party,  and  the  other  that  he 
did  not  live  in  the  valley  of  the  Chenango  canal.  During 
this  winter,  James  Emott,  judge  of  the  second  circuit, 
resigned  his  office,  and  the  governor  and  senate  appointed 
Charles  H.  Ruggles  his  successor.  Mr.  Ruggles  ^ad, 
when  the  contest  was  between  the  Clintonians  and  Buck- 
tails,  been  an  active  and  influential  Clintonian,  but,  with 
Gov.  Clinton,  he  supported  the  election  of  Oen.  Jackson, 
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and  since  that  time  had  acted  with  the  Jackson  party.  He 
has  been  an  exceedingly  useful  judge,  and  is  now  one  oi 
the  most  distinguished  jurists  in  the  state.  The  appoint- 
ment was  in  the  first  instance  offered  to  Mr.  Suydam,  who, 
probably  from  a  consciousness  that  his  business  habits  had 
become  too  much  impaired  for  the  proper  discharge  of  the 
duties  appertaining  to  the  office,  declined  it. 

The  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  would, 
according  to  its  own  limitation,  expire  in  the  year  1836 — 
and  Oen.  Jackson,  in  his  message  to  congress,  in  anticipa- 
tion that  that  institution  would  apply  for  a  renewal  of 
its  charter,  had  expressed  an  opinion  adverse  to  that  mea- 
sure. 

On  the  first  day  of  February,  Mr.  Benton  of  Missouri, 
submitted  to  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  '^  the  follow- 
ing joint  resolution,  and  supported  it  in  a  speech  of  two 
hours  and  a  half,  in  which  he  justified  himself  for  bring- 
bg  it  forward  at  this  time,  and  earnestly  urged  his  objec- 
tions to  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  bank: 

^'  Resolved f  By  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^. 
That  the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  ought 
not  to  be  renewed. 

'^  Mr.  Webster  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question  to  grant  leave  for  the  introduction  of  the  above 
joint  resolution;  and  the  vote  was  as  follows: 

*^  Yeas — Messrs.  Barnard,  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dick- 
erson,  Dudley,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Iredell,  King, 
M'Kinley,  Poindexter,  Sanford,  Smith  of  S.  C,  Tazewell, 
Troup,  Tyler,  White,  Woodbury — twenty. 

"  Jfays — ^Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Burnet,  Chase,  Clay- 
tor,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnston, 
Knight,  Livingston,  Marks,  Noble,  Bobbins,  Robinson^ 
Ruggles,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Sprague, 
Webster,  Wiiley — twenty-three.** 
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The  opinion  of  the  president  on  this  subject,  succeededf 
as  it  was,  by  this  discussion  in  the  United  States  senate, 
roused  the  attention  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  to 
this  great  qoestion,  and  the  two  parties  very  soon  took  dif- 
ferent sides  on  it.  The  personal  and  political  friends  of 
Qen.  Jackson  generally  declared  themselves  opposed  to  a 
re-charter  of  the  bank.  In  this  position  they  were  sup- 
ported by  another  interest,  which  was  or  ought  to  have 
been  entirely  detached  from  each  of  the  political  parties. 
The  interest  to  which  t  allude,  was  the  local  banks  char- 
tered by  the  different  states,  and  especially  the  safety 
Aind  banks  of  New- York.  More  than  two-thirds  of  the  re- 
venue of  the  United  States,  amounting  to  many  millions  an- 
nually, was  paid  into  the  United  States  Branch  Bank,  and 
when  there,  was  under  the  absolute  control  of  the  mother 
bank  at  Philadelphia.  The  state  banks  believed,  that  if 
the  United  States  Bank  should  be  annihilated,  these  im- 
mense deposits  would  be  made  in  their  own  vaults,  and 
hence  all  the  benefits  arising  from  these  deposits,  and  also 
the  whole  profits  of  the  very  great  circulation  of  United 
States  Bank  notes  would  be  transferred  from  the  United 
States  to  the  state  banks,  without  compelling  them  to 
increase  their  own  capital  to  the  amount  of  a  single  doUar. 
Was  it  in  human  nature,  and  especially,  was  it  in  bank  na' 
iurej  (if  such  an  expression  may  be  tolerated,)  to  resist 
thb  prospect  of  adding  to  their  gains  1  Although  proba- 
bly a  majority  of  the  stock  of  the  banks  of  the  state  of 
New-Tork  was  held  by  citizens  politically  opposed  to  Gen. 
Jackson,  nearly  all  of  those  citizens  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly supported  him  in  his  opposition  to  the  re-charter  of 
the  bank.  There  were  others,  as  well  of  the  friends,  as 
some  of  the  opponents  of  the  national  administration,  who 
opposed  a  continuance  of  the  existence  of  the  United  States 
Bank  upon  higher  and  more  exalted  motives.  Some  of 
these  believed  that  congress  had  not,  by  the  constitution 
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fhe  power  to  ortote  t  oerporation;  othero  beHei^ed^  the 
power  of  eontroUiog  ^  whole  nkooeyed  Gottcernff  of  ^6» 
oountr J,  and  of  increftsittg  and  diminishiog  at  pleasure  the 
cvpciilatiiig  medium  of  the  natiou,  was  too  tremendous  an 
authorit;  to  be  en^sted  to  twentf«£ve  meu}  while  aK 
mtelligent  New-Yorkers  agreed,  that  this  charter  ettabloi 
a  eorporatioiiy  located  in  Philadelplna^a  majority  of  whose 
aetiog  directors  resided  in  that  city,  to  exercise  a  daA^ 
gerous  power  over  the  moneyed  and  mercantile  operationa 
of  the  great  city  of  New- York.  Many  honest  and  patri- 
otic citiaens  were  also  apprehenmve  that  snch  a  formida- 
ble money  power  might  have,  and  might  be  disposed  to 
exercise,  an  undue  influence  in  the  government  and  legis* 
lation  of  the  country. 

The  greater  part  of  the  Jackson  members  of  fhe  New* 
York  legislature  were  inclined,  for  these  and  other  rea^ 
SODS,  to  support  Gen.  Jackson  in  the  ground  he  had  taken 
against  the  United  States  bank.  Accordingly  Mr.  More** 
house  of  Oteego,  on  the  fourth  day  of  March,  moved  in 
the  assembly  the  following  concurrent  resolution  : 

^^  Resolvedj  That  it  is  the  sentiment  of  this  legislature, 
that  the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  ought 
not  to  be  renewed." 

On  the  12 th  of  April,  the  house  proceeded  to  consider 
the  resolution*  It  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Livingston 
and  Selden  of  New-York^  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Spencer.  Mr« 
S«^klen  made  a  very  able  speech  against  it,  and  moved 
its^  postponement  till  after  the  day  fixed  for  the  termination 
of  the  session.  Mr.  Selden's  motion  finally  failed,  there 
being  fifty-five  for  and  fifty-five  against  it. 

On  the  seventh  of  April,  Mr.  Morehotise  again  called 
up  his  resolution  and  made  an  elaborate  and  able  speech 
in  favor  of  its  adoption.  It  was  then  carried  by  a  vote  of 
seventy-three  to  thirty-three.  By  this  time  nearly  the 
whole  Jackson  party  in  the  house  had  united  in  support 
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of  the  yesoIutioD ;  those  who.votec^in  the  negative  wens 
nearly  all  either  national  repnblicana  or  anti-nmsons.  Mr. 
Livingston  and  ^r.  Selden,  two  of  the  most  distii^uished 
members  from  the  city  of  New^York,  did,  however,  ool- 
withstanditig  the  matter- had  now  woi^ed  itself  into  a 
PfUl^.^westion,  vote  in  the  negative.  When  the  resola* 
''C  •-tfbn.cinifie  into  the  senate,  it  was  opposed  with  great  eed 
and  ability  in  that  body  by  Mr.  Maynard  and  Mr.  Seward, 
but  was  finally  passed  by  a  vote  of  seventeen  to  thirteen. 
The  only  democratic  members  of  the  senate  who  voted  in 
the  negative,  were  Mr.  Sherman  of  New- York,  Mr,  Rex- 
ford  of  Delaware,  and  Mr.  Bronson  of  Oswego. 

Mr.  Hubbard,  from  Chenango,  early  in  the  session, 
made  a  report  in  favor  of  constructing  the  Chenango  ca- 
nal, and  introduced  a  bill  for  that,  purpose ;  but  it  was 
.  lost  in  the  senate  by  a  vote  of  sixteen  to  fourteen,  all  the 
anti-xnasonic  senators  and  only  five  of  the  democratic  sen- 
ators voting  for  it 

,  Mn  Samuel  Beardsley  having  been  elected  a  member 
of  congress  from  the  county  of  Oneida,  resigned  his  oflloe 
as  United  States  district  attorney,  and  Mr.  N.  S.  Benton, 
of  the  New-York  senate,  was  appointed  in  his  place.  * 
Mr.  Benton,  though  a  little  rough  and  harsh  in  hb  address, 
had  become  a  leading  and  eflkient  member  of  the  senate. 
His  seat  of  course  became  vacant  upon  his  acceptance  of 
an  office  under  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

About  this  time  Elbert  Herrings  of  New- York,  was 
appdnted  by  the  president,  superintendent  of  the  Indian 
department  The  circumstance  would  not  deserve  to  be 
mentioned,  if  it  were  not  that  Mr.  Herring  was  one  of  the 
old  friends  of  Gov.  Clinton,  who  had  followed  him  in  all 
the  vicissitudes  of  his  political  fortunes,  and  that  this  was 
the  first  and  I  believe  the  only  appointment  made  by  Gen. 
Jackson,  from  that  clasa  of  politicians,  in  the  state.  If 
this  appointqieqt  was  made  under  the  advisement  of  Mr. 
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Van  Buren,  it  striitbs  me  he  must  have  known  that  there 
were  other  friends  of  the  late  governor  whoi^^^ie  Jftckson 
men,  and  who  were  more  talented  and  more  efficient  than 
Mr.  Herring. 

It  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  that  on  the  10th  day  of 
March,  the  folkywing  resolution  passed  the  assembly  with 
out  a  division : 

"  Resahedy  (if  the  senate  concur  herein,)  That  the  sur- 
pins  revenues  of  the  United  States,  beyond  what  shall  be 
deemed  by  congress  necessary  for  the  expenses  of  the 
general  government,  and  a  proper  provision  for  public  de- 
fence and  safety,  ought  to  be  annually  distributed  among 
the  several  states,  according  to  their  population,  to  be  esti- 
mated in  the  manner  pointed  out  by  the  second  section  of 
the  first  article  of  the  constitution  for  the  apportionment 
q{  representatives  and  direct  taxes/' 

It  was  sent  to  the  senate,  but  was  by  that  body  referred 
to  a  select  committee  of  which  Mr.  Benton  was  chairman, 
who,  on  the  4th  of  April,  made  a  long  and  able  report,  in 
which  they  discussed  the  constitutional  question  in  rela- 
tion to  the  powers  of  congress  to  make  the  proposed  divi- 
dend without  decidedly  expressing  their  own  views  on  the> 
question*  They  expressed  unequivocally  their  approba- 
tion of  the  principle  contained  in  the  resolution,  and  re- 
commended that  if  doubts  existed  of  the  constitutional  pow- 
ers of  the  national  legislature  to  provide  by  law  for  divi- 
ding among  the  states  the  surphis  revenue,  the  constitu- 
tion ought  to  be  so  amended  as  to  obviate  those  doubts. 
[Senate  Documents  of  1831,  Document  79.]  The  report 
and  resolution  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  the  subject  was  again  taken  into  consideration. 

The  legislature  adjourned  on  the  20th  of  April ;  but 
before  the  adjournment,  the  Jackson  members  held  a  cau- 
cus, at  which  an  address  was  reported  to  them  by  Mr. 
BeanUey,  which  was  adopted  and  published. 

W 
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Gen.  J^ktcm  bkA,  before  his  eleotion'ln  1898,  espresMd 
an  opifiioa  tfast  the  president  oi^ht  to  hoU  hro  offiee  bat 
one  term,  and  in  one  or  more  of  his  official  cioninwtoica^ 
tions  to  congress  had  recorpmended  an  amendment  ^  the 
United  Statds  cclistitinidii  in  suidi  msnndr  sb  to  tender  the 
president  inel%ib)e  to  two  sndeessiTe  -electkme.  Biit  we 
have  seen  that,  notwithstanding  these  declarations,  has  pd** 
litical  friends  ui^d  hihi  to  consent  to  b^  a  cdndMate  for 
a  re-election,  luid  tn  1631  ft  wak  weO  known  he  had  yield* 
ed  to  their  importomty  and  was  considered  fairly  in  the 
field.  It  wiU  be  reooHected  that  in  18S4,  Mr.  CaJhoon 
was,  for  a  time,  spoketo  of  as  the  meet  suitable  person  to 
succeed  Mr.  Monroe,  and  that  previoos  to  the  election  he 
declined  being  a  candidate,  and  supported  the  election  of 
Oen.  Jadi9on;  Ft-om  that  circumstance,  and  from  his 
great  and  commanding  taleotb  Imd  ihe  purity  of  his  charac* 
tep",  it  was  natural  that  he  should  tie  one  of  the  persons  to 
whom  the  public  attention  would  be  directed  as  Ae  m> 
cesser  of  the  general.  And  it  is  more  than  probable  thitft 
the  friends  of  Mr.  Calhoun  expected,  from  the  reipeated 
annunciations  of  the  principles  of  Gen.  Jackson,  that  he 
would  not,  under  ordinary  circumstance?,  allow  himself 
to  be  again  a  candklate.  If  such  were  their  feelings  and 
views  they  could  not  have  learned  with  much  complaeen* 
cy  nor  scarcely  without  surprise,  that  the  president  had 
changed  his  deftermtnbtion.  Accdrdingly  it  will  hatt^  been 
perceived  that  the  solicitations  that  Gen.  Jackson  would 
consent  to  a  reflection,  originated  generally  trith  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Yan  Bnren.  A  miajority  of  die  iiatioMd 
cabinet,  as  between  Mr.  Van  Bui^n  and  Mr.  €alfaoiii, 
were  in  favor  of  the  hrtter  gendeman  is  tiie  ^su^cdssOrof 
Gen.  Jackson. 

The  cabinet  consisted  of  Van  Biffen,  SiatOn,  Ittgham, 
Branch  and  Berrien.  The  three  geiitlemen  last  named 
were  favorable  to  Calhotia;  Mr. 'Bston'ttnd  San.  JWekson 
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llimsetf  partly,  if  not  entirely^  from  a  disagreement  grow- 
ing out  of  a  circumstance  I  am  about  to  mention,  were 
opposed  to  iiim. 

Mr.  Eaton  had  married  the  widow  of  a  midshipman  by 
the  name  of  Timberlake,  who,  although  an  elegant  and 
ftscinating  woman,  on  account  of  some  supposed  irregu- 
larities, when  she  was  the  wife  of  Timberlake,  the  ladies 
at  Washin^on  refused  to  admit  as  a  member  of  their  so- 
cial circle.  Mrs.  Calhoun,  Mrs.  Ingham,  Mrs.  Branch, 
and  Mrs.  Berrien,  in  conformity  to  what  was  deemed  the 
pubKc  opinion  of  the  female  society  at  Washington,  re- 
fused to  associate  with  Mrs.  Eaton,  or  to  visit  or  invito 
visits  from  her.  Mr.  Van  Buren  being  a  widower,  was 
not  bound  to  take  any  part  in  this  controversy,  and  he  of 
course  kept  out  of  it.  Gen.  Jackson,  who  was  an  ardent  ' 
personal  friend  of  Maj,  Eaton,  could  not  so  far  restrain 
his  feelings  as  to  remain  neutral,  as  appears  by  the  follow- 
ing flrtatement  made  by  Mr.  Ingham,  in  which  Messrs. 
Berrien  and  Branch  concurred  : 

-^On  Wednesday,  the  S7th  January,  1830,  Cd.  John- 
son,  of  Kentucky,  waited  on  me  in  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, and  after  some  preliminary  conversation,  in  which 
he  expressed  his  regret  that  njy  family  and  that  of  Mr. 
Branch  and  Mr.Berrien  did  not  visit  Mrs.Eaton,  he  said  that 
it  had  been  a  subject  of  great  excitement  with  the  presi- 
dent, who  had  come  to  the  determination  of  having  har- 
mony in  his  cabinet  by  some  accommodation  of  this  mat- 
ter. He,  Col.  Johnson,  was  the  friend  of  us  all,  and  had 
now  oome  at  the  request  of  the  president  to  see  whether 
any  thing  /coald  be  done  :  who  thought,  that  when  our 
ladfes  gave  parties,  they  ought  to  invite  Mrs.  Eaton ;  and 
aa  they  had  never  returned  her  call,  if  they  would  leave 
the  first  card  and  open  a  formal  intercourse  in  that  way, 
thepfeSident  would  be  satisfied;  but  unless  something 
was  done  of  this  nature,  he  had  no  doubt,  indeed  he  knew 
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that  the  president  was  resolved  to  have  hanaooy,  and 
would  probably  remove  Mr.  Branch,  Mr.  Berrien  and  my- 
self. I  replied  to  Colonel  Johnson,  that  in  all  matters  of 
official  business,  or  having  any  connection  therewith,  1 
considered  myself  bound  to  maintain  an  open,  frank  and 
harmonious  intercourse  with  the  gentlemen  I  was  asso- 
ciated with.  That  the  president  had  a  right  to  expect  the 
exertion  of  my  best  faculties,  and  the  employment  of  my 
time,  in  the  public  service.  As  to  the  family  of  Mr* 
Eaton,  I  fell  an  obligation  on  me  not  to ,  say  any  thing  to 
aggravate  the  difficulties  which  he  labored  under,  but  to 
observe  a  total  silence  and  neutrality  in  relation  to  the 
reports  about  his  wife,  and  to  inculcate  the  same  course 
as  to  my  family,  and  if  any  other  representations  had  been 
made  to  the  president,  they  were  false.  Having  pre- 
scribed to  myself  this  rule,  and  always  acted  upon  it,  I  had 
done  all  that  the  president  had  a  right  to  expect.  That 
the  society  of  Washington  was  liberally  organized  ;  there 
was  but  one  circle,  into  which  every  person  of  respectable 
character  disposed  to  be  social,  was  readily  admitted, 
without  reference  to  the  circqmstance  of  birth,  fortune  or 
station,  which  operated  in  many  other  places.  That  we 
bad  no  right  to  exert  official  power  to  regulate  its  social 
intercourse.  That  Mrs.  Eaton  had  never  been  received 
by  the  490ciety  here,  and  it  did  not  become  us  to  force  ber 
upon  it ;  that  my  family  had,  therefore,  not  associated  with 
her,  and  had  done  so  with  my  approbation ;  and  that  the 
president  ought  not,  for  the  sake  of  his  own  character,  to 
interfere  in  such  matters.  But  if  he  chose  to  exert  his 
power  to  force  my  family  to  visit  any  body  they  did  not 
choose  to  visit,  he  was  interfering  with  what  belonged  to 
me,  and  no  human  power  should  regulate  the  social  inter- 
course of  my  family,  by  means  of  official  or  any  other 
power  which  I  could  resist  If  I  could  submit  to  such 
control,  1  should  be  unworthy  of  my  station,  and  would 
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despise  myself.  Hiat  it  was  embently  due  to  the  charac- 
ter of  the  president  to  have  it  known  that  he  did  not  inter- 
fere in  such  matters  ;  and  that  the  course  we  had  pursued 
was  preservative  of  his  honor  and  political  standing.  I 
had  taken  my  ground  on  mature  reflection,  as  to  what  was 
due  to  my  family,  my  friends,  and  the  administration, 
without  any  prejudice  to  Major  Eaton  or  his  wife,  and  had 
ftiHy  determined  not  to  change  it,  whatever  might  be  the 
consequence. 

'*Col.  Johnson  said  that  he  had  been  requested  by  the 
president  to  have  a  conversation  with  the  secretarj  of  the 
navy  and  the  attorney  general  also  ;  but,  from  what  I  had 
said,  he  supposed  it  would  be  of  no  avail.  The  president 
expressed  a  hope  that  our  families  would  have  been  wil- 
ling to  invite  Mrs.  Eaton  to  their  large  parties,  to  give 
the  appearance  of  an  ostensible  intercourse,  adding  that 
he  was  so  much  excited  that  he  was  like  a  roaring  lion. 
He  had  heard  that  the  lady  of  a  foreign  minister  had  join- 
ed in  the  conspiracy  against  Mrs.  Eaton,  and  he  had  sworn 
that  he  would  send  her  and  her  husband  home  if  he  could 
not  put  an  end  to  such  doings.  I  replied,  that  it  could 
hardly  be  possible  that  the  president  contemplated  such  a 
step.  Col.  Johnson  replied  that  he  certainly  did  ;  and 
again  remarked  that  it  seemed  to  be  useless  for  him  to  see 
Mr.  Branch  and  Mr.  Berrien.  I  told  him  that  each  of  us 
had  taken  our  course  upon  our  own  views  of  the  proprie- 
ty without  concert;  and  that  he  ought  not  to  consider  me 
as  answering  for  any  but  myself.  He  then  proposed  that 
I  should  meet  him  at  Mr.  Branch's  and  invite  Mr.  Berrien, 
that  evening  at  seven  o'clock  ;  which  was  agreed  to. 
Ckd.  Johnson  came  to  my  house  about  six,  and  we  went 
op  to  Mr.  Berrien's,  having  first  sent  for  Mr.  Branch. 
On  our  way  to  Mr.  Berrien's,  Col.  Johnson  remarked  that 
the  president  had  informed  hhn  that  he  would  invite  Mr. 
Branch,  Mr.  Berrien  and  myself,  to  meet  him  on  the  next 
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Friday,  when  he  would  inform  uf^  in  Ike  presenoe  of  Dr. 
Ely,  of  his  determination ;  and  if  we  did  not  agree  to 
comply  with  his  wishes,  he  would  expect  us  to  send  in 
our  resignations. 

<<  Upon  our  arrival  at  Mr.  Berrien's,  Col.  Johnson  re- 
newed the  subject  in  presence  of  him  and  Got.  Branch, 
and  repeated  substantially,  though  I  though^  rather  moxe 
qualifiedly,  what  he  had  said  to  meu  He  did  not  go  m 
much  into  detail,  nor  do  I  recollect  whether  he  mentioned 
the  president's  remarks  as  to  the  lady  above  mentioned 
and  Dr.  Ely — those  gentlemen  will  better  recoUect..  Mi; 
Branch  and  Mr.  Berrien  replied,  as  unequivocally  as  I  had 
done,  that  they  would  never  consent  to  have  the  sooial  re^ 
lations  of  their  families  controlled  by  any  power  what- 
ever but  their  own.  Mr.  Branch,  Mr.  Berrien,  and  my^ 
self  went  the  same  evening  to  a  party  at  CoL  Towson's 
where  a  report  was  current  that  we  were  to  be  removed 
forthwith,  of  which  I  had  no  doubt  at  the  time. 

''  The  next  morning  Col.  J.  came  to  my  house,  and  said 
that  he  ought  perhaps  to  have  been  more  ^rank  last  eve- 
ning, and  toki  as  positively  that  the  president  had  finally 
determined  on  our  removal  from  office,  unless  we  agreed 
at  once  that  our  families  shoidd  visit  Mrs.  Eaton,  and  »- 
vite  her  to  their  hrge  fmrties  ;  and  that  he  had  made  ujp 
his  mind  to  designarte  Mr.  Dickins  to  take  charge  of  Ite 
treasury  department,  and  Mr.  Kendall  ta  take  ehai^e  of 
the  navy  department,  and  Would  find  an  atteniesy  genend 
somewhere.  I  observed  that  my  coarse  Was  fixed»  ^ad 
could  not  be  changed  for  all  the  offiees  in  the  prettdeoti 
gift ;  and  it  made  no  more  difierenee  to  me  than  to  aa(f 
other  person  whom  ths  president  designated  to  tikte  W^ 
place.  In  the  evening  of  the  Mtne  day,  CoL  J.  oalled 
again,  and  informed  me  that  he  had  ju^  been  wHh  the 
president,  who  had  drawn  up  a  paper  etplaaatory  of  whAt 
he  had  intended  and  es^neeted  ipf  us^  ihH  seilie  of  Wl 
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y«NWf8%t  fMiMii  haA  hsm  with  bim  Car  several  hours  ; 
lim  ius  pmsim^  Imd  mifasidsd,  and  he  had  eotirely  chaogsd 
.his  gmmi  :  he  would  not  insist  on  our  families  visiti<ig 
ttnu  Boioo  ;  he  oely  wished  us  to  asMst  in  putting  down 
the  siandem  agamst  her  ;  that  he  believed  her  innocent, 
«nd  be  thought  our  fanailies  ought  to  do  what  they  could 
So  suslaia  kev,  if  Ihey  could  not  visit  her ;  and  that  he 
«rished  to  see  me  the  next  day.  Coi.  Johnsoa  added  that 
4he  piradent  had  beea  exceedingly  excited  for  several 
^lays,  but  was  now  perfectly  calm  and  mild.  The  next 
day  I  waited  on  the  president,  and  opened  the  subject  by 
stating  that  Col.  Johnson  had  informed  me  that  he  wished 
to  see  me  ;  to  which  he  assented,  and  went  into  a  long 
argument  to  show  how  innocent  a  woman  Mrs.  Eaton  was, 
and  bow  much  she  had  been  persecuted,  and  mentioned 
Ae  names  of  a  number  of  ladies  who  had  been  active  in 
pevtecution,  and  diat  the  lady  of  a  foreign  minister 
I  aleo  one  of  the  conspirators ;  adding  that  he  would 
aend  her  and  ber  husband  hofKie,  and  teach  him  and  his 
naster  that  a  wife  of  a  member  of  his  cabinet  was  not 
to  be  thus  treated;  tfiat  Mrs.  Eaton  was  as  pure  and 
chaste  as  Mrs.  Donelson's  infant  daughter,  but  there  was 
a  coo^ination  here  among  a  oumber  of  ladies,  not  those 
at  the  *heads  of  departments,  to  drive  her  out  of  society, 
and  to' drive  her  husband  out  of  of&ce  ;  but  he  would  be 
out  mto  inch  {neces  on  the  rack,  before  he  would  suffer 
him  or  his  wife  to  be  injured  by  their  vile  calumnies  ;  that 
he  was  resolved  to  have  harmony  in  his  cabinet,  and  he 
wished  us  to  join  in  putting  down  the  slanders  against 
'Mrs.  Eaton.  I  observed  to  the  president  that  I  had  never 
considered  it  incumbent  on  me  to  investigate  the  character 
of  Mrs.  Eaton ;  such  a  service  did  not,  in  my  judgment, 
ioome  within  the  scope  of  my  duties  to  the  government ; 
it  belonged  to  society  alone  to  determine  such  matters. 
l%e  poweir  of  the  administration  could  not  change  the 
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Opinion  of  the  community,  even  if  it  could  be  properly 
used  to  control  the  relations  of  domestic  life  in  any  case. 
The  society  of  Washinton  must  be  the  best  judges  of 
whom  it  ought  to  receive.  I  regretted  the  difficulties 
which  Major  Eaton  labored  under,  and  had  felt  it  to 
be  my  duty  not  to  aggravate  them.  I  had  intended  at  an 
early  day  to  have  had  a  conversation  with  him  on  the  sub- 
ject, with  a  view  to  have  our  social  relation  defined ;  but 
no  opportunity  had  offered  without  volunteering  one,  and 
it  bad  not  been  done  in  that  way.  The  course  I  had  ttf- 
ken,  was,  however,  adopted  with  ^eat  care,  to  save  his 
feelings  as  much  as  possible,  consistent  with  what  was  due 
to  my  family,  and  the  community  with  which  we  were  as- 
sociated. I  consider  the  charge  of  my  family  to  be  a 
sacred  trust,  belonging  exclusively  to  myself  as  a  member 
of  society.  The  administration  had  nothing  to  do  with 
it,  more  than  with  that  of  any  other  individual,  and  polit- 
ical power  could  not  be  properly  exerted  over  their  social 
intercourse,  and  it  was  important  to  his  reputation  to  have 
it  understood  that  he  did  not  interfere  in  such  matters. 
That  I  was  not  aware  of  any  want  of  harmony  in  the 
cabinet ;  1  had  not  seen  the  slightest  symptom  of  such  a 
feeling  in  its  deliberations  and  I  was  perfectly  certain  that 
my  official  conduct  had  never  been  influenced  in  the  slight- 
est degree  by  a  feeling  of  that  nature. 

'*  I  saw  no  ground,  therefore,  for  the  least  change  on  my 
part  in  this  respect.  To  which  the  president  replied  in  a 
changed  tone,  that  he  had  the  most  entire  confidence  in 
my  integrity  and  capacity  in  executing  the  duties  of  the 
department,  and  expressed  his  perfect  satisfaction,  in  that 
.  respect,  with  my  whole  conduct ;  he  had  never  supposed 
for  a  moment  that  my  official  acts  had  been  influenced  in 
the  least  degree  by  any  unkind  feeling  towards  Maj.  EUiton; 
and  he  did  not  mean  to  insist  on  our  families  visiting  Mrs. 
ESaton.     He  had  been  much  excited,  for  some  time  past^ 
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by  the  combinatioD  against  her,  and  he  wished  us  to  aid 
him  in  putting  down  their  slanders,  adding  that  she  was 
excluded  from  most  of  the  invitations  to  parties;  and,  when 
invited  she  was  insulted  ;  that  the  lady  of  a  foreign  mini- 
ster before  referred  to,  had  insulted  her  at  Baron  Krude- 
iier*s  party. 

^  I  remarked,  that  some  injustice  might  be  done  to  that 
lady  on  that  occasion  ;  although  she  might  not  choose  to 
associate  with  Mrs.  Eaton,  I  did  not  think  she  intended  to 
insult  her ;  she  might  have  supposed  that  there  was  some 
design,  not  altogether  respectful  to  herself  in  the  offer  of 
the  attendance  to  supper  of  the  secretary  of  war,  whose 
wife  she  did  not  visit ;  instead  of  that  of  the  secretary  of 
state,  which,  according  to  the  usual  practice,  she  probably 
considered  herself  entitled  to.  I  was  present,  and  saw 
most  of  what  had  happened.  She  evidently  thought  her- 
self aggrieved  at  something,  but  acted  with  much  dignity 
on  the  occasion.  I  saw  no  appearance  of  insult  oilered  to 
Mrs.  Eaton.  He  replied  that  he  had  been  fully  informed, 
and  knew  all  about  it ;  and  but  for  certain  reasons  which 
he  mentioned,  he  would  have  sent  the  foreign  minister  be- 
fore referred  to,  and  his  wife,  home  immediately. 

"  After  some  further  conversation  on  this  and  other  mat- 
ters, in  which  I  consider  the  president  as  having  entire- 
ly waived  the  demand  made  through  Col.  Johnson,  that 
my  family  must  visit  Mrs.  Eaton,  as  the  conditioq  of  my 
remaining' in  office,  and  in  which  he  expressed  himself  in 
terms  of  personal  kindness  towards  me,  I  took  my  leave. 
He  did  not  show  me,  or  read  any  paper  on  the  subject." 

The  statement  I  have  quoted  was  signed  by  Mr.  Ingham 
and  Mr.  Branch,  and  Mr.  Berrien  certified  to  its  accura- 
cy and  correctness. 

Afterwards  Col.  Johnson,  in  a  letter  addressed  by  him 
to  Mr.  Berrien,  alleged  that  he  had  been  misunderstood. 
Ho  says,  ''I  find  that  you  understood  me  to  say  that  the 
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president  would  at  least  expect  the  myitatiaci  of  Mm.  {lik- 
ton  when  you  gave  large  aad  geperai  partiea*  The  pma- 
dent  oever  did  directly  or  iodireetly  express  or  iatiKiiate 
such  an  expectatioa  He  informed  me  that  he  bad  been 
induoed  to  believe  that  a  part  of  his  cabinet  bad  »tai^ 
into  a  combination  to  drive  Maj.  Eaton  from  it,  by  excii^ 
ding  him  and  bis  family  from  society ;  that  be  bad  been 
also  informed  that  the  suocessive  parties  to  which  yoii  a)- 
hade  was  a  link  in  the  chain ;  that  attemps  bad  been  mtiAp 
even  upon  foreign  ministers  to  exclude  Miy.  Baton  asd 
bis  family  from  their  parties  :  that  such  a  state  of  tbi^fi 
gave  him  great  distress :  that  he  was  determined  at  a)l 
hazards  to  have  harmony  in  his  cabinet  He  thet^  read  a 
paper  containing  the  principles  upon  which  he  intended  to 
act.  In  my  conversation  with  you,  I  referred  to  tbis  pa- 
per. No  doubt  it  is  now  in  existence^  It  disclaio^od  4)! 
intentions,  on  the  part  of  the  president,  to  v^gulate*  in  i$9f 
manner  whatever,  tfie  private  or  social  intercourse  ai  tbp 
members  of  his  cabinet  As  a  mutual  friend  I  called  upofi 
you  and,  as  a  peace  maker,  my  object  was  to  iw|o  |l)p 
above  communication  in  the  moat  delicate  manner  pom- 
ble.  During  our  conversajtios,  in  the  anxiety  of  my  heavt 
to  serve  my  friend  and  my  country,  it  was  J  alood>  upon 
my  own  responsibility,  who  made  the  si;fg9estioiior  proper 
sition,  or  rather  inquiry^  whether  you  OMuld  not,  at  tbque 
large  and  promiscuous  parties^  invite  Maj.  Saton  and  bis 
family.  From  the  total  social  non-intercomae  of  tif^ 
members  of  the  cabinet,  the  want  of  barmony  was  in&r*- 
red,  more  than  from  any  other  circumstance ;  and  mj  da- 
sire  WBS  to  remedy  that  evil  by  the  suggestion  or  inquiry 
which  I  made.  It  would  have  been  an  ahsoliitp,  uaqaaii- 
fied,  and  total  misrepresentation  of  his  views,  if  I  had 
represented  the  president  as  makiaig  any  such  demand. 
You  will  therefore  perceive  that  you  have  fallen  into  the 
mistake  of  supposii:^  that  I  attributed  to  him  what  was 
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the  spontaoeoue,  sole,  and  isdapendcat  suggMlioa  of  mj 
own  mind." 

Whether  Col.  Johnson  was,  in  fact,  misunderstood  by 
Mr^  Ii^balD  and  Im  ooHeagu6s;  or  if  they  understood 
bim  correctly,  whetker  hia  verbal  or  writlen  statement 
•efiftains  ihe  true  versiao  of  Gem  Jaekson's  iaatruotions  to 
hii|i,  the  reader  will,  of  course,  decide  acooidiog  to  the 
Convictions  of  his  own  mindi  It  apfiearr  diat  thii^  re* 
BMuaed  in  the  position  they  were  wbea  Mr.  Ingham  held 
the  last  conversatioii  with  the  preaadent,  aa  mentioned  at 
the  close  of  his  statement,  that  nothing  was  made  pnUio 
an  the  subject,  except  by  vague  and  uncertttn  rumors ; 
and  that  the  cabinet  went  on  apparently  in  harmony,  ontil 
wsiore  than  a  year  afterwards.  On  the  lllh  A{Nilt  1831, 
Mn  Van  Buren  addressed  a  letter  to  die'  pmsideiit,  in 
which  he  resigned  hia  office  as  secretary  of  state ;  and  oa 
the  same  day,  or  day  following,  Major  Eaton  resigned 
the  office  of  secretary  of  war.  The  causes  which  Mr.  Van 
Buren  aasigned  for  his  resignation,  was  his  belief,  that  if 
he  should  continue  in  the  cabinet,  that  circumstaaee  would 
tend  io  increase  and  embitter  the  dispates  about  a  succes- 
sor to  General  Jackson  ;  and  that  such  cotftinuanoe  wottU 
Strengthen  and  increase  the  opposition  to  the  admintatra^ 
tion.  The  president,  on  the  next  day,  refdied  to  Mr.  Vaa 
Buren,  accepting  his  resigtelioii,  and  apeidcing  of  his  aer- 
vices  in  the  most  complkneyitary  and  laudatoary  terms. 
He  also  accepted  the  reaJgnation  of  Mt.  Eaton«  One 
week  afterwards,  it  would  seem  that  the  i^pasident,  io  a 
separate  interview  with  each  of  the  4rtber  secretarial^ 
(Messrs.  Ingham  and  Branch,  and  the  atto^mey^  0eMrai» 
Mr.  Berrien,)  intimated  to  them  hia  wish  that  they  wouU 
resign.  The  principles  upon  which  Gen*  Jackson  acted, 
are  developed,  so  far  as  be  chose  to  develope  them,  in  a 
kind  of  circular,  addressed  to  each  of  his  cabinet  mwslecs 
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iipon  accepting  their  resignations.     The  following  is  the 
communication  he  addressed  to  Grov.  Branch  : 

''  Washington,  April  20,  1831.  • 
'*  Sir — Last  evening  1  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter of  that  date,  tendering  your  rssignation  of  the  office 
of  secretary  of  the  navy.  When  the  resignation  of  the 
secretary  of  state  and  secretary  of  war  were  tendered,  I 
considered  fully  the  reasons  offered,  and  all  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  subject  After  mature  delibe- 
ration, I  concioded  to  accept  those  resignations.  But 
when  this  c<Miclusion  was  come  to,  it  was  accompanied 
with  a  conviction  that  I  must  entirely  renew  my  cabinet 
Its  members  had  been  invited  by  me  to  the  stations  they 
occupied-^it  had  come  together  in  great  harmony,  and  as 
a  unit  Under  the  circumstances  in  which  I  found  my- 
self, I  could  not  but  perceive  the  propriety  of  selecting  a 
cabinet  composed  of  entirely  new  materials,  as  being  cal- 
culated, in  this  respect  at  least,  to  command  public  confi- 
dence and  satisfy  public  opinion.  Neither  could  I  be  in-- 
sensible  to  the  fact  that,  to  permit  two  only  to  retire, 
would  be  to  afibrd  room  for  unjust  misconceptions  and 
malignant  misrepresentatioos  concerning  the  influence  of 
their  particular  presence  upon  the  conduct  cf  public  af- 
fairs. Justice  to  the  individuals  whose  public  spirit  had 
impelled  theih  to  tender  their  resignations,  also  required 
then,  in  my  opinion,  the  decision  which  I  have  stated, 
however  painful  to  my  ovim  feelings^  it  became  necessary 
that  I  should  frankly  make  known  to  you  my  views  of  the 
whole  subject 

**  In  accepting  of  your  resignation,  it  is  with  great  plea- 
sure that  I  bear  testimony  to  the  integrity  and  zeal  with 
which  you  have  managed  the  concerns  of  the  navy.  In 
your  discharge  of  all  the  duties  of  your  office,  over  which 
I  have  any  control,  I  have  been  fully  satisfied;  and  in  your 
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retirement,  you  carry  with  you  my  best  wishes  for  your 
prosperity  and  happiness. 

<^It  is  expected  that  you  will  continue  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  your  office  until  a  successor  is  appointed. 

'- 1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most 
obedient  servant  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

"  John  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy." 

The  allegation  of  a  want  of  harmony  in  the  cabinet,  so 
far  as  related  to  measures,  was  utterly  unfounded.  In  re- 
spect to  the  principles  on  which  the  government  pught  to 
be  conducted,  the  cabinet,  to  use  General  Jackson's  favor- 
ite expression,  was  '<  m  uniV^  The  only  ostensible  dif^ 
ference  was  that  which  has  been  related  in  respect  to  the 
propriety  of  visiting  and  receiving  visits  from  Mrs.  Eaton; 
and  therefore  Mr.  Ingham  and  his  colleagues  soon  pub* 
lished  what  I  have  above  quoted  as  the  sole  cause  of  dif- 
ference. The  real  cause,  however,  must  have  been  a  dif* 
ference  of  opinion  as  to  the  successor  of  the  then  presi- 
dential incumbent,  connected  with  the  dispute  about  the 
reception  of  Mrs.  Eaton  in  the  fashionable  circles  at 
Washington. 

The  movement  on  the  part  pf  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  juf 
dicious.  He  rightly  judged  that  it  would  be  utterly  im- 
possible for  him,  even  with  the  aid  of  Gen.  Jackson,  to 
unite  the  democratic  party  in  his  favor,  so  long  as  a  ma- 
jority of  the  cabinet  with  which  he  was  associated  were 
warmly  in  favor  of  so  formidable  a  rival  as  John  C.  CaK 
houn. 

After  this  explosion,  evidently  produced  by  the  appro^ 
bation  and  advice  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  Mr.  Calhoun  kept 
no  terms  either  with  Van  Buren  or  Jackson,  and  accord- 
ingly we  find  at  a  public  dinner  given  to  Mr.  Calhoun  at . 
Pendleton,  in  South  Carolina,  a  short  time  after  .these  oc- 
curpences  at  Washington,  the  ordinary  and  formal  toast  to 
the  president  was  omitted,  and,  as  was  intimated  in  a 
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Charleston  paper,  intentionally  omitted  ;  and  the  first 
toast  drank  was  evidently  intended  as  a  severe  reflection 
opon  the  political  character  of  Van  Buren,  although  he 
was  not  named  in  it.  Before,  however,  the  party  cbro^e 
up,  the  following  toast  was  drunk  : 

'*  Martxn,  Van  Buren — 'Ah  that  dbceit  should  steal  such 
gentle  shapes^  and  with  a  virtuous  visor  hide  deep  vicei^"' 

Mr.  Van  Buren  was  shortly  afterwards  appointed  by 
the  president  minister  to  London,  and  Mr.  Eaton  was  also 
sent  abroad  oh  a  foreign  mission. 

On  the  third  of  June  the  convention  of  national  repub- 
licans, which  was  projected  the  preceding  winter,  assem« 
bled  at  Albany.  It  was  highly  respectable,  both  for  num- 
bers and  the  character  of  the  members.  Peter  R.  tav- 
ingston,  the  old  senator  from  Dutchess  county,  was  ap^ 
pointed  president.  Upon  taking  his  seat  he  addressed  the 
convention  in  a  very  felicitous  manner.  He  spoke  in  the 
most  laudatory  terms  of  Mr.  Clay.  He  condemned  the 
measures  of  the  administration,  and  alluded  in  a  manner 
extremely  sarcastic,  to  the  disbanded  "  unit  cabinet "  of 
(Seneral  Jackson.  Something  like  a  state  organization 
was  attempted,  and  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  and  Ambrose 
Spencer,  and  thirty-six  others,  were  chosen  delegates  to 
the  national  convention.  Judge  Spencer  attended,  upon 
special  invitation,  the  state  convention  at  Albany,  and  be- 
fore they  adjourned  addressed  that  assembly  at  considera- 
ble length.  Judge  Spencer  had  formerly  been  inclined  to 
support  Gen.  Jackson,  and  indeed  had,  during  Mr.  Ad- 
amses administration,  expressed  a  most  decided  opinion 
against  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Clay  as  secretary  of  state. 
He  was  now  very  ardent  in  his  opposition  to  the  former, 
«nd  in  his  support  of  the  latter. 

The  convention  adopted  a  number  of  spirited  resolu- 
tions, in  one  of  which  they  recommended  Henry  Clay  as 
a  suitable  person  to  be  supported  for  president  of  the 


lAiited  States.  'Hi^y  also  published  an  address  to  the 
people  of  the  stftte,  signed  by  Mr.  Livingston  as  president, 
John  D.  Dickinson  and  Herman  H.  Bogart,  vice-presi- 
d^lnts,  and  Joseph  Hoxie  and  Orrin  FoHet,  secretaries. 

In  May,  Henry  Seymour  resigned  the  office  of  canal 
commissioner,  and  the  governor  soon  afterwards,  in  the 
recess  of  the  legislature,  appointed  Jonas  Earll  of  Onon- 
daga in  his  place. 

It  is  due  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Seymour  to  say,  that 
DO^rithstanding  the  immense  amount  of  moneys  which 
passed  through  his  hands,  and  the  many  and  vastly  impor- 
tant contracts  made  by  him  on  the  part  of  the  state,  that 
not  the  least  suspicion  has  ever  been  breathed  against  the 
purity  of  bis  character  und  conduct,  fie  was  in  all  re- 
spects  a  correct  business  tnan.  Of  his  urbanity  and  cour- 
tesy I  have  already  spoken. 

James  Monroe,  late  president  of  the  Vnited  States,  died 
on  the  4th  day  of  July.  Thus,  three  out  of  the  five  de- 
ceased presidents  died  on  the  anniversary  day  of  Ameri- 
can Independence.  May  not  the  fact  be,  that  those  dis- 
tinguil^ed -men  were  excited  more  than  ordinary  men  on 
that  day,  and  to  a  degree  exceeding  the  strength  of  their 
enfeebled  and  worn  out  animal  powers  T 

Very  little  excitement  prevailed  at  the  November  annu- 
al election.  The  large  anti-masonic  majorities  in  the 
counties,  composing  what  was  called  the  infected  district, 
rendered  all  efforts  hopeless  on  the  part  of  the  Jackson 
party  to  overcome  it,  and  of  course  no  great  efforts  were 
made.  The  same  remark  is  applicable  to  most  of  the  inte- 
rior counties,  the  counties  bordering  on  Hudson's  river,  the 
city  of  New-York,  and  the  Long  Island  counties.  There 
all  resistence  to  the  Jackson  party  seemed  vain,  and  indeed 
very  little  was  made.  In  general,  so  far  as  there  was  any 
change,  it  was  apparently  against  the  anti-masons.  In 
some  counties,  however,  the}  gained  from  tne  last  year  or 
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two.  In  the  county  of  Otsego  for  instance,  where,  in 
1829,  Mr.  Beardsley  obtained  more  than  1,200  majority 
over  Mr.  Mumford,  the  anti-masonic  candidate ;  both  the 
sheriff  and  clerk  supported  by  the  anti-masons  were  elect- 
ed. But  the  success  of  the  anti-masonic  candidate  for 
sheriff  was  owing  to  some  local  causes  and  personal  diffi- 
culties, and  the  triumph  of  the  candidate  of  that  party 
(Horace  Lathrop)  for  clerk,  w^  undoubtedly  produced  by 
his  great  and  deserved  personal  popularity. 

The  Jackson  party  succeeded  in  electing  their  senators 
in  all  the  districts  except  the  eighth. 

The  senators  chosen  were  : 
Prom  the  First  District,  Mr.  Cropsy, 
*^  Second    do.,    Alien  Macdonald, 


Third 

do.. 

John  W.  Edmondsi 

Fourth 

do., 

Josiah  Fisk, 

Fifth 

do.. 

Robert  Lansing, 

Sixth 

do., 

John  McDowell, 

Seventh  do., 

Mr.  Hakey, 

Eighth 

do., 

John  BirdsalL 

In  the  assembly  there  was  a  large  Jackson  ooigorily. 
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CHAPTER  XXXVIIL 

rOUTICAL  ANTi-BIAflQKBT. 

Not  having  myself  been  personally  acquainted  with  the 
political  action  of  the  party  called  anti-masons,  I  took  the 
liberty  of  requesting  a  gentleman,  eminent  for  his  stand- 
ingand  talents,  who,  during  the  prevalence  of  the  excite- 
ment on  the  subject  of  masonry,  resided  and  still  resides 
in  one  of  our  western  cities,  and  who  wlBis  himself  a  lead- 
ing and  efficient  anti-mason,  to  furnish  me  with  a  state- 
ment which  should  present  a  sketch  of  the  history  of  that 
singular  political  association.  He  has  been  so  obliging  as 
to  send  me  the  following  brief  account,  which  I  here  in- 
sert precisely  as  written  out  by  him  : 

In  the  year  1826  an  event  occurred,  which  in  its  con- 
sequences, became  the  foundation  of  a  new  political  party, 
based  upon  principles  before  unknown  in  the  political  his- 
tory of  the  state,  but  which,  in  its  progress  had  an  impor 
tant  influence  upon  its  political  character.  It  will  be  at 
onoe  perceived  that  the  event  alluded  to  is  the  abduction 
of  William  Moi^an  and  the  new  political  party  denomi- 
nated the  anti-masonic  party. 

It  seems  necessary  to  advert  briefly  to  the  causes  of  the 
existence  of  this  party,  and  to  the  facts  which  brought  it 
into  life.  On  the  11th  of  September,  1836,  William 
Morgan  was  sdzed,  at  Batavia,  upon  a  criminal  charge,  by 
a  company  of  men  who  came  from  Canandaigua,  and 
carried  eastward  to  Canandaigua  as  a  prisoner  for  exami- 
nation. He  was  acquitted  of  the  criminal  charge  but  was 
immediately  arrested  upon  a  civil  process  for  a  trifling 
debt, — Judgment  obtained,  and  execution  'issued,  and 
Morgan  imprisoned  upon  such  execution  in  the  jail  al 

X  *  Hod.  rMdanck  Whlnteny. 
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Canandaigua.  The  next  night  he  was  discharged  from 
this  imprisonmeht  by  those  who  had  procured  him  to  be 
arrested,  and  taken  from  the  prisoa  after  0  o'clock  in  the 
evening. 

Immediately  after  he  left  the  prison  doors,  he  was  seized 
by  those  who  had  procured  his  dischurge,  gagged,  bouad 
and  thrust  into  a  carriage  in  waiting  for  the  purpose^  and 
carried  westwardly  towards  Rochester.  It  is  now  known  ' 
that  he  was  carried  by  relays  of  horsesy  and  through  the 
agency  of  many  dtfferent  individuals^  in  bondage  and  se- 
crecy,  until  he  was  securely  deposited  in  the  magazine  of 
Fort  Niagara^  at  the  mouth  of  the  Niagara  river.  This 
unprecedented  outragie,  though  committed  with  such  bold- 
ness, was  at  the  same  time  guarded  by  bo  many  precau- 
tions, that  it  WAS  impossible,  for  a  long  time,  to  penetrate 
the  veil  of  secrecy  with  which  the  conspirators  had  coit^ 
ceaied  their  movements. 

The  outn^  itself  was  preceded  by  circiirostances  which, 
by  pointing  out  the  probable  motives^  directed  suspicioB 
to  its  probable  authors.  Morgan  was  understood  to  be 
engaged  in  the  puUication  of  a  book  professing  to  reveal 
the  secrets  of  some  of.  the  degrees  of  free  masonry.  Tins 
contemplated  puUtcation  aroused  the  aager  of  the  mto« 
bers  of  the  fraternity,  and  they  were,  or  at  least  large 
numbers  of  them  in  the  vicinity,  were  infatuated  eooogfa  to 
detenhine  to  suppress  that  publi6ation  at  all  evetit&  Pre- 
vious to  the  violent  seizure  above  mentioned,  several 
forcible  attempts  had  been  ineffisctually  made  to  suf^mss  < 
dM»  obnoxiooB  forthcoming  worL  The  citizens  in  tte  vi- 
cinity pf  Batavia  were  aware  o{  this  feelilig  on  the  part 
of  the  mesons  in  their  neighborhood,  and  of  the  unwar- 
rantable efforts  made  by  them  to  suppress  the  publication, 
and  they  thus  had  a  due  to  the  motive  for  Uie  perpetra- 
tidn  of  this  foul  jiffst  pf  vidence. 
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Ab  BOoh  as  they  ascertained  that  Morgan  had  been  thus 
seized  by  violence,  and  had  disappeared  in  an  unaccounta- 
ble manner,  after  his  discharge  from  the  custody  of  the  law 
they  determind^  with  a  commendable  zeal  and  spirit,  to 
investigate  the  case,  and  if  a  crime  had  been  committed, 
to  hnnt  out  its  perpetrators.  A  committee  was  appointed 
by  a  public  meeting,  held  for  tliis  purpose  at  Batavia,  who 
immediately  entered  upon  their  duties  by  searching  in- 
quiries after  Morgan,  instituted  at  Canandaigua.  They 
were  unable  to  ascertain  any  thing  further  at  that  time, 
than  that  Morgan  was  discharged  from  his  imprisonment, 
and  immediately  afterwards  foi^cibly  seized,  thrust  into  ? 
carriage,  and  driven  off  towards  Rochester  in  the  night 
time.  As  soon  as  the  facts  ascertained  by  this  committee 
were  made  public,  it  produced  no  little  excitement  in  the 
piiblic  mind  in  reilatioil  to  the  transaction.  The  facts  so 
ascertained  upon  undoubted  authority,  proved*  the  perpe- 
tration of  a  great  crime,  and  inspired  a  dark  and  dreadful 
suspicion,  that  the  crime  Was  not  unattended  with  the  un- 
la^al  shedding  of  blood.  The  circumstances  attending 
it,  indicated  an  extended  conspiracy,  much  deliberation 
and  forethought,  many  agents,  and  a  powerful  motive 
which  could  impose  such  entire  secresy  upon  so  many 
actors  in  such  extended  operations.  Citizens  in  other 
ptaces,  and  particularly  in  the  towns  through  which  cir- 
cumstances indicated  that  Morgan  was  carried,  held  simi- 
lai"  meetings  to  that  which  had  been  hoMen  at  Batavia, 
and  appointed  similar  committees  to  investigate  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  Morgan's  disappearance.  The  sim- 
ple object  of  all  tfae^  meetings  was  to  find  out  a  great 
crime — a  crime  without  exainple— committed  in  a  commu- 
nity usually  peaceful  tod  obedient  to  the  laws,  and  to  see 
that  the  good  character  of  that  community  shodld  not  suf- 
fer a  stain,  nor  the  majesty  of  the  laws  be  impaired  by  the' 
oontinued  impunity  of  soch  an  aggravated  crime. 
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There  was  thus  early,  no  political  object  or  motiye 
which  entered  into  the  moyementB  of  the  people  or  of 
their  committees.  The  political  parties  in  the  state  at  that 
time  were  commonly  designated  as  the  Cllntonian  and 
Bucktaii  parties.  At  the  November  election,  in  1826,  De 
Witt  Clinton  was  the  candidate  for  governor  of  the  forooer 
party,  and  William  B.  Rochester  of  the  Iat1;er.  Judge 
Rochester's  friends  in  the  west  had  strong  confidence  in 
his  election,  and  the  better  informed  of  them  more  feared 
a  want  of  heartiness  and  confidence  among  their  own  po- 
litical friends  at  the  east,  than  they  did  the  actuaj  strength 
of  the  Clintonian  party.  The  outrage  was  committed  be- 
fore the  election  was  held,  and  as  the  public  mind  was 
very  considerably  excited  by  the  pending  political  cam* 
paign,  less  attention  was  paid  to  this  incident  as  a  politi- 
cal matter.  There  were,  doubtless,  even  at  that  time, 
some  few  persons  in  Genesee  county,  who  believed  that 
the  masons,  as  a  body,  were  implicated  in  the  outrage,  and 
who  refused  to  vote  for  Mr.  Clinton  in  consequence  of  his 
high  masonic  office  ;  but  as  Judge  Rochester  was  also  a 
mason,  though  not  of  so  elevated  a  grade,  this  feeling  could 
hardly  be  brought  into  action  effectually,  and  in  point  of 
fact,  it  is  believed  that  it  did  not  influence  any  considera- 
ble number  of  votes  in  the  election  of  1826.  The  public 
meetings  which  were  held,  were  composed  indiscriminately 
of  members  of  both  political  parties ;  the  committees  ap- 
pointed were  constituted  in  the  same  way ;  and  the  object 
avowed  was  the  high  and  praisworthy  one  of  investigate 
ing  a  crime,  which  had  been  perpetrated  against  the  liber- 
ty, if  not  the  life,  of  a  fellow  American  citizen.  In  many 
places  the  masons  were  invited  to  attend  the  meetings, 
and  assist  in  the  investigation ;  and  were  told,  if  they 
wished  to  avert  a  blot  from  their  escutchion,  and  protect, 
themselves  from  susfHcion,  they  should  give  their  personal 
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and  efficieDt  aid  in  vindicating  the  violated  majesty  of  the 
laws. 

The  coinixiittee  met  with  more  obstacles  in  tracing  the 
route  of  Morgan  than  usually  attends  criminal  investiga- 
tions efficiently  prosecuted.  They  could  trace  him  as  far 
as  Rochester,  and  it  was  a  long  time  before  the  clue  was 
found  by  which  he  was  finally  traced  to  Port  Niagara. 
The  very  difficulties  interposed  to  the  investigation  in- 
ereased  the  excitement  in  the  public  mind.  There  were 
some  who  early  implicated  the  whole  masonic  fraternity 
in  the  guilt  of  the  transaction.  This,  however,  was  not 
at  first  the  general  public  sentiment ;  but  when,  as  the  in- 
vestigation proceeded,  it  was  found  that  all  those  implica- 
ted in  the  transaction  were  masons ;  that  with  scarce  an 
exception  no  mason  aided  in  the  investigation ;  that  the 
whole  crime  was  made  a  matter  of  ridicule  by  the  masons, 
and  even  justified  by  them  openly  and  publicly  ;  that  the 
power  of  the  laws  was  defied  by  them,  and  the  committees 
taunted  with  their  inability  to  bring  the  criminals  to  pun- 
ishment before  tribunals  where  judges,  sheriflTs,  jurors  and 
witnesses  were  masons  ;  that  witnesses  were  mysteriously 
spirited  away,  and  the  committees  themselves  personally 
vilified  and  abused  for  acts  which  deserved  commendation, 
the  impression  spread  rapidly  and  seized  a  strong  hold 
upon  the  popular  judgment,  that  the  masonic  institution 
was  in  fact  responsible  for  this  daring  crime. 

Upon  this  particular  point  the  public  at  the  west  early 
began  to  divide  into  parties  and  take  sides,  not  as  a  politi- 
cal question  at  first,  but  upon  the  fact  whether  the  mason- 
ic institution,  and  masons  generally,  were  essentially  and^ 
morally  guilty  of  the  crime  which  had  been  perpetrated. 
The  unexpected  and  unusual  obstacles  and  difficulties 
thrown  in  the  way  of  the  investigation,  and  the  infatuated 
and  indefensible  conduct  of  many  individual  masons,  in 
relation  to  the  whole  affair,  stimulated  public  felling  to  the 
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highest  pitch  of  excitement.  The  sjurit  and  energy  of  Ihe 
people  certainly  increased  under  the  difficulties  attending 
the  examination,  but  it  may  be  questionable  whether  their 
coolness  and  discretion  wer^  improved.  Heated  by  the 
novelty  of  the  crime,  the  mystery  in  which  it  was  shroud- 
ed, the  thousand  wild  and  exaggerated  rumors  which  such 
novelty  and  mystery  were  well  calculated  to  set  afloat  and 
keep  alive,  there  were  not  wanting  those  who  denounced 
the  institution  in  the  severest  terms  as  blasphemous  and 
murderous,  and  every  member  as  a  traitor  and  a  murderer; 
and  this  language  was  not  only  used  in  public  meetings 
and  through  the  columns  of  newspapers,  but  in  oral  dis- 
cussions and  social  intercourse,  and  boldly  avowed  face  to 
face.  The  numerous  members  of  the  fraternity  who  had 
a  criminal  agency  in  the  offence  against  the  laws,  were 
naturally  both  alarmed  and  exasperated  by  the  persever- 
ing efforts  which  were  made  to  expose  the  whole  crime  ; 
and  most  of  them  being  at  that  time  unknown  and  unsus- 
pected, and  having  a  deep  stake  in  stifling  investigation, 
were  by  their  alarm  prompted,  and  by  their  situation  ena- 
bled, to  stimulate  the  highminded  and  really  innocent  mem- 
bers of  the  fraternity  with  a  feeling  of  indignation  ^t  a 
persecution  whjch  would  involve  in  one  sweeping  con- 
demnation all  the  members  of  an  entire  institution. 

A  great  portion  of  the  public  not  at  that  time  knowing 
any  thing  of  the  nature  or  frame  of  the  tnasonic  institu- 
tion, and  not  being  able  to  distinguish  between  Iodge-g6- 
ihg  masons  and  those  who  had  been  disconnected  with  any 
lodge  by  reasoh  of  years  of  non-attendance,  acted  upofl 
the  maxim  '<  once  a  mason  always  a  mason,"  and  hesitated 
not  to  charge  every  individual  member  of  the  fraternity 
With  the  crime  which  had  been  committed  by  the  more 
active  and  infatuated  members.  The  really  innocent  and 
masonically  ignorant  members  of  the  fraternity  were  nat- 
brally  indignant  at  such  imputations,   and  would  repel 
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would  bi|V9  bpl^  the  effect  to  increase  the  beat  of  feeling 
on  the  {tfirt  i^f  |be  ]^n()c^nt,  aod  enable  the  guilty  to  class 
themselves  iiritl)  men  of  undoubted  probity  and  character, 
as  the  vijetims  of  a  oommon  persecution. 

By  9(iQtual  crimiiULtion  axid  recrimination  the  exoitement 
w^  sti^BMikcted  to  the  highest  pitch  of  violence  almost 
ever  witnessed  jin  the  country,  entering  into  all  the  reli- 
gious, political  and  social  relations  of  sodety.  Lai^ 
oqmbens  ^efe  determined  that  the  crime  of  Morgan's  abf 
Auction  should  be  investigated  and  punished,  and  that  the  * 
veil  of  secresy  which  still  shrouded  this  dark  deed  should 
be  torn  away,  if  human  ingenuity  could  contrive  or  ho- 
man  effort  effect  this  object  They  were  also  determined- 
to  bold  the  masonic  institution  corporately  and  ma^ns  ia*> 
dividually  ^sponsible  a^d  guilty  of  this  abducUon  and 
piEpbable  murder*  Innocent  masons  sheltered  themaehres 
in  inactivity  w^  con^)laint«  of  persecution  :  guilty  one% 
in  louder  oomiMntfi,  violent  recrimination,  fierce  defr* 
anoe  and  active  efforts  to  cover  op  or  remove  all  evidenoe 
#f  guilt  Men  who  were  not  masonn,  and  in  advance  of 
aay  political  action,  were  at  a  loss  which  side  to  take. 
Bach  took  the  side  which  his  own  relations,  associationsi 
means  of  information  or  temperament  pointed  out  as  pto^ 
per  and  just  All  such  men,  h  must  be  assumed,  desired 
justice  to  be  done ;  but  many  such  men  either  doubted  the 
existence  of  the  crime,  the  propriety  of  the  course  pursu- 
ed in  the  investigation,  or  the  justice  of  holding  all  the 
masons  guilty  of  a  crime  which  was  not  yet  proved  upon 
any. 

This  was  the  situation  of  affairs  up  to  the  time  of  the- 
trial  of  Lawapn  and  others  before  Judge  Throop,  (aAeiv 
wards  governor,)  in  January,  1827.  Many  develops 
uMils  were  expected  from  that  trial,  which  would  setdft 
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the pabUc  miad  as  to  the  facts;  but  contmyto  tiie  expep- 
tatioB  of  ally  the  defendants  pleaded  guilty,  and  thus  shut 
eut  the  evidence  or  legal  proofs  which  the  public  judg- 
ment craved,  and,  if  any  thing,  left  the  public  mind  in  a 
higher  state  of  excitement  than  before.  It  was  upon  the 
occasion  of  sentencing  these  conspirators,  that  Judge 
Throop  used  the  just,  eloquent  and  appropriate  language 
which  has  peen  so  often  quoted  in  the  newspapers.  In  re- 
lation to  the  then  pervading,  excitement  he  said:  ''Your 
conduct  has  created,  in  the  people  of  this  section  of  the 
country,  a  strong  feeling  of  virtuous  indignation.  The 
'  court  rejoices  to  witness  it-^to  be  made  certain  that  a  citi* 
ien*8  person  cannot  be  invaded  by  lawless  violence,  with- 
out its  being  .felt  by  every  individual  in  the  community. 
Hit  is  a  blessed  spirit,  and  we  do  hope  that  it  will  not  sub- 
side; that  it  will  be  accompanied  by  a  ceaseless  vigilance 
and  untiring  activity,  until  every  actor  in  this  profligate 
conspiracy,  is  hunted  from  his  hiding  place,  and  brought 
before  the  tribunals  of  his  country,  to  receive  the  punish- 
ment merited  by  his  crime.  We  think  we  see  in  this  pub- 
lic sensation,  the  spirit  which  brought  us  into  existence  as 
a  nation,  and  a  pledge  that  our  rights  and  liberties  are 
destined  to  endure."  This  language,  just  and  appropriate 
as  it  was,  evidently  alluded  to  the  existing  excitement,  in 
relation  to  the  novel,  undeveloped  and  mysterious  crime 
of  which  several  of  the  western  counties  had  been  the 
theatre  of  commission.  Anti-masonry,  at  that  time,  had 
not  become  political. 

As  has  been  before  remarked,  the  excitement  against 
the  masons  so  far  from  being  allayed  by  the  result  of  this 
trial,  only  burned  with  the  greater  fierceness.  Other,  cir- 
cumstances contributed  to  produce  this  result  About  this 
time,  delegates  from  the  several  committees  went  to 
Lewiston,  to  endeavor  to  penetrate  the  secret  which  still 
covered  the  final  fate  of  Morgan.    The  gentlemen  of  this 
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eonirentioo,  commonly  called  the  Lewistoa  convention, 
were  so  successful  in  their  mission,  as  to  ascertain  to  their 
satisfaction,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  those  who  reposed 
confidence  in  them,  that  Morgan  had  been  carried  to  Fort 
Niagara;  there  confined  in  its  magazine,  and  there,  6r  near 
there,  eventually  put  to  death.  Their  narrative  was  not 
published  until  some  time  afterwards ;  but  the  leading 
UtctB  were  given  to  the  wings  of  the  wind  through  a  thou- 
SUnd  rumors,  and  they  lost  nothing  in  horror  by  repeti- 
tion. Morgan's  book,  to  suppress  which  was  the  whole 
object  of  the  conspiracy,  had  been  published,  disclosing 
the  then  obligations  and  cerenionies  of  the  first  degrees  of 
masonry;  and  there  were  rumors  of  bloodier  obligations 
attached  to  the  higher  degrees.  All  these  things — ^the 
number  of  masons  actually  engaged  in  the  conspiracy — 
the  nature  of  their  obligations — the  conduct  of  masons 
tfiemselves — some  of  their  idle  and  unmeaning  threats— 
served  to  lash  the  public  feeling  into  such  a  state  of  fury, 
that  under  almost  any  other  government,  the  outbreak 
must  have  been  marked  by  horror  and  bloodshed.  The 
genius  of  our  government  seemed  to  furnish  a  safety-valve 
for  the  ebullition  of  this  feeling  of  a  more  quiet  and  peace- 
ful character,  viz :  the  ballot  box. '  The  people  were  ex- 
cited. The  last  election  had  passed  with  the  success  of 
Mr.  Clinton  as  governor,  and  the  success  of  the  Bucktails 
in  both  branches  of  the  legislature.  Its  excitements  and 
its  interests  were  forgotten,  or  rather  wholly  swallowed 
up  in  a  more  engrossing  subject  A  great  mass  of  the 
people  in  many  of  our  western  towns,  without  any  regard 
to  their  previous  political  designations,  united  m  the  belief 
that  masonry  and  masons  had  violated  the  laws;  that  ma- 
sonry and  masons  had  obstructed  the  executiun  of  the 
laws  ;  that  masonry,  by  its  very  constitution,  set  itself 
above  the  laws;  and  that  masonry  was  a  dangeroqs  insti- 
tution and  must  be  put  down.    Being  themselves  trained 


by  habit  and  education  tp  respect  tbe  Ia,w%  tbey  ac^w  ao 
other  mod^  to  effect  their  object,  except  that  wbach  tbe 
coDstitution  put  iato  their  hands*    At  loai^y  of  their  town 
meetiQgpi  ip  tbe  spring  of  1627,  they  resolved  and  acted 
upon  the  re^ution,  that  no  adhering  fr^  mason  w^^a  wor- 
thy to  receive  the  votes  of  freemen  for  any  ofllce;  ctfidl^ 
their  votes,  they  e^tcluded  free  masons  froqi  office^    It  is 
impossible^  nn^^to  say*  which  town  first  set  this  exaBopio, 
pf  bringing  the  subject  of  free  maso&ry  to  the  test  of  lil^ 
ballot  box ;  the  movements  in  this  req)aQt  wese  neasly 
siEnultao^Qu^  in  several  towns  in  Genesee  and  Momroe 
<30Vinties.«    It  is  impossible  too,  to  say,  whether  tbeip 
movements  were  first  commenced  by  the  Q{^nent»  of 
free  maaonry,  to  put  down  the  mstitution,  or  by  the  free 
masons  to  put  down  the  committees.    Each,  probacy, 
commiei^ced  the  movement  in  different  towns.    Th^  fee^ 
ing  rojse  sp  stroqg  and  fierce  on  both  aides,  that  it  W4i^  eti- 
d^ot  ^at  it  must  find  vent  soaiewheqre ;  fiad  it  was  far^ 
nat<e  for  th^  country,  that  the  na>tiMre  of  ow  insthuliaiP 
fu^ishe4  a  constitutional  vent,  wMx^  fo  Uttiefaaim  would 
bo  done.    Thus,  in  fact^  political  antif«ias(mry  had  ils 
commencement    It  presented  but«  single  point,  th^  de- 
struction of  firee  masonry  th^oiigii  tlie  instrumentality  of 
the  ballot  box.    People  at  fii^tarcayed  themselves  M 
each  side  of  this  question-^with  referance  to  this  question 
idone— a^nd  with  utter  disregard  of  all  previous  political 
designations  and  distinctions.    It  was  ei^pha^oaUy  a  spoie 
tanaous  movement  of  the  people  themfloivef^  uot  only  m 
abaence  of,  but  in  defi^pce  cf  tfoe  comvseW  ^  poiiUoal 
lead^s,    It  wi^,  in  tr^lh  wd  reidity,  %  q^taneoua  out- 
break of  popidm*  ioipulie,  pvovppted  by  no  leader,  guided 
by  no  politiciaQ.    Its  fytA  and  pria^ipal  purpose  was  to 
aid  in  the  execution  of  the  laws  by  the  ballot  box ;  to 
strengthen  tbe  ann  of  justioe  by  the  elective  franchise. 
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It  is  not  necessary  here,  nor  does  it  come  within  the 
scope  of  this  treatise  at  all,  to  say  whether  the  views  of 
the  anti-masons  were  right  or  wrong ;  whether  their  prin- 
ciple of  exclusion  of  free  masons  was  worthy  or  unworthy 
qf  themselves  or  the  country  ;  whether  their  manner  of 
political  action  was  justifiable  or  prudent  or  otherwise : 
those  topics  may  find  an  appropriate  place  in  a  treatise  of 
another  character.  In  order  to  show  fairly  the  causes  <^ 
$he  rise  of  the  anti-oiasonic  party,  at  a  political  party,  it 
has  been  deemed  necessary  to  say  thus  much  of  its  origin, 
fB  its  rise  is  intimately  connected  with  the  outrage  upon 
Sf organ ;  but  the  history  of  that  transaction,  important 
though  it  may  be  in  another  point  of  view,  wiU  only  be 
adverted  to  here  as  connected  with  the  rise  and  progress 
of  the  political  party  whose  history  is  now  under  consid^ 
eration. 

Though  this  was  the  starting  point  of  anti-masonry  aa 
a  political  party,  yet  it  is  not  to  be  understood  that  thia 
party  even  then,  or  until  some  considerable  time  after- 
wards, assumed  the  perfect  form  and  feature  of  an  organ- 
ized party.  The  town  elections  above  mentioned  were 
the  results  of  the  desultory  and  spontaneous  efforta  of  the 
people  themselves  in  different  towns.  Those  who  wera 
generally  considered  as  political  leaders  were  mostly 
averse  to  taking  political  ground  in  this  manner.  Their 
old  party  ties  and  associationa  were  still  cherished  ;  and 
practised  politicians  upon  either  side  were  averse  to  aban- 
doning the  parties  with  which  they  had  so  long  acted. 
Some  of  them  desired  to  preserve  and  continue  the  old 
party  organization,  but  so  to  omduct  their  respective  ope- 
rations as  to  prevent  the  nomination  of  masons  by  the 
conventions  of  either  political  party.  In  this  way  it  was 
hoped  by  some,  that  masonry  could  be  effectually  put 
down  in  a  quiet  manner,  without  incurring  the  imputation 
of  removing  old  political  landmarks,  or  dissolviog  old  po- 
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litical  associations.  If  reflection  did  not,  subsequent  cir- 
cumstances did  show,  that  all  such  speculations  were  idle. 
Masons  were  no  moi'e  willing  to  be  proscribed  in  the  con- 
ventions than  at  the  polls,  and  it  might  have  been  foreseen 
that  one  party  or  the  other  would  bid  for  their  aid.  The 
then  posture  of  political  parties,  both  in  regard  to  state 
and  national  politics,  may,  and  probably  did,  have  some- 
thing to  do  in  making  anti-masonry  political.  Mr.  Clin- 
ton had  been  elected  governor,  and  it  began  by  this  time 
to  be  understood  that  he  would  unite  with  Mr.  Van  Buren 
in  the  support  of  Gen.  Jackson  for  the  presidency.  This 
determination  of  Mr.  Clinton  was  not  acceptable  to  many 
of  his  political  friends.  On  the  other  hand,  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  bucktails  at  the  west  were  dissatisfied  with 
the  former  movement  of  their  political  friends  to  force  the 
nomination  of  Mr.  Crawford  ;  they  were  suspicious  that 
the  recent  election  of  Mr.  Clinton  was  produced  by  the 
supineness  if  not  treachery  of  their  political  friends  at  the 
east,  and  they  were  jealous  of  the  reputed  union  between 
Mr.  Clinton  and  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  secure  the  vote  of  the 
state  for  (Sen.  Jackson.  All  these  circumstances  gave  the 
politicians  of  the  Clintonian  party,  opposed  to  Gen.  Jack- 
son, who  were  upon  the  committees  of  investigation,  a 
convenient  opportunity,  by  operating  upon  the  prevalent 
public  sentiment  against  masonry,  to  direct  the  attention 
of  those  who  were  thus  hostile  to  masonry,  to  the  fact 
that  both  Grov.  Clinton  and  General  Jackson  were  high 
masons,  and  that  their  political  union  was  another  evi- 
dence of  masonic  influence,  and  thus  stimulate  this  senti- 
ment to  the  opposition  of  both.  The  Clintonian  commit- 
tee men  could,  in  this  mode,  present  the  appearance  of 
magnanimity  in  giving  up  their  own  cherished  leader,  and 
with  the  better  grace  ask  the  bucktails  in  like  manner  to 
give  up  Gen.  Jackson,  whom,  without  the  interference  of 
anti-masonry,  that  party  would  have  very  generally  sup- 


1827.]  OF   N£W-TORK.  Sil 

ported  As  the  situation  of  political  parties  at  that  time 
furnished  shrewd  and  calculating  politicians  with  oppor- 
tunities for  so  directing  the  prevalent  public  feeling,  it  h93 
been  supposed  that  they  took  advantage  of  it  to  give  such 
direction  to  public  action.  Possibly  something  of  this 
kind  may  have  been  done  or  attempted ;  yet  a  careful 
consideration  of  the  state  of  public  sentiment  at  that  time 
must  satisfy  any  one  that  but  little  could  have  been  effect- 
ed in  this  way.  In  a  state  of  high  excitement  in  any 
community  few  can  remain  cool  and  unaffected  by  the  pre^ 
talent  public  sentiment ;  and  those  that  do,  by  not  enter- 
ing into  the  feeling  themselves,  have  seldom  the  power  of 
giving  direction  to  public  feeling.  Those  who  are  excited 
themselves  will  receive  directions  and  suggestions  only 
from  those  who  are  heartily  and  earnestly  imbued  with 
the  same  general  feeling. 

The  truth  is,  the  public  were  highly  excited,  and  the 
excitement  pervaded  all  classes  of  people.  If  the  more 
practised  politicians  were  desirous  of  giving  a  different  di- 
rection to  the  public  feeling,  they  found  it  was  substan- 
tially out  of  their  power.  The  people  had  themselves 
determined  to  bring  the  subject  of  free  masonry  to  the 
test  of  the  ballot  box,  laying  out  of  view  all  other  politi- 
cal questions,  and  those  who  felt  with  them  were  con* 
strained  to  follow  the  popular  impulse.  The  investiga- 
tion of  the  abduction  during  the  summer  of  1827,  had 
nnade  many  converts  to  this  sentiment,  and  before  the  fall 
elections  came  on,  those  who  were  determined  to  make 
masonry  a  test  at  the  elections,  were  a  majority  in  several 
counties,  though  the  fact  was  not  generally  belived  until 
after  the  elections  were  held.  During  all  this  time,  and 
indeed  during  the  whole  contest,  the  masons  complained 
of  this  course  as  unjust  and  prescriptive.  And  on  the 
other  hand  the  anti-masons,  even  while  preparing  their 
tickets  for  the  canvass,  strenuously  insbted  that  their  ob- 
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jects  were  not  political.  They  seemed  at  first  to  have  had 
an  earnest  desire  to  escape  the  imputation  of  making  anti- 
masonry  a  political  party.  Their  probable  object  in  do- 
ing this,  while  they  avowed  they  would  not  vote  for  a 
mason  for  office,  was  to  inform  the  existing  political  par- 
ties,  that  as  to  the  political  grounds  upon  which  they  were 
divided,  they  should  neither  commit  themselves  or  taka 
sides.  They  only  committed  themselves  not  to  support  a 
mason  of  any  party ;  and  as  neither  political  party  would 
adopt  that  rule  of  exclusion,  they  were  forced  to  run  i^ 
ticket  of  their  own  ;  but  by  so  doing,  they  did  not  mean 
to  consider  themselves  bound  to  support  the  measures  of 
either  political  party.  They  had  an  object  of  their  own 
to  accomplish,  which  was  of  paramount  importance  in 
their  estimation,  and  they  asked  all  citizens  of  whatever 
former  politics,  to  aid  them  in  the  accomplishment  of  tliis 
object  By  this  general  invitation  they  would  oflTend  Uie 
previous  political  feelings  or  prejudices  of  none.  If  this 
invitation  was  accepted  by  the  mass  of  the  voters,  the  for- 
mer political  parties  would  be  broken  up  and  destroyed. 
This  result  was  of  course  foreseen  by  the  politicians  of  all 
parties.  The  political  leaders  were,  however,  desirous  of 
preserving  the  organization  of  the  respective  parties. 
Many  of  them  were  not  sufficiently  imbued  with  the  spirit 
of  hostility  to  the  masons  to  take  ground  with  the  new 
party  ;  many  of  them  thought  the  basis  of  the  anti-ma* 
sonic  party  was  too  narrow  and  prescriptive  to  meet  with 
success;  or,  if  it  was  successful,  that  the  ascendancy  would 
be  temporary  and  ephemeral ;  and  so  they  determined  to 
stand  by  their  old  party  discipline  and  usages.  This  was 
rather  the  feeling  previous  to  the  election  of  1827.  The 
bucktails  made  their  nominations — the  Adams  party  made 
theirs — ^and  the  anti-masons  made  theirs  without  any  re- 
gard to  previous  political  distinctions.  The  result  aston- 
ished all — even  the  anti-masons  themselves — and  opened 
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the  eyes  of  poHtibians  to  the  growing  power  of  this  new 
party.  At  this  election,  the  anti-masons  carried  Genesee, 
Monroe,  Livingston,  Orleans  and  Niagara  counties,  in  face 
of  both  the  other  parties. 

At  this  election,  the  candidates  of  the  Adams  parly  re- 
betved  but  few  votes  comparatively.  The  candidates  of 
the  bucktail  party  took  by  far  the  largest  share  of  the 
votes  which  were  not  cast  for  anti-masonry,  in  the  coun- 
ties «where  anti-masonry  was  made  a  question.  The  final 
result  of  the  operation  of  anti-masonry  upon  the  existing 
political  parties  was  faintly  foreshadowed  by  its  evident 
effect  in  this  election  in  these  few  counties.  A  large  ma- 
jority of  the  masons,  in  both  political  parties,  felt  them- 
selves proscribed  by  the  rule  which  the  anti-masons  had  , 
adopted,  and  would,  from  this  feeling,  vote  with  the  party 
vrhich  showed  the  greatest  strength,  antagonistical,  to 
anti-masonry.  Many  of  the  prominent  members  of  both 
parties  also,  who  were  not  masons,  and  who  were  willing 
to  see  the  outrage  investigated,  were  yet  unwilling  to  give 
up  their  party  organization,  and,  perhaps,  thought  that  it 
was  unjust  and  impolitic  to  preclude  every  member  of  the 
masonic  fraternity  from  holding  office.  Some  of  the  poli- 
ticians of  the  old  Clintonian  party  were,  by  their  associa- 
tions, thrown  into  the  Jackson  party,  so  that  parties  in  the 
west  essentially  changed  ground.  The  incipient  Jackson 
party  was  formed  of  a  portion  of  the  old  and  regular  buck- 
tail  party — a  majority  of  the  masons  who  felt  themselves 
aggrieved  by  the  application  of  the  anti-masonic  principle 
— and  some  of  the  leading  Clintonians.  The  Adams  party 
was  left  with  but  few  in  numbers  :  composed  mostly  of 
Clintonians,  who,  though  masons,  were  unwilling  to  join 
the  Jackson  party  and  could  not  act  with  the  anti-masons, 
and  some  Clintonians  who  were  not  masons,  and  were  un- 
willing to  act  with  either  of  the  other  parties.  The  anti- 
masonic  party  was  composed  of  a  large  majority  of  the 
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old  Clintonian  party,  and  indeed  almost  the  entire  party^ 
with  the  above  exceptions,  and  a  very  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  bucktail  party,  comprising  a  great  force  in 
votes  at  the  polls,  and,  perhaps,  not  a  great  force  of  the 
old  political  leaders.  It  is  to  be  observed,  that  these  re- 
marks are  to  be  deemed  to  be  confined  to  the  western 
counties,  commonly  called  '*  the  infected  district,"  where 
anti-masonry  had  its  origin. 

A  new  party  thus  organized,  like  the  anti-masonic  |yur- 
ty,  of  materials  never  before  accustomed  to  be  assimilated, 
comparatively  without  leaders,  and  having  but  one  object 
in  view,  and  moved  by  a  feeling  of  high  excitement,  wouM 
not  be  likely  to  be  chdce  in  the  selection  of  their  candi- 
dates. There  is  a  strong  instance  of  this  in  the  election 
of  1827.  An  anti-masonic  convention  for  the  8th  senato- 
rial district  was  held 'in  that  year  for  the  nomination  of  an 
anti-masonic  candidate  for  senator.  They  were  somewhat 
at  a  loss  who  to  take  in  the  immaturity  of  the  party,  and 
selected  with  imprudent  haste  and  without  due  inquiry, 
George  A.  S.  Crooker,  as  their  candidate,  and  he  was  for- 
mally announced  as  such,  and  votes  regularly  printed  and 
distributed  for  him.  The  anti-masonic  committee  at 
Rochester  ascertained  that  Mr.  Crooker  was  not  only  a 
mason,  but  that  he  was  in  other  respects  an  unworthy  can- 
didate for  any  party,  and  recommended  that  Timothy  H. 
Porter,  the  nominee  of  the  bucktail  party,  should  receive 
the  suffrages  of  the  anti-masons.  This  recommendation, 
though  given  upon  the  eve  of  the  election,  was  effective ; 
Crooker  was  dropped  and  Mr.  Porter  was  elected  by  a 
large  majority. 

During  this  time  there  were  many  secessions  from  the 
masonic  fraternity,  and  the  seceding  members  not  only 
confirmed  the  truth  of  Morgan's  ''Illustrations"  of  die 
first  degree  of  masonry,  but  penetrated  farther  into  the 
arcana  of  the  masonic  mysteries,  and  disclosed  the  cere- 


tttortiRM  tthd  dMgatibnS  df  several  oF  the  higher  degrees  of 
iMsdtiry.  These  disclosures  ihdnced  the  anfi-DdasohS  t6 
r^e«4v«  the  fiet^ding  tnehibers  inrto  their  felloW^ip,  afid 
weleOtm  thdiy^  With  warmth  into  their  tanks,  with  elve)^ 
aMUrtkllce  trf*  pi'oleiritioti.  They  cOhttibuted  alsb  to  still 
tm^Y  exdt^  the  {>ublfc  feeling  in  th6  westeM  to\ini!aSi 
sgSiAM  the  institution,  iind  to  (Prompt  th^m  to  greater  ^jc- 
<irtiObjl  US  abolish  it  through  the  medium  of  {he  bidtot-boxi 
Itke  iMtftt^idti  wits  now  looked  upon  a^  bbsed  OH  pHhcf- 
frttti  dAngeroi»  in  a  free  government,  subversive  of  pbftt- 
i«ttl  equftiit^,  kM  hostile  to  the  hnparti^  ^dhiinisftf^tioft 
of  justice.  The  overthrow  of  the  institution  was  noW  (hfe 
prifteipttl  ol)j^t  to  be  Accomplished,  attd  the  abdUbtiOti  of 
Morgafi'  was  inferred  to  as  one  among  the  many  evrdence* 
df  t(l#  <Ml^6ro«f8  and  sfeOk'ef  po  Wet  of  fr^e  tnai6nty.  Coti^ 
v«ffli  to  the  sid^  of  am^masonry  Incr6aihed  riapidly.  fo 
Ikfoyeh,  18^6,  the  first  g^netal  cohvendon  Was  held  tit 
i^  Roy  }^tk  this  subject,  and  Was  composed  of  delegate 
ft«fA  tW6?l Ve  of  the  western  counties.  The  delegates  W^tfe 
tmttte^tcm  and  highly  respectable  for  their  standing  arid 
dhstt-aotef #  Tho  whole  scope  of  the  proceedings  of  thi» 
o41IVMtiof»  WM  to  present  to  the  public  the  dahgeh!>U8 
pilildpktt  of  free  mtlsonry,  to  ejccite  attention  to  it,  and 
e^t«ite  action  agdinsft  it  Thi^,  as  at  th^  fit^t,  Wbsthe  oility 
pMM  to  Which  ACtio^i  was  asked.  Thero  Wksr  tlO  politte^l 
]«MU(}Oli  plidised,  ejtc^pt  that  Which  d^cl^l^d  that  fre^ 
iMSdnVy  was  unworthy  to  e&ist  in  A  fr^e  governin^nt. 
Y^  thi«  cotlvMtion  w&«  poiitical  itt  iVA  Obj^OCt  ih  ttii^  d^nite/ 
tfltttltdndMVored  to  hHng  pubKc  Opinion  to  be&t  lipOn 
Xht  iticrtittttion  of  ft^  ih^uMlify  through  the  b&llot  bo^  ; 
oftd  the  better  to  effect  that  object,  they  recommended  the 
ctfEng  of  a  dtato  convention  At  Uticia,  in  Augte^t  fotlow- 
ittg.  At  the  Le  Hoy  convention,  Saitnie!  Wbtks,  Henty 
Ely,  Prederi<&  P.  Bachitt,  Frederick  Whittlesey  ant! 
ThttrlOW  Weed  wete  appointed  a  geiierttl  Centtal  comnait* 
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tee.  These  gentlemen  were  continued  in  that  station  by 
subsequent  state  conventions,  and  with  the  addition  of 
Bates  Cook  and  Timonthy  Fitch,  held  it  as  long  as  anti« 
masonry  continued  to  be  a  separate  and  distinct  party. 

The  object  of  calling  the  convention  at  Utica,  in  Au- 
gusty  was  not  stated  to  be  for  the  purpose  of  nominating 
anti-masonic  candidates  for  governor  and  lieutenant  go- 
vernor ;  but  it  was  very  generally  understood  that  such 
step  would  be  taken  by  that  convention ;  and  it  was  al- 
most equally  generally  believed,  that  Francis  Granger 
would  be  the  nominee  of  the  anti-masons  for  the  office  of 
governor. 

The  other  political  parties  were  actively  engaged  in  the 
presidential  contest,  to  be  decided  at  the  ensuing  election, 
and  watching  with  keen  interest  the  course  of  events  which 
might  affect  their  several  political  prospects.  The  nation- 
al republican  party  supported  Mr.  Adams  as  their  candi- 
date for  president.  It  was  apparent  that  this  party  could 
have  no  hope  of  success  for  their  state  ticket,  unless  they 
could  secure  to  its  aid  the  anti-masonic  vote.  As  a  ma- 
jority of  the  anti-masons  were  from  this  party,  it  did  not 
seem  to  its  leaders  difficult  to  command  their  support 
They  supposed  that  by  calling  their  state  convention  first, 
and  so  far  yielding  to  the  anti-masonic  sentiment  as  to  put 
in  nomination  candidates  who  were  not  masons,  particu- 
larly if  Mr.  Granger,  the  expected  candidate  of  the  anti- 
masons,  was  put  upon  the  ticket,  the  anti-masons,  at  their 
convention  would  cordially  respond  to  such  nominations 
and  their  success  secured.  The  national  republicans  did 
call  their  state  convention,  wl^ich  was  held  a  few  days  in 
advance  of  the  time  selected  for  the  meeting  of  the  anti- 
masonic  convention,  and  nominated  Judge  Smith  Thomp- 
son as  their  candidate  for  governor,  and  Francis  Granger 
as  their  candidate  for  lieutenant  governor.  The  anti- 
masons  were  almost  universally  dissatisfied  with   th's 
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movement  of  the  national  republicans,  and  thought  that 
they  had  resorted  to  this  expedient  to  prostrate  the  anti- 
masonic  nominations  and  stifle  anti-masonry  in  the  em- 
brace of  a  mere  political  party.  Anti-masonry  had  taken 
the  ground  that  it  could  carry  the  question  of  masonry  to. 
the  polls,  and  believing  this  to  be  a  matter  of  greater  im- 
portance and  higher  moment  than  any  mere  political  ques- 
tion, and  being  eager  and  enthusiastic  in  the  cause,  they 
determined  in  any  event  to  make  nominations  distinctly  on 
that  ground,  and  compel  the  national  republican  party  tQ 
accept  them  or  lose  the  state.  In  other  words  the  anti-^ 
masons  wished  to  force  the  national  republicans  to  wield 
their  political  strength  to  aid  in  the  destruction  of  the  ma- 
sonic institution,  and  consequently,  though  Judge  Thomp- 
son was  no  mason,  and  Mr.  Granger  was  a  favorite  with 
the  anti-masons,'  the  national  republican  nominations  not 
being  placed  upon  anti-masonic  grounds,  met  with  no 
favor  from  the  anti-masons.  Indeed  if  the  national  re- 
publican convention  had  nominated  precisely  the  same  in- 
dividuals whom  the  anti-masons  would  have  themselves 
nominated,  yet  it  is  probable  that  the  anti-masons  ^ould 
not  have  responded  eyen  to  such  nominations. 

Soon  after  these  nominations  were  made,  the  anti-ma- 
sonic convention  met  at  Utica.  The  following  resolution, 
adopted  as  a  measure  necessary  '^  to  counteract  the  influ- 
ence and  destroy  the  existence  of  masonic  societies,''  records 
the  position  in  which  the  anti-masonic  party  then  desired 
to  place  themselves  before  the  public  :    ' 

'^  6.  That  it  is  expedient  for  this  convention,  in  pursuit 
of  the  good  objects  to  be  accomplished,  wholly  to  disre- 
gard the  two  great  political  parties,  that  at  this  time  dis- 
tract this  state  and  the  union,  in  the  choice  of  candidates  for 
ofRce  ;  and  to  nominate  anti-masonic  candidates  for  go^ 
vemor  and  lieutenant  governor.'' 
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The  wti-mnBonic  conreotion  did  j^omiiuae  9uch  candir 
dates.  Mr-  Granger  not  having,  at  Ibat  tirne,  accepted 
the  previous  QpminatioOp  he  was  now  nomiDated  as  candir 
date  for  (pvernor,  and  John  Crary  of  Washington  county^ 
as  candidate  for  lieutenant  governor.  Those  two  geostleH 
men  had  recommended  themaelves  to  the  iavor  of  iHe  anli< 
masonic  party  by  their  course  in  the  legMalure,  the  fioor- 
mer  in  the  assembly,  and  the  latter  in  the  senaite,  upoa 
questions  connected  with  the  abduction  of  Morg|n,  which 
were  presented  for  legislative  action.  After  the  adjounii- 
ment  of  this  convention,  Mr.  Granger  had  two  invitatiom 
before  him  to  stand  as  the  candidate  of  the  respective  con* 
yentioD3,  but  for  different  offices.  He  could  not  well  wo 
cept  bothy  and  there  was  great  iatere^t  felt,  to  know  how 
>^  would  decide.  His  political  sentiments  were  known  to 
be  in  favor  of  Mr.  Adams  and  his  measures ;  and  he  also 
approved  to  a  great  extent  of  the  anti-ma3onic  action.  He 
was,  in  fact,  what  might  then  be  called  a  national  repub- 
lican anti-mason ;  designations  which  just  at  that  time 
came  into  collision,  and  were  in  some  sense  inconsistent 
wjith  each  other.  He  doubtless  wished,  ii^i  common  with 
many  others,  to  see  the  whole  available  opposition  to 
General  Jack3on  brought  to  act  in  concert  and  harmony. 
Whether  he  supposed  it  was  possible  to  effect  this  object 
is  doubtful ;  but  he  had  been  committed  by  his  friends,  vi 
some  degree  to  both  sides*  His  was  then  a  difficult  and 
delicate  position,  and  he  suffered  some  time  to  elapse*  pro- 
bably with  the  hope  of  removing  all  the  difficulties  before 
h^  made  his  decision,*  If  he  had  any  such  hope,  he  found 
it  a  vain  one,  and  finally  decided  by  declining  the  anti- 
masonic  nomination  for  the  higher  ofiice,  and  acpepttng 
that  for  the  secondary  office,  whicii  bad  been  tendered  him' 
first  He  foresaw  that  neither  ticket  could  be  auccessr 
ful,  as  harmony  and  concert  were,  impracticable  ;  and  be 
thought,  probably,  that  it  was  both  more  candid,  honora- 
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b)e  and  politie  to  accept  the  ftominatiotl  tM  tenA^red. 
Thb  decision  excited  the  hopes  of  the  nationd  r^pub- 
licatis,  and  the  anger  of  the  anti-masons.  With  thid 
tatter,  Mr.  Granger  passed  at  once  from  the  station  of  a 
popular  favorke,  to  become  the  object  of  bitter  denuncia- 
tion. The  anti-masons  were  resolved  not  to  be  foiled  m 
their  determination  to  have  a  candidate  of  their  own, 
either  by  the  movements  of  the  national  republicans,  or 
Ae  declination  of  their  own  nominee.  They  were  disap- 
pointed by  this  decHnation ;  but  the  dtsappoiiitment  pro- 
duced heat,  excitement  and  prompt  action,  instead  of  inac- 
tion or  despondency.  But  their  zeal  and  energy,  in  thb 
emergency,  far  exceeded  their  discretion  and  good  judg- 
ment in  the  selection  of  the  person  to  supply  Mr.  Gran- 
Ijer's  place* 

8olomon  Southwick  of  Albany,  had  previously  phiyed 
a  eonspicuous  part  in  the  political  history  of  this  state. 
He  was,  at  all  times,  vain  and  egotistical  in  his  claims  id 
personal  consequence,  visionary  and  unsound  in  his  politi- 
oal  views,  and  unstable  and  wavering"  m  his  political 
course.  These  defects  of  chai'acter  and  the  conduct 
naturally  flowing  from  them,  had  at  the  time  anti-masonry 
broke  out,  reduced  him  to  poverty  in  pecuniary  resourceirf, 
and  discredit  in  political  reputation.  He  conducted  a 
newspaper  in  Albany.  He  had  been  a  rhason.  He  ac- 
q«tfred  some  credit  with  the  anti-masons  by  an  earfy  re- 
Duneiation  of  his  masonic  ties  and  denunciation  of  the 
masonic  institution.  His  own  movements  plainly  showed 
that  he  wished  to  turn  the  circumstance  to  account,  both 
t&  add  to  the  support  of  his  paper  and  advance  his  own 
Visioiiary  projects  of  pergonal  ambition.  He  acted  in 
concert  with  many  masons  ai  the  west  in  preparing  a 
genera)  renunciation  and  exposition  of  free  masonry. 
General  meetings  for  this  object  were  held  at  Le  Roy,  in 
January  and  July,  1828,  af  Which  Mr.  Sduthw}?tk  was  a 


G0V.  Ym  B«ir^  m^  ^  fff^nsagQ  to  U»e  lagWfitiire  ia 
Xwuwyi  lBSt»  refeirred  to  the  sutgect  of  the  excitement 
growing  out  of  the  ftbduction  of  Morgui  io  terms  q[  nu^ 
derate  commendation,  wd  ()pprec8^ted  the  pervemoD  of 
tim  fe^iiiig  K>  aeWvih  mi  Bms%^r  p\irpo0^9«  It  wa9  evi- 
dfsntly  iii^le«d^d  t4?»  c^onvey  th^  ides^  tha$  th^  exi;Ueioeot 
cpuatcrd  by  ^  gre^^  m4  loc^l,  cwf^e  w^^s  w^hy  of  tbe  peo^ 
pie  9mfme  wiMcm  U  S^wd  eiiisteoi^;;  bitf  iM  4u«fqtioift  to 
political  ot^ee^  wqp  wwof^lhy  ttoir  8^  4Q9Sie  w4  iotot 
iige^e, 

Ahhough  ^  iMiti-m9«^9  d^jio^  t€^  ^tfuiil  imtepf^iideitf 
of  both  poljtipaJ  partiea ;  mi  ^Jtho^gh^  m  n  party>  tb^jr 
had  neither  s^vow^  of  f^xpnees^d  viy  opimoo  i^pon  4mi 
great  and  leading  measqnea  of  Vbe  country^  yat  it  aoQp 
became  quite  evi4ei)t.  that  thift  party  okmt  evenluajly  be 
foirced  iatQ  Qf^aition  ^  the  Jackson  pa^y.  Qep.  Jackpot 
hioi^elf  v?as  a  higli  oiasoa,  wd  Qould  not^  uj^oa  the  fuiylAi 
menial  principles  of  ant^masonry,  ia  aoy  e^mk  he  enp^ 
ported  by  ttiejui.  The.  aati-masons  required  «<  civil  pm« 
soniption  of  ma9Qi^  The  Jackson  party  in  th^  stets 
oould  not  yield  to  this  Fequirement  without  breakiag  up 
the  bonds  of  their  strength  and  perilling  its  powep ;  tmi 
the  anti-masooic  members  of  the  state  legislatUf^  ged^raJly 
went  with  the  national  republicans  as  tq  n^es^Mirei^.  Ait 
these  circumstances  cleai^iy  indicated  that  the  aatirailliOQift 
party  must  eventually  be  forced  intp  opposition  to  tha  Jatdb 
son  party.  Doubtless^  Gov.  Van  Buren  p^effo^ived:  Ihii 
when  he  penned  his  message  to  the  ]egis)^tui!S  in  }M8i 

The  anti-ma^oni^  fnarty  b^td  a  coAv^iia0  al  Alhatijr  im 
February,  182p.  Its  object  wa^  tp  8tre*(«he»  Iheioselves^ 
extend  their  lAfluence^  spread  iafQrmatio%  an$l  advise  all 
that  they  were  neitbisr  disooijuraged:  nqp  dtfAl^antfiiMndl.  ll» 
f^oceedii^  were  sijnilar  tp  lihoa^  o{  (onp^  €»oiiFwiioD% 
and  directed  exclusively  agaiai^i  free  fisaaawok 
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Tim  lilinnri  mpiiUiean  party,  tbougit  (liejP|M>Hedl  m 
large  a  vote  ib  1838,  iom  found  that  tlio3r  had  not 
drengtliL  to  efEbot  floaeb  of  themselves,  and  as  an  indepen- 
deat  aad  cepai'ale  party,  they  dwindled  iirto  inertness  and 
inaotiivtty^  They  were  not  leady  to  nnite  coidially  with 
th»  8nti«masonis  and  they  had  no  separate  power  of  their 
aoto^  ta  as^  with  effect  The  mitiHiiasens  wem  entbosiaa- 
tic^  peaseveriag  aad  eneigetie.  At  the  eleelion  in  I8S0, 
tha^'  electad  Albert  H.  Tracy  senator  from  the  eighth 
dialiBittI  by  a  amjarity  of  about  eight  thousand  votes,  and 
awried  the  oeuAlJaa  of  Erie,  Niagara,  Orleans,  Genesee, 
Lmngstoa^  Jion]:0ev  Allegany,  Cattarangue,  Cbautauque, 
Steuben,  Ontario^  Wayne,  Yates,  Seneca  and  Washington, 
aad  polled,  at  ia  eomputed,  about  sixty-seven  thousand 
XOte& 

At  the  session  of  the  legislature  of  1890,  Lieut.  Gov. 
ThiDop^  then  aoting  governor,  in  his  message,  alluded  to 
the*,  antisnasonio  excitement  with  less  of  dignity  and  more 
^  petulant  than  had  characterized  the  preceding  mes- 
sage. He  speaks  of  it  as  originating  ^  in  an  honest  zeal 
o^rflowiRg  its  proper  boundaries,  misdirected  in  its  efforts 
and  carrying  into  pubKo  affairs,  matters  properly  belong- 
ing to  social  discipKne.'*  He  further  intimates  that  these 
feelings  ^  give  evidence  of  speedily  subsiding  into  their 
natural  and  healthfbt  channel."  It  sbems  quite  apparent 
from  the  tone  of  this  message,  and  the  tiegislative  and  ex- 
ecutive action  during  the  ensuing  session,  that  the  Jackson 
party  now  found  that  they  must  stand  in  full  opposition  to 
the  anti-masonic  party,  and  they  probably  indulged  in 
some  apprehensions  as  to  the  power  of  a  party  who  had 
neariy  doubled  their  vote  in  a  single  year,  and  who  were 
bold,  confident  and  resolute  in  their  action.  At  any  rate 
legislative  action  at  this  session  was  more  than  commonly 
hostile  to  the  views  of  the  anti-masons,  who  went  on  with 
their  inves^ations  of  the  Morgan  outrage,  tiieir  persecu- 
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tion  of  free  maflooiy,  and  their  poKtical  moYemeiiU  pari 
passuj  and  made  each  bear  upon  the  other. 

The  aoti-masons  again  held  a  convention  at  Albany  in 
February,  1830.  After  providing  for  calling  a  national 
convention  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  and  a  state  conven- 
tion for  the  nomination  of  governor,  they  prepared  flpe- 
.oific  charges  against  the  grand  chapter  of  the  state,  for 
furnishing  funds  to  aid  the  Morgan  conspirators  in  escar 
ping  from  justice,  and  thus  interfering  to  defeat  the  doe 
administration  of  the  laws.  A  memorial  on  that  subject 
was  drawn  up  and  presented  to  the  legislature  then  in  ses- 
sion, praying  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  that 
body  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  grand  chapter  in 
this  respect,  inasmuch  as  said  chi4>ter  had  received  an  act 
of  incorporation  from  the  legislature.  The  legislature,  by 
a  vote  of  seventy-five  to  thirty,  in  effect  refused  the  com- 
mittee, by  referring  the  whole  subject  to  the  attorney  gen- 
eral, and  if  he  should  find  the  grand  chapter  guilty,  to 
file  a  quo  warranto.  This  was  not  what  the  anti-masons 
wanted,  nor  was  it  of  any  use  to  them  in  their  inquiries 
concerning  the  grand  chapter,  inasmuch  as  proof  of  lAe 
charges  must  be  made  before  a  quo  warranto  would  be 
granted,  and  this  proof  could  be  obtained  only  from  mem- 
bers of  the  chapter,  who  would  not  volunteer  it ;  and  the 
sole  object  the  anti-masons  had  in  asking  for  a  legislative 
committee*  was  by  this  means  to  force  proof  from  the 
members  of  the  chapter.  The  anti-masons  deemed  that 
by  this  vole,  the  majority  of  the  legislature  had  declared 
themselves  hostile  to  inquiry  into  the  misdeeds  of  ma- 
sonry. Another  circumstance  operated  very  strongly  upon 
the  anti-masons  to  induce  a  settled  conviction  in  their 
minds  that  the  political  majority  were  hostile  to  them  in. 
every  way,  even  in  the  prosecution  of  the  investigation. 
In  the  winter  of  1828,  a  law  for  the  appointment  of  spe- 
cial counsel  to  investigate  the  Morgan  outrage,  unasked 
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for  and  even  opposed  by  the  anti-maflona,  was,  upon  Ibe 
recommeDdation  of  acting  Grovernor  Pitcher,  passed*. 
Judge  Moflely  was  first  appointed  to  that  office.  After  his 
rengoation,  Mr.  John  C.  Spencer  received  the  appoint- 
ment. He  prosecuted  the  duties  of  this  office  with  his 
uaual  indefatigable  industry  and  effective  ability.  He  had 
traced  the  web  of  the  criminal  mystery  with  such  consid* 
erable  success,  that  he  thought  by  the  application  of  the 
reward  of  two  thousand  dollars  which  Gov.  Clinton  had 
previously  offered,  he  should  be  able  to  solve  the  whole 
mystery  of  Morgan's  murder.  He  wrote  to  Gov.  Throop 
for  advice  and  authority  to  so  use  the  money.  The  au- 
thority was  refused.  Mr.  Spencer's  report  to  the  legisla« 
ture  bore  very  hard  upon  the  western  masons.  It  was  of 
a  tone  calculated  to  aid  the  anti-maspns  politically.  There 
was  considerable  prospect  that  the  whole  conspiracy  would 
finally  be  developed.  This  would  strengthen  the  anti- 
masons.  The  legislature,  so  far  from  giving  any  hearty 
iq>proval  of  Mr.  Spencer's  very  efficient  proceedings,  cut 
down  his  salary  to  one  thousand  dollars.  Mr.  Spencer 
and  the  whole  body  of  the  anti*-masons  deemed  this  a 
studied  and  intentional  insult.  Mr.  Spencer  resigned,  and 
in  his  letter  of  resignation  complained  that  he  had  re* 
ceived  no  effective  aid  or  assistance  from  the  executive, 
and  that  even  his  confidential  communications  to  the  gov- 
ernor in  relation  to  the  conspiracy  had  been  disclosed  to 
the  counsel  for  the  conspirators.  From  all  this,  the  anti- 
masons  felt  themselves  autliorized  to  charge,  and  did 
charge  the  dominant  party  with  the  protection  of  mason- 
ry^ and  the  conspirators  in  the  Morgan  outrage.  From 
this  time  the  anti-masonic  party  stood  in  decided  hostility 
to  the  Jackson  party,  and  now  openly  avowed  what  they 
had  before  in  fact,  been  acting  upon,  opposition  to  the 
dominant  party. 
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All  these  movMnentB  prepared  the  mlkDiMomc  party 
to  look  solely  to  the  extension  of  their  own  peculiar  prin- 
oiplos,  and  to  the  sud  of  the  national  republicans  for  sne- 
oefls«  A  convention  was  held  at  Utica  in  August,  1890. 
Hcre»  for  die  firgi  time^  in  an  antinnfiasonic  convention, 
were  opinions  avowed  upon  important  political  measurea. 
These  opiniens,  now  avowed,  were  in  general  aocordanee 
with  these  ^q^posed  to  the  dominant  party;  and  were,' 
doubtless  made  pubtk;  with  a  view  to  obtain  the  support 
of  those  who,  though  disagreeme  with  ^hem  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  free  masonry,  still  otherwise  held  to  the  same  cotD^ 
moa  pofiticai  principles.  The  anti-masons  very  soon  for- 
got their  brief  indignation  against  Mr.  Granger  for  declii^ 
ing  their  first  nomination.  He  had  subsequently  acted 
with  them,  and  manifested  so  much  constancy  and  abHity, 
that  he  was  entirety  restored  to  their  affections  and  confi- 
dence. Mr.  Granger  was  nominated  as  candidate  for  gcv 
vernor,  and  Samuel  Stevens  of  New- York,  as  candidate 
for  lieulenant  governor.  Gov.  Tbroop  was  the  opposing 
candidate.  The  national  republicans  generally  concurred' 
in  the  nomination  of  Messrs.  Granger  and  Stevens  ;  and 
the  prospect  seemed  fair  for  theit  election.  Gov.  Throop 
was  ilir  from  being  the  strongest  man  in  his  own  party; 
and  was  certainly  not  strong  at  the  west.  Mr.  Granger 
commanded  the  enthusiastic  support  of  l^e  anti*masons^ 
and  the  cordial  aid  of  the  national  republicans.  He  was 
not  considered  personally  proscriptive,  whatever  might  be 
thought  of  Ibe  prinetples  of  anti-masonry  generally  ;  and 
he  was,  on  ^  whole,  the  strongest  man  on  that  side  thtxt 
could  be  selected.  If  the  national  republicans,  who  ad« 
hered  \o  free  masonry  in  the  eastern  and  central  contities, 
had  merged  their  strong  and  unmitigated  hatred  to  anti- 
masonry,  in  their  attachment  to  thcrr  professed  political 
principles,  which  these  hated  anti-masons  supported,  and 
like  a  majority  of  their  own  party,  cast  their  votes  for  the 
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cwdidates  sonunated  l^  the  aiili-nia80iia»  the  whole  poli- 
tical complexion  of  the  state  would  probably  have  been 
changed  at  this  election.  But  persons  of  this  class  felt 
persecuted  and  oppressed  by  political  anti-masonry,  and 
▼4>ted  iigainst  its  candidates ;  not  because  they  Uked  Jack- 
sooism  betler,  but  because  they  hated  anti-masonry  more. 
The  election  came  and  wa9  warmly  contested.  Mr. 
Throop  received  one  hundred  twenty-eight  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fbrty-two  votes,  and  Mr.  Granger  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thousand  three  hundred  and  flixty-one» 
Mr.  Throop*s  majority  being  a  little  more  than  eight  thou- 
sand. This  oleetion  had  the  effect  to  throw  permanently 
into  the  Jackson  party^  numbers  who,  if  anti-masonry 
had  not  been  a  question,  would  have  been  national  repub- 
licans. 

The  anti-masons,  though  feeling  a  great  degree  of  coo^ 
fidence  of  success  at  this  election,  and  though  very  much 
diappointed  in  the  result,  were  not  disheartened  or  dis- 
couraged. They  eontinued  their  political  efforts.  But  as 
further  prosecution  for  any  crime  short  of  murder,  con- 
nected with  the  Morgan  abduction^  had  been  barred  by  .the 
statute  of  limitation,  and  as  free  masonry  had  wholly  boon 
given  up  in  the  western  counties  and  indeed  almost  entire- 
ly throughout  the  state,  there  was  less  said  in  the  political 
meetings  and  addresses  about  Morgan  and  masonry,  and 
more  about  general  politics.  Iq  the  election  of  1881,  the 
ant>-mason8  elected  nearly  thirty  members  of  assembly, 
and  the  national  republicans  six.  The  connection  be- 
tween these  two  parties  was  gradually  growing  closer  and 
would  probably  by  this  time  have  been  nearly  complete, 
but  for  the  reason  that  they,  had  brought,  into  the  field 
separate  nominations  of  candidates  for  the  presidency  ; 
the  anti-masons  having  nominated  William  Wirt  as  theii: 
candidate,  and  the  national  republieavs  soon  after  having 
nominated  Mn  Clay.     The  period  of  the  election  of  pre- 
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sident  again  recurred  in  the  year  1832,  and  the  mode  of 
choosing  electors  of  president  and  vice  president  had, 
since  the  last  election  of  these  officers,  been  by  legialattre 
act  very  properly  changed  from  a  district  to  a  general 
ticket,  so  that  the  entu-e  vote  of  the  state  would  have  its 
weight  whichever  way  it  might  be  cast  Though  the 
anti-masons  and  national  republicans  had  separate  candi- 
dates for  president,  it  was  very  generally  supposed  and 
understood  that  a  state  and  electoral  ticket  would  be  so 
framed  that  it  might  receive  the  united  vote  of  both  par- 
ties. This  subject  was  unquestionably  duly  considered  by 
the  leaders  of  both  these  political  parties  before  the  meet- 
ing of  the  convention  of  either  of  them,  and  probably 
some  general  principle  of  union  was  honorably  under- 
stood. The  anti-masonic  convention  met  on  the  21st 
June,  1832,  and  again  nominated  Francis  Granger  and 
Samuel  Stevens  for  governor  and  lieutenant  governor,  and 
also  nominated  an  entire  electoral  ticket.  How  the 
gentlemen  so  nominated  as  candidates  for  electors  of  pre- 
sident and  vice  president  were  divided  as  between  Mr. 
Wirt  and  Mr.  Clay,  perhaps  no  one  ever  precisely  knew, 
as  they  never  had  an  opportunity  of  determining  the  ques- 
tion by  voting  for  president  A  large  portion  of  them 
were  gentlemen  not  ultra  in  their  personal  preference  nor 
blindly  wedded  to  individuals,  but  were  all  opposed  to 
Gen.  Jackson  ;  and  it  is  probable  if  the  ticket  had  been 
successful  they  would  have  been  governed  in  their  votes 
by  the  result  of  the  elections  in  other  states.  This  ticket 
was  satisfactory  to  the  national  repubHcans,  who  at  a  con- 
vention held  on  the  25th  of  July  adopted  it  entire.  This 
perhaps  may  be  considered  a  political  union  of  the  anti- 
masons  and  national  republicans  of  this  state.  A  union 
the  more  firmly  cemented  by  a  common  defeat  At  the 
election  which  ensued,  William  L.  Marcy,  the  gubernato- 
rial candidate  of  the  Jackson  oarty,  received  one  hundred 
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and  sixty-six  thoasand  four  hundred  and  ten  votes,  and 
Mr.  Granger  received  one  hundred  and  iifty-six  thousand 
six  hundred  and  seventy-two,  leaving  Mr.  Marcy  a  majori- 
ty of  nearly  ten  thousand  votes.  Here  probably  should 
properly  terminate  the  history  of  political  anti-masonry, 
as  after  this  election  the  distinctive  name  of  the  party  was 
to  a  great  degree  merged  in  the  union  thus  effected  ; 
which  united  party  became  soon  to  be  designated  as  the 
whig  party.  In  1834,  the  gubernatorial  candidates  of  the 
respective  parties  were  William  L.  Marcy  of  the  Jackson 
party,  who  received  one  hundred  and  eighty-one  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  five,  and  William  H.  Seward  of  the 
whig  party  who  received  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
diousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  giving  Mr.  Marcy 
a  majority  of  near  thirteen  thousand  votes.  In  1836, 
William  L.  Marcy,  again  a  candidate,  received  one  hundred 
and  sixty-six  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  votes, 
and  Jesse  Buel,  the  whig  candidate,  one  hundred  and 
thirty-six  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty-eight  In  1837, 
there  was  a  complete  overthrow  of  the  Jackson  party  in 
the  legislative  elections,  entirely  unexpected  by  both  par- 
ties. In  1838,  they  measured  strength  at  a  governor's 
election,  and  William  H.  Seward,  the  whig  candidate,  re- 
ceived one  hundred  and  ninety-two  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eighty-two  votes,  and  William  L.  Marcy,  again  the 
Jackson  candidate,  received  one  hundred  and  eighty-two 
thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty-one,  leaving  Mr.  Seward 
more  than,  ten  thousand  majority.  In  1840,  Mr.  Seward 
was  again  elected  governor  by  a  majority  of  about  six 
thousand  over  William  C.  Bouck,  the  Van  Buren  candi- 
date. Though  these  latter  events  do  not  naturally  per- 
haps fall  within  the  scope  of  the  history  of  political  anti* 
masonry,  yet  the  whig  ascendancy  in  this  state  is  mainly 
indebted  for  its  permanence,  if  not  for  its  first  success,  to 
the  steady  opposition  of  the  anti-masonic  counties,  and  to 
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the  iwftNmnly  hnry  oiajorilieB  whidb  ihoM  ot^mitfeir  hk«e 
cocwtantly  giren  at  evety  cooteffted  eleetkm. 

A  Bummftry  in  brie^  0f  the  origin,  ptogtew  and  Mflii^ 
eoce  of  the  anti-masonic  p«rty,  as  aj^tieal  party,  may 
perhaps  properly  close  this  asrtide. 

Its  origin  waa  in  the  violent  abduction  and  murder  of 
William  Morgan^  commitled  by  infatoated  masons,  ass  tte 
cequtred  masonic  paoishment  for  the  revelation  of  roasonie 
aecreta  It  commenced  in  the  honest  and  pratsewofthy 
desire  to  idvesCigate  a  ciiminaJ  transaction  of  gnsat  tWf^ 
lude,  ferret  out  the  ofenders  and  bring  them  to  jtisticey  and 
with  no  motive  or  purpose  of  political  action.  The  pro^ 
l^^ess  of  the  kivestigation,  arrayed  those  pursuing  it,  iigainsi 
the  masonic  institution,  which  they  thou^t  had  perpetrate 
ed  the  offence,  screened  the  ofienders,  and  owned  obliga-* 
tions,  and  owed  duties,  inconsistent  with  die  just  dutiee  of 
the  citizen,  and  dangerous  to  society.  This  institutiott 
aiid  its  members^  were  pursued  politically,  because  there 
was  no  other  mode,  short  of  violence,  by  which  it  couM 
be  suooessfttUy  combatted.  The  change  from  hunting  out 
criminal  ofienders,  to  hunting  down  the  institution,  was 
gradual  but  rapid  in  the  public  mind,  and  was  experienced 
by  those  who  were  upon  the  spot  and  knew  ail  the  cir» 
oumstances  of  the  case ;  and  those  who  felt  thus  changed, 
and  resorted  to  this  action,  were  a  majority  of  an  inteli»« 
gent,  reflecting^  clear  headed  and  virtuous  community,  b 
is  inconceivable  that  such  men  coubi  have  entered  upon 
and  persevered  in  a  course  unnecessarily  violent,  or  fVoni 
any  dishonest,  unpatriotic,  or  selfish  purposes.  Masses  of 
intelligent  men  may  be. excited,  but  Ihey  will  seldom  peiv 
sist  in  a  dishonest  course  or  oommit  (iontinaed  acts  of  m^ 
just  oppres^on.  The  community  were  aroused  by  the 
information  of  an  unprecedented  and  high4iaAded  crtnie. 
Their  feelings  were  gradually  rais»lio  a  higher  and  higlMr 
piteh,  by  disclosures  or  obstacles  with  whteh^veryslef^of 
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est one,  and  all  people,  as  well  as  committees,  were  aflbcted 
by  it  and  carried  along  with  it  No  mere  politician  cooM 
have  had  sagacity  enough  to  have  foreseen  that,  taking 
aidvantage  of  this  feeling  and  giving  it  a  direction,  coold 
have  added  to  his  political  importance,  as  no  one  could 
then  have  foreseen  that  it  would  lead  to  any  political  ve> 
salts.  All  were  affected,  honestly  aflfected,  by  the  feelings 
and  went  along  with  it.  There  were  few  politicians  upon 
the  early  committees.  Theodore  F.  Talbot,  Timothy 
Fiteh,  Sherman  Holden,  Samuel  Works,  Jotiah  BisseU, 
jr.,  Henry  Ely,  Frederick  F.  Backus,  Bates  Cooke,  John 
H.  Phillips,  Thuriow  Weed,  Frederick  Whittlesey,  and 
numerous  others  were  upon  the  early  committees,  and 
were  efiective  in  investigating  the  outrage  long  before  the 
question  became  political  Few  of  them  were  politicians, 
and  they  were  of  diSerent  political  creeds.  It  is  hardly 
ciBdtt>le  that  diese  gentlemen  should  have  had  sagacity 
enough  to  have  taken  hokl  of  it  for  the  purpose  of  givmg 
il  a  poiiticid  direction,  though  some  of  them  have  been 
very  effective  in  pushing  it  politically  since.  David  C. 
Millep  heU  a  prominent  place  in  this  affair  at  the  firsts 
He  was  the  pubKfber  of  Morgan*s  book-^  mason  ;  his 
character  did  not  stand  high,  before  or  after.  He,  doubt- 
len,  dontrlbttted  to  the  excitement,  both  for  protection  and 
pi\>fit  The  same  may,  perhaps,  be  said  of  Solomon  South- 
wick  and  seme  others.  After  anti-masonry  began  to  shew 
evidence  of  pblitical  power,  and  the  principles  of  the 
ftetion  became  more  generally  known,  others  jo»ed  its 
ranks ;  some,  doubtless,  from  the  hope  of  politieal  prefer- 
ment^ but  most,  it  must  be  believed,  from  honest  convic- 
tkm  of  its  propriety.  Thomas  C.  Love,  Millard  FiH- 
mete,  and  Albert  H.  Traey  of  Buflalo  ;  Trumbull  Gary, 
Harvey  Putnam,  Seth  W.  Gates,  Henry  Hawldns,  and 
others  from  Qeneiee  ;  Abner  H^letine,  and  George  A. 
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French  of  Chautauque ;  George  H.  Bougbtoo,  and  Jadge 
Deveaux  of  Niagara ;  James  Wadsworth,  Philo  C.  Fuller^ 
George  W,  Patterson,  and  John  Young  of  Livingston ; 
Francis  Granger,  Henry  W.  Taylor,  and  Samuel  M.  Hop- 
kins of  Ontario;  Myron  Holley  of  Wayne;  Robert  S.  Rose 
of  Seneca;  Wiliiani  H.  Seward  of  Cayuga;  Thomas  Beek- 
man  of  Madison ;  Henry  C.  Martindale  of  Washington ; 
William  H.  Maynard,  of  Oneida,  and  hundreds  of  othera, 
who  have  filled  prominent  and  responsible  stations  in  the 
political  .world,  to  say  nothing  of  John  Birdsall,  the  cir- 
cuit judge  of  the  eighth  circuit,  and  John  C.  Spencer,  spe- 
cial counsel,  and  both  Jackson  men,  could  hardly  have 
joined  the  anti-masonic  party  from  mere  personal  or  self- 
ish considerations.  They  were  afiected  by  the  same  feel- 
ings with  the  people  among  whom  they  lived,  and  with 
whom  they  daily  associated.  The  inexpressible  eneif;y 
and  indomitable  spirit  with  which  the  cause  was  prosecut- 
ed ;  the  enthusiasm  of  feeling,  and  the  perseverance  in  ef^ 
fort  which  was  exhibited  ;  the  steady  constancy  and  unfal- 
tering exertion  manifested  in  its  progress ;  never  tiring, 
never  flagging,  never  faltering,  are  among  the  evidences 
that  those  who  could  keep  up  so  much  heart,  and  perse- 
vere with  so  much  effort,  were  as  honest  as  they  showed 
themselves  determined  in  their  purposes. 

The  influence  of  anti-masonry  upon  other  political  paiv 
ties  has  been  marked,  and  will  not  soon  be  effaced.  In 
the  western  counties  it  early  drew  to  itself  a  majority  of 
the  old  Clintonian  party,  and  a  large  detachment  from  the 
Tammany  party.  It  drove  to  the  Jadison  party  those 
adherents  of  free  masonry  who  thought  themselves  pro- 
scribed and  oppressed  by  anti*masonry,  and  some  of  the 
leaders  of  the  Clintonian  party  who  thought  anti-masonry 
was  either  proscriptive  or  would  be  ephemeral.  It  very 
much  changed  the  material  of  the  Jackson  party  from 
what  it  otherwise  would  have  been.    The  Jackson  party 
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had  felt  this  in  the  secession  of  many  of  those  men  who 
were  drawn  into  its  ranks  in  1830,  by  the  proscriptive 
character  of  anti-masonry,  while  the  western  anti-masonic 
counties  have  remained  as  true  and  steady  to  their  recent 
alliance,  as  they  were  staunch  and  energetic  on  their  old 
battle  field.  Twelve  years  of  repeated  experiments  upon 
these  western  counties,  only  serve  to  show  that  they  came 
out  stronger  at  every  trial — were  powerful  against  every 
opposition.  This  tenacity  of  purpose  which  has  marked 
the  anti-masonic  counties,  seems  to  indicate  a  reliable 
steadiness  which  it  is  almost  hopeless  for  their  opponents 
to  attempt  to  change,  and  which  those  counties  have  un- 
doubtedly acquired  from  the  stern  and  vindictive  contests 
which  were  thus  waged  in  the  earlier  days  of  anti-mason- 
ry. It  is  the  spirit  of  anti-masonry  which  there  still  ex- 
ists which  causes  this  steadiness,  and  which  will  probably 
not  abate  until  at  least  the  present  generation  shall  have 
passed  away.  It  has  been  of  material  service  in  advanc- 
ing the  present  whig  administration  into  power,  and  sus- 
taining them  therein.  Whether  it  will  continue  to  furnish 
such  aid  with  the  same  success,  it  remains  for  the  future 
political  historian  to  record. 
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CHAPTER  XXXIX. 

PSQM  iANUAEY  U  Vm,  TO  JANUARY  1. 1833. 

Very  little  unproTement  wap  made  in  either  of  the  b* 
gisJative  houses  hy  the  new  membrnv  chosen  at  the  late 
election.  From  the  eighth  district,  the  anti-masons  had 
choaen  Judge  Birdsalli  a  man  of  talents^  but  unfortunately, 
constitutionally  nervous,  and  occassionaUy  subject  to  dy»* 
peptic  affections,  which  depressed  his  mental  energies  and 
rendered  him  indisposed  to  take  that  active  part  in  the 
business  of  legislation  and  in  political  operations,  for 
which,  had  he  been  in  mind  and  body  in  sound  health,  he 
was  eminently  qualified* 

Mr.  John  W.  Edmonds  was  an  exceedingly  active  par- 
tizan,  and  possessed  of  considerable  talent  His  taste^ 
however,  seemed  to  lead  him  to  devote  his  attention  mors 
t0  polilical  management,  than  to  the  important  and  serious 
part  of  legislation. 

Mr.  Robert  Lansing,  a  senator  from  Jefierson  eouaty, 
was  inexperienced  in  public  life,  but  a  young  man  of  tair 
mind,  and  endowed  with  talents  sufficient  to  render  him 
an  useful  member  of  the  legislature.  His  diffidence  and 
modesty  prevented  his  taking  a  very  active  part  in  the 
senate. 

In  the  assembly,  the  anti-masons  again  returned  Mr. 
Granger  and  Mr.  Nicholas.  The  party  however  suffered 
a  loss  by  Mr.  Fillmore  not  being  returned.  He  was,  I  be- 
lieve, a  member  of  congress.  That  loss  was,  neverthe- 
less, nearly,  if  not  quite,  made  good  by  the  election  of  a 
plain  farmer  from  the  county  of  Livingston.  1  allude  to 
Geoi^  W.  Patterson,  whose  strong,  vigorous  powers  of 
mind  were  not  immediately  developed,  but  who  in  the 


1683.]  or  mm^itinM.  405 

course  of  the  sestion  began  to  afibrd  evidence  df  intel- 
lectual energiett  of  no  ordinary  character  or  grade. 

The  national  repubiicana  of  the  county  of  Queens  this 
year  returned  Mr.  John  A.  King,  of  whom  I  have  before 
spoken.  The  same  party  also  elected  Jedediah  Miller,  a 
respectable  and  very  popular  lawyer  from  the  county  of 
Schoharie,  and  Hiram  Bennett,  formerly  a  regency  mem- 
ber from  the  county  of  Soliivan, 

The  Jackson  party  added  very  lilde  to  the  talents  of 
their  party  in  the  assembly  this  year,  except  from  the  city 
of  New- York,  whose  representation  was,  I  think,  some- 
what improved  by  the  election  of  Judah  Hammond  and 
Myndert  Van  Schaick,  both  of  them  lawyers  and  estima- 
ble as  citizens. 

Mr.  Isaac  R.  Van  Duzer,  an  active  young  man  of  prom- 
ising talents,  was  elected  on  the  Jackson  ticket  from  the 
county  of  Orange,  and  though  he  afterwards  became  some- 
what erratic  in  his  political  course,  soon  gave  evidence  of 
considerable  talents  as  a  legislator. 

Mr.  Charles  L.  LivingMon  was  again  elected  speaker 
without  serious  opposition. 

Two  or  three  of  the  first  pages  of  the  governor's  mes- 
sage, as  printed  in  the  Senate  Journal,  are  occupied  by  him 
in  laying  down  general  maxims  in  relation  to  good  gov- 
ernments, and  in  comparing  the  American  with  European 
governments.  The  same  obscurity  and  awkwardness  as  a 
writer  are  manifested  by  the  governor  on  this  occasion,  as 
were  exhibited  by  him  in  his  inaugural  address.  I  vriH 
not  take  up  the  time  of  the  reader  by  presenting  him  with 
quotations  to  prove  the  correctness  of  this  remark.  It  w 
nevertheless  remarkaUe  that  in  what  may  properiy  bar 
called  the  buskiess  part  of  his  message,  and  where  the  gq^ 
vemor  exhibits  to  the  legislature  the  financial  condition  of 
the  state,  his  views  are  presented  clearly,  without  tai;itol(^, 
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and  with  neatnew,  and  in  some  placei^  with  elegance.* 
Tlie  topics  embraced  by  the  message  were  of  the  ordinary 
character.  He  recommended  a  state  tax  to  supply  the 
deficiency  in  the  general  fund,  and  he  says,  **  a  hope  is 
held  out  to  us  that  the  public  lands  or  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale  of  them  may  be  distributed  among  the  states."  His 
remarks  in  relation  to  common  schools  and  agriculture, 
and  his  suggestions  of  necessary  improTements  in  our 
penitentiary  system  and  criminal  code^  are  judicious  and 
in  all  respects  praisworthy. 

Although  the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
did  not  expire  until  the  year  1886,  it  applied  at  the  ses- 
sion of  congress  in  the  winter  of  1882  for  a  renewal 
Whether  the  opponents  of  the  re-election  of  General 
Jackson  had  encouraged  this  course,  under  an  impres- 
sbn  that,  considering  the  attitude  he  had  assumed  in  re- 
lation to  the  question  of  re-chartering  the  bank,  the  agi- 
tation o(  the  question  of  its  re-charter  might  embarrass 
him  and  aid  them ;  or  whether  the  friends  of  the  bank  be- 
ing, as  they  were,  certain  of  a  majority  in  both  houses  in 
their  favor,  entertained  the  belief  that,  if  the  bill  for  re- 
newing the  charter  should  pass  both  houses,  the  president 
would  not  venture  to  veto  it ;  or  if  he  did,  that  that  act, 
together  with  the  influence  the  bank  could  bring  to  bear 
against  him,  would  be  sufficient  to  defeat  his  election  ;  or 
rather,  whether  all  these  considerations  combined,  did  not 
induce  this  early  application,  are  questions  which  I  shall 
not  attempt  to  decide.  The  fact  that  such  application  had 
been  made,  furnished  an  excuse  for  an  expression  of  opi- 
BioQ  by  the  New- York  legislature  ;  and,  indeed,  it  must 
be  admitted^  that  the  occasion  afforded  a  much  better  rea- 
■oa  for  the  legislative  action  of  this  state,  than  existed 

•Sbm«rita0O9poMMioreoY.TIiroop  tftetod  lo  believv  that  fhii  ptttorSwBBi- 


WtHL}  OP  NfiW^TORK.  4tf7 

n^ben  Mr.  liloTehouse  offered  his  resolution  in  the  session 
of  1881. 

Pretty  early  in  the  session,  Mr.  Dtetz,  an  honest  and 
unpretending  member  of  the  senate,  from  the  county  of 
Schoharie,  was  chosen  by  the  Jackson  leaders  to  introduce 
a  joint  resolution  into  that  house,  against  the  renewal  of 
the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  instruct- 
ing the  senators,  and  requesting  the  members  in  the  house 
of  representatives  of  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  to 
resist  such  renewal.  The  resolution  was  very  fully  and 
ably  discussed.  It  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Beardsley, 
Tallmadge  and  Edmonds,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Allen, 
Bronson,  Maynard  and  Seward  ;  but  on  the  10th  of  Feb- 
ruary it  passed  by  a  vote  of  twenty  against  ten. 

Messrs.  Allen  of  New-Yorl^  Bronson  of  Oswego,  and 
Rexford  of  Delaware,  were  the  only  members  of  the  sen- 
ate belonging  to  the  Jackson  party  who  voted  against  it 
Mr.  Tracy  does  not  appear  to  have  voted  on  the  question. 
All  the  other  anti-masons  were  in  their  seats,  and  voted 
i^^nst  it 

When  the  resolution  reached  the  assembly,  it  there  en- 
countered a  very  vigorous  opposition,  but  finally  passed 
by  the  strong  vote  of  seventy-five  to  thirty-seven.  It  is 
worthy  of  remaric,  that  Mr.  Speaker  Livingston,  Mr.  Ham- 
mond, Mr.  Moi^an,  Mr.  Van  Schaick  and  Mr.  Stillwell, 
four  of  the  most  distinguished  members  from  the  city  of 
New- York,  voted  against  the  resolution. 

I  have  mentioned  that  Mn  Van  Buren  was  appomted 
by  Gen.  Jackson  minister  to  England.  He  had  sailed  foj* 
London  the  summer  preceding  this  session,  and  was  now 
our  accredited  representative  at  the  court  of  St  James. 
But  the  United  States  senate  had  not  yet  passed  upon  his 
nomination  by  the  president.  The  president,  early  in  the 
session,  sent  in  his  nomination  to  the  senate,  but  action 
upon  it  was  I7  that  body  long  delayed,  and  finally  it  was 
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Injected.  This  rejection  was  produced  m  tte  fidl««i]Bg 
manDer : 

Notwithstanding  the  great  personal  pepuiarity  of  Gen. 
Jaekson^  by  the  extraordinary  tact  and  address  of  Mr. 
Clay,  then  a  member  of  the  senate,  a  niaj<»ity  of  thai 
body  was  formed  and  organized  against  him  ;  and  as  Mr. 
Van  Buren  was  known  to  be  the  peculiar  favorite  of 
Gen.  Jackson,  and  already  destined  by  him  to  be  his  sac- 
cesser,  this  measure  was  selected  by  the  opposition  as  the 
most  efiectual  manner  of  checking  the  power  and  mortify- 
ing the  pride  of  the  general,  and  of  conyindl^  ths 
American  people  that  the  senate  could  and  woukl  control 
the  disposition  of  the  national  patronage.  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
while  secretary  of  state,  had  instructed  Mr.  McLean,  his 
piredecessor  in  the  mission  to  England,  that  in  oixler  to 
ccMiciliate  the  British  ministry,  and  induce  them  to  lend  a 
m(M^  favorable  ear  to  certain  claims  which  Mr.  McLean 
was  jdirected  to  urge,  that  the  administratioB  of  Gen.  Jack- 
son was  more  favorably  inclined  towards  the  then  ruling 
party  in  England,  than  that  of  Mr.  Adams.  This  was  the 
ostensible  cause  on  which  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren  was  resisted.  Perhaps  it  was  wrong  to  have  in« 
structed  an  American  minister  in  his  diplomatic  communi- 
cations to  allude  at  all  to  the  views  and  feelings  of  any 
party  in  this  country  ;  but  be  that  as  it  may.  Gen.  Jack* 
son  officially  assured  the  senate  that  that  part  of  the  in- 
structions to  Mr.  McLean  was  inserted  by  his  express  di- 
rectioo.  This  assurance  however  only  tended  to  confirm 
the  majoriiy  in  their  opposition  to  the  nomination. 

Considering  the  materials  of  which  thfe  senate  was  com- 
posed, and  the  large  majority  which  in  the  nation  then  ex- 
isted against  the  national  republican  party  and  Mr.  Clay, 
who  was  its. acknowledged  leader,  it  may  seem  singular 
how  a  majority  of  the  senate  oouM  have  been  organized 
which  would  aet  with  Mr.  Clay.    The  following  was 
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MbstatttiaHy  the  situation  in  which  the  leading  misinbers 
of  the  senate,  opposed  to  Gen.  Jackson,  were  placed. 
So  far  as  related  to  itieasures  iand  principles,  properly  $o 
iq>eakiAg,  there  were  then  in  existence  two  parties.  The 
obe  belieiFed  that  a  full  and  ample  protection  ought  to  be 
aflbrded  by  the  national  government  to  the  manufactures 
and  industry  of  the  country,  and  that  a  liberal  construe^ 
^n  ought  to  be  given  to  the  powers  conferred  by  the 
^eonstitntion  upon  the  national  legislature.  The  othei* 
party  warmly  opposed  all  protecting  duties  as  directly  for- 
tndden  by  the  federal  compact.  They  held  to  a  strict 
construction  of  the  constitution,  and  they  contended  that 
when  the  general  government  in  its  legislation  palpably 
exceeded  its  powers,  every  smgle  state  had  a  right  by  law 
toiicttify  its  acts ;  and  that  whether  the  general  govern- 
ment <Sd  or  did  not  exceed  its  powers  it  belonged  to  the 
kidividual  state,  and  not  to  the  supreme  judiciary  of  the 
nnioil,  to  decide.  The  first  class  was  composed  principal- 
ly of  the  citizens  of  the  grain  growing,  and  the  latter  of 
tfie  planting  and  slave  holding  states.  At  the  head  of 
tfie  first  dass  stood  Mr.  Clay  ;  of  the  last,  Mr.  Calhoun. 
Both  were  men  eminent  for  their  talents  and  public  servi- 
ces, and  both  were  rival  candidates  for  the  first  office  in 
the  nation.  GSen.  Jackson  and  Mr.  Van  fiuren  seemed  to 
be  situated  between  these  two  extremes.  Gen.  Jackson 
had,  before  his  election,  in  answer  to  an  inquiry  made  of 
him  by  some  of  his  western,  friends,  declared  himself  to 
be  in  favor  of  a  ^^judicums  "  tarifiT,  but  what  in  his  judg- 
ment a  judicious  tariff  was,  he  had  not  specifically  ex- 
plamed.  Mr.  Calhoun  might  suppose  it  to  be  the  high 
tariff  of  1^8,  and  Mr.  Clay  might  imagine  it  was  the  low 
tariff  of  1816.  Mr.  Calhoun  did  not  know  how  aoon  th^ 
president  might  join  in  the  measure  of  Mn  Clay,  and  the 
latter  was  utteriy  uncertain  whether  Mr.  Calhoun  and  his 
aoutbem  fiiends  might  not,  in  a  short  time,  be  united 
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with  Gen.  JiK^son.  Both  were  very  well  aMured  that 
Jackson  was  too  strong  for  either  of  them  single  handed^ 
and  they  had  good  reason  to  fear  what  afterwards  pro?ed 
to  be  the  fisLcty  that  his  popularity  was  too  great  to  be 
successfully  resisted,  even  if  the  force  of  both  were 
united. 

In  this  situation  of  affairs  Mr.  Clay  proposed  tbe  ft- 
inoua  compromise  act^  which  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Calhoun 
and  his  friends,  and  although  this  compromise  was  not 
consummated  until  some  time  after  Mr.  Van  Bure&'« 
nomination  waa  rejected,  there  is  reason  to  suspect  it  was 
then  projected.  By  this  co9ipromise,  the  national  repub- 
lioans,  at  the  end  of  ten  years,  were,  in  effea,  to  abandon 
the  American  system,  while  the  nuUifiers,  on  their  part, 
consented  that  that  abandonment  should  be  exceedingly 
gradual,  and  its  consummation  long  delayed.  In  this  way, 
what,  as  I  have  before  remarked,  is  not  uncommon  in  poli- 
tics, as  well  as  in  other  human  affairs,  the  extremes  united. 
The  result  was  the  rejection  of  the  nomination  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren. 

While  on  the  subject  of  this  famous  compromise,  I  may 
as  well  remark,  that  it  received  the  approbation  of  all 
parties  in  the  state  of  New-York;  not  because  they  were 
desirous  of  giving  up  the  protective  system,  but  because 
they  were  anxious  to  preserve  the  union,  which  they  be- 
lieved would  inevitably  be  severed,  if  the  tariff  was  not 
abandoned.  A  great  meeting  of  distinguished  individuals, 
without  distinction  of  parties,  waa  held  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  of  which  the  late  Chancellor  Kent  was  president, 
and  Stephen  Allen  and  Gideon  Lee,  vice  presidents,  which 
adopted  resolutions  in  favor  of  a  compromise,  and  on  which 
occasion  Peter  A.  Jay  delivered  a  most  eloquent  and  im- 
pressive speech,  demonstrating  that  the  son  of  the  ^*old 
patriot,''  John  Jay,  inherited  a  portion  of  the  same  attach- 
ment to  the  union,  and  independence  of.  Ameiica,  foe 
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which  that  iage  of  the  revolution  was  bo  emanetly  distiB* 
guished. 

When  it  'Was  known  that  the  senate  had  non-concarred 
in  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  his  friends  in  the 
New- York  legislature  and  the  citizens  of  Albany,  held  a 
meeting  for  the  purpose  of  making  public  their  indigna- 
tion at  this  act,  which  they  considered  and  denominated 
an  unprecedented  outrage.  Mr.  N.  P.  Tallmadge,  on  that 
occasion,  distinguished  himself  by  delivering  kn  eloquent 
speech,  denouncing  the  measure  wiAh  great  severity.  Simi- 
lar meeting  were  held  in  various  other  cities  and  villages 
in  the  state  and  nation.  From  the  indignant  expression 
which  generally  accompanied  the  speeches  delivered  and 
resolutions  adopted  at  these  meetings,  the  opposition  gave 
the  name  of  ^'  ind^natum  meeting^*  to  these  assemblies. 

To  me  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  course  taken  by  the 
senate  on  this  occasion  was  ultimately  beneficial  to  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  aa  there  can  be  little  doubt  but  that  this  act, 
which  presented  him  to  the  American  people  as  the  victim 
of  persecution*  was  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  his 
nomination  by  the  Baltimore  convention,  for  the  office  of 
vice  president 

While  on  the  subject  of  national  affairs,  I  will  take  this 
occasion  to  state,  that  Gen.  Root,  who  was  now  a  member 
of  congress,  made  a  speech  dunng  the  winter  session, 
which  afforded  decisive  evidence  that  he  was  determined 
to  oppose  the  Jackson  party  in  the  state  and  nation. 

An  interesting  discussion  took  place  in  the  New-York 
senate  in  relation  to  the  financial  conoems  of  the  state. 
Mr.  Bronson,  in  accordance  vnth  the  views  of  the  gover- 
nor and  comptroller,  on  the  28th  day  of  February,  brought 
in  a  IhII  enacting  that  a  tax  of  one  mill  on  the  dollar  of 
the  valuation  of  real  and  personal  property  within  the 
state,  should  be  levied  annually  for  three  years.  This  bjll 
presented  for  the  discussi<Hi  of  the  senate  the  great  ques- 
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tion,  whether  the  general  fund  should  be  preterved,  aod 
its  income  only  expended;  or  whether  its  capital  shookl 
be  uaed  to  defray  the  ordinary  eiipenies  of  the  state  go- 
veitiineDt  in  anticipation,  that  by  the  time  it  should  be 
exhausted,  the  state  could  then  avail  itself  of  the  surplus 
revenue  arising  from  the  canals  to  meet  its  necessary  ex- 
penses; it  being  assumed  that,  before  the  general  fund 
would  be  exhausted,  the  canal  debt  would  be  paid  off  and 
cancelled.  It  is  a  singular  fact,  that  all  those  memberiy 
except  Mr.  Tracy,  who  were  in  favor  of  constmcting  the 
Chenango  canal,  and  engaging  in  other  works  of  internal 
improvements,  which  would  add  greatly  to  the  canal  debt, 
opposed  any  state  tax,  and  assumed  the  ground  I  have  last 
indicated  as  the  true  policy  of  the  state.  For  my  own 
part,  I  think  the  governor  6nd  comptroller  were  snbstan- 
stiaily  right  That  the  general  fund  ought  to  have  been 
replenished  by  a  temporary  state  tax;  that  the  canals, 
after  the  canal  debt  should  have  been  paid,  should  have 
been  required  to  re-imburse  the  general  fund  by  repayii^ 
the  moneys  received  from  the  auction  and  salt  duties,  with 
interest;  and  the  income  arising  from  those  sources 
should  have  been  restored  to  the  general  fund.  This 
would  have  furnished  a  capital,  whose  income  would  have 
been  qinte  sufficient  to  defray  all  the  legitimate  expenses 
of  the  state  government  When  this  was  accomplished, 
the  profits  ar»ing  frotn  the  property  of  the  state  in  canals, 
in  my  judgment,  ought  to  have  been  in  good  faith,  and 
with  the  most  sacred  fidelity,  applied  to  the  making  of 
other  internal  improvements.  Had  the  state  have  pursued 
this  policy,  how  enviable  woerld  have  been  our  present 
condition  t  We  should  at  this  moment  have  been  in 
the  receipt  of  a  nett  annnal  income,  of  probably,  more 
than  a  miHion  of  dollars.  What  oommunity  on  earth 
could  have  exhibited  such  financial  prosperity  7  The  great 


error  of  the  /unerican  people,  wd  the  AmericM  ttttea^  kf 
Ibftt  they  are  in  '^  too  much  haite  to  beooioe  rich." 

These  inmeiuiely  iooportant  qoeatioiiB  were  diicuaaed 
elaborately  and  with  great  ability  in  the  senate.  Beards- 
ley,  Maynard,  Seward  and  others  opposed,  and  Bronson 
and  Tracy  suM'orted  the  bill.  On  the  final  vote  a  very 
large  oMyority  were  found  to  be  apposed  to  a  state  tax, 
only  five  members,  Bronson,  Fish,  Fuller  Halsey  and 
Tracy  voting  in  favor  of  it 

Hie  appmnUnent  mAde  by  the  governor  during  the  recess 
of  the  legiriaUure,  of  Jonas  Earll,  Jr.  canal  commissioner, 
was  confirmed  by  the  two  houses^  and  all  the  state  officers 
were  re*appointed«  The  anti-masons  supported  opposi- 
tion candidates  in  every  instance.  For  secretary  of  state, 
they  voted  for  Gideon  Hawley ;  comptroller,  John  C. 
Spencer  ;  treasurer,  William  Mayell ;  attorney  general, 
Samuel  M.  Hopkins  ;  surveyor  general,  James  Geddes^ 
and  for  commissary  general,  Peter  Skein  Smiths  These 
candidates  received  seven  votes  in  the  senate,  and  twenty* 
two  voters  in  the  assembly. 

A  bill  for  constructing  the  Chenango  canal  was  agaui 
introduced  into  the  senate,  by  Mr.  Hubbard,  and  passed 
that  house,  but  in  such  form  and  with  such  restrictiona  as 
wouU  hardly  have  satisfied  the  applicants.  It  provided 
that  no  water  should  be  taken  from  the  Oriskaay  or  Sada* 
quada  creeks ;  it  forbade  the  oommissioaerB  to  pay  any 
damages  to  the  owners  of  land  through  which  the  canal 
should  pass^  (the  applicants  having  represented  that  voir 
untary  releases  wouM  be  given,  or  would  be  proeured 
witfiout  expense  on  the  part  of  the  state,)  and  it  prohibit^* 
ed  the  commissioners  from  commencing  the  work  until  the 
state  should  be  amply  indemnified  by  good  personal  secu* 
rity  against  an  expenditure  of  over  a  millbn  of  dollars.  In 
this  shape,  the  bill  passed  the  senate  by  a  vote  of  sixteen 
to  fifteen  ;  but  it  was  lost  in  the  assembly,  all  the  exer- 
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tionS  of  Mr.  Granger  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
The  vote  in  that  house  stood  sixty-four  to  fifty-two.  The 
friends  of  the  bill  in  the  assembly  consisted  of  the  anti- 
masons,  the  members  from  the  Chenango  valley,  and  aev- 
6ral  of  the  members  from  the  city  of  New-Yoric 

Before  the  adjournment  of  the  legislature,  it  was,  I  be- 
lieve, pretty  well  understood  that  Mr.  Throop  would  not 
be  a  candidate  for  a  re-election. 

The  office  of  governor  of  the  state  of  New-York,  at  iJl 
times  subjects  a  man  to  great  anxiety  and  vexation,  aside 
from  the  pain  inflicted  on  a  sensitive  mind  by  the  cruel 
attacks  and  wanton  abuse  of  political  opponents,  and  the 
more  deep  and  painful  wounds  inflicted  by  ostensible 
friends.  It  is  almost  the  last  situation  which  a  man  who 
desires  ease  and  quiet  would  seek  or  even  consent  to  oc- 
cupy. Prom  the  opinion  I  have  formed  of  Gov.  Throop, 
I  think  he  is  naturally  much  inclined  to  a  peaceful  if  not 
retired  life.  Without  further  inquiry  therefore  we  are 
furnished  with  a  sufficient  reason  for  his  retirement,  espe- 
cially as  it  was  well  understood  that  he  could,  if  he  desir- 
ed it,  receive  an  appointment  from  the  national  govern- 
ment, more  lucrative,  if  less  honorable,  than  that  of  go- 
vernor of  the  state,  the  duties  of  which  he  could  execute 
without  being  continually  annoyed  both  by  friends  and 
enemies.  But  there  were  other  reasons  why  it  was  wise 
in  Mr.  Throop  to  retire  from  further  competition  before 
the  people.  I  have  before  remarked  that  his  general  de- 
portment was  not  such  as  to  render  him  personally  popu- 
lar, and  that  some  times,  when  he  appeared  on  paper,  his 
productions  were  illy  calculated  to  procure  respect,  either 
for  his  tact  or  talents.  To  a  candidate  for  popular  favor, 
ridicule  is  one  of  the  most  formidable  weapons  which  can 
be  used  against  him.  That  upright  and  honest  man.  Gov. 
Yates,  may  be  said  to  have  been  destroyed  by  it 
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Imniediately  after  the  election  in  1880,  Gov.  Throo]p 
iBBued  a  proclamation  for  a  day  of  thanlugiving  aiid  prayer 
of  which  the  following  was  the  first  sentepce: 

^  Whereas  the  wisdom  of  man  is  but  a  small  light,  shhi* 
ing  around  his  footsteps,  showing  the  things  that  are  near, 
while  all  beyond  is  shrouded  in  darkness,  manifesting  our 
dependence  upon  a  God  of  infinite  wisdom,  the  Creator 
and  Guide  of  all  things,  who  directs  our  path  through  the 
dark  and  unseen  places,  and  to  ends  which  human  wisdom 
foresees  not,  and  evincing,  that  our  condition  here,  whe- 
ther of  good  or  evil,  is  according  to  his  good  pleasure, 
operating  upon  our  hearts  and  minds,  and  not  accordii^ 
to  our  own  will :  Wherefore  it  is  becoming,  not  only  in 
individuals,  but  in  nations  to  prostrate  themselves  before 
him,  in  humble  thankfulness,  for  ail  the  good  things 
which  he  hath  vouchsafed  to  them,  and  to  implore  the 
continuance  of  his  divine  favor,  according  to  his  good 
pleasure." 

There  is  nothing  particularly  absurd  in  this,  and  yet  the 
figure  which  presents  to  the  imagination  a  man  patrolling 
in  a  dark  night  the  streets  with  a  lamp  or  taper,  ''shining 
around  his  footsteps  ,'*  is  rather  apruptly  introduced,  and 
afibrds  a  faint  and  feeble  illustration  of  the  idea  which  the 
governor  wished  to  impress  on  the  mind  of  the  ]*eader.  I 
was  at  church  when  the  proclamation  was  first  read,  and 
I  recollect  on  my  return  home,  a  gentleman  high  in  oflice, 
and  a  political  friend  of  the  governor,  told  me  that^  if  that 
proclamation  had  been  published  twenty  days  before, 
Throop  would  have  lost  his  election.  Tne  opposition 
seized  upon  this  alleged  blunder  with  great  eagerness,  and 
the  governor  soon  acquired,  among  his  opponents,  the 
nick  name  of  the  ''  small  light"  The  disappointed  office 
seekers  among  the  political  friends  of  the  governor,  charged 
their  failure,  not  to  their  own  unworthiness,  but  the  enmi- 
ty of  the  executive,  or  his  want   of  capacity  to  discover 
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their  meritit  They,  therefore,  direolly  or  indirectly, 
yielded  their  aid  to  render  him  periODcdly  oiipc^lar. 
But  the  opposition  to  him  from  the  valley  of  the  Chesai^ 
go  canal  presented  the  moet  formidaUe  barrier  to  his  soc- 
ces.  The  great  majority  given  for  Granger  in  16^,  in  the 
democratic  county  of  Chenango,  afforded  a  demonstratioii 
which  was  tantamount  to  what  the  lawyers  denominate,  a 
notice  to  quit  The  governor's  message,  and  the  conduct 
of  his  friends  in  the  legislature  since  the  autumn  of  1880, 
had  not  been  such  as  were  calculated  to  allay  the  excite- 
ment against  him,  while  Granger's  course  had  been  of  a 
character  which  insured  an  increase  of  his  popularity 
along  the  line  of  the  projected  canaL 

In  view  of  all  these  circumstances,  it  is  not  probable 
that  the  wannest  friends  of  Mr.  Throop  desired  that  he 
should  again  be  a  candidate. 

The  integrity  of  Gov.  Throop  and  the  pisrity  of  his 
motives  have  never  been  questioned,  and  if  he  was  de- 
fident  in  literary  taste  or  attainments,  he  certainly  did 
give  evidence  of  a  sound  mind  and  good  judgment  in  the 
measures  he  reconunended,  and  in  the  selections  he  made 
of  persons  to  be  appointed  to  office.  Considering  him  as 
the  representative  and  head  of  a  political  party,  to  which 
he  was  no  doubt,  from  patriotic  motives,  honestly  attach- 
ed, it  is  difficult  to  designate  a  single  act  which  he  per- 
formed which  was  not  discreet  and  proper.  For  my  part, 
I  think  his  opposition  to  the  Chenango  canal  was  one  of 
the  most  meritorious  acts  of  his  life,  although  had  he  not 
have  made  that  opposition  he  would  probably,  had  he  have 
desired  it,  been  again  nominated  and  elected  govenor. 

The  profligate  Charles  IL  at  one  of  the  many  convivial 
parties  of  which  he  was  a  member,  was  told  by  a  boon 
companion,  that  '^  He  never  said  a  foolish  thing  and  never 
did  a  wise  one."  The  jovial  monarch  wittily  replied  that 
the  remark  was  just  and  the  reason  was.  his  words  were 
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hk  own  but  bk  actioDs  were  those  of  his  minisleni.  I  do 
not  mean  to  say  that  the  reverse  of  this,  as  respects  Gov. 
Throop,  was  troe.  and  that  he  never  wrote  a  wise  thing, 
httt  I  think  I  may  assert  with  confidence,  as  governor  he 
.  seldom  did  an  unwise  act 

The  legislature  adjourned  on  the  36th  April. 

The  anti-masonic  state  convention  aissembled  at  Utioa 
on  the  21st  June.  They  again  nominated  Francis  Granger 
for  governor,  and  Samuel  Stevens  for  fieutenant  governor. 
They  also  nominated  electors  for  president  and  vice-pre* 
sident  Mr.  William  Wirt,  late  attorney  general  of  the 
United  States,  a  man  possessed  of  brilliant  if  not  of  great 
talents,  and  one  of  the  most  amiable,  virtuous  and  bene- 
volent men  in  the  nation,  had  been  nominated  by  a  con* 
vention  which  denominated  itself  a  national  anti-masonic 
ccmvention,  and  Mr.  Clay  had  been  nominated  by  the 
national  republicans.  Both  candidates  and  their  respec- 
tive political  friends,  were  of  course  opposed  to  Gen. 
Jackson.  The  leading  anti-masons  did  not  hesitate  to  de- 
clare that  they  preferred  Mr.  Clay  to  Gen.  Jackson  ;  and 
astio  reasonable  expectation  was  entertained  of  the  elec- 
tioo  of  Mr.  Wirt,  it  was  believed  the  anti-masonic  strength 
would  ultimately  be  thrown  into  the  scale  of  Mr.  Clay. 
The  candidates  nominated  for  electors  by  this  convention, 
were  uncommitted  as  to  the  person  for  whom  they  woukl 
Tote  if  elected.  But  my  impression  at  the  time  was  that 
if,  when  they  should  give  their  votes,  in  December,  it 
riiould  be  ascertained  that  the  electoral  votes  of  this  state 
would  secure  the  election,  by  the  electors,  of  Mr.  Clay,  it 
would  be  given  to  him;  otherwise  to  Mr.  Wirt  But  it 
was  an  extremely  awkward  position  which  both  the  na- 
tional and  anti-masonic  parties  occupied  on  this  occasion, 
from  the  fact  that  neither  dare  avow  what  candidate  the 
electors,  if  chosen,  would  vote  for.  Mr.  Croswell,  in  an* 
oouncing  the  result  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Utica  con 

Aa 
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ventioo,  with  his  usu^  imnutablG  taet  luiid  8idll»  Am 
showed  up  the  embarrassing  conditioa  of  the  supporters 
of  the  electoral  ticket  nominated  by  the  anti-masons, 
which  by  the  bye.  Was  headed  by  the  names  of  Jxna 
Kent  and  John  C.  Spencer. 

*' Judging  from  the  names,  as  far  as  they  are  known  to 
us^  it  is  the  coalition,  as  palpable  as  the  thing  can  be,  and 
not  be  formally  announced  by  the  contracting  4>arties. 
Clay  men,  masons  and  anti-masons  alteniate  through  tUs 
combination  of  the  factions ;  and  this  is  the  quid  pro  qwo 
for  the  support  by  the  Clay  partisans,  of  the  anti-maaoaie 
candidates  for  governor  and  lieut  governor*  The  wfaoli 
scheme  is  now  a|q>areDt  We  shall  see  how  far  the  honest 
portions  of  both  parties  will  concent  to  the  transfer.  The 
idea  of  a  Clay  state  convention  is  the  merest  humbug. 
No  such  is  to  be  held,  or  intended  to  be  held.  The  basi^ 
gain  is  completed,  and  even  the  mockery  d*  its  ratifioatioa 
by  the  Clay  partizaas  (for  that  is  all  that  another  Ulica 
convention  would  tbink  of  doing)  will  be  avoided." 

Contrary,  however,  to  the  predictions  of  the  editor  df 
the  Albany  Argus,  a  convention  of  national  repufalieaas 
was  held  at  Utica  on  the  26th  of  July,  of  which  Judga 
Spencer  was  chairman.  The  chief  object  of  this  meeting 
seems  to  have  been  to  recommend  the  support  of  Grangi^ 
and  Stevens^  and  the  electoral  ticket  nominated. by  the 
anti-masons.  Before  they  adjourned,  they  adopted  sundrjr 
resolutions,  in  one  of  which  they  recommended  the  sup- 
port oi  Henry  Clay  for  president,  and  John  Sei^imt  te 
vice  president  of  the  United  States. 

I  ought  to  have  mentioned  in  its  .proper  place,  that  the 
legislature  in  'l^d9,  in  pursuance  of  the  reoommeodation 
of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  passed  a  law  aboltshitig  the  diMriot 
system,  and  directing  the  electors  of  president  to  be  cho- 
sen by  general  ticket  It  will  be  remembered  that  this 
faiWt  which  uadoubledly  was  ve(y ;  proper  Ja  itself  wai^ 
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nevertheless,  psBS^In  BiHck  bppoMtfbti  to  fhe  WlV  df  tttt 
people,  shortly  befom  that  ttittii^  ejq>^eiriM»a  ikt  the  polls  of 
the  election*  The  Vim  Bttreii  party  at  ttiis  period  was  a 
bold  and  adventoroos  party.  While  Mr.  Oiinton  was  Kt- 
ing,  they  opjx>sbd  tfie  general  tidtet  tsynltem ;  and  when  an 
appeal  was  made  to  the  people,  the  rank  and  file  men  re* 
sponded  according  to  ^e  wbhes  df  fli^  leadbft;  tiome 
df  the  Adams  party  Wh6  i;irete  CSihtottians  t^efe  also  in 
(kv6r  of  the  distridt  sy^m.  In  itiik  Wiiy  a  larg^  majori- 
ty was  obtained  agamst  a  choice  of  eleCtbiNI  by  general 
ticket.  Notwithstanding  this  fiat  of  the  people,  imniiddi^ 
ately  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Clintdti,  that  fiat  Waii  etifirely 
disregarded,  and  the  diitriol  liysteAi  idibdfiiihi^  withoikt  a 
single  word  of  complaint  from  atay  tjtrtflrtei'. 

If  Mr.  Clifttbh  had  been  in  Kfe,  wbdtd  tb6  l^fiehAtt  dt 
ttr.  Van  Bureil  have  Consented  to  theibdfitioti  dTlhli  iSlk 
trict  Systemi 

Before  the  adjoartintent  cF  ingress,  'btrt  at  k  Vety  Mb 
period  of  the  long  sedston,  die  b91  to  re-cbarter  thA  baA 
of  the  United  States  pasifted  both  hous^  by  strong  majof^ 
ities,  but  the  president,  a  few  days  ajfterwards,  returned  it 
to  the  senate  with  his  Reasons  for  declining  to  approve  it^ 
This  veto  message,  as  it  was  called,  was  long,  and  written 
whh  ^at  ability.  iThe  rejection  of  the  bill  wad  fte  in^ 
nal  for  commencing  one  of  the  Warmest  electioneering 
Contests  ever  known  in  the  United  States.  The  bank; 
with  its  army  of  officers  and  debtors,  constituting  a  t6tl^ 
siderable  portion  of  the  entire  population  iti  every  state  ih 
the  tlnion,  uniting  its  exertions  with  the  national  reptibH^ 
cans  atid  the  old  opponents  of  Gen.  Jackson,  while  tfils 
friends  6(  Jackson  and  Van  Buren,  and,  1  may  saV,  the 
old  democratic  party,  encouraged  and  cheered  on  by  ttie 
state  banks  and  their  dependants,  produced  a  war  x>f  nd 
ordinary  character  for  Warrhth  and  zeal.  IndiefittidiSttt  «f 
the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  application  for  a  renewtf^dT' 
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the  charter,  the  t)ank  of  the  United  States  was  giully  of 
conduct  highly  iipproper  and  deserving  of  censure.  The 
expenditure  of  money  a$  a  bankj  for  printing  and  circu- 
lating electioneering  hand-bills,  the  large  loans  made 
shortly  before  and  during  the  pendency  of  the  questiou 
before  congress  to  members  of  that  body,  and  'to  influen- 
tial editors  of  newspapers,  were  acts  .which  merit  the  most 
unqualified  condemnation,  and  so  far,  it  may  be  supposed, 
as  ezaqnple  may  influence  those  who  come  after  us,  it  is 
fortunate,  that  these  nefarious  efforts  terminated  unsuccess- 
fully. 

On  the  other  hand,  notwithstanding  the  veto  message 
coi^tained  several  very  strong  arguments,  which  applied 
with  equal  force  against  banks  and  banking  in  general,  as 
to  the  baqk  of  the  United  States,  the  state  banks  in  their 
zeal  to  annihilate  the  great  leviathan,  and  wishing  to  de- 
rive all  possible  aid  from  the  influence  of  Gen.  Jackson's 
favor  and  popularity,  employed  their  officers,  directors  and 
4ependents  in  circulating  the  veto  message  in  all  direet- 
tions.  The  political  press  on  both  sides  teemed  with  pub- 
lications on  the  subject. 

1  regret  to  be  compelled  to  record,  that  about  the  time 
this  tremendous  campaing  was  opened,  one  of  the  most 
talented  and  influential  opponents  of  General  Jackson,  an 
able  and  useful  legislator,  departed  this  life.  1  allude  to 
William  H.  Maynard.  He  had  gone  to  New- York  in 
the  performance  of  his  duty  as  a  member  of  the  court  of 
errors,  and  soon  after  his  arival  there,  was  seized  with  a 
malignant  fever,  supposed  to  be  the  Asiatic  cholera,  of 
which  he  died  on  the  1st  day  of  September.  1  have 
copied  the  following  notice  of  his  death  from  the  editorial 
department  of  the  Albany  Argus,  written  by  Mr.  Cros* 
well,  vihickk  s  not  only  just  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased 
.senator,  but  creditable  to  the  candor  and  liberality  of  the 
editor^ 
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<^Mr.  Maynard  was  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  ihay  be 
said  to  have  been  in  the  matarity  and  vigor  of  bis  facut^ 
ties.  And  his  were  the  faculties  of  no  ordinary  mind.  It 
was  powerful ;  thoroughly  imbued  with  the  learning  of 
the  day,  professional  and  pofitical ;  logical  and  exact ;  and 
possessed,  in  a  remarkable  deg^ree,  of  the  power  of  bring*- 
iog  out  and  applying  its  resources. 

"  As  a  lawyer,  as  a  debater  in  the  senate,  and  as  a  capa« 
ble  writer,  he  has  left  few  superiom  among  his  contempo- 
raries. Although  of  opposite  politics  with  ourselviBs,  we 
knew  and  estimated  the  power  of  bis  intellect,  and,  along 
with  our  friends,  have  felt  the  sharpness  and  force  of  an 
encounter  with  it  To  his  personal  friends,  his  death  is  a 
severe  deprivaticm.  In  the  political  party  to  which  he  was 
attached,  he  has  left  no  equal,  and  none  that  can  supply 
his  place." 

Mn  Maynard  never  was  married.  He  had  acquired  by 
his  practice  in  his  profession  a  considerable  estate,  the 
greater  part  of  which  he  bequeathed  to  ohantable  and  lite» 
rary  institutions. 

The  period  fixed  for  holding  the  Herkimer  convention, 
was  now  rapidly  approaching,  and  the  members  of  the 
Albany  Regency  were  casting  about  with  anxious  solici* 
tude  for  the  most  suitable,  which  perhaps  politicany 
speaking,  means  the  strongest  candidates  for  governor  and 
lieutenant  goyernor.  Gov.  Throop  being  out  of  the  ques* 
tion,  there  was  little  difficulty  in  arriving  at  the  conclu*' 
sion  that  WiiiLiAii  L.  Mabct  was  their  best  candidate 
for  governor ;  but  at  his  time  of  fife^  and  with  his  pditih 
cal  prospects,  upon  the  supposition  that  he  continued  in 
the  general  government,  he  was  not  over  anxious  to  put 
his  p<^larity  to  a  test,  the  issue  of  whidi  was  so  uncet 
tain  as  the  result  of  the  New- York  eleetion.  .  The 
strength  of  the  anti-masonic  party  was  in  a  great  measure 
unknown,  and  how  many  of  the  friends  of  Gen.  laakaoo 
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mi^t  l^we  the  pavty  im  cpiueqiniuw  of  tli»f9lo  moMage 
QH'  hivnao  beiag  could  fooraoo^  Witb  tkui  prospeet  beHtMre 
bim,  1  can  raadit)?  imagiiie  that  lin.  Mara}%  having  been 
recently  elfictad  ta  ooe  of  lfa»  most  cMnbte  offieoB  in  the 
goreromenty  bad  no  greal  aaxaety  tobe  a  candidate  for 
goTcurtior  at  ttm  than  ap^Eoachiag  election.  Both  he  and 
his  friends  were  fully  convinced  that  the  majority  in  the 
atito  URaa  ^nhally  uBoeitaiB»  unteaathe  people  of  the  Che- 
aaaga  vaUa^  could  be  Batiafiedy  and  so  well  aatisfied  that 
they  waiM>  affi»d  a  cordial  attpport  to  the  demooratie 
Q^iiaiaatiQaa»  aa  agaiaaC  eren  their  tried  friend  Prande 
Ssangor.  How  was  thia  to  be  done  t  If  I  ha've  not  been 
Qsisinformed,  some  short  time  before  the  meeting  of  the 
Uarkittier  eonvention^  a  highly  sespeelable  gBntienlal^ 
1^  one  of  the  moat  inflnential  aeiubefa  of  the  demoonh» 
tic  party,  visited  the  county  of  Chenango  and  ga.vie  ihm 
people,  of  that  county  assuraaoe  that  the  Herkimer  con- 
vention would  nominate  Mr.  John  Tracy,  of  Oxford,  for 
the  office  of  lieutenant  governor,  and  about  that  time,  if 
not  an  express  a  tacit  understanding  was  produced  tba^ 
Iheaext  tagnbtine  wonkt  paaa  a  law  providing  for  the 
ooasacuotioa:  of  the  Chenango  c»Md.  Thu»  the  appvehen** 
sioiHi  of  the  demoeralAr  party,  is  die  vaQey  of  the  Ch^ 
mango  were  quieted.  They  na  h>nger  manifested  any- 
iocfination  to.  support  ilbv  governor  the  anti-maaonie  caar 
didai|f,  and  the  hcdiby  mhioh  Mr»  Granger  had  trained  and 
ridden  for  a  cqnaiderable  tpie  with  great  sucoesa^  and 
whiok  pvomiaed  hhn  sdH  greater,  at  length  jilted'  and 
jeatksd  Urn  €#  fei  other  and  more  sueoes^l  bachersw 

Horn  wave  the  regenoy  to  drop  Mr.  Edward  P.  Livings 
stee  and  give  the  piefeMneeto  Mn  Tracy  without  oflhnd^ 
inn  ^^  ^  What  explanation  waa  made  to  him,  I  do  not 
knoiw.  it  m  most  probaUe  that  his  political  frienda  assw^ 
ed  hiaa  that  theiF  asoendoncy  as  a  party  depended  upon 
i  ef  Mr.  Traoy,  andiiharafore  the  aeeaasity 


wthit^  kD<y#8  m  hn^  MpeeiaMy  fa  politiefl^  dtMnamM  hia 
retirement  ttom  oAee. 

The  Her kimer  convention  Hie#  on  tim  lypoinlsA  day^ 
(l:9ili  September,)  where  theae  amtngenenliweve  earned 
into  dflbct  with  great  unanimity.  Gtov.  Tkroop  addieased 
a  writen  communication  to  the  ccmventioD,  m  whieh  he 
declined  a  nomination.  His  letter  was  dignified,  but  at 
the  same  time  modest  and  respectfbl.  Judge  Mavcy,  on 
baltoling  for  a  candidate  for  governor,  recerred  one  hun- 
dred and  thirteen  votes.  There  were  only  six  dissenting 
votes.  Mr.  Tracy  was  unanimously  nominated  It  does 
not  appear  that  Mr.  Livingston  made  any  written  oommu- 
nication,  declining  the  honor  of  being  a  candidate.  Thia 
convention,  of  course,  nominated  presidential  electors; 
and  Mr.  Livingston  was  recommended  by  it  for  one  of  the 
two  state  electors.  Col.  Young,  on  this  occarfon,  again 
appeared  in  the  political  field,  and  was  made  chairman  of 
the  convention.  It  will  be  remembered  that  in  1824, 
when  a  candidate  for  governor,  he  had  declared  himself 
in  favour  of  Henry  Clay  for  president,  in  a  letter  written  to 
Mr.  Hudson  of  Madison;  and  in  18d8,  it  was  rumored 
that  Mr.  Young  was  inclined  to  support  the  re-election  of 
Mr.  Adams;  but  in  1832,  be  published  a  pamphlet,  of 
course  very  ably  written,  in  opposition  to  the  renewal  of 
the  charter  of  the  United  States  Bank;  and  in  which  he 
spoke  in  terms  of  high  commendation  of  the  character  and 
policy  of  Gen.  Jackson.  If  the  confidence  of  any  of  his 
political  friends  in  him  had  been  previously  impanred,  Ihs 
grounds  taken  by  him  in  this  pamphlet  restored  that  oob^ 
fidence, 

I  need  not  say  that  the  election  was  wamly  contesled|; 
and  that  the  parties  were  highly  excited,  because  that  such) 
were  the  &ct8,  mnst  be  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  everp 
reader. 


4M  POUn^Ak  OISVOET  [U 

The  trkuBoph  of  the  Jadtoa  party  in  the  itale  and  9tr 
tion  was  complete.  The  western  anti-masooic  countief 
held  their  large  majorities  in  favour  of  Granger  and  Stevens 
and  the  antiOackson  electoral  ticket;  but  the  city  o(  New- 
Yc»rk,  the  southern  and  North  river  counties,  as  well  as 
seve^id  of  the  counties  in  the  interior  of  the  state,  gave 
very  large  Jackson  majorities.  The  city  of  New- York 
gave  that  ticket  about  five  thousand  majority.  Would 
this  have  been  done  had  not  the  city  banks  been  opposed 
|o  the  existence  of  a  branch  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
Sates  in  that  city  1  The  county  of  Chenango  which,  in 
18d0|  gave  Granger  one  thousand  majority,  ik>w  gave 
Marcy  and  Tracy  about  two  hundred. 

The  Jackson  majority  in  the  state  was  about  thirteen 
thousand. 
The  members  elected  this  year  to  the  senate  were 
From  the  First  District,  Myndert  Van  Schaick, 
'*    '       Second    do.,    John  Suydam, 
"  Third       do.,    Peter  Gansevoort, 

**  Fourth     do.,    Mr.  Hasbrouck, , 

"  Fifth,  .    do,,    John  G.  Stower, 

«  Sixth        do.,    John  F.  Hubbard, 

"  Seventh   do.,    Samuel  L.  Edwards^ 

«  Eighth;     dp.,    John  Griffin. 

Of  these  senators  eleot  all  except  Mr.  Hasbrouck  and  Mr. 
Griffin  belonged  to  the  Jackson  party. 

A  few  days  before  the  first  of  January,  Gov,  Throop 
was  appointed  by  the  president  naval  officer  in  the  custom 
house  of  New-YorL  This  provision  for  Mr.  Throop  had 
undoubtedly  been  contemplated  a  k>ng  time  before  the  ap- 
pointment was  actually  made. 

As  I  intend,  in  the  further  prosecution  of  this  work, 
(having  now  arrived  at  a  very  recent  period,)  to  avoid  in- 
dulging myself  in  that  freedom  of  remark  on  the  conduct 
and  mo^ves  of  men  which  1  have  heretofore  exercised ; 
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Mid  9M I  have  asserted  that  an  understanding  existed  be- 
tween the  leaders  of  the  dominant  party  at  Albany  and 
the  applicants  for  the  constructicm  of  the  Chenango  os^ 
nal,  I  deem  it  proper,  although  that  understanding  wats 
not  and  could  not  be  carried  into  eflfect  until  the  session 
of  the  legislature  in  1833,  here  to  state,  that  soon  after 
tfMit  legislature  was  organized,  a  bill  for  the  constructiott 
of  the  Chenango  canal  was  introduced  into  the  assembly^ 
witiioiit  limitation  as  to  the  expense,  or  any  other  restri&« 
tion,  except  that  the  commissioners  were  to  take  no  watef 
from  the  Oriskany  or  Sauquoit  creeks,  which,  on  the  1st 
day  of  February,  passed  that  house  by  a  vote  of  seventy- 
nine  to  forty.  It  was  immediately  sent  to  the  senate,  and 
en  the  2l8t  of  February  it  passed  that  body,  seventeen 
senators  voting  in  favor  of  the  bill  and  ten  again«it  it 
Many  of  the  democratic  senators  who  heretofore  had  vo> 
ted  against  the  project  in  all  its  forms,  now  changed  their 
votes.  The  reasons  assigned  by  these  gentlemen  for  their 
change  of  opinion  were  quite  singular — I  was  going  to 
say  amusing.  Several  senators  of  high  standing  and 
character,  declared  in  their  places  that  they  believed  the 
project  ought  not  to  be  sanctioned  by  the  state ;  but  as 
they  had  no  doubt  the  applicants  would  persevere  until  a 
legislature  would  be  chosen  who  wouM  grant  their  re- 
quest, they  thought  it  their  duty  to  vote  for  the  measure  : 
for  if  they  did  not  pass  the  law,  their  successors  would. 
To  illustrate  more  clearly  the  rule  of  action  by  which 
these  gentlemen  profess  to  have  been  governed,  I  will 
suppose  that  I  am  quite  sure  that  Tom  Jones  will  steal 
your  horse  to-morrow  night ;  and  to  prevent  such  an  out- 
rage, /  determine  to  steal  the  horse  this  n%ht  I 

The  success  of  the  bill  must  have  been  very  annoying 
to  Mr.  Granger  and  his  anti-masonic  friends.  He  and 
they,  no  doubt,  anticipated  realizing  much  political  capital 
from  supporting  this  measure  in  opposition  to  the  views 


of  a  aMJMty  q6  llle>  dBmoomtb  pait^.  The  Clkenaag^ 
•aiiat  waa  now  lakm  o«it  of  tfce  hands  of  the  aDtinnaMBfli 
aad  the  taw*  wa»  pawed,  ov  they  wove  well  m^mLm  aright, 
and  wottid  have  been^  paflsed^  without  their  akL  Mir.  S««^ 
aid  and  Bfl'.  IVacjr'  of  the  iemtte,  aod  John  C  Speaoei^ 
€)eoi^  W.  Pattonoiiy  and  some  other  anlMnasons  in  the 
aaaeDibb)r<,  voted  againat  the  bilL  It  givea  me  ptaaaure  te 
aMe,  thai  the  caoal  eommiaaaMi^ra^  eapeciaUy  Gd;  Youg^ 
pormed  a  oonsiptent  cgiune  tfaroughoat  in  lehitiQii  to  tfaia 
quaation^ 

I  hare  beao  the  oaoie  particulaar  in  nMsog-  the  oitgin, 
paogteaa  and  ooaaiimination  of  the  aoheme  of  aaaking  tUi 
oanal^  beewiae  I  regard  it  aa  the  commeDeemenl  of,  ope»* 
taffo^  wedge  to,  a  ayatem  of  meaatuea,  and  a  pdioy  whieb 
have  involved  thia  atate  in  a  debt,  which,  foa  ovght  I  oas 
perceive,  wiH  continue  to  accnrmlate,  or  which,  at  all 
e^renta,  wiH'  not  be  extinguidied  by  the  praaaat,  and  i  ap4 
paebend,  many  ancceeding  generationa.*  The  conatmo* 
tion  of  thia- canal  waa  undertaken  by  the  ata,te  after  fiiH* 
aadf  aiople  notioe  from  ita  own  agenta,  that  the  inoome 
ftofn  it  would  not  even  pay  the  neoeaaarpexpenditureafM^ 
beepkig  it  m  repair  afte]«  it  waeeompleted,  and  the  wagea 

*  XbenneafleQiifa^qf  »  etifvn(B|pr,  In  4j»pMlw,  «RcnWNnt|  i^HifsU  of  pofn^  i«at4^ 
ways  be  divided  into  parties,  the  moat  dangerous.  A  large  portion  of  the  dectora  of  tfie 
eouotiaaor  Obnaogo  and  Bnomt  h4d,  fef  Aetr.voto-ki  1838^  pofcthanMelraa  to  avft* 
ThoyTJrtivl^r  di;cMmlt9(ibMvPli9tlii|t,lhe,QffQr  vJbi^  nwHlifrv  Ul^  s  ean^U 
(which  was  the  same  in  ellbet  as  if  they  had  said  the  party  which  would  give  us  money,} 
■hftaU  neeivtt  iheir  voMbt    BothptfttotnlBrtidMAltat  pfavoAhBiaAeBiBBdinipa 

What  is  to  prevent  the  extension  and  perpetuity  of  these  peraklooa  and  dewnmlhlng 
pMctiMsti  KotMng. ftmhet  seema  nssnssnfy  ti»n  tn  »gi— fc  stetaa  of  t»  mm <^ 
OQuMilae  t9>7»,G0at#)«ttl^Q|Vt^w|^e<si^qWlirt9liyc^ 

the  party  out  of  power,  ft>rthepunxMiof^«ial>i^  or.  the  party  in  power.  In  ordertorsMIn 
it,  will  comply  with  aMidMiaMi. 

The  onlK  if»Def||(  ^  t||^  i^ffil^  fl|ri^  |i|%i^n|q9^of  1^ 


1 1  am  «|r9  no  n^KPi,  n«U.iWdpi«*tti  B9^  4(l,e^nfl«,«^ 
the  Chenango  would  or  did  act  diflhrently  from  what  the  nature  of  man  will  impel  c 
pMpie  to  acHndet  timBw<«kt«m|i|ue«a. 


of  Iock*teDden  and  i^s  of  collectora.  Tbis  most  palpa* 
bl y  absurd  project,  I  think  it  can  not  be  too  uncharitable 
to  say,  was  sustained  by  Mr.  Granger  and  his  anti-masonic 
friends  mainly  from  political  motives^  and  was  taken  out 
.of  their  hands  and  adopted  by  their  opponents,  in  all  pro- 
bability from  similar  motives.  This  may  be  regarded  by 
s^iM  aibhanbi  langua^e^  but  I  am  ammlydMeiiad  if  it 
hsrwlk  theJapgiiage  '^of  Ivuth  and  solwnMS%'^ 
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CHAPTER  XL. 

F&OM  JANUAET  1,  1890,  TO  JANUA&T  U  U». 

I  HAVE  heretofore  written  in  relation  to  men  and  mea- 
anres  as  if  the  eventfl  which  I  have  recorded,  had  oocop* 
red,  and  the  individuals  of  whom  I  have  spoken,  had  ex- 
isted an  hundred  years  ago.  At  any  rate,  I  have  attempt- 
ed so  to  write  ;  and  if  I  have  not,  the  error  has  been  unin- 
tentional, and  I  have  been  misled  by  impressions  made  on 
my  own  mind  at  the  time  such  events  occurred,  produced 
by  predilections  which  I  then  entertained. 

I  have  now  arrived  at  a  period  so  near  that  in  which  1 
write,  that  it  is  impossible  to  speak  of  individuals  and 
principles  with  the  freedom  I  have  heretofore  done,  with- 
out becoming  a  party  to  the  present  political  controver- 
sies, wich  would  be  quite  contrary  to  my  original  plan, 
and  would  give  to  these  sheets  the  character  of  a  partisan 
work,  instead  of  being  what  I  intend  it  shall  be,  an  impar- 
tial sketch  of  the  history  of  parties.  Besides,  events  may 
transpire  within  a  very  few  years,  or  indeed  within  a 
shorter  time,  which  may  materially  change,  in  the  view  ct 
an  impartial  spectator,  the  aspect  of  the  action  and  mo- 
tives of  action  of  the  leading  politicians,  who  now  are  per- 
forming their  parts  on  the  political  theatre.  I  shall, 
therefore,  in  this  chapter,  very  briefly  review  the  promi- 
nent events  which  have  taken  place,  and  allude  to  the 
principal  political  actors  from  the  election  of  Gen.  Jack- 
son, at  the  close  of  the  year  1832,  to  the  election  of  Gen. 
Harrison,  in  1840;  and  shall  merely  indicate  the  great 
points  of  difference  between  the  two  parties,  witliout  any 
suggestions  or  discussions  in  relation  to  the  merit^of  either 
men  or  measures. 
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PerliapB  no  political  party  was  ever  belter  organized 
than  the  democratic  party  in  the  state  of  New-York  at  the 
ooinmencement  of  the  administration  of  Govctmor  Marcy. 
All  questions  in  relation  to  the  selection  of  candidates  for 
elective  offices^  either  by  the  people  or  the  legislature, 
were  settled  in  caucus,  and  every  member  of  the  party 
was  in  honor  pledged  to  support  the  decision  of  these  as- 
semblies.  S.  Wright,  A.  C.  Flagg,  £.  Croswell,  B. 
Knower,  J*  A.  Dix,  and  Ji^nes  Porter,  all  of  them  discreel 
and  sagacious  politicians,  constituted  the  soul  of  the  Alba- 
ny Regency,  by  the  result  of  whose  deliberations  the  de- 
mocratic party,  so  far  as  related  to  mere  political  openh 
lions,  were  generally  governed. 

Gov.  Marcy,  who  now  controlled  the  executive  depart- 
ment of  the  government,  although  he  bad  for  a  year  or 
two  past  been  occupied  in  the  dischai^  of  his  official 
ditfies  with  national  politics,  had,  by  no  means,  been  inat- 
tentive to  the  scenes  which  were  passmgin  hisownatate. 
He,  therefore,  may  be  said  to  have  been  quite  at  home, 
when  he  ascended  the  gubernatorial  chair.  The  declara- 
tion which  he  made  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States, 
that  **  to  the  victors  belong  the  spoils,"  which  was  the 
subject  of  considerable  and  warm  animadversion  by  hia 
political  opponents,  did  not  impair  his  influence  with  his 
friends  at  home.  It  was  a  maxim  by  which  they  were 
governed.  And,  in  truth,  are  not  all  political  parties  in 
this  state,  and  to  a  considerable  extent  in  the  nation,  go- 
verned by  it  1  John  Quincy  Adams  attempted  to  repu- 
diate it,  and  was  soon  politically  prostrated,  Even  Mr. 
Webster,  who,  with  great  zeal  denounced  Mr.  Marcy  for 
avowing  the  principle,  himself  practices  upon  it  The 
open  avowal  of  it  by  Marcy  was  an  evidence  of  frankness; 
a  denial  would  have  proved  him  a  hypocrite. 

The  democratic  party  also  at  this  period  had  the  fuU 
benefit  of  General  Jackson's  personal  popularity,  and ' 


Ml  poiMioAii  HmnBT  {MM. 

iMMdfillg  in  the  smihine  of  Ins  pttijroitage;'tliMHk^Mrite 
BOR,  Vail  Baren,  -wad  vice  president  and  the  aeluwi^^- 
e<tg<dd  hdir  apparent  to  the  preeid^y,  add  it  had  for  its 
oftoHii  head  Wttiiam  L.  Marcy  a  man  of  talents  of  the 
highei^  order,  of  great  deciaion,  of  charaeler,  and  of  ao* 
knowledged  honor  and  integrity  ;  while  on  the  other  hand, 
it  was  now 'every  day  becoming  moi?e  and  mote  evident 
that  tiie  an'ti-ipaflonie  party,  as  such,  never  ootild  aequiie 
an  asig^ndancy  in  the  state,  and  all  sensible  men  despaired 
of 't,  complete  and  cordial  union  of  that  party  tidth  the 
n^tioniil  mpublicans.  The  banking  interest,  too,  was  at 
this  time  deeidedly  in  favor  of  the  democratic  pa^. 

Charles  L.  Livingston,  of  New- York,  was  reelected 
speaker  of  the  assembly.  He  received  hinty^ine  irotes, 
while  John  G.  Spencer,  the  anti-masonic  ean£date,  re- 
ceived but  twenty^^two. 

The  new  governor's  message  was  an  ezee^^gly  iMfi 
written  state  paper.  Its  style  was  neither  dedamalory 
Bor  pedantic,  but  essy,  chaste  and  elegant  On  the  sub- 
ject of  the  financial  pdicy  of  the  state,  he  ooncnned  with 
his  predecessors.  He  laid  down  some  very  good  genetal 
rules  which  ought  to  govern  the  legislatore  in  decidhig 
upon  epilations  (or  further  internal  improvements ;  and 
yet  he  all  but  recommends  the  construction  of  the  Che- 
aaf^  canal.    On  this  subject  he  says — 

**An  application  for  a  public  work,  to  connect  the 
wittcni  of  the  Susquehannah  with  the  Brie  canal,  by  a 
communication  through  the  valley  of  the  Chenango,  has 
for  several  successive  years  been  made  to  the  legislature, 
and  will  doubtless  be  again  renewed  at  this-sesrion.  The 
proposed  canal  extends  about  ninety-five  miles  Ihroi^ 
an  interesting  section  of  the  state,  and  wiH  afibrd  addi- 
tional facilities  to  a  market,  for  the  products  tif  a  oon*' 
sid^rable  portion  of  our  citizens.  Repeated  exwiinatiens 
Of  the  route  have  been  made  by  skilful  and  experienced 
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ttld^e  {Jracttcabiiity  of  the  work  s^ell  ttuder- 
Wned.  The  etpeme  has  been  uniformly  estunated  by  ftm 
tegmeers,  ttt  iese  than  dne  milhon  of  doUara ;  but  thd 
M&ai  eoDimissionerB  ^  are  of  the  opinion,  that  it  will  in^ 
mrire  an  expenditure  beyond  that  sum.  The  amonnl  of 
iv^enne  it  wiU  yield  has  been  variooBly  stated;  some  think 
h  wiH  not  be  sufficient  to  keep  the  canal  in  repair,  and  pay 
ti»  expenses  of  collection ;  while  otheit  nfho  hmm  gtirett 
Ibe  subject  an  equally  careful  consideration,  entertain  a 
confident  belief  that  it  will  be  abundantly  sufficieift  t6 
bring  the  application  within  the  rule  I  have  hdd  down  m 
Justifying,  in  my  judgment,  the  construction  of  aity  ptfb- 
he  work  falling  within  it  It  remains  for  you  to  de^idlS 
upon  these  ooniKcting  opintonB.  I  commend  this  propos- 
ed work  to  your  f»Tdrable  notice,  with  the  eipression  (it 
aatroi^  d^ite  that  its  merits  may  be  found  such  as  to  ln« 
dace  yen  to  authorize  its  construction." 

The  election  of  Mr.  Marcy  as  governor  had  left  A  ira* 
dancy  in  theisenate  of  the  United  States.  The  pecultelr 
ailuation  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  as  vice  president  and  as  can- 
didate for  president,  rendered  it  very  important  for  him 
that  the  senator  to  be  elected  from  this  state  should  be  not 
only  his  personal  and  political  friend,  but  a  prtident, 
shrewd,  sagacious  man,  and  capable  when  the  emei^ncy 
i^eqinrefl,  of  acquitting  himself  well  as  a  floor  member  of 
that  body.  For  the  purpose  of  effecting  these  objects^ 
the  comptroller,  Sibs  Wright,  jun.  was  selected.  This 
prodiH!fed  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  comptrolier,  to  which 
{Jiaoe  Mr.  Flagg  was  appointed,  and  Gen.  Dix  was  made 
sedlietary  of  state.  A  young  gentleman  from  Ganaodai- 
gna,  Mr.  Levi  Hubbell,  was  appointed  adjutant  general  in 
lien  of  Gen.  Dix.  The  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Hubbell  in 
'^the  infected  district,"  and  his  supposed  influince  there, 
probably  one  motive  which  induced  that  selection. 
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I  have  before  mentioned  that  the  United  States  senate 
non-oonourred  in  the  nomination  of  M.  M.  Noah,  one  of 
tlie  editors  of  the  New-York  Bnquirer,  to  the  office  of 
surveyor  of  the  port  of  New  York.  That  decision  of  the 
senate  was  afterwards  re-considered,  and  he  was  appointi^ 
ed ;  but  from  the  course  taken  by  Maj.  Noah  at  the  last 
presidential  election,  he  probably  anticipated  a  removal 
from  his  office,  fpd  therefore  resigned.  Hector  Craig,  for- 
merly a  Clintonian  member  of  congress,  who  in  1825  vo- 
ted for  Gren.  Jackson  for  president,  (by  the  bye  the  only 
member  belonging  to  that  party  who  voted  for  him,)  a 
very  worthy  and  honorable  man,  was  appointed  to  that 
office. 

The  term  of  service  of  Mr.  Dudley,  in  the  senate  of  the 
United  States,  was  to  expire  on  the  4th  of  March,  and  oo 
the  2d  February  a  legislative  caucus  was  held  for  the  pur- 
pose of  nominating  a  successor.  The  members  who  cosa^ 
posed  this  meeting  were  divided  in  opinion.  Some  were 
for  N.  P.  Tallmadge,  some  for  Judge  Sutherland  and 
some  for  B.  F.  Butler.  On  the  first  ballot  no  person  ban 
a  majority  of  all  the  votes.  After  some  consultation, 
Edward  Livingston,  the  brother-in-law  of  Judge  Suther- 
land, withdrew  his  name  from  competition  as  a  candidate, 
and  an  attempt  was  made  to  concentrate  the  opposition  tor 
Tallmadge  on  Butler — ^but  eventually  the  former  obtained 
the  nomination  by  a  small  majority,  I  believe  three  or 
four.  Col.  Tallmadge  was  the  avowed  friend  of  the  pro- 
tective or  American  system  which  induced  Chief  Justice 
Savage  and  Mr.  B.  Knower  to  favor  his  nomination,  and 
which  probably  finally  turned  the  scale  in  his  favor.  The 
next  day  opposition  was  made  to  his  election  by  Mr. 
Sherman  of  New- York,  and  Mr.  "Westcott  of  Orange 
county,  in  the  senate,  and  by  Mr.  Varian,  Mr.  Spenoer 
and  others  in  the  assembly,  upon  the  ground  that  he  was 
constitutionally  ineligible,  he  being,  then  a  member  of  the 
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legislature.  But  this  opposion  was  overruled  by  the 
majority.  In  the  senate  Mr.  Tallmadge  received  eighteen 
votes,  Mr.  Granger  six  and  Mr.  Butler  two;  in  the  asseoi- 
bly  sixiy-nine  votes  were  given  to  Mr.  Tallmadge,  twen- 
ty-five for  Granger  and  twelve  for  Butler.  Two  senators, 
Messrs.  Quackenboss  and  Cropsy,  were  excused  from  vot- 
ing, and  in  the  assembly  it  will  be  seen  that  but  a  small 
vote  was  given.  Those  who  voted  for  Mr.  Gr^ger  were 
anti-masons,  but  those  who  voted  for  Mr.  Butler  and  those 
who  declined  voting  at  all  were  of  an  opinion  that  the 
election  of  Mr.  Tallmadge  was  unconstitutional.  It  will 
be  perceived  that  there  was  but  a  small  majority  of  the 
members  elected  to  each  house  who  voted  for  Mr.  Tall- 
madge^  If  the  majority  of  the  legislature  had  not  the 
constitutional  power  to  elect  Mr.  Tallmadge^  had  not  the 
senate  of  the  United  States  a  right,  aid  was  it  not  their . 
duty  to  adjudicate  on  the  question? 

The  famous  compromise  bill  of  Mr.  Clay  had  passed 
both  houses  of  congress;  and  been  approved  by  the  presi- 
dent, by  which  the  vexed  question  in  relation  to  the  tariff 
was  put  at  rest,  and  the  country  was  now  reposing  in  per- 
fect peace  and  quietness.  Money  was  abundant  and  our 
commercial  affairs  were  prosperous;  but  in  this  state  of 
the  public  mind,  the  president  made  a  movement  which 
produced  much  excitement,  and  called  out  a  very  bitter 
party  feeling. 

By  the  law  creating  the  United  States  Bank,  it  was  pro- 
vided that  the  national  revenue  should  be  deposited  in  that 
bank,  to  be  paid  out  and  disbursed  by  it  according  to  the 
directions  it  should  from  time  to  time  receive  from  the 
treasury  department.  Thfe  secretary  of  the  treasury  had 
however  the  right  to  remove  those  deposites  whenever,  in 
his  judgment,  the  public  interest  demanded  the  change. 
The  intention  undoubtedly  was,  that  the  national  deposits 
should  be  continued  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States  dur- 
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log  its  existex»ce,  provided  it  continupd  to  oe  a  ia£»  de* 
posUory  aad  performed  its  stipulated  duties  in  traiumit- 
tiog  and  disbursijQg  the  public  moneys  according  to  tha 
meaning  of  its  charter.     The  existence  of  the  bank  would 

.  not  terminate  till  the  year  1836,  and  the  local  state  banksi 
anxious  to  enjoy  the  golden  harvest  growing  out  of  the  use 
of  the  national  deposits,  could  not  wait  patiently  the  death 
of  their  great  rival  for  the  fruition  of  their  hopes,  but 
availed  themselves  of  the  indignant  feelings  of  Geo. 
Jaqkfion  towards  Mr.  Biddle  and  the  managers  of  the 
National  Bank,  and  goaded  him  on  forthwith  to  cause  a 
transfer  of  the  treasury  funds  from  that  bank  to  their  own 
vaults.  Their  zeal  was  sharpened  from  the  knowledge 
which  the  shrewd  and  keen  sighted  directors  of  these 
institutions  possessed  of  the  surplus  revenue,  which  tbej 
foresaw  was  sooe^  to   accumulate  in  the   treasury,  and 

*  which,  as  they  imagined,  would  for  an  indefinite  period^ 
remain  in  the  vaults  of  the  banks  and  be  subject  to  their 
use. 

The  subject  of  removing  the  deposits  from  the  United 
States  Bank,  on  the  ground  that  they  were  unsafe  in  the 
charge  of  that  institution,  was,  by  the  president,  brought 
before  congress  during  their  long  session  in  1833,  and  by 
a  strong  vote,  the  house  of  representatives  expressed 
thcqiselves  adverse  to  the  project  But  the  bold  and  en- 
terprising spirit  of  (tcu.  Jackson  was  not  to  be  checked 
by  such  means.  He  suggested  his  views  on  this  subject 
to  his  cabinet;  but  here  he  again  met  with  a  serious  obsta- 
cle, Mr.  Duane,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  declared 
that  he  could  not  conscientiously  consent  to  the  measure, 
and  no  consideration  could  be  presented  to  him  capable 
of  overcoming  that  determination.  But  General  Jackson 
was  not  in  the  habit  of  terminating  a  controversy  until  a 
complete  conquest,  on  one  side  or  the  other,  was  achieved. 
He,  therefore,  instead  of  removing  the  deposits  himself. 
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mtmwA  the  flbimtairy,  ttnd'appotatbd-'RiigW'B;  Tfti^^ 
the  present  chief  justice  of  the  United  <St»te0^  ill  M^piM^} 
and  Mr.  Taney  forthwith  issued  an  order  for  the  removal 
of  the  deposits  from  the  national  to  the  state  banks/  This 
transactiori  roused  to  vigorous  action  the  opposition  to  the 
natontfl  administration  in  every  part  of  the  United  States. 

It  did  not,  however,  produce  much  efiect  on  the  condi- 
tion of  parties  in  this  state.  It  was  very  evident  that,  in- 
asmuch as  so  large  a  portion  of  the  revenue  was  collected 
in  the  port  of  New- York,  the  transfer  of  the  national  de- 
posits to  our  own  banks  would  greatly  increase  the  wealth 
of  our  own  citizens,  and  woahl  facibtale  bank  acGommo- 
dalions  to  business  men  and  qpeculatom.  It  is  easy  t^ 
convince  men  that  what  i»  for  their  own  convenience  and 
interest  is  right 

The  November  election  terminatei  almoet  uniyeffBailir 
in  favor  of  the  democratic  party.  *  The  county  of  Wash- 
ington changed  from  a  very  strong  an ti-maaonic  majority, 
and  this  year  returned  democratic  members  to  the  aasem* 
bly.  Mr.  Isaac  R.  Van  Duzer,  who  I  have  mentioned  before 
as  a  young  man  of  promising  talent^  being .  dissatisfied 
with  the  majority  of  his  party,  attempted,  in  Orange  coun- 
ty, to  get  up  an  irregular  ticket,  of  which  be  himself  wa« 
the  head;  but  it  failed,  and  the  regular  democratic  candi- 
dates were  elected. 

In  the  sixth  senatorial  district  which,  in  1630,  bad 
elected  an  anti-masonic  senator,  (Mr.  Lynde,)  Mr.  Mack 
of  Ithaca,  the  democratic  candidate,  this  year  obtained  a 
majority  of  more  than  seven  thousand.  Even  in  the  eighth 
district,  Mr.  Tracy's  election  was  for  a  long  time  doubt- 
ful, and  he  ultimately  succeeded  with  but  one  hundred  and 
sixty-five  majority.  All  the  other  districts  elected  demo* 
cratic  senators.  Of  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-eighl 
members  of  assembly  elected,  one  hundred  and  four  were, 
democrats. 
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The  foHowiiig  aro  the  immet  of  the  senalofs  who  weie 
ehofen  at  this  election : 

From  the  First  District,  C.  L.  Livingston, 

**  Second    do.,  Leonard  Maison, 

"  Third      do.,  John  C.  Kemble. 

<<  Fourth    do.,  Isaac  W.  Bishop, 

♦*  Fifth       do.,  Francis  Soger, 

**  Sixth       do.,  Ebenezer  Mack, 

**  Seventh  do.,  Thomas  Armstrong, 

•«  Eighth    do.,    Albert  H.  Tracy. 

• 

The  appointment  of  Mr.  Taney,  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, left  the  office  of  attorney  general  of  the  United 
States  vacant,  a  vacancy  which  was  soon  after  supplied 
by  the  appointment  of  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  of  Albany. 
Mr.  Butler,  I  have  somewhere  before  remarked,  had  been 
a  student  and  law  partner  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  was 
with  him  a  special  favorite.  This  appointment  must  there- 
fore have  been  particularly  agreeable  to  him.  The  ap 
pointment  was  well  received  ;  and  as  evidence  of  it,  1 
may  mention  that  when  about  leaving  Albany  for  Wash- 
ington, Mr.  Butler  was  addressed  by  about  ninety  of  the 
most  respectable  citizens  of  Albany,  without  distinction 
of  party,  among  whom  were  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer, 
Abraham  Van  Vechten  and  Harmanus  Bleecker,  in  which 
they  speak  in  terms  of  great  respect  of  his  virtue  as  a 
citizen,  and  his  talents  and  learning  as  a  lawyer. 

While  treating  of  the  proceedings  of  the  legislature  at 
the  preceding  session,  I  ought  to  have  mentioned  that  a 
law  was  passed  authorizing  the  appointment  of  an  addi- 
tional canal  commissioner,  and  that  Michael  Hoffman,  of 
Herkimer  county,  who  had  for  some  time  been  a  member 
<of  congress  and  held  a  respectable  standing  there,  was  ap- 
fx>inted  to  the  new  office. 
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Charten  were  granted  to  eight  banldog  jcompaiiies;  and 
additions  authorized  to  be  made  to  the  aqpital  of  .some 
pre-exiBting  banks. 

January  7,  1834. — ^The  late  speaker  and  clerk  of  the 
assembly  having  been  transferred  to  the  senatCTi  Williaoa 
Baker,  of  the  county  of  Otsego,  was  chosen  speaker,  and 
Philip  Reynolds,  jun*  of  Montgomery,  the  editor  and 
printer  of  a  newspaper,  was  elected  clerk*  Mr.  JSaKer 
received  one  hundred  and  thirteen  votes  for  speaker,  and 
there  were  ten  blanks. 

The  governor's  message,  as  is  every  thing  else  written 
by  him^  was  able  and  well  written,  but  was  unreasonably 
long.  This  fault,  if  it  be  one,  in  our  executive  commu- 
nications, has  continued  to  prevail,  and  for  aught  I  see,  is 
likely  to  be  increased  rather  than  reformed.  The  govern- 
or, when  on  the  subject  of  banks  in  his  message,  states 
the  fact  that  already  notice  had  been  given  that  one  hun- 
dred and  five  applications  would  be  made  during  that  sea- 
sion  for  bank  charters. 

Nathan  Williams,  judge  of  the  fifth  circuit,  having  be- 
come ineligible,  by  reason  of  his  age,  to  continue  in  the 
exercise  of  his  office  any  longer,  resigned  it,  and  the  gov- 
ernor and  senate  appointed  Samuel  Beardsley  his  succes- 
sor. Mr.  Beardsley  was  at  the  time  a  leading  and  effi- 
cient member  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United 
States  in  support  of  the  national  administration ;  and  so 
fierce  was  the  opposition,  and  so  valuable  were  his  ser* 
vices,  that  the  friends  of  the  president  persuaded  him  to 
remain  in  congress,  and  of  course  to  decline  the  office  of 
judge.  After  Mr.  Beardsley  had  declined,  the  governor 
appointed  Hiram  Denio  to  that  office.  Though  contrary 
to  the  rule  I  had  prescribed  to  be  observed  in  writing  this 
closing  chapter,  I  cannot  deny  myself  the  pleasure  of  re- 
cording my  testimony  in  favor  of  judge  Dedio  as  one  of 
the  most  upright,  discriminating  and  learned  judges  who 
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ted that  Ilk  liefthh  compelled  him  to  remgn  hieoflBoea  few 
years  after  bis  appointment  His  services  4o  the  state  as 
a  judge  ef  the  supreme  court,  to  which  court  he  undoubt- 
edly would  have  been  transferred,  would  have  been  of  in* 
cales/kMe  value  to  the  #tale  of  New- York. 

Mr.  Bowne,  a  young  and  talented  member  from  the 
county  of  Otsego,  (now  a  member  of  congress)  introduced 
into  the  assembly  a  bHI  for  the  abolition  of  capital  punish- 
ment, and  supported  it  with  great  zeal  and  eloquence. 
The  bSl  was  cejected  by  a  large  majority.  I  mention  the 
fact,  because  this,  I  beUeve,  was  the  first  4ime  this  great 
question  was  presented  directly  for  die  action  of  any  legis- 
lative body  in  this  state. 

After  the  order  for  removing  the  deposits  from  the  bank 
of  the  United  States  was  issued,  the  managers  of  the  in- 
stiution  instantly  commenced  a  system  of  curtailing  fheir 
discounts  and  collecting  their  debts.  This  was  done  under 
pretence  that  it  had  made  loans  on  the  credit  of  those  de- 
posits ;  and  that  the  order  for  their  removal  imposed  upon 
it  the  necessity  of  pursuing  that  course  of  conduct  The 
bank  executed  ks  determination  widi  the  utmost  rigor, 
and  m  the  course  of  a  few  months  forced  coHecttons  to 
the  amount  of  many  millions.  Its  greatest  severity  was 
e'xercised  towards  its  debtors  in  the  state  of  New-York, 
it  was  alleged  by  the  friends  of  the  administration,  that 
these  larg^  collections,  and  this  great  curtaikneflt  of  the 
circulation  by  the  bank,  was  unnecessary ;  that  the  re- 
nloval  of  die  deposits  was  the  ostensible,  and  not  the  true 
cause  of  this  procedure.  That  the  real  object  of  the  bank 
was  to  bring  distress  upon  community,  or  such  a  pressure 
on  the  state  banks,  as  would  compel  them  to  suspend 
specie  payment;  and  in  either  or  both  cases,  they  believed 
that  the  public  indignation  would  fall  upon  the  national 
admiiBStration  as  die  cause  of  the  cslamity.    The  subse- 


IjtMm'MiMl^^^ti'gtitn^nt  of  the  di^coatits  of  the  bank, 
Ahii  tts  iotf^iU^  bf  chrdolstion,  which  occam&d  in  1635— 41, 
liSbMs  strong  evidence  that  this  allegation  was  weO 
feiinded. 

lb  the  winter  of  1696,  the  distress  produced  by  these 
Operations  of  the  bank,  was  felt  in  every  part  of  the  ntf  on, 
but  most  sevetely  fai  the  commercial  towns.  It  infused 
jfiresh  spirit  and  vigor  among  the  ranks  of  the  opposition 
in  the  state  and  nation.  They  characterized  the  act  of 
Genera]  Jackson,  in  removing  the  deposits,  as  high-handed 
and  tyrannical;  and  as  an  usurpation  by  the  executive  of 
poWeni  which,  according  to  the  genius  of  the  constitution, 
beloiiged  to  the  legislative  department  of  the  government ; 
and  that  by  this  measure,  the  president  had  obtained 
the  possession  and  control  of  the  national  treasures,  of 
which  the  representatives  of  the  people  in  congress  were 
the  constitutional  guardians.  They,  about  this  time,  as- 
sumed the  title  of  Whigs,  as  the  cognomen  by  which  all 
those  who  were  opposed  to  the  administration  of  General 
laekson,  should  be  designated  and  known.  It  is  remark- 
able, that  when  this  attitude  and  name  was  assumed  by 
the  national  republican  party,  the  anti-masonic  party  in^ 
Stontly  disbanded.  They  seemed,  as  if  by  magic,  in  one 
toOiiient  annihilated.  That  unbending,  and  as  they  were 
eaBed,  proscribing  party,  comprising  many  thousands  of 
^dectors,  among  whom  were  great  numbers  of  men  of  high 
diaracler  for  talents  and  standing,  and  distinguished  for 
their  piety  and  sacred  regard  to  the  dictates  of  conscience, 
who  had  repeatedly  most  solemnly  declared,  they  would 
never  vote  for  an  adhering  mason  for  any  office  whatever 
in  one  day,  ceased  to  utter  a  word  against  masonry,  assum- 
ed the  name  and  title  of  whigs,  and  as  it  were,  in  an  in- 
stant amalgamated  into  one  mass  with  national  republicans, 
a  pKtiy  composed  as  well  of  masons  as  of  other  citizens. 
This  seems  to  me,  a  high  evidence  of  the  community  of 


feeliag  which  existed  among  the  members  <^  iim  autiHOMr 
sonic  party  ;  and  that  what  is  called  the  discipline  of  party 
was,  by  no  means,  confined  to  the  democratic  party  in  the 
state  of  New- York.  It  may,  however,  be  said  and  it 
ouj^t  to  be  stated,  because  it  if  true,  that  the  institution 
of  fnasonry  had,  in  point  of  fact,  ceased  to  exist,  and 
therefore,  that  the  anti«masons  had  accomplished  the  ob- 
ject they  originally  had  in  view,  which  was  the  destruc- 
tion of  masonry.  But  then  it  is  equally  true,  that  mason- 
ry was  as  effectually  demolished  in  November,  1832,  as 
in  February,  1834. 

Early  in  the  session  of  1834,  a  resolution  was  moved 
in  the  assembly  by  a  democratic  member,  approving  of  the 
removal  of  the  deposits,  which  passed  that  house  by  a 
large  majority.  In  the  senate,  the  resolution  was  discus- 
sed with  much  spirit  and  opposed  with  great  ability  by 
Mr.  Seward  and  other  whig  senators,  but  advocated  by 
Messrs.  Dodge,  Edmonds,  Suydam  and  others.  It  was 
finally  adopted  by  the  strong  vote  of  twenty-three  to  five. 
I  observe  that  Mr.  Lynde,  who  had  been  elected  by  the 
anti-masons  and  national  republicans,  on  this  occasioo 
voted  with  the  majority. 

At  Washington,  the  action  of  the  president  on  Ihis  then 
all  absorbing  question,  was  the  subject  of  much  and  severe 
animadversion.  On  this  occasion  Mr.  Tallmadge  came 
out  strongly  in  support  of  the  president,  and  made  an 
elaborate  and  able  speech,  in  which  he  strongly  contended 
that  congress  had  no  power  to  charter  a  bank,  and  of 
course  that  the  law  incorporating  the  existing  bank  way 
unconstitutional. 

Such  was  the  pressure  produced  by  the  action  of  the 
United  States  bank,  that  the  New- York  banks  became 
seriously  apprehensive  that  they  should  be  compelled  to 
suspend  specie  payment  unless  they  could  obtain  some 
extrinsic  aid.      They  represented  their  condition  to  the 
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gOvevBor,  who  on  the  33nd  of  Mareb»  tent  a  message  to 
the  legislature  reconunending  a  loan  of  the  credit  of  the 
state  to  the  baaks^  in  the  shape  of  state  stocks,  to  the 
amount  of  five  or  six  millions  of  dollars,  if  the  exigency 
of  the  banks  should  require  such  aidw 

The  legislature  acted  yery  promptly  upon  this  rocom- 
Biendation  and  passed  an  act  substantially  in  pursuance  of 
the  suggestion  of  the  governor.  But  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  perceiving  that  the  New- York  banks  sns* 
lajned  as  they  now  were  by  the  epedit  of  the  state,  could 
QOl  be  compelled  to  suspend  the  payment  of  their  notes 
in  specie,  but  on  the  contrary  would  be  able  to  extend 
their  loans  for  the  relief  of  the  commercial  community, 
or.  from  some  other  cause,  soon  after  changed  its  course, 
and  instead  of  curtailing  began  to  extend  its  loans  and  in* 
crease  its  issues.  The  New- York  banks  therefore  did  nol 
call  on  the  state  for  any  aid,  and  the  state  law  w;^s  per- 
mitted to  expire  without  any  action  being  had  under  it 

An  attempt  was  made  by  the  whigs  to  render  the  go* 
vemor  onpopular  for  recommending  this  measure,  which 
was  stigmatized  as  a  mortgage  of  the  property  of  the 
people  of  the  state,  for  the  benefit  of  moneyed  corporations, 
but  it  does  not  appear  that  these  efforts  had  any  injurious 
eflbct  on  his  political  character  and  standing.  Indeed  I 
am  inclined  to  think,  that  at  the  present  day  his  conduct 
in  nelation  to  this  matter  is  approved  of  by  all  parties  and 
especially  by  the  whigs. 

The  result  of  the  corporation  election  in  Now- York  show- 
ed that  the  pressure  upon  the  money  marked,  to  whatever 
cause  it  was  owing,  had  produced  some  effect  in  that  city 
adverse  t^  the  democratic  party.  Mr.  Lawrence,  person- 
ally a  very  popular  man,  who.  was  the  democratic  candi- 
date for  mayor,  obtained  only  two  hundred  and  thirteen 
majority  over  Mr.  Verplanc^,  the  whig  candidate.  Here 
then  a  majority  of  five  thousand  in  the  city  of  New- York , 


tit  rouwoKtikfmmrfimr.  [iUlt^ 

maM^mmwem  llNirt^pmod  of  time,  MdMeiillo  Hm  -tall 
inarjcarity  of  tMW*huiidrBd  «Mid  tbirteen. 

The  legiilirture^MliJMriiQdi  en  the  99th  April 

TIms  whig»held««taite  GODTveDtlon  and  put  in  noinm* 
tion  William  H.  Sewatd  for  governor,  and  Sifaui  M.  8UI« 
«elM»r  lieutenant  gownion  It  will  be  r80<rilsoted  that 
MnCUivrell^badbeeiifor  •sv^ral  years  beftm  the  jam 
I884y  one  ef  the  democratic  members  of  assembly  frMi 
th».ck]r  of  New-York.  I  belieye  during  the  last  soision 
of  (tfae  iegislature  of  which  he  was  a  member,  he  dfe^ 
aerareA  some  «7inploms  of  dissatisfaction  with  the  putjp 
with  whioh  be  professed  to  act,  and  when  the  removal  ^ 
the  tUnitod  Stales  deposits  bj  the  president  was  amioitoeiddi 
or  soon  aiWwards,  he  declared  himself  a  'Whq^.  Mr 
SeiMDnd,  ithmgh  a  young  man,  had  by  this  time  aeqimiaa 
high  ■arepgtation  for  his  talents  and  political  tact  -thsEt,  tt 
it'was  oanelnded  not  again  to  bring  Mr*  Granger  into  die 
field,  his  oeleotion  as  die  whig  gubernatorial  tsaudidalli 
wias  ar^snatier  of  general  consent 

The  Hsriiimer  oontentioo  mctt  on  the  10th  of  Septeiih 
her  and  neomiated  Marcy  send  Tracy  for  a  re*«leclk«i 
wiAhfonly  two  diasenljng  ToiiMi. 

NotwithfllandiBg  tfae  ^eoaspiiiiatB  on  aooonnt  ef  tfie  ve* 
momi  of  the  depoabs,  .the  panic  prodneed  by  the  tnonejr 
preasiffe,  and  the  amalgamation  of  the  anti-msaonic  wMl 
the  national  aepabiioaa  party,  the  annual  election  in  N^ 
vember,  resulted  in  a  complete  triumph  of  the  4etM(ora|ie 
party,  Maroy  and  Tracy  wem>€dei$ted  by  a  majority  of 
about  deven  tfaonaand,  and  setan  af  Ae  vtgbt  aemeriil 
diatriota  chose  ienworatie  aemtorto. 

The  paraaos  alettod  were : 
Fraoi  the  FiestlMstrkit,  €oe  S.  Dowfli&gi 
^         Second  do.,    John  P.  J«ies, 
<<         ThinI    do,    Abraham  L.  Lawyer. 


^EtQm  the  ^Fourth  DittricV  Snaua^  Y'omg,.mi 

<<  Fifth         do.,      Abijah  Beckwith, 

«<  Sixth         do.,      Levi  Beardslejr, 

^  Seventh    (k>.,      Chester  Looinig, 

^'  Eighth       do.,  .    Isaac  Lacy. 

dm  JDoeftmber,  Sioieon  De  Witt,  surveyor  geneial  of  the 
slate,  jKt  an  advanced  age,  departed  this  life.  He  had 
held  the,  office  of  surveyor  general  aninteruptedly  for  the 
space  of  fifty  years.  His  merits  as  a  citizen,  a  philanhtro- 
pist,  a  friend  and  patron  of  the  arts  and  sciences,  and  as 
an  able  and  faitbiul  public  officer,  I  need  not  mention. 
They  u:e  known  and  universally  acknowledged.  What 
is  roost  sipgular,  and  what  indeed  is  the  highest  evidence 
of  .'his  personal  worth  and  official  merit,  is  that,  although 
he  always  openly  and  frankly  avowed  his  pohtical  opfaiions, 
and  although  he  frequently  belonged  to  the  party  which 
w^s  in  the  minority,  no  party,  during  the  lapse  of  half  a 
cantury,  ventured  to  remove  him. 

Jmuary  6, 18S5* — The  legislature  convened  on  the  day 
fixed  by  law.  Charles  Humphrey,  of  Ithaca,  having,  at 
afsaucus  held  the  preceding  evening,  been  regularly  nomi^ 
Mied  for  speaker  of  the  asaembly,  was  dsdy  elected* 
t/Mk  H,  Sibley,  the  successor  of  Mr.  Granger  and  Mr. 
Spencer,  from  the  county  of  Ontario,  was  Ihe  whig  can- 
didftte,  and  received  thirtyHone  votea-^Mr.  Uuaqyhrey  re- 
ceived noiety-^iie. 

The  governor,  in  his  message,  reviewed  the  conduct  of 
the  Unitod  States  bank,  and  gave  a  history  of  the  proceed- 
ii^  under  Ihe  act  passed  at  the  last  aessaon  for  loaning 
the  credit  of  the  state  to  the  banks,  or  rather  gave  a  his^ 
tory  showily  that  no  proceedings  had  been  had  under  it. 
He  recommended  provisions  for  an  enlaigement  of  the 
Erie  ci^al,  and  he  advised  the  supfHression  of  the  eircola- 
tioB  of  all  notes  under  the  denomination  of  five  doUara; 


He  coDdaded  his  rnessage  with  a  very  handsome  etiogy 
upon  the  charaeter  and  Bervices  of  the  late  surveyor  gen- 
eral 

Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  session  a  bill  was 
passed  in  the  senate  in  pursuance  of  the  recommendatioa 
of  the  governor,  for  the  gradual  suppression  of  bank  notes 
under  five  dollars.  Tlie  adoption  of  this  measure  seems 
to  have  been  by  general  consent.  On  the  final  passage  of 
the  bill  there  were  only  two  noes,  Mr.  Kemble  and  Mr. 
Halsey,  both  gentlemen  thefn  being  members  of  the  demo- 
cratic  party.  The  bill  also  passed  the  assembly  with  great 
unanimity,  only  nine  members  voting  against  it. 

Mn  Samuel  Young,  with  whom  the  reader  c{  these 
sketches  is  by  this  time  pretty  well  acquainted,  again  ap- 
peared in  the  senate  as  a  representative  from  the  fourth 
district.  He  was  now  a  warm  and  ardent  supporter  of 
the  administration,  and  on  the  second  business  day  of  the 
session,  moved  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution  : 

'*  Resolvedy  (the  assembly  concurring  herein,)  That  the 
senators  from  this  state  in  the  congress  of  the  United 
States,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  instructed  to  use  their  best 
effi>rts  to  cause  to  be  expunged  from  the  journals  of  the 
senate  of  the  United  States,  the  resolution  of  the  38th 
March,  1884,  declaring  'That  the  president  in  the  late 
executive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  public  revenue, 
has  assumed  upon  himself  authority  and  power  not  con- 
ferred by  the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of 
both.'" 

It  had  been  recommended  by  the  state  of  New  Jersey, 
that  a  national  convention  sbouki  be  holden  on  the  20th 
of  May  for  the  nomination  of  president  and  vice  presi- 
ient.  New- York  of  course  promptly  concurred  in  the 
recommendation.  A  state  convention  was  gotten  up,  and 
forty-two  delegates  were  chosen  to  represent  New- York 
A  the  grand  convention  at  Baltimore.    While  on  thissub* 
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ject,,  it  may  be  well  to  etate  that  the  oonveDtion  met  at 
Baltimore,  as  had  been  anticipated  ;  tbat^  the  states  were 
generally  represented,  and  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  received 
the  vote  of  ^very  iodividual ;  a  result  highly  creditable  to 
bim  and  gratifying  to  his  friends.  In  the  selection  of  a 
candidate  for  the  vice  presidency,  there  was  some  diversity 
of  opinion.  Mr.  Rives,  of  Virginia,  had  eighty^seven 
votes,  but  CoL  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  received  one  hun* 
dred  and  seventy-height  votes,  and  was  declared  duly  no^ 
minated. 

Chief  Justice  Marshall  died  this  year,  and  soon  after- 
witrds  the  president  appointed  R.  B.  Taney,  the  late  at- 
torney general,  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  the 
United  States. 

A  bill  was  brought  into  the  assembly  for  constructing 
Uie  Black  River  canal,  and  passed  that  house  by  a  majo 
rity  of  twenty-one  votes,  but  it  was  indefinitely  postponed 
in  the  senate  by  a  vote  of  twenty-two  against  it  A  bit! 
for  the  constraction  of  the  Genesee  and  Olean  canal  ori- 
ginated in.  the  senate,  but  it  shared  the  same  fate  as  the 
Black  River  canal,  by  about  the  same  vote.  But  notr 
withstanding  these  cautious  movements  on  the  part  of  the 
senate,  that  same  body  of  men  concurred  with  the  assem- 
bly, during  this  session,  in  the  passage  of  a  law  involving 
the  state  in  a  vastly  greater  expenditure  of  money  than 
could  have  been  incurred  by  the  construction  of  the  Black 
river  and  Genesee  valley  canals.  With  very  little  discus- 
sion, and  without  causing  the  subject  to  be  brought  before 
the  people  at  all  for  their  consideration,  they  passed  a  law 
with  the  modest  and  almost  unmeaning  title  of  ''An  act 
in  relation  to  the  Erie  canal,"  the  first  section  of  which 
was  in  the  following  words  :  '*  The  canal  commissioners 
are  hereby  authorised  and  directed  to  enlarge  and  improve 
the  Erie  canal  and  construct  a  double  set  of  lift  locks 
therein,  as  soon  as  the  canal  board  may  be  of  opinion  that 
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He  conisladed  ffis  message  with  a  very  baiid^ 
upon  the  charaeter  and  services  of  the  late  r  f^     ^ 
eral.  jf  *^     \ 

Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  r  ^  *   ^      * 
passed  in  the  senate  in  pursuance  of  t^  |  ^  ^   « 
of  the  governor,  for  the  gradual  supr  ^  V  «r  ^   i 
under  five  dollars.     The  adoption   If?    ^    . 
to  have  been  by  general  consent*.  ^'W  ^ 
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the  bill  there  were,  only  two  nrtj  '|   ^   ^ 
Halsey,  both  gentlemen  thcTn'f'^  f  \\  ^ 

cratic  party.    The  bill  also^  5  |  :^  ^  ^j  f^^^.^ 

unanimity,  only  nine  memV     j  ,  J   ■  ade  until  th^ 

Mn  Samuel  Young,. I     (f  ome arising fpHti 

sketches  is  by  this  tim^^  J      f  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^,^^ 

pearedin  the  senate./ j  |  ^^    ^^^  ^^ ^l^^  ^^^^^^^ 

district.    He  was  n.  J  ^  asand  dollars  annuaHy.    h 

the  admmistration  /  ^^^^^  ^  ^^^^  principal  pil«  oP 

session,  moved  t^;  ^  Champlain   canah  foran  indefii 

"  ^^^^^y  ()'  The  dtizrens  of  this  state,  who  wete 

senators  froo^       ^^^  jgj^  ^^^  jqjq^  ^j  recollect  wttH 

_  es,     ,.a       apprehension   and  extreme  reluctance  tlite 

ettorts  to  c    ^^^  ^jj^^  ii^^jj,  agents  should  render  them 

sena  e  o     ^^  ^^  expense  of  constrncting  the  Erie  and 

'^^j^n  canals,  then  estimated  at' from  five  to  shrmil^ 

^^®®"   /dollars,  could  not,  and  can  not,  but  be  astonished 

^**'    jfceact  for  widening  the  canal,  involving  such  im^ 

^  expenditures,  should  have  been  passed  by  a  legis- 

^1^  ^th  so  little  ceremony,   and  without  consulting 

^r  constituents.     The  times  had  changed,  and  men  had 

^nged  with  them.     Neither  individual  lialrilities  nor 

public  debts  were  dreaded  now  as  then.     But  the  passage 

of  this  law  proves  another  position,  which  I  have  some 

where  laid  down,  to  wit :  the  great  influence  in  the  legis- 

hitron  of  the  state  of  NeW-York  possessed  by  the  repre- 
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^^<^        ^1^  '^  annihilation  of  tfaeUMted  Statei 

•  %^  %^  4  by  all  after  the  veto  of  the 

^^^^-   ^  'its  charter,   itiduoed  the 

-?^*^  y.%^  '^^  that  the  bank  capital  in 

^  ^.^  "^^^    ^'hJ^  %.  ''^^ '  aB*the  eager^ 

%'  "U ^     >u       i^    %^      ^  ced  at  the  ne»t  wt^ 

*-**;/  \     '  t^    ^*^  '^  '^to,  and  at  every  gue- 

'^^*h    '"ii,  ^^       *%  ad  pressing  applications  for 

.  ^^    V    '*  ^  .iment  in  bank  stock  wee  exceed* 

%'  ^^'*  ^^  the  United  States  btait  was  in  full 

^.  ^  .  governmentai  deposits  were  nrnde*  in 

\  f  hat  then  most  be  the  value  of  stock  when* 

.dl  deposits  were  transferred  to  the  etate  banks| 

.  aen  the  United  States  Bank  sho«dd  cease  to  exist  iiy 

.ose  states  where,  as  in  the  state  of  New^York,  a  monD^^ 

poiy  of  banking  was,  by  the  restraimng  law,  secured  to 

oiMtrteved  banks  1 

The  dominant  party  in  the  legislature  perceived  thi^ 
anxiety,  and  they  also  perceived  that  a  poKticai  advan- 
tmge  nrHght  be  derived  from  it  To  effect  this  they  were 
careful  in  every  charter  which  they  granted  in  the  select 
tktn  of  commissioners  to  distribute  the  stock,  that  a  m^ 
jority  of  them  should  belong  to  the  demoeratic  party; 
These  commissioners,  in  the  execution  of  their  trusty 
generally  distributed  a  large  majority  in  amount  of  the 
stock  among  their  political  friends.  Provisions^  were' 
made  by  the  legislature  which  ostensibly  secui^d,  or  were  - 
intended  to  secure  a  fair  distribution,  but  these  provisions 
oould  be  evaded  with  great  facility,  and  in  pomt  of  fact' 
generally  were  evaded. 

It  is  easy  to  see  that  such  a  state  of  things  must  have* 
produced  a  great  and  almost  irrisistable  pressure  for  the 
grant  of  new  bank  charters  on  the-  legislature;      The* 
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members  tbemaelTes  Bdm^tinles  .participated  in  the  beo^ts 
growing  out  of  charters  created  by  their  own  votes.  AD 
good  men  of  the  democratie  party  saw  and  deplored  that 
these  practices  not  only  tended  to  produce  well  founded 
distrust  in  the  purity  of  the  legislature,  but  to  corrupt  the 
very  source  of  power,  the  people  thenaselves.  Goveraor 
Marcy  perceived  and  felt  most  deeply  the  evils  which 
were  multiplying  and  must  result  from  the  system,  and  hi 
one  or  more  of  his  messages,  suggested  what  he  deemed 
a  probable  remedy,  although  he  seemed  himself  to  be 
sensible  that  the  remedies  he  proposed  would  not,  with 
certainty,  be  successful.  But  nothing  effectual  was  done, 
and,  as  was  natural,  the  evil  continued  to  increase,  if  tea 
banks  were  chartered  at  one  session,  twenty  must  be  char- 
tered the  next,  and  thirty  the  next.  The  cormorants 
could  never  be  gorged.  If  at  one  sesslcHi  you  bought  off 
a  pack  of  greedy  loddy  agents,  like  the  Goths  and  Van- 
dals of  whom  the  Romans  attempted  to  purchase  peace, 
they  returned  with  increased  numbers  and  more  voracious 
appetite* 

It  seems  to  me,  although  there  are  a  great  many  who 
doubted  the  correctness  of  the  position,  that  the  only  true 
remedy  was  to  render  banking  free  ;  or,  in  other  words^ 
substantially  to  repeal  the  restraining  law,  and  thus  open 
to  competition  the  business  ef  banking. 

Mr.  John  B.  Yates,  a  talented  democratic  member  of 
the  assembly,  and  a  brother  of  Gov.  Yates,  entertaining 
the  same  views,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  re- 
straining lawy  which  he  supported  by  an  elaborate  and  able 
q)eech.  Col.  Young,  of  the  senate,  also  very  early  inti- 
mated an  opinion  in  favor  of  removing  the  restrictions 
against  banking.  But  so  strong  was  the  feeling  in  the 
^gisiature  in  favor  of  confining  the  business  of  banking 
to  chartered  companies,  that  the  efforts  of  these  gentle- 
men were  entirely  unsuccessful. 
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The  abase  of  hanking  privileges  and  other  chartered 
rights^  and  the  inkfluence  of  banks  and  other  incorporated 
moneyed  institutions  in  the  legislature  and  among  the 
people,  alarmed  a  portion  of  the  thinking  and  rejecting 
citizens  of  New- York,  and  many  of  them  became  opposed 
to  the  practice  of  granting,  by  legislative  enacUbent,  any 
exclusive  privileges  to  any  clsiss.  of  citizens.  Tb^se  feel- 
ings and  viewfi  called  into  ejdstence  a  political  party  who» 
styled  themselves  the  equal  rights  party,  but  whom  their 
opponents  characterized  by  the  name  of  the  k>oo*fQCOS, 
A  brief  account  of  the  rise,  progress  and  final  amalgama- 
tion of  this  party  with  the  democratic  party  of  the  state 
and  nation,  will  be,  found  in  the  next  Chapter. 

At  this  period,  all  branches  of  business  indicated  a  stale 
of  unexampled  national  prosperity.  American  credil  was 
high  in  every  commercial  country  in  the  world.  The  pro- 
ducts of  agriculture  commanded  an  exhorbitant  price;  the 
laborer  was  richly  rewarded  for  his  toil  Lands,  both  un- 
eultivated  and  improved,  suddenly  rose  in  value^  and  mo- 
ney was  abundant  The  amount  of  bank  notes  in  circu- 
lation was  increased  in  consequence  of  the  lU)eral  loans 
made  to  merchants  snd  speculators  by  the  deposit  banks. 
In  this  state  of  things,  the  propensity  for  speculation  be- 
came general,  and  the  practice  was  soon  carried  to  an  un- 
precedented and  alarming  extent — an  extent  which,  in  its 
consequence^  seriously  embarrassed  the  industrious  part 
q[  community,  and  resulted  in  the  ruin  of  thousands.  Not- 
withstanding the  immense  amount  of  bank  paper  in  circu- 
lation, loud  coo^laints  were  made  on  account  of  the  want 
of  greater  facilities  in  borrowing  money.  It  was  alleged 
that  more  banking  capital  was  required,  and  on  the  as- 
suQipiion  thai  such  was  the  fact,  numerous  applications  to 
the  legisjlatiirelbr  bank  cbuters  werc^  anooiiaoed.  Gov. 
liaroy,  with  a  view  to  e^hit  liie  true  cause  of  a  supposed 
want^baBkinge^iiital^  and  to  wan  the  (ndUKc  agaiBst 
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indulging  a  passion  for  wild  and  reckless  spec  alations,  in  his 
annual  message  to  the  legislature  in  1836,  remarked  that, 
^  There  can  be  no  mistake  as  to  the  fact,  and  it  shoufd  not 
pass  unnoticed^  that  an  unregulated  spirit' of  speculatim 
has,  within  the  last  year,  prevailed  to  an  unprecedented  ex- 
tent. Our  citizens,  who  have  been  influenced  by  this^spi- 
fit,  have  not  confined  their  operations  to  objects  within  our 
own  state.  They  have  made  large  investments  in  other 
sections  of  the  union.  These  operations  have  required 
something  more  than  the  use  of  our  circulating  credits. 
The  amount  of  capital  that  has 'thus  been  transferred  from 
this  state  to  others,  cannot  be  ascertained  with  any  degree 
of  accuracy,  but  it  must  be  very  great.  These  transac- 
tions, large  as  they  have  been,  bear  no  compariston  to  the 
enormous  speculations  in  stocks  and  in  real  property  witk- 
in  our  own  state. 

<^  The  vacant  lands  in  and  about  several  of  our  cities 
and  villages  have  risen,  in  many  instances,  several  hun- 
dred per  cent,  and  large  quantities  of  them  have  been  sold 
at  prices  which  seem  to  me  to  have  been  produced  more 
by  the  competition  of  speculation,  than  any  real  demand 
resulting  from  the  increase  of  our  population  ami  actual 
prosperity.  That  the  sudden  rise  in  the  price  of  these 
lands  is  ascribed  to  the  true  cause,  is  evident  from  the  con- 
ceded fact,  that  most  of  them  have  been  purchased,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  being  occupied  by  the  buyers,  but  to 
be  again  put  in  market  and  sold  at  still  higher  prices.  No 
estimate  can  be  made  of  the  amount  of  these  transactions ; 
biit  a  conjecture  may  be  formed  as  to  the  extent  of  the 
sales,  from  the  fact  that  a  single  auctioneer  in  the  city  of 
New- York  sold  real  estate  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
30th  September  last,  to  the  amount  of  more  than  twenty 
'  millions  of  dollars ;  and  the  character  of  these  sales  is 
indicated  by  the  further  feet  that  about  eleven  millions  of 
^ias  property  was  scid  on  a  bid  made  by  or  for  the  owii- 


ers.  It  is  proper  that  I  should  remark,  ib^t  the  specifla- 
tioDs  in  real  property  in  this  state  bare  not  been  confined 
to  city  and  village  lots^  but  have  extended  to  fiairms  and 
wild  lands. 

^  I  presume  it  will  not  be  denied  that  a  very  considerable 
portion  of  capital  has  been  devoted  to  these  speculations 
.  m  land  and  stocks.  I  have  deemed  it  necessary  to  allude 
to  these  transactions  with  a  view  to  l^y  open  the  true 
causes  of  the  alleged  deficiency  of  capital  to  subserve  the 
purposes  of  commerce,  manufactures,  and  the  other  pur- 
suits of  the  productive  classes  of  our  fellow  citizens, 
deeming  it  very  important  that  these  causes  should  be  well 
considered  before  you  attempt  to  apply  a  repiedy,  partic- 
ularly such  a  remedy  as  is  asked  for — an  unexaippled  ex- 
tension of  our  credit  system. 

^^It  cannot,  I  think,  be  denied  that  a  large  amount  of 
capital  has  been  sent  out  of  the  state  to  subserve  the  pur- 
poses of  foreign  speculations.  This  is  undoubtedly  one 
cause  of  the  want  of  sufficient  capital  to  transact  Qur  or- 
dinary business.  It  is  not  less  true,  I  apprehend,  that  the 
existing  banks  have,  to  some  extent  at  least,  lessened  their 
ability  to  accommodate  persons  employed  in  regular  busi- 
ness pursuits,  by  affording  assistance  to  those  who  are  em- 
barked in  these  speculations.  This  is  another  cause  of 
the  present  want  of  banking  facilities.  But  the  main 
cause  of  this  want,  which  now  presses  so  severely  on  our 
fellow-citizens,  is  less  obvious,  but  not  the  less  entitled 
to  your  consideration.  The  passion  for  speculation  pre- 
vails to  an  extent  heretofore  unknown,  not  only  among 
capitalists,  but  among  merchants  and  traders.  The  funds 
of  these  capitalists  have  been  withdrawn  to  some  extent 
from  situations  in  which  they  afforded  accommodations  to 
business  men,  and  they  have  consequently  been  obliged  to 
press  upon  the  banks  to  supply  this  deficiency  in  their 
means.     Merchants  and  others  have  abstracted  from  theb 
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businefls  a  portion  of  their  ca|>ital,  and  devoted  it  to 
•pecalations  in  stocks  and  lands,  and  have  then  resorted 
to  th6  banks  for  increased  accommodations.  To  these 
causes  I  ascribe  most  of  the  embarrassment  now  felt  for 
the  want  of  iliifficieht  bank  facilities  to  Conduct  sutcess- 
fuilj  our  ordinary  business  cbncernb.  l^he  proposed  re- 
medy,  judging  from  the  applications,  in  to  double  the  pre- 
sent number  6t  b)inkd,  and  nearly  to  treble  the  amount  of 
banking  capitkl.  Before  you  apply  this  remedy,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  you  ought  to  be  well  satisfied  that  it  will  re- 
move the' difficulty,  and  that  the  use  of  it  will  not  leave 
us  in  a  worse  condition  than  we  are  at  present.  If  the 
passion  for  speculation  has  engrossed  the  pecuniary  re- 
sources of  the  state  to  sUch  an  extent  as  to  interfere  with 
the  strong  claims  that  commerce  and  trade  have  upon 
them,  is  it  not  to  be  apprehended  that  it  will  appropriate 
to  itself  a  large  portion  of  any  additional  accommodations 
you  may  provide  for  these  and  other  branches  of  business? 
If  I  rightly  apprehend  its  character,  it  will  not  be  likely 
to  abate  while  it  can  find  means  for  its  gratification.  I 
am  well  aware  that  this  spirit  of  speculation  cannot  be 
restrained  by  direct  legislation;  but  you  should  be  careful 
to  avoid  encouraging  or  sustaining  it  even  incidentally  by 
any  measures  you  may  deem  it  expedient  to  adopt  for  the 
purpose  of  repairing  the  injuries  it  has  done  to  the  busi- 
ness concerns  of  the  state." 

This  eloquent  and  powerful  appeal  of  Gov.  Marcy  to 
the  legislatuie  produced  no  effect.  His  assertion,  that 
^^^an  unregulated  spirit  of  speculation  fvevMed^^^  was  an- 
imadverted upon  with  severity,  mingled  with  personal 
abuse.  It  would  have  been  fortunate  for  the  community, 
and  more  especially  beneficial  to  those  men  who  felt  them- 
'  selves  implicated,  and  were  offended  at  this  declaration, 
had  they  listened  to  the  warning  voice  of  the  governor, 
instead  of  treating  it  with  contumely. 
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It  afibrcb  gr«At  r?Uef  to  the  patriotic  ^n(\  l^i^e?oIf»t 
mindi  b  tracing  the  bUtory  of  tfae  proceedi|ig{{  of  thit 
legislature  in  their  winter  seasion^  to  perceiye  t^^  ihey 
did  not  become  ao  deluded  by  the  airy  viai^na^a^^  apecii- . 
lating  mania  of  the  day,  as  to  lose  |ight  of  their  duty  to. 
provide  the  laeana  for  dilBfusing  intelligence  among  the, 
rising  generation,  and  of  impressing  upon  their  ipinds  vit- 
tuous  and  patriotic  principles.  They  passed  an  act  fe? 
the  establishment  of  a  library  in  every  school  district  io 
the  state.  The  plan  contempla^d  by  the  act  has  been 
improved  by  subsequent  legislation^  ao  that  the  system 
may  now  be  con^sidered  as  in  a  great  degree  perfected.  It 
has  not  existed  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to  convince  all 
men  of  its  value;  nor  has  it  yet  ripened  so  as  to  produce 
those  richfruitSi  which  will  undoubtedly  be  eventually  real- 
ized. It  carries  the  recorded  wisdom  and  knowledge, 
both  of  the  ancients  and  moderns,  into  every  neighborhood 
in  the  state;  and  by  it,  the  poorest  and  most  fieatitute 
child,  to  whom  Qod  has  given  the  faculty  to  perceive  the 
value  and  relish  the  pleasures  qf  science,  finds  at  his  own 
door  a  mine,  cpntaiaing  treasures  of  which  he  may  partake 
as  freely  as  of  the  air  he  breathes.  But  even  this  bill  met 
with  opposition  in  the  senate.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure 
to  add,  that  my  old  and  valued  friend,  Levi  Beardsley, 
supported  it  ably  apd  zealously;  and  it  is  more  than  pro- 
bable that  the  bill  would  have  been  rejected,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  influence  and  efforts  in  its  favor  of  Colonet 
Young  and  Mr.  Beardsley.^ 

*  At  tlw  tiB0  wtett  tbii  biU  was  befora  tiM  wDfttey  I  w«t  lafoniMd  kf  Ifir. 
Scardsley,  that  Jiunet  Wadiworth,  of  GtoeMOi  wa>  in  AltMoy  and  took  a  dMf 
interest  in  its  fowe.  Ifx>  Beafdalef  iAjtlroaied  ns.opinlon  Uyit  iu  passata  was  In  » 
gnat  maasofe  owiog  to  his  exertions  and  inaoence.  Mr.  Wadswortli  lias  ntvery 
to  my  recollectiotti  been  a  member  of  the  Jegislature  of  this  state,  nor  has  hf 
scarcely  been  Icnownas  a  politician;  but  his  beneTolcnt'eflbrts  for  the  snbstan* 
tial  good  of  commonity  have,  by  means  of  his  unwearied  perseverance,  his  talent* 
and  great  wealth,  been  widely  extended  and  emineni.ly  successful.  To  diffose  a 
gnisrat  knowledge  of  the  art  by  which  liuman  life  is  sastaiaed— tlie  art  or  seienco 
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Barljf  in  the  session  the  surveyor  genertif  s  office,  which 
was  made  vacant  by  the  death  of  the  venerable  Simeon 
De  Witt,  was  conferred  on  Doct  WilKam  Campbell,  of 
the  couitty  of  Otsego.  Doct.  Campbell/ though  a  modest 
and  retiring  man,  from  his  science  and  skill  as  a  mathe- 
matician tihd  from  his  ititegrity  and  purity  of  character  as 
a  citizen,  was  well  entitled  to  the  office. 

'  N^r  the  close  of  tbe  session,  Heman  J.  Redfield,  of 
Qenestee,  was  appointed  a  canal  commissioner,  but  declin* 
ed  to  accept  the  office.  The  governor,  upon  receiving  the 
declension  of  Mir.  Redfield,  during  the  recess  of  the  legis- 
lature, appointed  John  Bowman,  of  Rochester,  in  his 
place,  and  tills  appointment  was  afterwards  confirmed  by 
the  legislature.  It  will  be  recollected  that  both  these 
gentlemen  belonged  to  the  famous  corps  of  '^  sevmtterP 
senators  who,  in  1821,  defeated  the  passage  of  the  electo- 
ral law.  Their  appointment  in  succession  to  this  impor- 
tant office  is  an  additional  evidence  of  the  pertinacity  of 
ihe  Crawford  party  in  sustaining  their  old  friends. 

The  November  election  was  not  very  sharply  contested 
in  most  of  the  counties  in  the  state.  It  as  usual  resulted 
in  favor  of  the  democratic  party. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  senators  chosen: 
Prom  the  First  District,  Henry  Floyd  Jones, 
^^  Second   do.,      Ebenezer  Lounsbury,  and 


a 


John  Hunter, 

Third 

do.. 

James  Powers, 

Fourth 

do.. 

David  Spraker, 

Fifth 

do.. 

David  Wager,  and 
Micah  Sterling, 

Sixth 

do.| 

Geoi^  Huntington, 

of  agneattim— «Bd  to  eultifate,  tnlaifa,  and  add  to  tbe  mast  of  mind,  bf  na- 
AeriDf  more  perfect  our  common  school  sfstem,  have  been  tbe  great  objecta  %m 
nhicb  his  attention  and  labon  ba?e,  for  many  years,  been  directed.  How  mucb 
more  is.  such  a  reputation  to  be  desired,  than  eTenthe  laurels  wbich  adorn  tbe 
brow  of  a  military  conqueror  t  There  is,  bow'^ver,  an  error  la  tba  teit  as  to  time. 
Tbe  Srtt  bUl  passed  April  U  IflU- 
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Vfam*\^^  Skventk  Pistrict,  John  Beardsley, 
.  ^^         ..  Eigbth      do.|      Cbauncey  J.  Fox. 

All  of  these  were  elected  on  the  regular  democratiG 
ticket^  except  Mr.  Fox  of  the  eighth  district,  who  was  a 
whig. 

In  the  latter  part  of  this  year,  Jacob  Sutherland  resigr 
ed  his  office  of  judge  of  the  supreme  court,  and  was  apr 
pointed  clerk  of  the  same  court,  to  occupy  the  office  local* 
cd  by  law  at  Gaieva.  That  office  had  been  made  vacant 
by  the  death  of  Judge  Williams.  The  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  resignation  of  Judge  Sutherland,  was  supplied  by 
the  appointment  of  Esek  Cowen,  judge  of  the  fourth  cir- 
cuit, and  John  Willard,  then  first  judge  of  the  county  of 
Washington,  was  made  circuit  judge  in  lieu  of  Judge 
Cowen.  t 

The  legislature  met  on  the  6th  January,  1836,  and 
Charles  Humphrey  was  again  elected  speaker.  He  is  a 
man  of  talents,  and  was  an  excellent  presiding  officer. 

I  have  already  stated,  in  anticipation,  a  material  part  of 
the  governor's  mess&ge* 

.  Mot  long  previous  to  this  time,  a  number  of  benevolent 
men  from  this  and  several  other  st^es  met  at  Philadelphia, 
and  formed  an  association,  the  avowed  object  of  which 
was  to  convince,  by  reason  .and  argument,  and  other 
peaceable  means,  the  people  of  tjie  slave-holding  states^ 
that  negro  slavery  was  a  political  and  moral  evil,  and  ought 
to  be  abolished.  They  also  agreed  to  use  their  influence  for 
effecting  the  immediate  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
Df  Columbia.  To  effect  their  object,,  they  recommended 
the  oi|pniaBation  of  auxiliary  societies  in  every  part  of  the 
United  States,  and  employed  and  paid  men  to  travel  from 
one  section  of  the  country  to  another,  to  deliver  lectureS| 
dad  to  endeavor  to  excite  public  attention  to  a  question, 
in  which  they  believed  personal  liberty  and  human  rights 
were  deeply  concerned.     Many  of  the  gentlemen  who 
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were  members  of  this  association,  were  men'of  grc«l  wealthy 
and  by  Tery  liberal  contribution,  they  raised  a  large  amoimt 
of  funds,  from  which  lecturers  were  paid,  printing  preaaef 
eatabfished,  and  periodical  papers  and  traeta  were  printed 
and  circulated  through  the  country,  some  of  which  were 
sent  into  the  slaveholding  states.  The  slave-holders  were 
alarmed*  and  through  their  influence  with  their  northern 
friends,  an  influence  created  and  sustained  by  political^ 
ecclesiastical  and  commercial  relations,  a  strong  excite- 
ment was  prodxiced  in  the  eastern,  middle  and  western 
states  against  the  abolitionists.  There  Was  another  cii^ 
cumstance  which  excited  and  increased  the  eombination 
agabst  the  abolitionists.  Mr.  Van  Buren,  a  citixen  of  a 
northern  free  state,  was  a  candidate  for  the  presidency. 
He  and  his  friends  were  well  aware  that  he  could  not  ba 
elected  without  the  support  of  the  slave-holding  states. 
Re,  therefore,  and  the  political  party  to  whidi  he  belong" 
ed,  in  the  state  of  New- York,  were  anxious  to  coDvitice 
their  southern  friends  that  they,  at  least,  did  not  aflbrd 
any  countenance  to  the  abolitionists.  The  northern  wbigS| 
too,  were  anxious  to  increase  their  strength  in  the  south, 
and  With  that  view,  were  desirous  of  Convincing  their 
friends  in  the  slave-holding  states,  that  they  were  as  zi^ 
dus  as  the  supporters  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  in  their  opposi- 
tion to  the  abolitionists.  O^ng  to  these  and  other  CMiaes, 
(he  people  became  much  excited,  and  what  happily  is  veif^ 
tousual  in  this  country,  riots  and  mobs  became  frequent* 
It  wo.uld  nevertheless  be  unjust  to  entertain  the  belief^ 
that  sober  and  reflecting  men  of  either  party  oounlenanced 
or  encouraged  these  outrages.  Gov.  Marcy,  in  bis  mes- 
sage, reviewed  the  course  pursued  by  the  abolitionistiB,  and 
animadverted  upon  their  conduct,  as  tending  to  product 
lectional  jealousies  and  to  disturb  the  harmony  of  the  unicai 
with  great  severity. 
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On  the  flubjeet  of  iDternal  improTementSy  tlie  governot 
tUled  that  the  general  Iftind  was  entirety  exhausted;  thai 
the  Chenango  canal  would  cost,  instead  of  one  mtllion,  as 
had  been  represented,  about  two  millions  of  dollars;  that 
the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal  would  coat  at  least 
twelve  millions  of  dollars,  and  that  he  protested  against 
pledging  the  state  for  any  further  works  of  internal  im- 
provement, unless  the  legislature  would  provide  some 
specific  means  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  the  money 
which  would  be  required  to  be  borrowed.  In  the  flice  of 
these  facts,  and  this  solemn  warning,  the  legislature  passed 
laws  during  this  session  for  loaning  to  the  New- York  and 
Eriemilroad  company  three  millions  of  dollars,  and  for 
constructing  the  Black  River  and  Oenesee  Valley  canals* 
To  th^te  measures  the  majority  in  the  legislature  v^ra 
goaded  on  by  the  whig  newspapers  and  politicians,  who 
eharged  them  with  being  governed  by  narrow  views  and  tt 
secret  hostility  to  all  internal  improvements.  Against  the 
assumption  of  these  treniendous  liabilities  Col.  Ypungi 
Mr.  D.  Spraker  and  a  few  other  senators  raised  their  voi- 
ces and  some  feeble  efforts  were  made  in  the  assembly  to 
arrest  the  progress  of  these  measures,  but  their  exertions 
were  wholly  'neffectual. 

It  is  due  to  CoK  Young  to  say,  that  from  the  time  be 
took  his  seat  in  the  senatie,  in  1835,  until  the  termination 
of  his  legislative  services,  he  pursued  one  steady  and 
uniform  course  in  respect  to  all  questions  in  relation  to 
expenditures  by  the  state  for  newly  projected  improve* 
ments.  He  uniformly  opposed  all  such  expenditures. 
Col.  Young,  m  his  whole  political  career,  das  never  tem- 
porized. He,  on  this  subject  as  well  as  on  all  others  apoa 
which  it  has  been  his  duty  to  act,  av«>wed  his  opinions 
openly,  and  supported  them  zealously  and  ably.  When 
he  was  elected  a  senator,  in  1834,  and  for  several  years 
subsequent  to  that  period,  the  public  mmd  had  ^om« 


i0S  POLITICAL    HISTO&r 

fiuciosled  wiihAb^  b^iMefiU  which  it  was  supposed  might 
be  derived  fram  canals  and  railroads,  the  most  extravagant 
notions  were  entertabed  of  the  means  of  the  state  to  dis- 
charge the  pecuniary  liahilities  it  might  assume,  and  the 
anticipations  of  the  amount  of  income  which  m^t  be  ra* 
alized  from  proposed  canals  and  railroads,  was  quite  unsafe 
if  not  visionary.  If  men  did  not  openly  contend  that  ^a 
public  debt  was  a  public  blessing,"  they  seemed  at  least  U^ 
believe  that  an  increase  of  expenditures  for  the  purposes  of 
internal  improvements^  would,  as  a  matter  of  course,  in- 
crease the  wealth  of  the  state.  The  same  views  prevaile4 
Among  a  large  majority  of 'the  members  of  the  legislature, 
Undismayed  by  this  formidable  array  against  him,  Mr. 
Young  took  bis  position  and  maintained  it  with  great  abili- 
ty and  indomitable  firmness. 

During  this  year  another  vacancy  occurred  on  the  bench 
of  the  supreme  court.  Chief  Justice  Savage  resigned  his 
office.  He  was  a  o^n  of  great  industry,  sound  mind  and 
ytem^  integrity.  Judge  Sutherland,  it  will  be  remem- 
bered, had  resigned  but  a  short  time  before,  and  had  been 
appointed  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  supreme  court.  The 
cause  of  his  resignation  was  that  he  had  a  large  family,  and 
the  salary  of  a  judge  was  inadequate  to  defray  his  expen 
ses.  Such  however  was  not  the  cause  of  the  resignation  of 
judge  Savage.  His  amiabje  and  excellent  wife  was  then 
lingering  with  a  fatal  disease,  and  he  could  not  refrain  from 
giving  up  his  urbole  time  and  attention  to  the  benevolent 
object  of  alleviating  her  sufferings  at  the  closing  period  of 
ber  life.  It  was  said  and  generally  believed  that  he  also 
resigned  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  appointment  of 
clerk,  but  I  have  been  furnished  with  evidence  the  most 
indubitable  that  no  such  arrangement  was  in  contempla* 
lion  at  the  time  of  his  resignation.    [SeeJVote  6.] 

The  vacancy  produced   by   the   resignation   of  Judgf 
Savi^e  was  supplied  by  the  appointment  of  Greene  C. 


BronsDD,  ami  Judge  Nelson  was  apfiobteci  chief  jn^ticci 
an  office  which  he  now  holds.  * 

A  law  was  passed  during  this  session^  authorizing  the 
appointment  of  ah  additional  canal  commissioner,  and 
William  Baker,  formerly  speaker  of  the  assembly^  was 
appointed  to  that  office. 

Hot  long,  before  the  adjournment  of  the  legislature^ 
Mr.  Kemble  from  the  third,  and  Mr.  Bishop  from  the 
fourth  district,  were  charged  before  the  senate  with  im- 
moral and  fraudulent  speculations  in  stocks,  and  with  be» 
ing  concerned  with  one  Bartow,  a  cashier  of  the  Commer* 
cial  Bank  at  Albany,  who  had  purloined  a  considerable 
amount  of  the  funds  of  that  institution  and  absconded.  It 
was  also  alleged  that  while  an  act  for  extending  the  time 
for  completing  the  New- York  and  Harten  railroad  was 
pending  before  the  senate,  Kemble  agreed  with  Bbhop  to 
delay  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  with  a  view  in  the  mean 
tkne  to  purchase  stock  in  the  concern  at  a  reduced  price ; 
that  Bishop  did  so;  that  Kemble  did  purchase  some  of  the 
stock,  and  that  then  he  and  Bishop  both  voted  for  the 
bill.  Kemble  was  also  charged  with  proposing  to  Mr. 
Benedict,  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Commercial  Bank, 
which  had  applied  to  the  legislature  for  the  privilege  of 
increasing  its  capital,  that  he  would  support  the  atpplica- 
tion,and  guarantee  its  success,  if  the  directors  of  the  bank 
would  contradict  the  report  that  he  was  conceined  with 
Bartow  in  abstracting  the  funds  of  that  institution.  It 
would  occupy  too  much  space  to  present  even  a  sketch  of 
the  testimony  given  in  support  of  these  charges.  It  must 
suffice  to  say,  that  the  accused  were  heard  by  their  counsel 
at  the  bar  of  the  senate,  one  of  whom  was  Henry  R» 
Storrs,  one  of  the  most,  if  not  the  most,  eloquent  advo- 
cates in  the  state  ;  that  one  ground  taken  by  the  counael 
was  that  the  senate,  as  a  smaU^  could  not  sit  in  judgment 
upon  the  moral  or  official  conduct  of  a  member,  and  that 
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it  eottld  only  try  the  acensed  on  articles  of  impeachmeiir 
found  and  prosecuted  by  the  assembly,  io  which  case  ^ 
court  for  the  trial  of  iapeachment  would  be  formed,  cou- 
sisling  of  the  chancellor  and  judges  of  the  supreme  court* 
Qen.  Maison,  an  excellent  lawyer  of  Dutdiess  county,  and 
eight  others  were  of  this  opinion,  but  eightenn  senators 
were  opposed  to  th^m.  Mr.  Eemble  finally  resigned  his 
seat  in  the  senate  before  any  question  was  taken. 

A  resolution  was  moved  that  Isaac  W.  Bishop  had  beea 
guilty  of  moral  and  official  misconduct,  and  carried  by  a 
vote  of  twenty-one  to  seven  ;  but  several  of  the  senators 
who  voted  for  this  resolution  believed  that  there  were  dif- 
ferent grades  of  offences,  of  which  the  senate  might  take 
cognizance,  if  committed  by  their  fellow  members,  some 
of  which  offences  ought  to  be  punished  by  a  reprimand, 
and  others  by  expulsion  ;  and  they  did  not  consider  the 
malcondttct  proved  against  Bishop  of  so  flagrant  a  char 
acter  as  to  merit  expulsion  ;  and  these,  together  with 
those  who  believed,  with  Oen.  Maison,  that  the  senate 
could  not  sit  in  judgment  on  a  fellow  member,  except  as  a 
component  part  of  a  court  for  the  trial  of  impeachments, 
constituted  a  majority  of  the  senate,  so  tbat  when  the< 
question  was  taken  to  expel  Mr.  Bishop,  there  were  six* 
teen  against,  and  but  twelve  in  f^vor  of  the  motion. 
Mr.  Bishop  shortly  after  resigned  his  seat,  and  the  n^ct 
morning  Col.  Young  and  Mr.  Van  Schaick  also  resigned, 
alleging  that  they  could  not  consent  to  remain  members 
of  a  body,  a  majority  of  whom  bad  determined  tliat  they 
would  recognise  as  fellow  members  men  whom,  by  their 
votes,  they  had  declared  to  be  guilty  of  moral  and  official 
misconduct. 

James  Madison,  the  able  constitutional  lawyer,  and  pro* 
found  and  patriotic  American  statesman,  died  on  the  30tb 
of  June  on  his  patrimonial  estate  in  Yireinia* 
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The  whigs  da  not  seem  to  have  entertaineil  much  hope 
of  success  at  the  approaching  election,  for  instead  of  se- 
lecting one  of  their  strong  men  from  the  west  as  their 
candidate  for  governor,  they  nominated  Jesse  Buei  of  Al- 
bany, tht  former  editor  of  the  Albany  Argus,  for  gov- 
ernor ;  tod  Gamaliel  H.  Barstow  of  Tioga,  to  whom  the 
attention  of  the  reader  has  been  frequently  called  as  an 
active  member  of  the  legislature,  and  in  1825  as  state 
treasurer,  for  lieutenant  governor.  Neither  of  these  gen- 
tlemen were  anti-masons*  This  measure  was  probably  the 
more  readily  concurred  in  by  the  leading  anti-masons,  as 
they  had  little  hope  of  success,  and  as  it  would  accustom 
their  rank  and  file  men  to  vote  purely  on  political  grounds 
for  candidates  for  office.* 

Mr.  Buel  was  a  very  worthy  citizen,  and  for  several 
years  had  conducted  with  great  ability  and  success  an 
ttgricultural  periodical  paper  which  was  published  in  Al- 
bany. He  had,  by  his  industry  and  economy,  accumulat- 
ed a  handsome  property,  and  lived  much  at  his  ease,  but 
for  several  years  after  he  gave  up  the  state  printing,  he 
manifested  a  desire  for  political  employment,  and  was 
spoken  of  by  his  friends,  on  several  occasions,  as  a  isandi- 
date  for  some  of  the  state  offices.  His  claims,  however, 
were  from  time  to  time  postponed,  and  either  from  disgust 
at  repeated  disappointments,  or  from  dissatisfaction  with 
the  measures  of  the  democratic  party,  or  more  probably 
from  both  causes, he  connected  himself  with  the  whig  party. 

The  democratic  state«  convention  met  at  Herkimer  on 
the  14th  of  September,  and  with  great  unanimity  nominat- 
ed, for  re-election,  Marcy  and  Tracy.  They  also  nomi- 
nated a  Van  Buren  electoral  ticket.     The  two  electors, 

*  There  were  two  whig  candidates  for  tlic  pretidencyi  Oen.  Harrison  of  OUo 
and  Judse  White  of  Tennessee.  Judfe  White  was  the  favorite  tandidate  of  the 
iootbem  whlge,  bat  Oen.  Harrison  wms  prkAmd  bf  th»  whigs  of  the  e«sterai 
■nddle  and  non-slareholding  western  states*  The  whig  eonveotlon  in  Nsw<Toik 
lOnUnated  a  Harrison  electoral  tieliet. 
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denominated  state  electors,  were  Mr.  Lawrence  of  New* 
York,  and  Mr.  McCall  of  Allegany  county. 

The  election  resulted  in  the  entire  success  of  the  demo- 
cratic party.  The  Van  Buren  electoral  ticket  obtained  a 
majority  over  that  for  Gen.  Harrison  of  about  twenty- 
nine  thousand.  Governor  Marcy^s  majority  over  Mr. 
Buel  was  twenty-nine  thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy* 
four. 

There  were  elected  to  the  assembly  ninety-four  demo- 
crats and  thirty-four  whigs.     In  the  senate: 

From  the  First  District,  Frederick  A.  Tallmadge| 


u 


II 


Second 

do., 

Henry  H.  Van  Dyck, 

Third 

do., 

Noadiah  Johnson, 

Fourth 

do.. 

Samuel  Young, 

Fifth 

do.. 

David  Wager, 

Sixth 

do.. 

Daniel  S.  Dickinson, 

Seventh  do., 

Samuel  L,  Edwards, 

Eighth 

do., 

Samuel  Works. 

Some  symptoms  of  a  division  in  the  democratic  party, 
in  rehtion  to  banks  and  banking,  was  exhibited  in  several 
parts  of  the  state.  At  Utlca,  a  paper  called  the  Utica 
Democrat  had  been  established,  which  took  strong  ground 
against  the  monopoly  of  banking,  and  indeed  seemed  ra- 
ther to  denounce  the  whole  paper  currency  system.  It 
denounced  the  "  Oneida  Observer,''  an  old  and  leading 
democratic  paper  in  the  city  of  Utica,  then  conducted  by 
Jaa.  Watson  Williams,  Esq.,  a  young  pnan  of  fine  talents 
and  son  of  the  late  Judge  Williams,  and  with  it  Mr. 
Wager,  who  was  the  regular  democratic  candidate  for  the 
senate  from  the  fifth  district.  'The  Utica  Democrat  was 
said  to  be  under  the  control  and  management  of  Mr. 
Fitly <l,  the  present  member  of  congress  from  the  county 
of  Oneida. 

Mr.  Wager,  it  was  said,  was  largely  interested  in  banksj 
and  in  principle  and  feeling  devoted  to  their  interest.     Ip 
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fsonsequence  of  these  allegations,  although  the  legitimate 
democratic  majority  was  large  in  the  district,  he  came  very 
near  losing  his  election.  In  some  places  he  received 
very  few  votes,  and  in  one  of  the  largest  and  most  demo- 
cratic  towns  in  the  county  of  Otsego,  only  three  votes 
were  cast  for  him.  But  the  most  unexpected  result  hap* 
pened  in  the  city  of  New-York.  In  that  city  the  loco- 
focos  and  whigs,  in  relation  to  most  of  the  city  candi 
dates,  voted  the  same  ticket,  and  such  candidates  were 
elected.  A  more  particular  account  of  the  proceedings  ia 
New- York  will  be  found  in  the  next  chapter. 

The  state  of  Sputh  Carolina,  still  wandering  in  the 
mazes  of  nullification,  declined  voting  for  president,  as 
neither  of  the  three  presidential  candidates  would  acknow- 
ledge themselves  believers  in  the  peculiar  doctrines  put 
forth  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  organ,  if  not  the  leader,  of  that 
state.  There  were,  therefore,  but  two  hundred  and  eighty 
votes  given  for  president,  and  of  these  Mr.  Van  Buren 
received  more  than  forty  majority  over  the  whole  number 
of  voles  given  for  Gen.  Harrison  and  Judge  White. 

Towards  the  close  of  this  year,  Mr.  Hubbell  resigned 
the  office  of  adjutant  general,  and  retired  to  the  village  of 
Ithaca,  in  the  county  of  Tompkins,  where  he  resumed  the 
practice  of  law.  He  afterwards  joined  the  whigs,  and  be- 
came an  active  and  influential  member  of  that  party. 
Whether  he  had  changed  his  political  sentiments  before 
he  resigned,  I  am  not  advised.  The  governor  appointed 
.  Allen  McDonald,  a  senator  from  Westchester  county,  his 
successor* 

The  appointment  of  Greene  C.  Bronson  to  the  office  of 
justice  of  the  supreme  court,  left  vacant  the  office  of  attor- 
ney general,  and  Samuel  Beerdslev,  then  a  distinguished 
member  of  congress,  was  appointed  to  supply  the  lacancy. 

The  legislature  convened  at  the  usual  time  in  January, 
l837,  and  the  county  of  Tompkins  not  having  returned 
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Mr.  Homphrey  as  one  of  their  membert,  Edward  Living- 
ston of  Albany y  was  chosen  speaker.  Eighty  votes  were 
given  for  him^twenly^seven  for  Luther  Bradish,  and  thers 
were  five  scattering  votes. 

The  governor's  message  waS|  as  usual)  able  and  well 
written.  The  only  material  and  novel  suggestion  con- 
tained in  it)  was  a  recommendation  so  to  modify  the  re- 
straining law,  as  to  authorize  individuals  to  receive  depo- 
sits and  make  discounts. 

In  pursuance  of  this  recommendation ,  a  bill  was  intro 
duced  into  the  senate,  providing  for  that  modificatioB| 
which  passed  both  houses  and  became  a  law.  When  th^ 
bill  was  before  the  senate,  Mr.  Tracy  offered  as  an  amend- 
ment, a  clause,  which,  if  adopted,  would  have  authorized 
.  individuals  or  unchartered  companies  to  issue  and  circu- 
late as  bank  notes,  bills  of  any  denomination  not  less  than 
fifty  dollars;  but  only  three  votes,  those  of  Col.  Young, 
Mr.  Lacy  an4  the  mover^  were  given  in  support  of  the 
amendment. 

Scarce  had  the  assembly  organized,  when  a  furious  onset 
was  made  oa  the  banks  and  their  management  by  Mr.  Ro- 
bertson of  Oswego  county,  and  Mr.  Cutting*  ofNew-York. 
A  resolution  was  moved  to  instruct  the  bank  committee  to 
report  against  all  applications  for  new  bank  charters,  or 
increasing  the  capital  of  banks;  and  although  the  resolu- 
tion was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  seventy  against  fifty,  yet, 
inasmuch  as  there  were  fifty  members  who  declared,  by 
this  vote,  their  opposition  to  Increasing  the  number  of 
banks,  it  was  evident  no  bank  charters  could  be  obtained 
from  that  legislature.  The  debate  which  followed  this 
resolution,  as  well  as  that  which  took  place  in  the  senate 
on  the  proposition  to  repeal  the  restraining  law,  afforded 
strong  evidence  that  the  existing  blinking  monopoly  would 
not  continue  long  undisturbed. 

•  To  Ui9  MmM  ortbMe  ctntlanm  ooglM  f  te  sMed  ikmx  nf  P.  KincorSl.  taw 
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Accordingly  a  biU  was  soon  after  broii^bt  into  the  i 
Ate  for  '^attthoriaing  associations  for  the  purpose  of  bank* 
log/'  but  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  sixteen  to  mnO)  Messrs. 
Talbnadge,  Tracy,  Sterling*  Livingston,  Young  and  others 
voting  for  it.  A  bill  somewhat  similar  was  before  the 
assembly,  and  was  apparently  suqpported  to  a  third  reading 
ID  that  house  by  a  large  majority,  when  it  was  referred  to 
the  attorney  general,  who  in  efiect  vetoed  it  by  dedarii^ 
it  unconsiitutianaL 

Mr.  Wright  was  re-elected  a  senator  of  the  Unite4 
States  by  the  general  consent  of  his  political  friends,  al- 
though that  consent  was  yielded  reluctantly  by  some  of 
them.  Various  causes,  not  necessary  to  be  mentioned 
here,  produced  that  reluctance*.  In  the  senate  he  received 
Iwenty-six  votes,  and  in  the  assembly  eighty*six.  Mr. 
Keyser  was  again  elected  treasurer  by  about  the  same  vote. 

On  the  dth  January,  died,  by  a  paralytic  or  apoplectic  at- 
tack, Abraham  Van  Yechtcn,  in  the  seventy-fifth  year  of 
his  age,  long  the  leader  of  the  federal  party  in  Albany, 
and  perhaps  I  may  say  in  the  state.  Of  his  excellent 
character  as  a  citizen  and  distinguished  talents  as  a  lawyer 
I  have  spoken  heretofone. 

Not  long  afterwards,  (in  March)  Gov.  Yates,  of  whom 
I  have  before  spoken  freely  and  fully,  also  died  at  Sche- 
nectady. 

In  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  constitution,  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  on  the  4th  of  March,  assumed  the  executive 
government  of  the  United  States.  His  inaugural  address 
was  weU  written  and  well  received.  It  was  modest  with- 
out any  appearance  of  an  affection  of  modestya  It  wai 
respectful  and  conciliatory  to  his  political  opponents ;  and 
although  he  did  not  specifically  indicate  the  measures  he 
intended  to  pursue,  he  referred  to  responses  he  had  made 
while  a  candidate,  wherein  he  had  given  his  opinion  on 
the  leading  topics  of  political  discussion,  and  the  promi- 

Dd 
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flieBt  mealare*  on  vrhicb  it  was  belv^'i^  thd  action  of  the 
general  government  was  reqaired.  No  class  of  poKtidana 
could  reasonably  complain  of  this  address,  except  the  re- 
marks coDtained  in  it  in  relation  to  the  abolitionists  and  tbe 
project  of  emancipating  the  slaves  in  the  District  of  Columi- 
bia.  He  speaks  of  the  reckless  disregard  of  the  abolitioa- 
ists  to  the  consequences  o(  their  conduct,  as  having  ex- 
posed them  ^^  to  popular  indignation,"  without  uttering  a 
single  word  in  favor  of  the  majesty  of  the  laws  which 
had  been  violated  by  the  demonstrations  which  had  been 
ttiade  of  the  ^<  imlignation  "  of  the  populace.  And  after 
referring  to  former  assurances  he  had  given,  that  he  ^'muBt 
go  into  the  presidential  chair  as  the  uncompromising  op 
ponent  of  every  attempt  on  the  part  of  congress  to  aboiish 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  against  the  wishes  of 
the  slave-hoMing  states,^'  he  adds,  ^No  bill  conflicting 
with  these  views  can  ever  receive  my  constitutional  sanc- 
tion/' Besides  the  objection  which  the  abolitionists  eiff- 
tertained  in  principle  against  this  declaration,  they  urged 
that  the  declaration,  even  if  his  position  was  founded  oil 
solid  and  substantial  grounds,  was  impolitic. 

1.  Because  it  was  wholly  uncalled  for,  there  not  being 
the  most  distant  probability  that  any  bill  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  district  could  pass  either  house  of  coo- 
gtess  during  his  presidency.  Hence  they  inferred  that 
the  president,  for  the  sake  of  conciliating  the  friendship 
and  soothing  the  prejudices  of  the  south,  had  causelessly 
wounded  the  f<^elings  of  many  of  his  northern  friends. 

2.  They  held,  that,  for  the  president  to  give  notice  to 
oongress  before  they  should  deliberate  on  any  proposed 
law,  he  would  veto  it  should  they  undertake  to  pass  such 
law,  might  improperly  influence  Ifie  proceedinga  of  the 
legisiatune,  and  that  in  this  view  of  the  question,  the  pr&- 
•oedent  was  a  dangerous  one. 
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,  8*  Tbey  heU  it  ijoproper  foi  the  prcsMbnt^by  tuoh  n 
a^lenin  publie^iBBii-aflicial  disdaratioA^  lo  «omnit  hintieli 
igainst  all  eoo'v&ciioiiB  ol  bis  mimi  and  sonsoieiice  on;  a 
gnat  mocal  and  piditioal  qnestidn^in  vhiok  Uie  rigbta  of 
kaii'mity  were  wb  deeply  coaeemed. 

Kaver  did  a  poUtioai  party,  whMe  aectsdtoey  depemle4 
an  the  yoice  ofi  a  f«ee  aod  i»Ur]lige&(  people^  eeei»  mono 
firmly  and  permanantly  eslaUiabed,,  than  tjie  dcmooratio 
party  in  the  sfhUb  el  NefT-Yock^  in  the  wtnten  ol!  1837; 

In  the  executive  d^if  o£  the  nattoa  theix  farmer  lea4ei 
and  fii vorite  soft  was  fiaed,  al  least  for  fiwr  y ea»i  ta  ceme^ 
their  gavemor,  a>  sftsn  cwnfeised  by  his  opponeals  tovpoat 
sees  talents  wbieh  eoiMietttly  qnaliied  htoBtf  far  kta  staiioni 
and  a  most  spotlesa  privata  diaraoteri  had  been  ne^^eleetatf 
by  the  utipreceilaated'  majottty  of  tweoty*niiie  thaasaail) 
in  the  popular  braaeb  of  the  state  govemmeiity  nearly;  two 
to  one  of  the  members  wese  deaK>eiat89  and  in  the  i 
the  more  permaoeat  body,  they  held  a  majority  of 
than  five  to  one.  In  erery  town  and  county  ia^  the  sMa^ 
the  democraiic  party  was  perfect  in  its  organiaataon  and 
discipline)  and  at  thai  time  the  moneyed  interest  ift  the 
ftafee  was  tnost  deciitedly  in  lavor  of  sustaining  both,  the 
state  and  national  administration.  Who  woald  have  aAi> 
ticipated  its  overthrow  in  less  than  nine  short  moothsyanid 
ila  utter  prostration  (politically)  in  less  thaa  two  yearat 

£arly  in  the  spring,  indications  were  perceived  of  a 
money  pressure  of  unexampled  severity ).  not  prodaoad 
as  that  of  1834  had  been,  by  the  bank  of  theUnited  ScateS| 
(for  that  institution  was  now  so  embarrassed  aa  tO'  be 
powerless,)  but  other  and  more  formidable  causes.  The 
great  majority  of  the  people,  especially  thai  portion t  of 
them  called  country  people,  bad  so  recently  been  coflh- 
vinced  that  the  failures  which  occurred  in  1834)  and  the 
panic  which  succeeded  them,  had  been  designedly  pro- 
daowi  by  the  United  Suites  Bank,  by  the  sodden  cuataif^ 
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Bent  of  its  issues  and  the  hurried  and  rigid  measures  it 
adopted  for  the  collection  of  its  debts,  that  it  was  some 
time  before  those  not  initiated  into  the  mysteries  of  bank- 
ing, could  be  induced  to  believe  the  present  alarm  of  the 
kinkers  in  New-York  to  be  so  well  founded,  as  experieneo 
soon  proved  it  really  was.  It  was  not  until  the  failure  <^ 
the  Josephs,  and  other  great  houses  in  the  commercial 
fltietropolis,  that  the  panic  became  general  in  the  country. 

In  the  summer  of  1836,  Gen*  Jackson  had,  as  he  and  his 
friends  alleged,  for  the  purpose  of  checking  the  immense 
speculations  in  the  public  lands,  purchased  and  paid  fbr 
in  bank  notes,  and  at  the  same  time  checking  the  extravar 
gant  issues  of  th^  .banks,  made  an  order,  that  the  land  of- 
fices should  receive  nothing  but  gold  and  silver,  or  certi* 
fieatea  of  a  deposit  in  specie  in  the  United  States  treasury, 
in  payment  of  land.  The  rage  for  land  speculation  was 
then  as  great  as  it  had  been  at  any  previous  period,  and 
therefore,  this  order  produced  frequent,  and  sometimes 
large,  drafts  for  specie  on  the  banks.  This  course  not 
•aly  prevented  the  banks  from  extending  their  line  of  dis- 
count, but  compelled  them  to  commence  calling  in  thdr 
notes.  I  need  not  add,  that  the  banks  viewed  this  act  of 
General  Jackson  with  disfavor;  and  that  when  a  customer 
called  on  them  for  a  loan,  or  requested  a  renewal  of  bis 
note,  bis  claim  was  postponed,  and  he  was  sometimes  told 
that  the  specie  circular  had  rendered  it  impossible  that  he 
shoul^l  be  aceommoilated. 

There  was  another  act  of  the  government  which,  in  its 
consequences,  still  more  seriously  embarrassed  the  opera- 
tions of  the  banks. 

In  the  year  1836,  from  the  great  amoimt  of  salesof  land 
and  of  duties  collected  from  large  and  heavy  importations 
of  forei8:n  goods, after  paying  off  the  whole  of  the  national 
debt,  including,  perhaps  unwisely,  the  three  per  cent 
4tock,  a  surplus  had  accamulated  in  the  treasury  of  more 


tban  forty  milUcms  of  dotlan.  This  sorplns,  congresv,  b/ 
law,  against  the  wishes  of  Mr,  Yan^Buren  and. his  confi- 
dential friends,  (foreseeing,  as  they  probably  did,  the  em- 
barrassments which  would  result  from  the  proposed  mea- 
sure,) ordered  to  be  distributed  among  the  several  states| 
in  a  ratio  proportioned  to  the  number  of  presidential  eleo- . 
tors  to  which  each  state  was  entitled.  The  banks  had 
supposed,  that  inasmuch  as  no  national  debt  then  existed]^ 
the  surplus  money  would  remain  in  deposit  with  them 
until  the  exigencies  of  the  government  should  require  it^ 
expenditure;  and  had,  therefore,  treated  this  immense 
amount  of  money  as  so  much  capital  on  which  they  could 
^ake  loans  to  their  customers,  and  had,  undoubtedly, 
made  large  loans,  relying  upon  these  funds  of  the  govern- 
ment as  means  of  redeeming  their  own  notes. 

The  order  issued  from  the  treasury  department  in  pur- 
suance of  this  law,  for.  the  distribution  of  these  funds 
among  the  several  states,  was  to  the  banks  extremely  e^- 
barrassing,  and  they  complained  that  the  mode  of  distribu- 
tion adopted  by  the  secretary,  Mr.  Woodbury,  was  unwise 
and  unnecessarily  oppressive.  These  were  the  principal 
alleged  causes  of  the  pressure.  But  I  apprehend  a  still 
more  cflScient  cause  was  this : 

Immense  importations  of  goods  bad  been  made  from 
Europe;  and  to  pay  for  these  goods,  draAs  had  been  made 
on  several  large  American  houses  in  England  by  the  Amer- 
ican merchants.  The  Bank  of  England  became  alarmed, 
curtailed  generally  its  discounts,  and  threatened,  and  I  be- 
lieve for  a  time  wholly  refused,  to  discount  lor  the  Ameri- 
can houses.  Hence  bills  drawn  by  American  merchants 
on  those  houses  were  protested  for  non-payment  or  non- 
acoeptance  ;  and  the  return  of  those  bills  to  this  country 
produced  a  demand  oa  the  banks  for  specie  to  be  «hipped 
to  Europe.  Probably  this  cause., more  than  any  other, 
produced,  the  embarrabsment  and  ultimate  suspension  oi 
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payment  by  the  banks  off  !If  ew^Ydtl;.  ft  %  honvtcr,  %vMi 
diffidence  I  make  this  statemeirt ;  forlieiiig  neitber  a  tueir* 
chant  nor  a  banker,  nbr  ^ven  a  tYtisem  laf  «  ^omaMrreiai 
city|t  may  well  doubt  the  cbrrectneaa  <rf  my  own  j«(f^ 
ttent|  and  even  the  accuracy  4f  the  Ihcls  ttpon  which  it  ia 
founded. 

This  accumulation  cff  dfficnities  couMnotlewithiftooil 
by  the  hanks.  A  day  or  two  before  ^fae  period  ^xed  "h/t 
the  adjournment  of  the  legialatufrei  the  news  reached  Al- 
bany that  the  New- York  banks  had  suspended  specie  pay- 
ment|  and  it  was  soon  ascertained  that  almost  simuitane- 
ously  every  bank  in  the  United  States  had  also  suspended. 

One  exceTlent  provision  contained  in  the  safety  ftmd 
law,  is  that  in  case  any  bank  diall  refuse  to  pay  its  notes 
on  demand,  in  current  coin,  the  dhancellor  shall  order  its 
effects  to  be  delivered  over  to  a  receiver,  aftd  shaM  issue 
his  injunction,  forbidding  it  to  issue  ti^tes,  dec.,  and  eventf- 
oally  such  a  refusal  Works  a  forfeilttre^crr  iti^ahttrtcr.  Uft^ 
less,  therefore,  the  operation  of  this  IsrW  should  be  sus- 
pended by  the  fiat  of  the  legislatare,  every  bank  to  the 
state  must  have  ceased  discounting,  and  eventvaily  have 
been  annihilated.  The  legislature,  tbenefqre,  without  a 
moment's  delay,  passed  a  law  suspending  any  action  un- 
der this  part  of  the  safety  Tund  ^dt  for  one  yiear 

This  bill  passed  the  senate  with  only  two  disicjtioi; 
voices.  Col.  Youtig  and  Mt.  Wiltes;  in  the  assembly  bjr 
the  strong  vote  of  nincty*five  to  nineteen. 

Immediately  after  the  passage  of  this  law,  Mr.  Trwy 
brought  in  a  bl..,  enacting  that  the  "sot  to  prohibit  the 
circulation  of  smalt  bills,  passed  March  31,  1886,''  «f 
which  I  have  tieretofore  spoken,  be  suspended  for  one 
year.  Action  upon  this  bill  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Loonis 
and  Col.  Young,  who,  by  that  means,  defeated  its  passagt 
by  a  vole  of  fifteen  to  thirteen.  I  observe  that  Mr. 
Iteardsley,  Gen.  Maison,  Mr.  SterKng  and  Mr.  Livingstavi* 


M^fiq^telBirMr  Mr.Tney's  bill,  and  it  is  r«mifaibY»  tb«c 
4  IftaJQtttor  agaiMi  it  ^ouifd  Ittve  been  obtained.  It  waa 
4ff9M^y  tba  refusal  to  pasa  tbis  bill,  more  tban  any  other 
OMiaey  vbieb  carried  the  OHiltitude  against  the  democratie 
^1^  at  the  then  enmng  election.  We  shall  see  the  in* 
AonTenienoas  and  sacrifices  which  tbis  imprudent  act  of 
tbe  majority  produced.  Some  apology,  however,  is  to  be 
lound  (m  tbem  in  the  cironmstance,  that  the  news  of  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments  came  upon  them  suddenly^ 
;aid  took  them  by  surprise,  at  the  Tery  moment  wben  they 
were  about  to  adjourn  without  day;  and  ¥ery  little  time 
.was  allowed  them  for  consideration  and  reflection. 

The  corporation  election  in  New- York,  which  todi 
place  during  the  last  days  of  the  session,  exhibited  a  state 
of  feelini^  ui  that  city,  which  must  have  been  alarmittg  to 
tbe  representatives  of  the  democratic  party. 

Aaron  Clark,  who,  it  will  be  recollected,  was  for  seve- 
ral years  clerk  of  the  assembly,  was  the  whig  caadidate 
ftft.  mayor,  and  was  elected  over  Mr.  Morgan,  a  man  mi 
0reat  respectability,by  a  minority  of  three  tboasami  votesf 
and  the  whig  majority  in  both  branches  of  the  commoa 
eooninl  was  very  large.  Mr.  Jaqaes,  the  loco«^ooo  candi 
date  for  mayor,  received  about  four  thousand  votes.  The 
wh^s  also  succeeded  in  the  election  of  the  oity  offiocn  for 
Albany. 

Before,  and  especially  after  the  suspension  of  specie 
payment  by  the  banks,  the  Washington  Globe,  a  newspa- 
]^r  which  was  considered  as  the  organ  of  the  national  ad* 
Bunistration,  and  the  Evening  Post,  a  leading  diBmocratio 
paper  in  the  city  of  New-York,  animadverted  with  great 
severity  on  the  conduct  of  the  banks;  and  some  of  the 
articles  in  the  Globe  were  calculated  to  produce  saspicieii 
in  the  public  mind  of  the  soundness  and  solvency  of  the 
banks  in  general.  This  induced  sosse  of  the  friends  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren  to  suipeiot  lihat  k»  bad  in  view,  aofar  aa* 
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the  actioil  of  tbe  national  government  codd  effect  sacli  an 
object,  tbe  destruction  of  tbe  wbole  paper  system.  The 
Albany  Regency,  or  state  cabinet,  was  divided,  both  as  to 
tbe  correctness  and  policy  of  tbe  coarse  pursued  by  this  class 
of  democratic  editors.  A  part  of  them  tbongbt  favorably, 
others  unfavorably  of  it.  At  tbe  bead  of  those  %rho  sup- 
ported the  course  taken  by  the  Globe  and  Post  stood  Mr 
Flagg;  and  at  tbe  bead  of  the  other  party  was  the  attor- 
ney general,  Mr.  Beardsiey. 

The  democratic  members  of  the  legislature,  however, 
did  not  separate  without  first  holding  a  caucus,  adopting 
resolutions  to  support  the  national  and  state  administrationi 
and  issuing  an  address. 

In  this  feverish  state  of  the  public  mind,  the  president, 
on  the  15th  day  of  May,  issued  a  prochmation  for  an  ex* 
tXBk  session  of  congress,  to  be  held  on  the  1st  Monday  of 
September. 

In  the  mean  time  orders  were  issued  from  the  general 
post-office  and  the  executive  departments  at  Washington 
to  tbe  coliecting  and  disbursing  officers  of  the  government, 
neither  to  receive  or  pay  any  other  kind  of  money  than 
cunent  coin,  or  bank  paper  convertible  into  coin  on  de- 
Bsand  at  the  place  where  it  was  received. 

I  cannot  omit  mentioning  in  this  place  that,  on  the29tb 
day  of  July,  Henry  R.  Storrs,  one  of  the  brightest  orna- 
ments of  the  New- York  bar,  and  I  hazard  little  in  saying, 
tbe  most  eloquent  man  ever  sent  from  this  state  to  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States,  being  on  a 
visit  at  New-Haven,  apparently  in  perfect  health,  fefl 
down  dead  while  walking  with  some  of  his  Aimily.  He 
bad  for  a  considerable  time  retired  from  politics,  and  at 
the  period  of  bis  death,  was  in  full  and  successful  prac- 
tice in  the  city  of  New- York. 

Congress  convened  on  the  4th  day  of  September,  in 
pursuance  of  tbe  proclamation  of  the  president.    Before 
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cdnsideiiDg  the  metsage,  it  may  be  proper  to  gtance  at  tin 
tegal  Qcmdition  in  which  the  suspenaion  of  specie  pay 
nents  by  the  banks  had  placed  the  executive  goTemmeal 
of  the  United  States. 

By  the  law  passed  by  congress,  I  beliere  in  1836,  re 
gulatbg  deposits  by  the  treasury  and  the  receiving  officers 
of  the  goTernment,  among  other  restrictions  they  were  re- 
quired not  to  deposit  the  national  funds  in  any  bank  which 
did  not,  on  demand,  redeem  its  notes  in  specie,  and  by  an- 
other law  or  resolution  of  congress,  passed  in  1816,  the 
United  States'  officers  were  prohibited  from  receiving  or 
paying  out  any  bank  notes  not  convertible,  at  the  place 
where  they  were  received,  on  demand,  at  the  will  of  the 
holder,  into  current  coin.  In  the  month  of  May,  when 
the  president  issued  his  proclamation,  every  dollar  of  the 
funds  of  the  government  was  in  the  possession  of  the 
banks,  and  all  the  banks  refused  to  pay  out  any  speciei 
even  to  those  (including  the  govemmetit)  for  whom  they 
held  deposits.  In  this  condition  of  affiiirs,  it  was  impossi- 
ble for  the  government  to  move  an  inch  without  a  palpar 
Ue  violation  of  law.  Hence  the  necessity  of  the  tmme 
diate  action  of  congpress,  and  hence  the  absolute  necessity 
of  the  call  of  an  extra  session. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,.from  his  first  entrance  upon  public  life, 
ttntii  the  period  about  which  I  am  now  writing,  when  he 
bad  reached  the  pinnacle  of  power,  had  been  cohstantly 
<tharged  with  the  disposition  to  avoid  responsibility,  with 
timidity  and  irresolution,  with  respect  to  means,  and  with 
being  governed  by  a  trimming  and  electioneering  policy. 
Even  his  best  friends  were  apprehensive  that  he  was  over 
cautious  and  lacked  that  moral  or  political  courage  necea-* 
wiry  fpr  the  executive  bead  of  a  great  nation,  in  order  to 
meet  those  exigences  which  might  require  bold  and  de- 
<^ive  action.  I  think  I  shall  not  be  charged  with  undue 
oartiality  if  I  assert  that,  from  the  moment  he  became  a 
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iSodidMe  ior  the  prefidency^.do^n  to  tlie  oiese  of  Vm  tA* 
cittl  duties  in  (htt  i^fiee^  every  word  he  wrote  or  nttcmd, 
Mid  every  aot  wbi^  he  fKxfonned^  whaleTer  bik 
errors  may  have  been,  proved  that  those  rehargea  we 
unlrue  ^knd  fnose  '^ppr^heMiona  were  ill  feimdtfi.    , 

b  Us  messnge^  iMB'SMed  wiih  great  clemi^s  and 
fitsioay  the  actimsl  coadiHon  -ot  tht  fovemweat  m  telatidn 
to  ats  fiaaocial  iconeema}  and  tlie  reasons  whksh  venderai 
the  call  of  the  extiPa  session  aJbootately  neeessarf..  Hb 
stated)  that  pioaioiis  to  kis«kction  he  bad  been  re^estai^ 
1^  those  who  bsidarigfal  to  iaterregnle  iika^ta  answnt 
^pecificaUy  wh^flher  he  was  «r  was  aotnnder  aay  Gisoqs»» 
stftfioes  in  favor  of  the  creation  of  a  ^national  bank  as'tte 
fisoal  agent  of  the  goversinent.  That  he  had  rtpliad,  tbsl 
in  fpiinciple  and  from  policy  he  was  uqeomptomisiagijF 
bof  tile  to  such  an  institution)  and  that  to  its  establislnnst 
bepould  never  yield  his  assent;  that  imder  thia^^okoHi 
pledge  ^e  had  bten  ejected  president;  and^tbathe  thcia*' 
fJHm  considered  tbat<he  was  aot  «only  in  konor  and  in  eon^ 
science  committed  on  that  question)  but  that  a  lange  naja^ 
rii;y  of  the  people  had,  by  elding  him)  prononBBed  Ihda 
fiat  against  the  chartering  of  a  national  bank. 

He  then  alleged  that  the  government  had  now,  far  tba 
third  time,  made  trial  of  the  capacity  and  diapositkxt  of  4ha 
banks  chartered  by  the  sUitf  s  to  tcansaot  its  fisBaeial  con^ 
cernS)  and  at  efiob  ti^ne  they  bad  sSgnsily  failed.  Theaa 
demonstrations  at  different  timeS)  and  under  diffn'eat  and 
almost  adverse  cireumstaneeS)  wept  in  his  jad^raeni)  anf^ 
ficient  to  convJAce  the  most  sceptical  that  there  was  fiooia** 
thing  Inbermit  im  tbe  nature  and  eonalttution  of  tbe  state 
ba^ks  whidi  rendered  them  unsuitable  akid  unsafe  lio  ba 
valied  upon  as  the  keepers  and  dispensers  of  the  pubUe 
treasure.  As  a  national  beak  ooatd  not  be  eharteredy-and 
as  the  state  banks  were  proved  to  be  unsafe  and  unfit  *a 
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iu  olmKeDee  to  the  behest  of  (he  eoostltutioD,  he  reoCAn^ 
imrided  that  the  treasury  of  the  people  should  he  keep  bj 
Itia  officevs  of  the  people,  and  that  there  sbeald  be  as  ei»» 
tiiEf  aad  {total  separation  of  the  basiness  and  property  of 
tkie  government  from  the  business  and  eonoeras  «f  lbs 
brndos*  The  remarks  of  the  president  ki  this  nessajge  were 
strictly  confined  to  the  objects  for  vrhich  congress  bad  besn 
cSttimnd«  It  contained  nothing  declamatory,  nothing 
dssnltory,  sad  isy  whatever  opinion  may  be  formed  of  the 
steadfiess  of  the  positions  it  assumes^  in  my  jadgment  one 
df  4he  most  perfect  specimens  of  executiTe  oommuniciH' 
tians  to  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  government  which  eaa 
ba  foand  in  print. 

The  message  and  the  seheme  recommended  by  the  pr6»- 
idsat  were  repsesented  by  the  wfaigs  as  a  direct  attack 
upon  the  banks,  and  what  was  called  the  eredit  system. 
Tihey  insisted  that  if  the  president's  views  were  carried 
cut,  the  prostration  and  destruction  of 'all  banks  would  be 
iaevitable,  and  that  finally  a  metaKo  currency  would  alone 
constitute  the  <ciroulating  mediumi  which  would  be  wholly 
inadequate  to  the  exigencies  of  a  <M>mnlercial  community. 
Iflce  that  of  the  state  of  New*York.  Another  ruinous 
nHisti|uence  whioh  they  predieted,  and  indeed  which  must 
h«ve  i-cmHed,  aasumtng  that  the  banks  were  to  'be  de- 
stroyed, was  a  tedactKNi  of  prices  fatal  swd  ruinous  to  the 
dtfbuyr.  Tbe  message  was  very  unfiivorabJy  f«ceiverl  by 
the  poMtioal  fricttids  of  the  president  in  this  and  the  otbet* 
states  who  were  interested  in  banks.  His  scheme,  if  tin 
risd  into  efisot,  wotild  grratly  rednoe  the  profits,  I  nmy 
say  the  enomoos  lyrofits  of  banking,  and  they  eonstderad 
tfaeineSBage  eonfirmatory  of  their  suspicions  that  the  edi 
tsrial  oomae  of  the  Globe  had  been  taken  in  aoeotdaaof 
with  ttia  j^aacifrfes  4>{  the  praaideot 
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A  flmall  portioD  of  the  member*  of  the  hoin^  <rf'  i^^ii^ 
■entatives,  and  Mr.  Rivers  of  Virginia,  and  Mr.  Tallmadge 
of  this  state,  of  the  senate,  alleging  that  they  wished  to 
preserve  the  banks  and  the  credit  systsm,  (and:  hence  they 
assumed  the  name  of  conservatives,)  indicated  their  oppo- 
sition to  the  independent  treasury  scheme.  On  the  ott^ 
hand,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  in  consequence  of  the  doctrines  pot 
forth  in  his  message,  gained  the  powerful  support  in  tho 
senate  of  Mr.  Calhoun  of  South  Carolina. 

The  conservatives  in  the  house  of  representatives,  of 
whom  Mr.  John  C.  Clark  from  Chenango,  was  one  of  the 
most  active,  opposed  the  re*appointment  of  the  printers  of 
the  Globe  (Messrs.  Blair  &  Rives)  as  printers  for  that 
bouse.  Several  ballotings  took  place,  and  at  the  first  the 
whigs  supported  Messrs.  Gales  &  Seaton  ;  but  after  some 
dozen  trials  they  came  over  to  the  conservatives,  wad 
Thomas  Allen,  editor  of  the  Madisonian,  a  conservative 
newspaper,  was  elected. 

A  bill  was  brought  into  the  house  of  representatives,  in 
conformity  to  the  recommendation  of  the  president,  but 
after  much  desultory  and  sometimes  excited  debate,  it  was 
bid  on  the  table,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  John  C.  Cfau-k,  by 
the  combined  vote  of  the  whigs  and  conservatives,  who 
together  constituted  a  small  majority.  This  was  a  test 
vote  and  the  result  proved  the  determinationof  that  house 
not  to  pass  the  bill  at  any  rate,  during  that  session.  Ccm- 
gress  therefore  adjourned  without  doing  any  thing  for  the 
relief  of  the  country,  except  authorizing  the  executive 
government  to  issue  and  circulate  a  certam  amount  of 
treasury  notes. 

The  banks  in  the  state  of  New- York  conducted  their 
business^  after  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  with 
great  prudence  and  discretion.  They  pursued,  with  slea« 
dy  perseverance,  a  course  to  curtail^their  drculation  and 
diminish  their  liabilities,  and  at  the  same  tkne  so  gr*- 
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dually  as  U>  produce  very  little  inooiiTeni^ce  to  tbote 
of  their  debtors  who  were  solvent  and  had  a  reasonable 
prospect  of  ultimately  paybg  their  debts.    But  great  and 
universal  trouble  and  embarrassment  was  felt  for  the  want 
•f  bills  less  than  five  dollars.     The  banks  would  not  pay 
out  specie  to  their  customers  for  change.    In  fact  if  they 
had  been  disposed  to  do  so,  it  would  have  been  of  little 
use,  for  when  silver  and  gold  was  ten^  or  twelve  per  cent, 
above  paper,  it  would  be  hoarded  or  sold.    It  was  ther^ 
lore  impossible  that  it  could  circulate,  in  this  slate  of 
things,  among  the  mass  of  business  men,  and  especially 
among  the  poor,  who  receive  and  pay  out  money  in  smaH 
•urns.    It  was  highly  penal  by  law  to  issue  or  circulate 
bilk  for  the  payment  of  money,  as  money,  of  a  denomi- 
nation less  than  five  dollars,  and  the  law  was  equally  severe 
against  o&ring  or  receiving  in  payment,  bank  notes  for  a 
aum  less  than  five  dollars,  issued  by  the  banks  chartered 
by  the  neighboring  states.     But  notwithstanding  a  heavy 
penalty  for  a  violation  of  this  statute,  necessity,  which 
knows  no  law,  forced  into  circulation  an  immense  amount, 
it  was  said  two  millions  of  foreign  small  bills.     Besides 
the  risk  incurred  in  paying  or  receiving  these  bills,  great 
difficulties  were  experienced  in  discriminating  between  the 
genuine  and  the  spurious  bills,  and  between  those  issued 
by  solvent  and  those  put  in  circulation  by  insolvent  banks, 
and  great  losses  in  the  aggregate  were  sustained  in  con- 
sequctnce  of  those  difficulties.    These  losses  more  generally 
fell  upon  the  poorer  and  most  numerous  class  in  comma* 
nity.   So  great  was  the  inconvenience  felt,  in  consequence 
of  the  want  of  authority  on  the  part  of  the  banks  to  issue 
small  bills,  that  the  citizens  of  Broome  county,  most  of 
whom  represented  themselves,  and  no  doubt  were,  politi- 
cal friends  of  the  governor,  petitioned  him  in  form  to  call 
an  extra  session  of  the  legislature,  for  the  express  purpose 
o£  authorizing  the  banks  to  issue  small  notes.    The  gover- 
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being  in  the  minority  in  tbeir  respective  oo»Qtie8»  bad 
many  of  them  for  a  Jong  time  been  kept  out  of  puUic  iifn. 
Among  these  I  may  mention  D.  D,  Barnard  of  Albany, 
Jedediah  Miller  of  Schoharie,  (his  colleague,  Mr.  Sahford, 
was  a  man  of  talents,  but  until  recently  he  had  belonged 
to  the  democratic  party,)  Fortune  C.  White  of  Oneida,  P. 
B.  Porter,  jun.,  of  Niagara,  Samuel  B.  Ruggles,  and  tbe 
gigantic-minded  David  B.  Ogden  of  the  city  of  New- YoHu 

January  2,  1838.— The  legislature  thus  elected,  assem- 
bled on  the  2d  day  of  January,  and  Luther  Bradish,  of 
the  county  of  Franklin,  was  elected  speaker,  and- Jarvia 
N.  Lake,  of  Herkimer  county,  was  appointed  clerk. 

The  governor,  in  his  message,  gave  a  clear  and  full  view 
of  the  financial  concerns  and  various  interests  of  the  state 
He  recommended  the  passage  of  a  general  banking  law, 
but  expressed  himself  inclined  to  be  of  the  opinion  that 
in  order  to  pass  it  constitutionally,  two-thirds  of  all  the 
members  elected  to  both  houses  must  vote  for  it  He  al- 
luded to  the  money  pressure  and  suspension  of  payments 
by  the  banks,  and  set  forth  at  some  length  what  he  deemed 
to  be  the  causes  which  had  produced  the  disaster.  He 
declared  his  decided  opinion  in  favor  of  an  independent 
treasury  recommended  by  the  president,  and  he  advised  an 
increased  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  hastening  the 
completion  of  the  enlargment  of  the  Erie  canal.  This 
was  the  last  of  Governor  Marcy's  annual  messages.  Ib 
reviewing  all  his  messages,  it  strikes  me  that  no  unpreju- 
diced mind  can  fail  of  being  impressed  with  an  opinion 
highly  favorable  to  the  author  as  an  accomplished  writer 
and  able  statesman. 

Dr.  Campbell  had  held  the  office  of  surveyor  general 
three  years,  and  the  whigs  in  the  assembly  hastened  to  af- 
ford a  demonstration  that  they  also  held  the  proposition  to 
be  a  sound  one  that  "  to  the  victors  belong  the  spoils.'' 
They  in  that  house  nominated  Mr.  Qrville  L.  HoUey  for 
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surveyor  general  by  a  vote  of  eighty-six  to  twenty-^i^.  The 
senate  nominated  Dr.  Campbell.  Upon  joint  ballot  Jilff. 
Qampbell  received  forty-two  votes  and  Mr.  HoUey  aioety* 
seven,  who  was  of  course  declared  duly  elected.  Abojjijt 
the  same  result  was  produced  in  the  choice  of  a  state  jM^qi- 
surer,  ajad  Dr.  Barstow,  of  Tioga  county,  was  elected  ip 
lieu  of  Mr.  Keyser.  The  vote  in  the  senate  stood  for 
Campbell  and  Keyser  twenty,  and  for  HoUey  and  Bfujh 
tow  ten. 

Mr.  HoUey  is  a  man  of  science  and  fond  of  literary 
pursuits.  He  had  spent  some  portion  of  his  previous  life 
in  conducting  the  Troy  Sentinel,  a  political  newspapt^ 
which,  considering  the  general  character  of  the  political 
press  in  this  state,  he  managed  with  great  modera,|ion  a^ 
considerable  ability. 

The  whigs  embraced  the  earliest  opportunity,  after  the 
assembly  was  organized,  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the 
)fiw  prohibiting  the  banks  from  issuing  bills  under  five 
dollars.  Indeed,  I  believe  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Ontario,  fun 
Hctive  and  leading  member,  either  brought  in  a  bill  or  gave 
notice  to  that  effect  on  the  first  day  of  the  sessioq.  It 
pass^  the  house,  but  in  the  senate  it  was  amended  by  a 
party  vote,  merely  suspending  the  law  against  the  issuing 
of  sm^l  bills  for  two  years.  After  considerable  disqus- 
sion  in  the  senate,  and  altercation  between  the  two  houses, 
the  ^sseipbly  concurred  in  the  ameqdment  of  the  seriate, 
fOad  the  bill  was  passed.  It  is  singular  that  during  the 
elaborate  discussions  which  took  place  on  this  apparently 
*•  small "  subject,  so  little  was  said  of  the  real  use  of  the 
law  when  the  banks  should  have  resumed  their  regular  ac^ 
tion  by  the  payment  of  specie  for  their  notes,  in  being  the 
most  safe,  certain  and  least  inconvenient  means  of  check- 
ing the  excessive  issues  of  bank  notes  by  causing  a  con- 
tinpal  but  moderate  demand  for  their  payment  in  Qpin. 

Ee 
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During  this  year  three  vacancies  occurred  in  the  oi&ce 
of  circuit  judge. 

Judge  Vanderpoel  was  suddenly  attacked  by  a  paralytic 
stroke,  and  rendered  incapable  of  discharging  the  duties 
of  his  office.  This  misfortune  induced  him  to  resign,  and 
John  P.  Cushman  of  Troy  was  appointed  in  his  place. 

Judge  Gardiner  of  the  eighth,  fatigued  with  the  perform- 
ance of  his  very  laborious  duties  in  a  district  where  the 
equity  business  of  the  court  has  been  found  sufficient  to 
occupy  the  whole  time  of  one  man,  resigned  his  office.  The 
governor,  in  the  first  instance,  appointed  Mr.  John  B. 
Skinner  of  Genesee  county,  who,  it  will  be  remembered, 
represented  that  county  several  years  in  the  assembly,  but 
he  declined  accepting  the  appointment  Notwithstanding 
the  judge  of  the  eighth  circuit  was  obliged  to  subject  him- 
self to  the  most  fatiguing  and  constant  labor,  and  like  the 
other  circuit  judges,  was  poorly  paid  for  his  services, 
there  was  much  competition  for  the  vacant  office.  Eventu- 
ally Nathan  Dayton  of  Lockport  was  appointed. 

There  occurred  yet  another  vacancy.  Judge  Denio  of 
the  fifth  district,  finding  his  health  decaying  and  seeking 
under  the  mode  of  life,  which  the  proper  discharge  of  his 
duties  as  a  judge  compelled  him  to  pursue,  resigned  his 
office,  deeply  regretted  by  the  bar  and  by  the  people  of  the 
district.  The  governor  and  senate  appointed  Mr.  Bron- 
ion,  a  member  of  congress  from  Jefferson  county,  for  his 
successor  ;  but  the  independent  treasury  bill  was  then 
pending  in  congress,  and  it  was  believed  the  question 
on  its  passage  would  be  very  close  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, Mr.  Bronson  was  persuaded,  by  the  friends  of 
the  administration,  to  remain  there  until  after  the  period 
limited  by  law  for  his  taking  the  oath  of  office  of  circuit 
judge  had  expired.  A  new  appointnr>ent,  therefore,  be- 
came indispensable  ;  but  that  was  delayed  so  long,  that 
some  of  the  spring  circuits  in  the  districts  could  not  be 
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held.  That  drcumstafioe  produced  comriderable  -tom- 
ptaint,  and  Mr.  Bronson,  at  the  extra  semon,  having  voted 
for  Allen  for  printer  to  the  houae,  and  manifested  other 
symptoms  of  conservatism,  it  was  charged  that  he  had 
been  induced  to  support  the  great  measure  of  the  presi- 
dent by  a  promise  of  this  office,  and  now  the  office  was 
kept  vacant  a  long  time  to  the  great  inconvenience  of  the 
public,  for  the  purpose  of  enaUrng  both  parties  to  the  bar- 
gain to  consummate  and  perform  the  contract.  Either  to 
prove  the  falsity  of  these  allegations,  or  for  some  other 
cause,  Gov.  Marey  did  not  re^nominate  Mr.  Bronson,  but 
appointed  Pkiio  Gridley  of  Madison,  to  the  vacant  judge- 
ship. Without  any  disparagement  to  the  talents  or  merits 
of  Mr.  Bronson,  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  that  the  pub- 
lic have  been  no  loser  by  these  occurrences.  Judge  Grid- 
ley  is,  beyond  controversy,  one  of  the  best  lawyers  and 
most  efficient  and  useful  judges  in  the  state. 

Mr.  Ruggles,  of  the  assembly,  made  a  report  to  that 
house  on  the  subject  of  internal  improvement,  and  on  the 
financial  condition  of  the  state  and  its  capacity  to  furnish 
funds,  in  which  he  presented  its  resources  as  exceedingly 
great  and  competent  for  almost  any  emergency.  The  re- 
port recommended  very  large  appropriations  for  the  speedy 
completition  of  the  Erie  canal,  and  for  various  other  objects 
of  internal  improvements.  A  bill,  somewhat  in  confor- 
mity to  the  views  of  the  committee,  was  passed  in  the 
assembly,  but  was  amended  in  the  senate,  s6  as  to  appro- 
priate four  millions  of  dollars  to  be  expended  during  the 
current  year,  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Brie  canal.  It  is 
remarkable  that  the  internal  improvement  bill,  committing 
the  state  for  the  expenditure  of  an  immense  amount  of 
money,  passed  the  assembly  almost  unanimously,  only  three 
members,  Drake,  a  very  intelligent  man  from  Otsego^ 
Floyd  of  Suffolk,  and  P.  King  of  St  Lawrence,  voting 
in  the  negative. 
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A  bill  to  authorise  th6  bosiaeti  of  baiddiig,  oomoioiiiy 
callad  tbo  geaenJ  bukuig  kw,  patted  the  asseoftbly  by  a 
▼ote  of  eighty-six  to  twenty-nine.  I  obtenFe  Ihait  mott 
of  the  demooratic  members  voted  againtl  it  In  the  eeaale 
it  underwent  aaoie  dlerationt,  kmi  it  finally  passed  that 
boby  after  it  had  mdtrgone  sovaral  aanendmeDt^  tweaty 
snembers  noting  for  k  and  eight  ag^st  it 

Before  the  final  vote  was  taken,  Mr.  Powers  ofiered  a 
resolution  purporting  that  it  required  two-thirds  of  the 
Senators  elected  to  vote  in  the  affirmative  in  order  to  pass 
the  bin  constitutionally.  This  resolution  was  negatived, 
seventeen  to  tM.  To  me  it  is  sii^oiar  that  Col.  Young, 
who  had  so  often  denounced  the  monopoly  of  banking, 
should  have  voted  against  the  final  passage  of  this  biU. 
He  probably  disapproved  of  its  details. 

The  legislature  adjourned  on  the  eighteenth  day  of 
April. 

The  session  was  not  remarkable  for  political  excitement 
among  the  members.  Mr.  Mann  of  Herkimer,  and  Mr. 
P.  King  of  St  Lawrence,  were  the  most  efficient  and  ac- 
tive in  the  opposition,  and  some  unpleasant  passages  took 
place  between  both  these  gentlemen  and  the  speaker. 
But  Mr.  Bradish  was  a  person  possessing  great  self  com- 
mandi  and  habitual^  gentiemanly  and  courteous  in  his 
deportmenti  whether  in  or  out  of  the  chair.  The  alter- 
cations therefore  passed  off  without  leaving  any  lasting 
impressions  on  the  minds  of  the  parties.  A  resolution  cf 
thanks  to  the  speaker  for  the -ability  and  imparti«dity  with 
wliich  he  had  discharged  his  duties,  was  moved  by  Mr. 
Wardwell.  of  Jeffei'son  county,  a  democratic  member,  and 
'unanimously  adopted.  If  I  recollect  rightly,  Mr.  Mann, 
in  a  manner  very  creditable  to  himself,,  publicly  exfH-essed 
the  kind  feeling  he  entertained  towards  Mr.  Bradish,  as  a 
<f>r8siding  officer. 
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At  the  r^uhur  winter  session  oi  congnosf,  Ikt  Mbpead- 
ent  treasury  bill  was  iDtroduced  iato  tke  adnata  audi  passod  - 
that  body ;  but  when  the  bUl  was  sent  to.  Ibe  hoiiisa  of 
representatives,  after  much  and  loi^  discussion^  il  was  laid  * 
on  the  table  by  the  vote  of  a  small  nsaj^rity  of  thts  ms$^ 
bers. 

Before  the  a(^rn«nent  ot  the  senate,  QqVi.  Thjpofiip.  wm 
if»pointed  by  the  pveside^t  minister  tQ  Naptos. 

The  result  of  the  New- York  charter  election  nSbtided 
e\ndence  that  the  whigs  had  suffered  a  loss  ef  vti^ength  m 
that  city.  They  obtained  a  n^jority  of  one  ealy  in  each 
branch  of  the  comman  council,  and  Mr*  Clarke,  who  the 
preceding  year  had  received  a  ou^rity  for  mayor  of  three 
thousand  votes  over  his  opponent,  was  thi^  spring  re-^lect- 
ed  by  the  bare  majority  of  ninety*nine« 

The  election  which  took  plaoe  in  sever^  of  the  st|i|ea 
during  the  summer  and  autuoua  of  )6d9i  fosiilt^cji  louph 
more  favorably  to  tb^  general  adaainiitratioa  tbtp  h^  been 
anticipated.  In  several  of  the  statey  whieh  in  1837  had 
given  majorities  against  it,  the  whigs  wers  beaten,  and  in 
some  instances  by  considerable  majorities.  This  inspired 
the  democratic  party  in  New- York  with  strong  hopes  of 
success.  During  the  summer,  preparations  for  the  Novem- 
ber contest  wer^  made  with  great  spirit  and  vigor  by  both 
parties. 

Tlw  whig!  for  «  iinm  w^v^  dividfKl  in  fel^ioa  to  the 
most  eligible  candidate  for  governor.  Some  were  for  Mri> 
Granger,  o^eia  w^ra  for  fdr*  Bradish  ;  but  the  current 
ultinaately  leiU^  dowp  in  f^vor  of  Mr.  ^ew^rd  for  gov- 
ernor and  Mr.  Biiidjsh  for  liaiMMaiU  0(^vornQr,  4q4  they 
were  accerdiogly  nuinuuitod  with  ^py^i^mt  mmmity  at« 
state  convention  b^U  at  Utioft  on  th^  I9ih  of  S^^mber. 

On  the  same  day,  a  demoiQmlia  ppQveQtim  W4li  held  i4 
Herkimer,  when  Marey  and  Tv^cjf  ym^  9g^  ^qmfQom 
ly  nooiupated  for  ^  rt^l^tigyp^ 
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Oo  the  Sd  day  of  October,  a  meetii^  of  geotiemen  from 
various  parts  of  the  state  was  held  at  Syracuse,  who  had 
formerly  belonged  to  the  democratic  party,  oow  caiiing 
themselves  conservatives^  Among  the  leading  and  most 
influential  raembers.of  this  convention,  were  Mr.  N.  P. 
Tallmadge  of  the  United  States  senate,  John  C.  Clark  of 
Chenango,  and  Judah  Hammond  of  New*York.  Among 
other  resolutions^  they  adopted  one  for  the  support,  by  the 
conservatives,  of  Seward  and  Bradish. 

The  election  resulted  in  favor  of  the  whig  candidates  for 
governor  and  lieutenant  governor.    Their  majority  was 
about  ten  thousand.    In  the  assembly,  the  whig  majority 
was  not  so  large  as  the  year  before,  but  it  was  now  nearly 
two  to  one.    In  the  senate  the  whigs  carried  five  of  the 
eight  districts  ;  but  this  left  them  still  in  the  minority  in 
that  branch  of  the  legislature. 
The  senators  elected  were, 
From  the  Pirfit  District,  Gabriel  Furman, 
^^        Second  do.,    Daniel  Johnson, 
^        Third     do.,    Alonzo  C.  Paige, 
«        Fourth  do.,    Bethoel  Peck, 
<«        Fifth      do.,    Joseph  Clark, 
<<        Sixth     do.,    Alvah  Hunt, 
<«        Seventh  da,    Robert  C.  Nicholas, 
**        Eighth  do.,    Henry  Hawkins. 
The  second,  third  and  fifth  districts  elected  democratic 
senators. 

The  very  large  whig  majorities  in  some  of  the  western 
counties  surprised  every  one.  Thus,  Chautauque  gave 
about  two  thousand  two  hundred  majority,  Erie  two  thou* 
sand  six  hundred,  and  Genesee  more  than  three  thousand 
Ulster  county,  which  had  given  such  strong  Jackson  ma- 
jorities, now  gave  some  hundreds  the  other  way.  Jeffer- 
son, which  last  year  elected  democratic  members,  this  year 
gave  the  whig  ticket  a  majority  of  about  six  hundred 


P^rji^piil^qwy  ,^.yreU  here,  as  in  any  other  place,  desig- 
nate two  Qtbfi^  causes  which  I  suppose  tended  to  swell  the 
whig  majority. 

The  first  I  shall  mention  was  that  an  insurrection  had 
broken  out  in  Canada,  and  many  of  our  citizens  near  the 
borders  of  that  province,  were  desirous  to  join  them  or 
afford  them  aid ;  and  some  did  actually  join  them,  and 
Others  gave  them  assistance.  The  president  and  Gov* 
Marcy  issued,  as  was  their  duty,  orders  to  prevent,  so  far 
as  they  could,  any  American  citizen  from  becoming  a  party 
to  that  contest  In  consequence  of  this  course  by  the 
state  and  national  governments,  it  was  easy  for  artful 
electioneerers  to  turn  the  sympathy  felt  by  our  border  citi- 
zens, for  the  Canadian  patriots,  as  they  were  called,  into 
a  hostile  feeling  towards  (tov.  Marcy.  Hence  it  will  be 
perceived,  that  the  county  of  Jefferson  changed  from  a 
democratic  majority,  in  1837,  to  a  large  whig  majority  in 
1838<  I,  by  no  means,  intend  to  intimate  that  the  whig 
party,  as  such,  countenanced  the  border  citizens  in  the 
violation  of  their  duty  as  citizens  of  the  United  States^ 
but  they  undoubtedly  had  not  the  least  objection  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  prejudices  of  those  citizens. 

The  other  cause  to  which  I  have  referred  was  this  : — ^It 
maybe  recollected  that,  in  1830  man^  national  republi- 
cans, who  were  masons,  abandoned  their  party  solely  be- 
cause a  majority  of  the  party  supported  Granger,  the 
anti-masonic  candidate  for  governor.  These  men  were 
never  democrats,  nor  were  they  ever  at  heart  pleased  with 
Gen.  Jackson  for  president,  nor  indeed  with  the  party 
which  supported  him.  They  however  continued  with  the 
party,  because  they  could  find  no  reasonable  excuse  for 
abandoning  it,  and  because  they  feared  the  domination  of 
anti-masonry  in  some  form.  But  anti-masonry  had  been 
now  for  years  annihilated,  and  these  national  republican 
masonic  Jackson  men  rejoined  their  old  friends.    In  any 
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SUief'  way,  it  h  extremely  difficuh  to  accotuit  for  the  great 
6batrge  in  Ulster,  Albany  ahd  Rensselaer  counties. 

Tlie  whig  ticket  succeeded  in  New- York  by  a  small  ma- 
jOHty,  and  C.  C.  Cambreling  failed  in  being  re-elected  to 

Aftei^  the  result  of  the  election  was  known,  great  efforts 
Were  tnade  by  many  of  Mai^cy's  political  friends,  to  induce 
hitti  to  cdll  together  the  senate  for  thepurpo^  of  transact- 
Htg  cfxecutiv^  business.  There  were,  I  believe,  at  that 
tfm^  some  t^canci^s  which,  had  the  senate  beeti  in  session, 
ft  Would  have  been  proper  to  have  supplied  by  new  ap- 
|k]drittnents,  but  the  real  object  was  to  enable  those  office- 
bofderS,  whose  term  of  office  would  expire  during  the  next 
two  years,  to  resign,  and  to  procure  the  appointment  of 
dther  persons,  who  were  the  political  friends  of  the  gover- 
nor, add  the  personal  as  well  as  the  poKtical  friends  of 
the  incumbents.  These  applications  were  urged  with 
^at  ardor ;  but  the  governor  had  the  virtue  and  firmness 
te  resist  them.  The  high  moral  sense  of  WilliaH  L* 
HarcV  would  not  permit  him  to  lend  himself  to  such  HH 
expedient  for  party  purposes,  or  to  gratify  die  derive  99t 
office,  even  of  some  of  his  aitlent  friends. 


^     '^^ 
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CHAPTER  XLI. 

THE  SaUAL  RIGHTS  OB  liOOO-FOOO  PAETr. 

I  MAine  before  remarked  that  in  18S4-5,  after  all  mefi 
became  satisfied  that  the  United  States  Bank  would  not  be 
re-chartered,  a  pressure  for  charters  in  this  state  for  bank* 
Ing  purposes,  was  brought  to  bear  with  great  and  almost 
in^sistibie  force  on  its  legislature ;  that  the  means  em* 
ployed  to  procure  charters,  the  manner  in  which  the  stock 
ift  new  chartered  banks  was  distributed,  and  the  manage* 
ment  of  some  of  the  banking  companies,  gave  great  an* 
easiness  to,  and  indeed  produced  the  most  painful  appre* 
bensions  in  the  minds  of  many  reflecting,  and  1  may  add, 
Asinterested  and  patriotic  citizens  who  were  members  of 
the  democratic  party.  They  perceived  that  the  action  of 
the  legislature  on  the  petitions  of  bank  applicants,  tended 
to  the  formation  of  corrupt  combinations  in  the  legitltt 
ture,  and  that  the  mode  of  distributing  the  stock  generally 
prescribed  in  bank  charters,  tended  to  corrupt  the  peopte 
themselves.  The  mflnence  which  the  moneyed  institu* 
tions  already  created,  when  combined,  exerted  upon  the 
legislature  and  the  community,  alarmed  sober  and  consid- 
erate men,  and  that  alarm  was  increased  by  the  considera- 
tion that  bank  paper  had,  in  point  of  fact,  become  lAa 
fn&ney  of  the  country,  and  that  therefore  the  restraining 
taw  which  was  then  in  full  and  unmitigated  force,  con- 
ferred on  these  soulless  institutions  a  power  equal  to  the 
exclusive  power  of  coining  money  for  the  use  of  the  oom- 
munity.  This  last  consideration  had  led  men  to  inqnire 
Ihto  the  propriety  of  granting,  by  legislative  enactmenf, 
exclusive  rights  to  any  class  of  men  whatsoever.  These 
were  some  of  the  views  and  cireumstancea  which  foresil 


400  poL|T|Cfi4  m^Timr  [IMHL 

into  existence  the  Equal  Rights,  or,  as  they  were  called 
by  their  opponents,  the  Loco-Foco  party  in  the  city  of 
New-York. 

My  residence  having  been  in  the  interior  of  the  state, 
and  the  individuals  who  composed  this  party  having  been 
nearly  all  of  them  residents  of  the  city,  I  am  unable  to 
state  fully,  or  iiidejedas  I  fear  a,ccurately,  th?  movpjrnenta 
oS  these  men,  or  present  a  detailed  and  correct  staterpe^jt 
of  tb^  meritSy  talents  and  character  of  the  individuaJs  whp 
were. most  BfCtive  and  influential  among  them..  The  ac^ 
count,  therefore,  which  1  shall  venture .  here  to  give  qi 
their  operations  as  a  party,  must  of  necessity  be  very  im- 
perfect ;  but  their  principles  were  published  to  the  worl^ 
and  a  synopsis  of  these  1  can  of  coarse  state  with  vaoiDf 
certainty. 

.  Those  piersons  in  the  city,  who  were  oj^xwed  to  all 
monopolies,  in  the  summer  of  1835,  held  several  meetix?^^ 
afui  mai^y  private  consultations  ;  and  being  xxipsl  of  t|iein 
fegular  members  of  the  democratic  party,  their  first  effort 
was  to  procure  the  nonunation  according  to  the  usage  of 
that  party,  of  candidates  for  congress  and  assem^ijiy,  wbp 
accorded  with  them  in  political  principles.;  but  they  were 
unsuccessful  in  the  incipient. step  taken  to  accomplish  tha^t 
object  A  majority  of  the  nominaljnig  c^^punijLtee.  w^re 
against  them,  and  they  presented  Gideon  Lee  .as-^aden^ 
cratic  candidate  for  congress,  and  four  candidates  &x  t^e 
assembly,  who  were  peculiarly  obnoxious  tq  ^hoae  wbP 
were  opposed  to  monopolies.  .Ther^  waS|  however,. 91^ 
other  expedient  by  whi(»h  the  gentlemen.to  ^ffbpm  the  anti* 
monopolists  objected,  might  be,  prevented  froi^i.  becoming 
the  Jugular  candidates  of  the  democ^ratic.pfirty.  /^le. cus- 
tom of  the  partyan  New- York,  if  I  understand  it  rightly, 
is,  that  a  majority  of  the  nominating  ppmmittee^  consisting 
of  some  seventy  men,  elected  from  th^  different  wardi^ 
select  the  candidates  to  be   supported  by   the  party. 


After  the.oonmitlee  have  thus  agreed  on  thefnndidiifps,  a 
general  meeting  of* democratic  citizens  is  invited  at  Tam- 
many Hall,  where  the  report  of  the  nominating  committee 
is  made,  and  at  that  stage  of  the  nominating  process,  may 
be  accepted,  amended  or  rejected,  by  a  majority  of  the  citi- 
SEans  so  assembled4  The  anti-monopolists  resolved,  at  the 
meetiog  which  was  to  be  held  a  few  days  before  the  election 
in  November,  1635,  at  Tammany  Hail,  to  hear  and  act  on 
the  report  of  the  nominating  committee,  and  to  resist  the 
confirmation  of  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Lee  and  others,  of 
whose  principles  they  disapproved.  The  friends  of  these 
candidates  anticipated  opposition,  and  of  course,  at  the  hour 
appointed  for  the  meeting,  an  immense  crowd  collected. 
The  firdt  question  which  arose,  and  which  would  test  the 
strength  of  the  parties,  was  the  selection  of  a  chairman, 
the  friends  of  Mr.  Lee,  whom  we  will  call  Tammany 
men«  supported  Isaac  L.  Varian,  since  mayor  of  New- 
York  ;  and  ^e  anti-monopolists  supported  Joel  Curtis. 
The  Tammanies  entered  the  hall  as  soon  as  the  doors  were 
opened^  by  means  of  back  stairs,  while  at  the  same  time 
the  equal  rights  party  rushed  into  the  long  room  up  the 
front  stairs.  Both  parties  were  loud  and  boisterous  ;  the 
one  declaring  that  Mr.  Varian  was  chosen  chairman,  and 
the  other  that  Mr.  Curtis  was  duly  elected  the  presiding 
officer.  A  very  tumultuous  and  confused  scene  ensued, 
ckiring  which  the  gas  lights,  with  which  the  hall  was  illu- 
minated, were  extinguished.  The  equal  rights  party, 
either  having  witnessed  similar  occurrences,  or  having 
received  some  intimations  that  such  would  be  the  course 
of  their  opponents,  had  provided  themselves  with  bco-foco 
matches  and  candles,  and  the  room  was  re-lighted  in  a 
naoment 

The  next  day  both  parties  claimed  the  victory,  but  the 
mass  of  th«  democratic  party  in  the  dty  supported  at 
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the  election  which  took  place  a  few  da3ni  aAcvwtffe,  tfte 
Tammany  nomination  as  the  regularly  formed  tiekei. 

Immediately  after  this  outbreak  at  Tammany  Hall,  the 
Courier  and  Enquirer,  a  whig,  and  the  Times,  a  democra- 
tic, (afterwards  conservative,)  newspaper,  dnbfoed  the 
anti-monopolists  with  the  name  of  the  Loco-Poco  Partt, 
a  sort  of  nick-name  which  the  whigs  have  since  given  to  the 
whole  democratic  party. 

The  anti-monopolists  refused  to  support  the  election  of 
Mr.  Lee,  and  several  of  the  democratic  candidates  for  the 
assembly.*  They  nominated  C.  G.  Ferris  for  congress, 
and  three  or  four  candidates  for  the  assembly.  This  ticket 
received  four  or  five  thousand  votes,  but  the  Tammany 
ticket  eventually  succeeded. 

After  the  election,  various  meetings  were  held  with  a 
view  of  organizing  a  political  party,  and  at  length,  in  Jan- 
uary, 18M,  a  county  convention  assembled  and  framed  a 
constitution  and  a  code  of  by-laws  for  the  regulation  and 
government  of  the  new  party.  A  declaration  of  rights, 
drawn  by  Dr.  Moses  Jacques,  was  presented  to  the  conven- 
tion and  adopted,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy  : 

"  DECLARATION  OF  RIGHTS," 
'M.  We  hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evident,  that  all 
men  are  created  free  and  equal;  that  they  are  endowed  by 
(heir  Creator  with  inherent  inalienable  rights ;  aotong 
which  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness, 

"  2.  That  the  true  foundation  of  republican  government 
is  the  equal  rights  of  every  citizen,  in  his  person  and  prcH 
perty,  and  in  their  management 

*'  3.  That  the  idea  is  quite  unfounded,  that  on  entering 
mto  society  we  give  up  any  natural  right.    The  rightful 

*Tbe  names  of  the  Tammany  candidates  to  whom  the  anti-monopolists  objected, 
w«e  Bei^amtn  RInaMd.  GteotgsShafpe/BBra  S.  Omner  aad  lesse  West ;  the  sdhit^ 
tutes  proposed  were  Job  Haskell,  John  W.  Vethake,  John  Wlndt  and  Bodney  8. 
Church. 
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jK>wer  of  «{1  legisltftioB  is  to  4lecimre  and  mAtob  ootjr  our 
natural  rights  and  duties,  and  to  take  none  of  them  irom 
HP.  lio  man  has  a  natural  rigbt  to  oommit  a^^ession  on 
the  equal  rights  of  another  ;  and  this  is  all  .from  which  the 
Jaw  ought  to  r^efftrain  him.  Every  man  is  under  the  na- 
loral  du^'  of  contributing  to  the  neoessities  of  society ; 
4uid  this  is  ail  the  kw  should  enforce  on  him.  When  the 
,«law8  have  declared  and  onforced  all  ihiBj  they  have  fulfd- 
Jed  their  fijnotions* 

^^  4.  We  declare  ^inqualified  bmtility  to  bank  notes  and 
fi^wr  money  as  a  circulating  medium,  because  gold  and 
>«ilver  is  the  only  safe  and  oonatilutional  currency. 

«  5.  Hostility  to  a^y  and  all  monopolies  by  legiriation, 
^because  they  ajue  violations  of  the  equal  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple. 

<*d.  Hostility  to  the  dangerous  and  unconstitutional 
creation  of  vested  rights,  or  pf^erogalives  by  legislation, 
li^cause  they  are  usurpations  of  the  people's  sovereign 
rights. 

*'  7,  That  no  legislative  or  other  authority  in  the  body 
'politic  can  rightfully,  by  charter  or  otberwive,  exempt  any 
^fioan  or  body  of  men,  in  any  case  whatever,  from  trisil  by 
yirj  and  the  jurisdiction  or  operation  of  the  laws  which ' 
gOJireni  the  community. 

"  8.  We  hold  that  each  aad  every  law,  or. act  of  incoir- 
iporation,  passed  by  preceding  legislatures,  can  be  rightful- 
f}y  altered  or  repealed  by  their  successors ;  and  that  they 
•riiould  be  altered  or  repealed,  when  necessary  for  the  pub- 
'lic  good,  or  when  required  by  a  majority  of  the  people." 

The  sixth  article  of  the  constitution  of  this  association 
was  in  the  following  words  : 

**  No  person  shall  be  considered  eligible  for  nomination 
-who  has  not  signed  the  cleclaration  of  rights. 

^' Each  candidate  for  office  shall  be  required  to  sign 
laHGhwrtlten.  pledge  as  the  eqoalTighta  party  may  frame, 
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enumerating  particular  measures  he  is  to  advooal^  &i^^ii)>- 
pose." 

At  this  meeting  the  convention  assumed  the  name  of  tfie 
EaiTAL  RtGHTs  party. 

Perhaps  no  political  party  ever  existed  in  the  state 
which  has  been  the  subject  of  more  severe  animadversibn 
and  attack  than  this  party,  AH  the  chartered  moneyed  in- 
stitutions, and  the  whole  influence  of  associated  wealth 
were  against  them.  The  newspaper  press  of  both  parli^ 
with  the  single  exception,  I  believe,  of  the  Evening  Post, 
then  conducted  by  those  unshaken  and  indomitable  demo- 
crats, William  Leggett  and  William  C.  Bryant,  was  lodd 
in  its  denunciations.  The  Evening  Post  did  not  justify 
their  organization  as  a  distinct  party,  but  it  advocated  wffii 
great  zeal  and  ability  many  of  their  principles.  •* 

The  first  glance  at  the  declaration  of  rights  which  this 
association  put  forth,  demonstrates  their  determination  to 
recur  to  first  principles,  and  to  form  their  new  party  sofeiy 
with  reference  to  the  principles  of  its  members,  and  with 
an  utter  disregard  to  the  political  party  to  which  the  can- 
didate for  admission  into  full  communion  with  the  equal 
rights  party  had  belonged.  Some  of  the  most  active  and 
efficient  movers  in  organizing  this  new  party  were  Moses 
Jacques,  Alexander  Ming,  jr.,  F.  Byrdsall,  Levi  D.  Slamm, 
John  Windt,  James  L.  Stratton,  Pascal  B.  Smith  and  John 
H.  Hunt.  I  am  but  slightly  acquainted,  personally,  with 
any  of  these  gentlemen.  They  are  reputed  to  be  men 
of  good  standing  and  character,  and  some  of  them  I  know 
to  be  talented,  honest  and  patriotic.  I  can  not  entertain 
a  doubt  but  that  u  large  majority  of  those  who  engaged 
in  this  enterprise  did  &d  from  a  sense  of  duty,  and  with- 
out the  hope  or  desire  of  obtaining  any  especial  indi- 
vidual benefit  from  the  politico]  course  they  were  then 
t^in^.  But  like  all  reformers,  they  undoubtedly  became 
ultra  in  some  of  their  ptUtical   doctrines,  among  whioh 
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maybe  mentioned  the  fourth  and  eighth  articles  of  their 
declaration  of  rights.* 

At  the  city  charter  election  in  the  spring  of  1836,  the 
equal  rights  party  nominated  Alexander  Ming,  jr,  for 
mayor,  and,  as  I  believe,  full  charter  tickets  in  most  of 
the  wards.  The  whigs  nominated  candidates  for  city  offi- 
cers. Nearly  three  thousand  votes  were  given  for  the 
Ioco«foco  candidates.  Mr.  Ming  received  about  two  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  votes  for  mayor.  These  votes  wer^ 
mostly  given  by  persons  who  had  belonged  to  the  demo- 
cratic party,  and  the  result  was,  that  that  year,  the  whigs 
had  an  equal  representation  with  the  democrats  in  the 
common  council ;  although  Mr.  Lawrence,  the  Tammany 
candidate  for  mayor,  had  a  large  majority  over  all  his  op- 
ponents. 

Immediately  after  the  result  of  the  charter  election  was 
known,  and  on  the  15th  of  April,  a  meeting  of  the  equal 
vights  party  was  held  at  the  Military  and  Civic  Hotel, 
Bowery,  at  which  Dr.  Jacques  was  chosen  chairman,  and 
Levi  D.  Slamm  and  P.  Hasbrouck,  secretaries.  They  were 
rather  cheered  than  disheartened  after  this  trial  of  their 
strength,  and  manifested  a  determination  to  preserve  their 
organization  in  the  several  wards  in  the  city,  and  "main- 
tain it  with  increased  vigilance  and  perseverance."  Before 
they  adjourned,  they  adopted  several  spirited  resolutions. 

Early  in  the  summer  of  1836,  a  committee  of  the  equal 
rights  party,  consisting  of  G.  W.  Matsell,  Daniel  Gorham, 
P.  Byrisall,  John  Drincker  and  John  Windt,  addressed  a 
letter  to  Col.  Young,  containing  a  copy  of  the   *'  declara- 

*  In  March,  IfM,  Mr.  John  Windt,  a  printer  by  protoffon,  and  a  wonhy  and  meri- 
lorloua  eldsen,  cotmuenced  the  publication  of  a  dally  paper  which  he  entitled  **  T%€ 
D»m»erat^**  and  which  wai  regarded  aa  the  organ  of  the  equal  righia  party.  I  baf« 
been  favored,  by  Mr.  Windt.  with  the  loan  of  a  file  of  thla  paper,  and  have  very  baatUy 
examhied  ft.  I  regret  that  T  did  not  receive  it  before  I  had  comi^eted  the  brief  hivtqry 
I  have  attemptad  to  gWe  of  the  New-York  ioco^foeoa,  and  Indeed  undt  after  flme 
part  Of  this  chapter  waa  in  type.    A  file  of  the  DemoerBt  deiervea  to  be,  nd  I  hope  vSl 
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lion  of  prinqiplefl^"  ^  reque^tiog  him  \o  ^mwer,  whelher 
be  approved  of  those  principles ;  and  if  that  ansjw^r  cihouU 
be  in  the  affirmative,  they  asaured  hiai  of  the  dejtermina- 
tion  of  the  party  to  oominate  him  for  governor.  To  ibis 
communicatioQ  Col.  Young  replied,  peremptprily  deoUo- 
iog  to  be  a  caadid^e  for  governor.  He,  however,  «naiu- 
fested  his  approbatiou  of  the  most  of  the  ^tietescontaiqQd 
m  the  declaration  of  rights ;  I  believe,  all,  «»)ept  th^ 
fourth,  which  declares  *'  uncompromising  hostility  to  bank 
notes  ^d  paper  money  as  a  circulating  medium/'  GoL 
Y.'s  letter  is  of  considerable  length,  and  written  like  every 
thing  else  which  is  written  by  him,  with  great  ability. 
He  disapproves  of  the  conduct  of  the  loco-focos  in  detachr 
ing  themselves  from  the  democratic  party.  The  ooms^it?- 
tee,  on  the  5th  of  August,  replied  to  Col.  Young,  in  whioh, 
while  they  speak  highly  of  his  talents  and  patriotism  ad- 
here to  their  determination  of  maintaining  a  distinct  party 
organization,  and  state  their  reasons  for  persisting  in  tha;i 
determination.  This  reply,  I  was  informed,  was  written 
by  Mr.  F.  Byrdsall,  one  of  the  committee,  and  evinces 
talents  of  a  high  order.  The  correspondence  ought  to  be 
preserved.  Its  perusal  can  not  fail  of  deeply  interesting 
the  reader ;  and  its  style  and  manner  are  creditable  to  the 
authors  of  it. 

Previous  to  the  state  election  in  November,  1836,  the 
equal  rights  party  again  rallied  and  attempted  to  form  a 
state  party  under  that  cognomen.  On  the  15th  of  Sep- 
tember a  convention  was  held  at  Utica,  which  was  attend* 
ed  by  delegates  from  various  counties  in  the  state.  Af 
that  convention  Robert  Townsend,  jun.,  of  New- York, 
since  known  as  an  efficient  member  of  the  legislature,  was 
chosen  president ;  John  Calkins,  of  Genesee  county,  and 
E.  Dorchester,  of  Oneida,  vice-presidents  ;  and  W.  C. 
Foster,  <rf  Monroe,  and  J.  McCulIy,  of  Genesee,  secre- 
fpries.     The  proceedings  of  this  convention  evince  the 


iNtme  fetrleM  and  determined  spunt  whidi  wtMBScbiUted 
by  the  N^fw-York  county  conifention.  In  thetv  -fiitil  rdte*^ 
lution  they  say : 

*<  Whereas,  in  consequence  of  the  long  continued  pos^ 
session  of  power  which  is  but  too  apt  te  contipt  those 
whom  the  people  have  ohosen  to  make  their  laws,  either 
forgetting  or  contemning  the  source  of  thc»r  authority* 
have,  for  a  series  of  years^  legii^aAed  for  the  benefit  (^  a 
moneyed  aristocracy  of  their  own  creation,  rather  than  for 
the  people,  whose  interests  and  happiness  they  were  cho^ 
sen  to  promote  and  to  guard :         ' 

**  Therefore,  Resohedy  Thati  in  the  opinion  of  this  qo9^ 
Tendon,  it  is  an  imperative  doty  which  the  peofde  owe  t# 
themselves  and  to  their  children,  to  recur  to  fint  primti- 
flesy  and  repudiating  the  prejudices  which  have  boimdf 
them  to  the  two  contending  factions  of  this  state,  to  sele<$l 
their  own  candidates,  and  to  honor  with  their>  confidMee 
such  men  only  as  will  conscientiously  and  fearlesriy  e/om- 
suit  the  good  of  all  thenr  constituents.'' 
.  They  reiterate  and  adopt  the  declaration  of  ri^ts  drawp 
by  Dr.  Jacques.  Among  other  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
convention,  the  following  is  worthy  of  all  praise  : 

^^Resohedy  That  as  education  is  essential  to  the  de^ 
velopment  of  the  human  mind,  in  whatever  situation  it 
may  be  placed,  so  it  is  peculiarly  essential  to  the  weH-b»- 
ing  of  a  free  community,  wliete  the  rig^it  of  snfirage  is 
universal,  that  men  should  be  able  to  exepcise  that  ri^l 
intelligently  y  and  that  it  is  the  imperative  duly  of  di 
men,  and  more  especially  of  the  laboring  and  producmg 
classes,  to  use  every  elBfort  to  aecure  the  present  and  com- 
ing generations  the  blessings  of  universal  education,  and 
that,  as  patriots,  as  philanthropists^  a»  Christians,  we  are 
called  upon  to  move  forward  with  united  purpose,,  and  n<it 
rest  until,  like  the  breath  of  heaven,  knowledge  shall  be 

equally  accessible  to  alL'' 

Ff 
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The  QOBVKBAtioo  puUiihed  an  addrew  tty  the  people,  in 
whiehy  among  other  thingB,  they  recomrnend  the  election 
of  all  judicial  officers  by  the  people,  and  that  their  term  of 
•ervioe  be  limited  tp  three  years.  Towardsi  the  conclu- 
non  they  say  ■ 

"  FeUov>  Citkena — ^Too  bng  have  we  been  estranged 
from  each  other  by  party  leaders  and  party  prejudices,  un- 
til we  find  ourselves  involved  in  a  labyrinth  of  difficulties, 
dangers  and  oppressions.  While  we  have  been  contend- 
ing about  names,  principles  have  been  lost  sight  of.  And 
while  we  ha;Ve  been  amused  with  a  shadow,  the  substance 
haa  been  surreptitiously  taken  from  us.  Let  us  now  profit 
by  past  erronh— let  us  divest  ourselves  of  all  party  feel- 
ings, party  prejudices,  and  attachments  to  party  leaders, 
and  unite  to  support  and  carry  but  correct  principles  and 
dorrect  meastires;  In  a  republic,  but  few  laws  are  neces- 
sary, and  those  few  plain,  simple,  and  easy  of  compre- 
hension." 

Before  adjourning,  the  convention  nominated  Isaac  S. 
SwTH  of  Buffalo  for  governor,  and  Mr.  Townsend  for 
lieutenant  governor.  This  nomination  Mr.  Townsend  de- 
clined, and  thereupon  Moses  Jacques  was  nominated  for 
that  office.  They  also  appointed  a  state  corresponding 
committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Dorchester,  Edwards  and 
Bushnel. 

In  New- York,  the  equal  rights  party  nominated  for  sen- 
■ate,  "Frederick  A.  Tallmadge. 

For  congress — Stephen  Hasbrouck,  Edward  Curtis, 
James  Monroe  and  Ely  Moore. 

F6r  assembly— ^ninlon  Roosevelt,  Robert  Townsend, 
jr.,  Alexander  Gray,  Edward  J.  Webb,  Hirani  Topper, 
George  W.  MatseH,  Job  Hiskell,  John  Windt,  William 
P.  Piatt,  John  WHder,  Charles  Hunter,  Edward  6.  Bar- 
ney, George  Dixey. 
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MeBsra.  Tallflitdge  and  Curtis  were  knovn  to  t)»  whig% 
itft  60/A  of  them  signed  the  pledge^  IhtU  tkeif  weuU  sup- 
port and  carry  out  tkeprmdpks  ef  the  equal rigkis party 
at  contained  in  their  declar€Uion  tf  rights. 

Hie  whig  party  10  New-Yoiic  ioon  ce^cr,  as  1  am  m- 
formed,  nominated  Mr.  Tallmadge  as  their  candidate  fer 
the  senate,  and  Mr.  Curtis  for  congress.  It  is  not  impro* 
babie  that  the  intention  of  the  whigs  to  nooiinate  these 
gentlemen  was  known  to  the  loco-foco's  before  that  party 
nominated  them* 

The  Tammany  party  had  nominated  Morgan  L.  Smiths 
and  again  selected  Gideon  Lee,  persons  who  were  pecu- 
liarly odious  to  the  loco-focos^  as  the  democratic  caac&> 
dates  for  congress  ;  and  it  is  probable  that  the  anxiety  of 
the  leaders  of  the  equal  rights  party  to  defeat  these  gen- 
tlemen, was  a  principal  reason  why  they  phioed  on  their 
ticket  two  such  distinguished  whigs  as  Talimadge  and 
Curtis.  The  whigs,  believing  themselves  to  be  in  the 
minority  in  the  city,  in  forming  their  assembly  ticket, 
selected  two  of  the  loco-foco  candidates,  R.  Townsend^jn, 
and  Clinton  Rooesvelt 

The  election  resulted,  by  the  aid  of  the  whig  votes,  in 
favor  of  the  following  persons,  who  were  originally  noaii* 
sated  by  the  loco-focos : 

Frederick  A.  Talimadge,  senator  from  the  first  districts 
Edward  Curtis  for  Congress ;  and  Robert  Townsend,  jr., 
and  Clinton  Roosevelt  for  the  assembly. 

At  the  charter  election  in  the  spring  of  1637,  the  equal 
rights  party  nominated  and  supported  an  entire  ticket, 
composed  of  loco-focos  proper.  The  whigs  and  demo- 
crats also  severally  formed  entire  tickets.  Dr.  Jacques 
was  the  candidate  of  the  equal  rights  party  for  mayor, 
and  they  gave  him  more  than  four  thousand  votes.  The 
strong  vote  given  by  this  party  put  the  whigs  in  {Kissea- 
sion  of  the  government  of  the  city. 
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h%  £^tQ«a)p«%  18S7,  thQ  equal  TighU  party  held  another 
state  GonvcDtioQ  at  Utica.  It  was  organic  by  the  ap- 
p<N0tineDt  of  Robert  Towovaod,  jr.  (mfidept ;  David  Cao- 
field  of  Genesee,  and  Harvey  Bushnel  of  Oneida,  vioe-pre- 
sidents  ;  and  William  H.  Hale  of  Kings,  Andrew  li^nna 
of  OneNJa,  and  Daniet  A.  Robertson  of  Weschestcr,  seqre^ 
taries.  This  convention  devised  a  constitution  for  the 
state  of  New-Y<Mrk«  which  they  submitted  to  the  people,  I 
suppose,  priacipally  for  the  purpose  of  placing,  in  one 
body,  distinctly  before  the  community,  the  great  outlines 
of  their  principles. 

Their  definition  of  the  rights  of  nmo,  in  the  second 
elause  of  the  first  article,  is  excellent  It  is  in  the  fol- 
lowing words : 

'  *'  Man's  natural  right  of  person  are,  his  right  to  exist, 
and  to  enjoy  his  existence ;  and  the  right  to  exercise  thoac 
physical  and  mental  faculties  with  which  nature  has  -en- 
dowed hinL,  Man^s  natural  rights  in  relation  to  things 
aare,  his  rights  to  the  things  produced  by  the  exercise  of 
bis.  personal  endowm^its^  and  his  right  to  participate  in 
thos^  bounties  which  nature  has  equally  given  to  alk 
Right,  as  relates  to  aetions,  is  that  principle  of  equality 
which  teaches  man  to  do  to  others  as  he  would  that  others 
should  do  to  him.  Those  acts  are  naturally,  politically 
and  morally  right,  which  may  be'  done  by  all  without  u>- 
jury  to  any/' 

I  shall  point  out  only  those  parts  of  this  indtrutiient 
which  materially  diflfer  from  the  present  confititutionof  the 
state.  ••».... 

On  the  subject  of  the  legislative  power  to  grant  cba^ 
ters,  the  proposed  constitution  provides  that : 

'*§6.  The  legislature  shall  not  charter  or  create  «iy 
corporate  or  artificial  body,  riot  confer  on  any  individual 
or  company  either  exclusTve  advantages  or  speisial  I^^h 
leges.  *  *    ' 
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'<  §  7.  1fh6  tb^ltm^'Om  tftrt'  h&rww  wm&f  «r  oon- 
tract  loans  ki  the  ilan^e'  of  the  people :  but  it  may  submit 
bills  alithoriifeirig  publifi  loans  to  the  pedple,  wbicb*  billa 
shall  become  binding  when  ratified  by  a  majority  of  the 
voters  at  a  general  election/' 

It  would  occupy  a  larger  Space  than  the  fiiaiti  I  had 
pteiscribed  fdf  this  sketch  will  allow,'  weve  I  to  ttCtempt  to 
describe  the  judicM  syst^i^  proposed  by  the  cobventiom 
It  is  hoVel  and^faigenious.  Il  pf^oposes  that  ail  the  judges 
shall  be  elected  by  the  people,  and  with  this  sii^le  excep* 
tion,  T  miist  be  allowed,  at  the  hazard  of  being  charged 
with  hereby,  to  say,  that  I  think  it  in  dome  respects  pre-, 
ferable  to  our  present  system.  Among  other  novelties,  is- 
the  plan  it  proposes,  to  subMitdte  a  court  of  appeals,  con* 
ststing  of  forty  or  more  distHct  jlidges,  for  the  existing 
court  for  correction  of  erfors  ;  arid  What  is  most  cariouaj 
,and  to  me  entirely  new^  ft  proposes,  that  when  these 
judges  are  assembled,  they  shall  choose  a  president ;  and 
that  thereupon  ''juries  6f  twelve  men  each  shall  then  be 
drawn  from  the  judges  {Present  These  juries  shall  sit  by 
alternation,  or  as  ^ases  may  require,  in  the  jury  box,  heat^ 
cases,  retire,  and  bring  in  their  verdicts^  in  like  manner  as 
other  juries.'* 

The  proposed  cohfttifution  iiboliiihes  capital  punishment, 
and  provides  thai  ''all  frauds  shall  be  punished  as  felo- 
nies." On  the  iiibject  of  legal  coercive  means  of  enforc- 
ing <he  perf6i*hiance  of  contracts,  section  ten  of  article 
eight  proposes,  that  ^  No  law  rtiall  be  vitlid  for  the  forci- 
ble Ootlection  of  debts  arising  from  voluntary  agreement 
between  individuals,  wherein  one  party  relinquishes  hit 
right  to  and  possession  of  any  species  of  property  6n  tbe 
promise  by  the  other  party  of  another  fliing  or  eqoivalent 
[This  section  shall  apply  only  to  dtibts  contmeted  itfter  the 
adoption  of  this  constitution.]*' 
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•  But  ttie  0SMteooe  of  the  eqtud  rights^  a»  %  distinct  tbird 
poMlioftl  party,  was  iio?r  drawing  to  a  close.  Previoua  to 
the  elbc^  in  November^  1887,  it  aaialgamated  with  the 
two  other  great  |)arties«  In  the  city  of  New-York^  an 
immenae  majority  of  the  loco-fqco  party  fell  back  into  the 
ranka  of  the  democratic  party. 

I  have  iome  where  before  remarked,  that  three  parties 
can  not,  for  any  conaiderable  time,  exist  m  a  state  ;  but 
there  were  one  or  two  prominent  causes  which  hastened 
the  annihilation  of  the  loco*foco  party.  The  first  I  shall 
mention,  was  Mr.  Van  Buren's  message  to  coog^ss  at  the 
extra  session  of  September,  1837,  which  was  received  with 
the  entire  and  cordial  ^approbation  of  the  equal  rights 
party.  What  rendered  it  the  more  pleasing  to  that  party, 
^  was  that,  if  it  did  not  place  the  president  in  an  attitude  of 
war  against  the  banks,  it  at  all  events  placed  the  banks  in 
a  bellrgerent  attitude  against  him. 

Al  though  the  party  had  existed  for  nearly  two  years  in 
the  city,  very  few  persons  in  the  country  had  joined  their 
standard.  The  prospect  therefore,  of  becoming  a  suc- 
cessful state  party  without  the  aid  of  the  entire  whig  party, 
was  extremely  retpote,  if  not  perfectly  hopeless.  How 
much  the  loco-foco  party  could  depend  on  the  whigs  to 
carry  out  their  principles,  was  evinced  by  the  conduct  of 
Tailmadge  and  Curtis,  who  no  sooner  had  obtained  their 
election,  than  they  seemed  to  be  in.  haste  to  convince  their 
loco*foco  friends  that  they  did  not  intend  to  be  bound  by 
their  pledges.  I  am  assured  by  a  gentleman  perfecUy  well 
acquainted  with  the  political  action  of  the  loco-focos,  that 
"  the  political  course  of  fidward  Curtis  and  F.  A.  TaU- 
madge  so  displeased  the  equal  rights  party  as  disposed  it 
more  than  any  thing  else  to  a  re-union  with  the  democratic 
republican  party.'*  Committees  of  conference  were  cre- 
ated as  well  by  the  Tammany  as  by  the  equal  rights  party; 
several  friendly  meetings  were  held  between  these  coa»* 


mittees  as  the  representatives  of  their  respectiTe  parties, 
and  finally  a  declaration  of  principles,  drawn  by  the  equal 
rights  men>  was  formally  adopted  by  the  general  commitr 
tee  of  Tammany  Hall)  and  the  union  was  effected  in  Oc- 
tober, 1887. 

A  correspondent  possessing  a  highly  enlightened  and 
philosophic  mind,  after  speaking  of  the  loco-foco  party, 
adds — ''The  workingmen's  party  and  the  equal  rightp 
party  have  operated  as  causes  producing  effects  that  will 
9bape  the  course  of  the  two  great  parties  of  the  United 
States,  and  consequently  the  destinies  of  this  great  repub* 
lie  The  mere  party  politician  cannot  see  this ;  but  to 
him  who  discerns  the  philosophy  of  historical  events,  it 
will  be  of  deep  interest" 
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CHAPTERXLII. 

nOU  MNUAEY  I,  lB3i,  TODXOEMBBS,  IMA. 

The  legislature  assembled  on  the  Ist  day  of  Janoary, 
1889. 

George  W.  Pattefson,  of  livingtoo  eountj,  was  cho* 
sen  speaker.  He  received  seventy-nine  votes  and  was 
elected ;  forty-one  i/oXeiT  were  given  to  Thomi»  Arm- 
strong, the  democratfc  Candidate,  and  one  vote  was  given 
to  James  R.  Lawten6e,  W  Onondaga,  probably  by  Mr. 
Patterson.  I  cannot  name  Mr.  Lawrence  without  stepping 
to  add,  even  in  this  brief  sketch,  that  he  was  one  of  the 
most  candid,  upright  and  useful  members  of  that  house. 

The  governor's  message,  though  obnoxious  to  the  com- 
plaint I  have  so  often  made  in  relation  to  similar  commu- 
nications, in  being  too  long,  was  an  able  document,  and 
written  in  an  easy  and  elegant  style.  In  the  first  part  of 
it  he  made  several  insinuations  against  the  party  which 
lately  had  had  possession  of  the  state  government,  and  in- 
deed in  various  other  parts  are  to  be  found  pretty  severe 
reflections  upon  their  policy.  He  intimates  an  opinion 
that  too  much  power  and  patronage,  and  too  great  a  lati- 
tude of  discretion  had  been  conferred  on  the  canal  com- 
missioners. On  that  supject  he  makes  the  following  judi- 
ciouns  remarks: 

"With  the  extension  of  our  internal  improvements,  there 
has  been  an  immense  and  unlocked  for  enlargment  of  the 
financial  operations  and  the  official  power  and  patronage 
of  the  canal  commissioners  and  the  canal  board.  These 
operations  are  conducted,  and  this  power  and  patronage 
exercised  and  dispensed  with  few  of  those  requirements  as 
to  accountability  and  publicity  enforced  with  scrupulous 
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care  in  every  other  department  of  the  government  So 
inconsistent  and  unequal  are  the  best  efforts  to  maintain 
simplicity,  uniformity  and  accountability  throughout  the 
various  departments,  that  a  great,  mysterious  and  unde- 
fined power  has  thus  grown  up  unobserved,  while  the  pub- 
lic attention  has  exhausted  itself  in  narrowly  watching  the 
action  of  more  unimportant  functionaries.  It  is  a  propo- 
sition worthy,  of  consideration,  whether  greater  economy 
and  efficiency  in  the  management  of  our  present  public 
works,  would  not  be  secured  ;  a  wiser  direction  given  to 
efforts  for  internal  improvement  throughout  the  state,  and 
a  more  equsA  diffusion  ot  its  advantaged  be  effected  by 
constituting  a  board  of  iiKernal  improvements,  to  consist 
of  one.  member  from  each  senate  district  This  board 
might  \>e  divided  into  two  classes,  the  term  of  one  of 
which  should  expire  annually.  It  should  discharge  all 
the  duties  of  the  present  canal  board  ;  should  audit  all 
accounts,  6ave  the  general  superintendence  of  the  canals, 
and  at(  other  public  works,  with  powers  of  investigation 
in  regard  to  those  in  which  the  state  has  an  interest  by 
loan  or  otherwise;  report  upon  all  special  applications  for 
surveys,  or  aid,  and  annually  submit  a  detailed  statement 
of  its  proceedings  to  the  legislati^re.  It  is  the  worst  econ* 
omy  to  devolve  upon  officers  constituted  for  one  depart- 
nent,  duties  appurtenant  to  othe^rs.  Its  universal  results 
are  diminished  responsibility  and  diminished  efficiency  in 
both  the  principal  and  incidental  departments." 

On  the  subject  of  the  lunatic ,  asylum,  then  being  con- 
structed, the  governor  expresses  his  sentiments  in  a  man- 
ner very  impressive.  He  says,  ''Among  all  His  blessings, 
none  calls  so  loudly  for  gratitude  to  God  as  the  preserva- 
tion of  our  reason.  Of  all  the  inequalities  in  the  sociat 
condition,  there  is  none  so  affecting  as  its  privation.  He 
sees  fit  to  cast  upon  our  benevoLnt  care  those  whom  he 
visits  with  that  fearful  affliction.     It  would  be  alike  un- 
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feeling  and  ungrateful  to  withhold  i|.    I^et  then  thb  noUe 
charity  be  carried  forward." 

He  recommenda  important  reforms  in  our  judicary  es- 
tablishment He  speaks  in  terms  of  high  commendation 
of  the  system  of  free  banking.  He  disppproves  of  tax- 
ation for  the  purpose  of  internal  improvement,  but  he  re- 
commends the  speedy  enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal,  and 
suggests  various  other  improvements  by  roads  and  canals. 
He  proposes  three  great  lines  of  railroad  through  the 
Jtate,  a  northern,  middle  and  southern,  and  he,  in  sub- 
stance, endorses  the  report  of  Mr.  Ruggles  to  the  assem- 
bly in  the  session  of  1838,  in  respect  to  the  finances  of 
the  state,  and  its  true  policy  in  relation  to  the  construo- 
ticm  of  railroads  and  canals.  In  allusion  to  the  past 
achievments  of  the  state,  he  makes  the  following  just  re- 
marks ;  and  every  New  Yorker  must  feel  a  laudable  state 
pride,  because  they  are  just : 

''  History  furnishes  no  parallel  to  the  financial  achieve- 
ments of  this  state.  It  surrendered  its  share  in  the  na- 
tional domain,  and  relinquished  for  the  general  welfare  all 
the  revenues  of  its  foreign  commerce,  equal  generally  to 
two-thirds  of  the  entire  expenditure  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment. It  has  nevertheless  sustained  the  expenses  of  its 
own  administration,  founded  and  endowed  a  broad  system 
of  education,  charitable  institutions  for  every  class  of  the 
unfortunate,  and  a  penitentiary  establishpient  which  is 
adopted  as  a  model  by  civilized  nations.  It  has  increased 
four-fold  the  wealth  of  its  citizens,  and  relieved  them 
from  direct  taxation  ;  and  in  addition  to  all  this  has  carried 
forward  a  stupendous  enterprise  of  improvement,  all  the 
while  diminishing  its  debts,  magnifying  its  credit,  and  aug- 
menting its  resources." 

He  adds,  with  great  propriety,  and  what  ought  never  to 
be  forgotten,  that : 
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**  This  cheering  view  of  our  conditioa  ought  to  encour- 
age neither  prodigality  of  expenditure  nor  legislation  of 
doubtful  expediency.  All  appropriations  jfor  purposes  of 
ioteroal  improveanent  ought  to  be  made  witli  a  view  and 
constant  purpose  to  call  into  co-operation  individual  capi- 
tal and  enterprise.  Rigid  economy  ought  to  be  enforced, 
and  perfect  accountability  exacted,  in  this  as  in  eveiy 
other  department  of  the  public  service." 

The  governor  closes  his  message  with  the  following 
very  handsome  tribute  of  respect  to  the  merits  of  the  late 
Gov.  Clinton  :        . 

**  It  is  now  eleven  years  since  this  state  was  suddenly 
called  to  mourn  the  death  of  a  citizen,  who  illustrated  her  . 
history  by  a  life  of  eminent  public  usefulness.  His  death 
happened  in  the  maturity  of  his  manhood,  and  while  yet 
the  wisdom  of  his  policy  and  the  purity  of  his  mptives 
were  loudly  questioned.  Experience  has,  more  rapidly 
than  the  almost  inspired  enthusiasm  of  his  genius  antici- 
pated, sanctioned  the  one,  and  posterity  has  made  extra- 
ordinary haste  to  vindicate  the  other.  His  remains  still 
i^st  in  that  vault  of  a  private  friend  which  hospitably  re- 
ceived them  as  a  sacred  trust,  until  an  auspicious  period 
for  more  fitting  public  obsequies  should  arrive.  He  is  un- 
derstood to  have  left  to  his  children  no  inheritance  but 
what  they  enjoy  in  common  with  all  their  fellow-citizens — 
his  fame  and  abounding  pubiic  prosperity.  The  custom 
of  honoring  the  dead  commends  itself  to  the  natural  sen- 
timents of  mankind  ;  and  although  in  ignorant  and  de- 
praved countries  it  has  been  abused  by  the  erection  of 
pyramids,  and  temples,  and  tombs,  to  preserve  the  ashes 
of  tyrants,  it  cannot,  among  an  enlightened  people^  be 
otherwise  than  right  and  expedient  to  perpetuate  the  me* 
mory  of  public  benefactors,  and  thus  stimulate  and  en- 
ooorage  emulation  of  their  deeds.  Our  state  early  fol- 
lowed the  good   example,  by  providing  a  tomb  for  the 
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ashes  of  a  gallant  soldier  who  fell  in  her  service  in  a  for- 
eign land.  It  cannot  be  too  often  remembered  or  practi- 
cally illustrated,  that  worthy  as  military  renown  is  of  pos- 
thumous honors,  ciiric  virtues  less  frequently  attain  tbehr 
just  reward  ;  that  statesmen  pass  an  ordeal  more  trying 
than  the  field  of  battle,  and  that  the  history  of  this  state 
records  the  fame  of  many  valiant  generals,  white  it  has 
witnessed  only  one  personification  of  the  genius  and  vir 
tues  of  De  Witt  Clintojt..  I  therefore  respectfully  re- 
commend thsit  the  ashes  of  that  illustrious  citizen  be  de- 
posited underneath  a  monument  to  be  erected  in  this  city.'' 
In  pursuance  of  this  earnest  recommendation,  a  few  days 
after  the  opening  of  the  session,  a  bill  was  originated  in 
the  assembly,  which  provided  for  the  erection  of  the  pro- 
posed monument ;  but  it  failed  of  being  passed  into  a  law. 
Many  af  the  democratic  members  professed  to  believe  thai 
in  a  republican  government,  it  was  unwise  to  establish  a 
precedent  for  tlie  erection  of  monuments  in  favor  of  any 
individual ;  and  that  it  tended  to  a  species  of  man  worship; 
others,  who  were  really  opposed  to  the  bill,  in  order  to 
defeat  it,  proposed  amendments,  providing  for  the  erection 
of  monuments  to  other  distinguished  deceased  statesmen. 
Thus,  Mr.  Hunt*  of  Oneida,  moved  that  the  committee 
charged  with  that  part  of  the  governor's  message  which 
related  to  a  monument  to  be  erected  over  the  remains  of 
De  Witt  Clinton,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  greeting  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  General 
Herkimer ;  and  Mr.  Enos  of  Madison,  ofiered  a  like  reso- 
lution  in  respect  to  George  Clinton.  The  fact  was,  that 
many  of  (he  political  friends  of  the  governor,  as  well  as  a 
portion  of  the  democratic  members  of  the  assembly,  had 
been  very  actively  opposed  to  Mr.  Clinton  in  his  life  time, 

*MftHiiiittoafnitte»Mioniber»l.aii4  entergedTMwB  and  mtrtiifv  ban.  •■« 
probably  wm,  governed  by  other  moUves  tban  tbow  aKribed  to  hln  In  the  tm. 


9mi  oM  would  think,  tb^  romaios  oi  old  ftnejadices  on 
their  miDdB,  leadered  thera  indisposMi  to  curry  into  efiect 
this.  reoomskefidatioB  <tf  Mr.  Seward. 

During  4h9  mofttb  of  Januai^,  the  exceUent  and  aooiable 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  died  after  a  long  and  lingering 
iUnesck  No  citizen  of  Albany,  or  perhqw  of  the  state, 
.ever  did,  or  it  may  be,  ever  will  depart  this  life  more  uni- 
versally, more  deeply  and  more  sincerely  lamented  than 
thia  excellent  man.  He  viras  the  friend  d*  the  poor,  and  a 
bright  exaeople  to  the  rich  ;  a  benevolent  and  useful  citi- 
aen  ;  a  Christian  and  a  patriot. 

Mr.  Taylor  of  Oneida^  wbfQ  had  last  year  distinguished 
himself  for  his  opposition  to  the  small  biU  law,  on  the  first 
business  day  of  the  present  session,  gave  notice  that  he 
should  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  unconditional  repeal  of  that 
law,  and  the  next  day  brought  in  such  biH.  A  few  dajrs 
afterwards,  Mr.  Skinner,  a  democratic  senator  from  the 
fifth  district,  introdueed  mto  '  the  senate  a  similar  bill. 
Thus  it  was,  that  the  leaders  of  the  two  parties  seemed  to 
be  running  a  race  for  pc^ularity  t>n  the  small  bill  que»- 
•tion.  The  bill  brought  in  by  Mr. .  Taylor,  eventually 
passed  both  bouses  and  became  a  law«  Mr.  Young  and 
Mr.  Spraker  were  the  only  members  of  the  senate  who 
voted  against  it 

In  politica, .  apparently  trifling  causes  frequently  pro- 
duce great  ajsd  momentous  results ;  and,  as  if  in  confirmap 
lion  of  the  truth  of  this  portion,  there  are  many  who 
believe  thai  a  refusal  to  pass  a.  law  in  1937,  authorizing 
the  banks  to  issue  smidi  bills,  produced  th^  politseal  revo- 
lution vrhich  occurred  in  this  atate  in  the  auiumn  of  that 
year.  This  is  my  apology  for  troubling  the  reader  with  so 
Oftinute  an  account  of  the  proceedings  in  the  legislature  on 
Ihat  subjeet 

On  the  dlst  January  a  whig. legislative cauduawtti  hirid 
ibr  the  nomination  of  state  officers. 
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;  The  offioera  whote  canfltitutional  term  of  oAoe  expireid 
this  year,  were  the  secretary  of  state,  comptroller,  treasa- 
rer  and  attorney  general.  The  state  printer  and  canal 
commissioners  held  their  appointments  by  virtue  of  a  law, 
or  by  ooncurrent  resolutions.  No  change,  therefore,  couM 
be  made  in  those  offices  without  the  oonsent  of  the  senate, 
and  it  was  well  known  that  a  majority  of  that  body  would 
not  consent  to  the  removal  cf  Mr.  Croswell,  or  to  any 
change  in  the  board  of  canal  commissioners.  The  treasu- 
rer (Dr*  Barstow,)  was  a  whig,  but  he  either  not  being 
satisfied  with. his  residence  at  Albany,  which  the  discharge 
of  his  official  duties  required,  or  which  is  more  probable, 
dissatisfied  with  the  course  dnd  policy  of  the  whig  party, 
refused  to  continue  longer  in  office.  I  have  had  eoc»- 
sion  to  speak,  of  his  merits  as  a  legislator,  and  I  will 
only  add  now,  that  he  was  a  vigilant,  faithful  and  compe- 
tent state  officer. 

Some  portion  of  the  whig  party  were  not  entirely  satis- 
fied to  continue  Mr.  Talimadge  in  the  United  States  senate, 
(for  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  his  term  was  to  ex/pive 
on  the  4th  of  March,  1839) ;  but  it  was  contended  thai 
much  of  the  whig  success  in  the  state  had  been  produced 
by  his  effisrtSt  and  that  the  party  were  bound  to  re-elect 
him  as  an  evidence  of  their  gratitude  for  those  services. 
I  ought  further  to  add,  what  all  parties  admit,  that  Mr. 
Tdlmadge  possessed  talents  and  industry  wiiich  rendered 
him  an  efficient  member  of  the  senate.  Another  consideN 
ation,  which  I  presume  had  considerable  influence  on  the 
minds  of  intelligent  and  leading  whigs  was,  that  the  presi- 
dential election  was  rapidly  approaching,  and  the  prospect 
of  defeating  the  election  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  in  a  greal 
measure  founded  on  the  influence  and  efficient  exertions  of 
the  conservatives  in  this  state  and  in  the  nation.  WouM 
nbx  a  refosal  to  re-elect  Mr.  Talimadge  tend  to  paralyze 
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Ifaote  ^exertieDsT    IViese,  among  other  condderationB^  pro- 
duced a  strong  vote  in  caucus  in  his  favor. 

The  whigs  were  much  divided  in  respect  to  the  most 
pfoper  person  to  be  selected  as  attorney  general.  Joshua 
A.  Spencer  of  Utica,  was  spoken  of  as  a  perfectly  fii  man 
for  the  office,  being  well  known  as  a  sound  and  able  lawyer; 
and  as  such  his  friends  urged  his  appointment  He  has  few, 
if  any,  superiors  in  the  state  or  nation.  Samuel  Stevens  of 
Albany,  now  one  of  the  most  eloquent  and  able  advocates 
in  the  state,  was  announced  as  a  candidate.  But  the 
southern  whig»  were  in  general  zealous  supporters  of  Wil- 
lis Hall,  of  New-York.  At  the  caucus,  Mr.  Spencer^s 
name  as  a  candidate  was  finally  withdrawn,  and  the  ballot 
was  taken  between  Mr.  Hall  and  Mr.  Stevens,  the  result 
of  which,  as  reported  in  the  Argus,  was  that  the  former 
received  forty-five  and  the  latter  forty-two  votes,  where- 
upon Hall  was  declared  duly  nominated.  Some  complaint 
was  made  of  the  appointment,  because  Mr.  Hall  had  never 
been  in  extensive  practice  in  the  state,  and  was  scarcelj^ 
known  as  a  counsellor  of  the  supreme  court,  while  Mr. 
Stevens  and  Mr.  Spencer  had  been  long  in  full  and  exten- 
sive practice.  Mr.  Hall,  however,  is  a  mild,  modest  man, 
of  considerable  legal  learning  and  talent,  and  distinguished 
Hterary  attainments.  He  has,  I  believe,  discharged  his 
official  duties  with  competent  ability  and  great  fidelity. 
John  C.  Spencer,  with  whom  the  reader  is  Well  acquaint- 
ed, and  of  whom,  therefore,  I  need  not  speak,  was  nomi- 
nated secretary  of  state.  Bates  Cooke,  of  Niagara  county, 
had  been  a  member  of  congress,  and  held  a  very  good 
standing  in  the  part  of  the  state  in  which  he  resided.  He' 
had  been  a  leading  and  efficient  anti-mason,  as  will  be  seeti 
by  reference  to  the  chapter  which  is  intended  to  give  the 
political  history  of  that  party.  It  is  not  improbable  that 
one  reason  which  led  to  his  nomination  for  the  office  of 
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Jacob  Haight,  pf  Qren^ne  loouQly^.  was  ad^tbdfdr  state 
treasuren  It  will  be  mcollQCted  Uiat  Mn  Haight  imp 
elected  a  fenatoc  for  the  Ibird  district,  bf  what  was 
theii  called  the  bucktail  j/fiort/y^  ahd.  that  in  1^4,  he  be* 
longed  to  the  people's  pajtty.  «  He  w^  ai  warm  aupportar 
of  John  Quincy  Adama,  Init  no  man.  was  more  faostife  to 
Governor  Clinton  and  t()et  Ciiatoniaii  party  than  he.  la 
1824,  his  feelings  became  equally  embittered  i^imI  the 
majority  of  the  bqcktail  party  in  oonaequenoe  of  ttieif 
aupport  of  Mr.  Crawford,  and  he  haa.  never  since  acted 
with  them*  These  gentlemeii,  on  a  joint  meeting  of  the 
two  houses,  were  all  elected  for  the  respective  offices  for 
which  they  had  been  nominated,  except  Mn  l^Umadge. 

Mr.  T.  was  nominated  iq  the  aissembly  by  the  votes  of 
all  the  whig  members,  but  the  majority  in  the  senate  re* 
.fused  to  make  any  nomination. 

On  the  first  attempt  to  nominate  in  that  bouse,  Tal^ 
madge  received  thirteen  votos,  the  precise  number  ot 
whigs  in  the  senate  ;  and  of  eighieen  votes  given  by  that 
number  of  democratic  senators,  only  two  were  given  fon 
the  same  individual.  Four  other  attempts  were  made,  or 
pretended  to  be  made,  to  nominate  a  senates,  but  thereauif 
was  the  same.  On  the  sixth  attempt  to  nominate,  twa  de- 
mocrats happening  to  vote  for  Mr.  Samuel  Beardsley,  aO 
the  whigs  voted  for  him,  and  he  came  within  one  vote  of 
being  nominated.  The  senate  then  discontinued  all  tar- 
ther  show  of  attempting  to  nominate, -the  majority  claim*' 
ing  that  that  body  possessed,  in  all  respects,  a'power  eqod 
to  the  assembly  in  choosing  a  sen8t6ry  and  that  the  choice 
ought  to  be  made  by  joint  resolution.'  This  was  prebtaely' 
the  same  ground  as  was  taken  in  1B25,  in  pursiiance,  I* 
presume  of  the  advice  of  Lieutebtot  Govehior  Talhnadge, 
to  defeat  the  election  of  Judge  Spencer,  under  circum 
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stances  estetty  similar.  Mr.  Paige,  m  the  of^an  of  ttie 
majority,  made  a  labored  and  learned  report  in  justifica- 
tion of  their  course.  My. opinion  on  this  question  has 
been  betetofore  fully  and  freely  expressed.  No  senator 
was  ohosen  by  this  legislature. 

The  death  of  Geo.  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  left  a  vacanay 
in  the  board  of  canal  commissioners,  which  was  supplied  by 
the  appointment  of  Samuel  B.  Buggies,  of  New*-York, 
the  celebrated  author  of  the  report  of  1686,  on  internal 
inKprovements. 

In  (he  early  part  of  this  winter,  James  Porter,  Esq., 
register  in  chancery,  died.  This  office,  before  the  late 
law,  which  has  taken  from  the  register  his  perquisites  and 
allowed  him  in  lieu  of  it  a  salary,  was  one  of  the  most 
lucrative  in  the  state.  Mr.  Porter  was  an  estimable  officer, 
courteous  and  kind  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties, 
and  beloved  and  respected.as  a  citizen.  Upon  his  death, 
the  chancellor  tendered  the  office  to  Mr.  Flagg,  but  he 
probably  being  then  assured  that  he  should  be  appointed. 
•as  he  shortly  after  was,  post-master  at  Albany,  declined 
it.  The  chancellcur  then  ofiered  the  appointment  to  Siitn- 
uel  L.  Edwards,  a  senator  from  the  seventh  district,  who 
was  dissuaded  by  his  political  friends  from  accepting  it, 
as  from  the  state  of  public  opinion  in  that  district,  if  the 
place  of  Mr.  Edwards,  as  senator,  was  then  vacated,  an- 
other  whig  member  would  have  been  brought  into  the 
senate.  After  these  two  refusals,  the  chancellor  appointed 
his  son-in-law,  the  present  register,  Mr.  J.  M.  Davison. 

The  legislature  adjourned  on  the  7th  May. 

The  anticipation  of  the  gubernatorial  and  presidential 
elections,  although  nearly  two  years  were  to  elapse  before 
those  elections  were  to  take  place,  caused  a  very  high 
degree  of  political  excitement  during  this  session ;  and  the 
majority  in  the  two  houses  of  the  legislature  being  politi- 
cally adverse  to  each  other,  very  few  laws  of  general  im- 
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portance  were  paMed  It  is,  however,  honorable  to  both 
partien,  that  even  during  the  fervor  of  the  party^  heat 
which  raged  at  this  period,  they  cordially  united  to  devise, 
and  finally  passed,  an  act  '<  to  preserve  the  purity  of  elec- 
tions," which  has  had,  and  will  continue  to  have,  a  very 
salutary  effect  in  excluding  from  the  polls  fraudoleot 
voters. 

The  president,  before  the  adjournment  of  eongress, 
appointed  Harmanus  Bleecker  of  Albany,  who  was  then  on 
a  visit  to  Holland,  American  charge  d*  afiaires  at  the 
Hague.  Mr.  Bleecker  is  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  most 
ancient  and  respectable  Dutch  families  of  Albany.  He 
had  l(»ig  held  a  distinguished  rank  at  the  bar  as  a  learned 
and  able  lawyer ;  and  such  was  the  purity  of  his  character 
and  his  mild  and  kind  deportment^  that  he  had  not,  nor 
has  he  nbw,  a  penKmal  enemy  among  the  whole  circle  of 
his  extensive  acquaintance.  The  appointment  was,  theise- 
fore  universally  popular. 

The  president,  not  long  after,  appointed  William  Le^ 
gett,  former  editor  of  the  Evening  Post,  and  more  recently 
conductor  of  a  weekly  political  paper  in  New- York,  called 
"The  Plaindealer,*'  on  a  mission  to  one  of  the  South 
American  states.  A  few  days  after  receiving  this  appoint- 
ment, Mr.  Leggett  died  at  his  residence  in  the  country,  in 
the  thirty-ninth  year  of  his  age. 

Of  the  talents  o  *  Mr.  liCggett  as  a  writer,  or  of  has 
great  and  gigantic  intellectual  powers,  I  need  not  spekk. 
They  are  well  known  to  the  reading  public.  His  defects 
as  a  politician  consisted  in  the  common  error  of  men  of 
genius  and  ardent  imagination,  who  see,  or  think  they  see, 
clearly  the  truth  of  the  positjlons  they  undertake  to  advo- 
cate. Mr.  Leggett's  abhorrence  of  monopolies,  and  the 
abuse  of  their  powers  by  chartered  companies,  sometimes 
hurried  him  into  ultraism  on  currency  questions  ;  and  his 
ardor  in  the  cause  of  liberty  and  his  sacred  regard  for  bu- 
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man  rights,  fovoad  faim  into  4lie  rapport  ^  the  doctrmes  of 
the  aboUtioQista.  Ahhough  a  warm  firi^d  and  sapporter  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  he  had,  in  his  Plaindealery  animadverted 
with  uncommon  severity  on  that  part  ef  Mr.  Van  Barents 
maugoral  address  which  related  to  the  aboKtion  of  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia.  After  the  puUication  of 
these  animadversions,  his  appointment  to  an  important 
diplomatic  station  by  the  president,  was  as  honorable  to 
Mr.  Van  Bureo,  as  it  was  well  merited  by  the  great  and 
apieodid  talwts  and  acknowledged  patriotism  of  Mr.  Leg- 
gett 

During  the  summer,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  for  tiM  first  time 
mnce  his  election,  visited  the  state  of  New-YorL  He 
travelled  through  the  state,  stopping  at  all  the  principal 
cities  and  villages.  He  waaevery  where  met  and  greeted 
by  vast  crowds  of  people  of  both  sexes,  and  f<dIowed  by 
processions  of  citizens.  ^ 

I  have  some  where  before  observed,  that  Mr.  Van 
Buren  was  always  extremely  careful  to  avoid  giving  cause 
to  any  man  to  be  his  personal  enemy,  and  I  am  quite  sure, 
be  had  as  few  personal  enemies  as  any  man  who  had  acted  so 
busy  a  part  on  the  theatre  of  life.  Mr.  Van  Buren,  too,  was 
habitually  kind  and  prepossessing,  in  his  intercourse  with 
all  men.  No  man  observed  more  carefully,  and  practised 
with  better  taste,  the  courtesies  of  social  life.  But  with 
all  these  advantages,  I  doubt  much  whether,  by  this  visit, 
he  increased  the  number  of  his  friends  in  the  state. 

Unfortunately,  in  an  address  made  to  htm  by  Mr.  Ed- 
monds, former  st^te  senator,  upon  his  arrival  at  New 
York,  he  made  some  remarks  which  rendered  it  necessary 
for  Mr.  Van  Buren,  in  his  reply,  to  speak  of  political  par- 
ties and  his  own  political  fiiends  in  this  state,  and  of 
course  to  express  his  strong  attachment  to  those  friends. 
This  gave  occasion  to  the  wbigs  to  represent  that  instead 
of  coming  on  a  visit  to  the  wlide  people,  as  a  preaident 
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of  the  Uoked  States  ought  to  do,  he  was  on  an  eledioR- 
eering  tour  for  the  able  pnrpose  of  stimuUitiiig  his  friends 
to  more  active  exertions,  and  of  recrahtng  their  dilapidated 
ranks  by  proselyles'whoin  he  was  to  gain  from  bis'poKtte^ 
oppohents.  Hence  erery  thing  be  did,  and  every  word 
.  he  .uttered,  was  the  ^u^ect  of  the  most  crhical  and  jealous 
scrutiny.  Besides,  among  the  vast  numfoer  of  bis  oid  ac- 
quaintance and  friend  belonging  to  the  democratic  parly 
whom  he  met  or  who  called  upon  him,  it  was  impossible 
but  that  some  of  them  should  experience  some  real  or 
imagined  neglect.  Neglect  from  the  man  for  whom  you 
are  daily  oontending,  and  for  the  support  of  whom,  per- 
haps you  are  suffering  some  degree  of  persecution,  the 
common  mind  can  neither  forgive  nor  forget.  It  is  a  dan- 
gerous experiment  for  a  candidate  for  popular  favor  to  go 
among  the  people,  unless  he  can  have  time  and  opportu- 
nity toT  devote  an  equal  degree  of  attention  to  each  and  ail 
of  his  friends. 

The  state  elections  through  the  United  States,  held  du- 
ring the  present  summer  and  autumn,  terminated  highly 
•favorable  to  the  general  administration.  Such  had  been 
the  result  of  the  election  of  members  of  the  house  of  rep- 
resentatives in  the  several  states,  that  if  the  next  presiden- 
tial election  should  be  carried  into  that  house,  the  vote  of 
a  majority  of  the  states  would  be  cast  for  Mr,  Van  Buren. 
This  reduced  the  whigs  to  the  necessity  of  holding  up  but 
one  presidential  candidate  ;  and  such  were  the  discordant 
materials  of  which  that  party  in  the  nation  was  composed, 
that  it  was  supposed  they  could  not  unite  on  any  one  can- 
didate ;  and  therefere  before  Mr.  Van  Buren  Isft  New- 
York,  intelligent  men  of  both  parties,  1  believe,  conceded 
that  if  his  re-election  was  not  certain,  it  was  at  least 
highly  probable. 

But  the  result  of  the  November  election  in  this  stale 
disappointed  and'  disheartened   the  flieDds  of  Mr.  Van 
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Bureo  in  tbot  sister  states,  while  H  snimAt^  with  &esh 
courage  and  added  new  vigor  to  the  wtiigSk  Althoygh  tbo 
whig  majority  in  the  assembly  was  considerably  dimin- 
ished, the  result  of  the  election  for  senator  in  the  third 
district  in  favor  of  the  whigs,  where  there  were  tbree  va** 
cancies,  gavie  that  party  a  n^^jority  in  that  body.  .U.ntU 
this  election^  the  democratic  party  had  held  a  majority  in 
thai  perman0nl  branch  of  the  le^slaiqre  since  the  year 
1818.  It  was  to  them  a  mighty  and  appalling  change. 
The  election  in  the  third  district  was  very  close,  that  vete- 
ran politician  Gen.  Erastus  Root,  being  declared  elected 
by  a  majority  of  some  four  or  five  votes  only.* 
The  senators  elected  were  : 


Prom  the  First  District,  Minthorne  Tompkios,  a  son 

of  the  late  vice-president, 

"            Second    do., 

John  Hunter, 

«            Third      do.. 

Mitchell  Sanford, 

Friend  Humphrey,  and 

Erastus  Root, 

"            Fourth    do., 

James  G.  Hopkins, 

«            Fifth        do., 

Sumner  Ely, 

"            Sixth       do., 

Andrew  B.  Dickinson, 

"            Seventh  do., 

Mark  H.  Sibley, 

"            Eighth    do., 

Abraham  Dixon. 

The  members  elected  from  the  first,  second  and  fifth 
districts  were  democrats ;  those  from  the  five  other  districts 
were  whigs.  Judge  Spencer  was  first  nominated  as  the 
whig  candidate  in  the  seventh  district,  but  decKned  ;  after 
which  Mr.  Sibley  was  nominated  and  elected. 


*Mr.  Friend  Humphrey,  of  Albany,  obtatned  a  much  Kronger  vote  than  any  of  the 
Olber  eandidates.  At  a  citizen  Mr.  Humphrey  is  universally,  hIgUy  and  deaervedly  et- 
ttHDed.  It  if.  I  hope,  no  evidence  of  a  want  of  respect  <br  tbe  other  candldalM,  m 
express  an  opinion  that  in  so  close  an  election  the  personal  popularity  of  Mr.  Hunipbregr 
iieuied  itemoeepor  the  whig  tiekci  in  the  third  dtotrlsi. 
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A  tettonal  cM veolmf  for  the  Aomittatioft  of  «i^  cuidi* 
dates  for  presideiit  and  ▼ioe-preakUnl^  had  bean*  appotnted 
to  be  b^Id  at  Hanriibufg  on  the  let  of  December. 

Mr.  Webgtefy  who  probably  was  the  favorite  candidate 
of  the  eastern  states,  had  written,  while  on  a-  European 
toar,  from  London,  in  the  summer  of  1839,  that  he  decIiiH 
ed  being  a  candidate.  The  southern  whigs  did  not  bring 
forward  any  oandidato  from  that  sectien)  which  left  llie 
field  dear  for  the  two  western  candidates,  Mr.  Clay  and 
Gen.  Harrison.  The  former  was  unquestionably  the  fa* 
vorite  candidate  of  the  great  mass  of  the  whig  party  ia 
the  nation  and  especially  of  the  whigs  ^  the  state  of 
New-York.  But  shortly  before  the  convention  a  portion 
of  the  whigs  in  this  state,  for  some  cause  not  necessary 
here  to  be  stated,  started  Gen.  Scott,  of  Virginia,  as  a 
candidate.  Mr.  Charles  King,  of  the  New- York  Ameri- 
can, was  one  of  his  most  zealous  and  influential  advo- 
cates. The  delegation  from  New- York  state  to  the  con- 
vention were  divided,  part  being  for  Clay,  part  for  Scott, 
and  some  I  believe  for  Harrison.  When  the  convention 
assembled,  there  was  so  much  dissention  among  them  that 
some  time  elapsed  before  a  majority  could  be  obtained  in 
favor  of  any  candidate,  but  the  frienib  of  Scott  finally 
withdrew  him  and  supported  Harrison,  who  was  nominat- 
ed, about  ninety  votes  having,  on  the  last  ballot,  been 
given  to  Henry  Clay;  John  Tyler  <^  Virginia,  a  support- 
er of  Mr.  Clay's  oominatian,  was  recommended  to  be  sup? 
ported  for  vice-president  It  is  remarkable  that  the  cod- 
vention  dissolved  without  adopting  any  resolutions  <^  pnbr 
lishing  any  address  to  set  forth  the  principles  upon  which 
their  candidates,  if  elected,  would  administer  the  govern- 
ment, or  any  reasons  why  they  ought  to  be  preferred  to  the 
then  incumbents. 

When  this  nomination  was  announced  in  this  state,  it 
elevated  the  hopes  of  the  democrats  and  depressed  the 


mpectatioM  of  the  whigi.  Hmpimm  had,  at  the  liifft 
fmsideDtiaLdectioD,  been  a  defeated  caiHUdate,  and  many 
Whigs  doubted  his  capacity  to  discharge  properly  the  du- 
ties of  the  supreme  national  exeeutiye.  Subsequent 
events  proved  that  the  impressions  of  both  parties  were 
erroneous,  and  that  the  partiality  in  this  country  for  mili- 
tary fame  exists,  as  I  have  before  observed,  to  as  great  an 
extent  as  in  any  other. 

The  legislature  assembled  on  the  seventh  of  January, 
1B40.  Mr.  Patterson  was  re-elected  speaker  against  Mr. 
L.  S.  Chatfield,  a  member  from  the  county  of  Otsego.  Mr. 
Chatfield,  when  he  entered  the  assembly  in  1889,  was  en- 
tirely inexperienced  in  legislation  and  in  public  life,  but 
be  soon  afibrded  evidence  of  vigorous  intellectual  power 
and  a  clear  and  remarkably  logical  mind.  His  talents^ 
zeal  and  firmness  soon  placed  him  in  the  front  rank  of  the 
little  band  of  democrats  who  that  year  were  elected  to  the 
assembly.  He  was  charged  with  being  ultra  democratic 
and  an  over  zeak>us  partizan.  But  if  this  allegation  was 
well  founded,  it  is  an  error  common  to  young  and  ardent, 
but  hmiest  politicians.  The  result  of  the  vote  was,  for 
Patterson  sixty-eight,  Chatfield  fifty-six. 

The  governor's  message  occupies  thirty-one  pages  of 
the  journal  of  the  senate. 

He  informs  the  legislature  that  the  nett  prooeeds  of  the 
tolls  received  from  the  canals,  without  takmg  into  ttie 
account  the  interest  on  the  canal  debt,  is  one  million  fifty- 
seven  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two  dollars  seventy- 
four  cents ;  and  that  the  capital  of  the  school  fund  is  one 
million  nine  hundred  seventy-eight  thousand  sixty-nine 
dollars  and  sixty-three  cents. 

He  recommends  that  foreigners  who  come  to  settle  among 
us,  should  be  permitted  to  have  their  children  educated 
by  teachers  who  speak  their  own  language,  and  profess 
the  same  religious  faith  with  themselves,  and  should  at  the 


iame  (im^  W  p^nnilled  to  enjoy  their  propof1k»  of  the 
bounty  of  tbe  state  proirided  for  tte  6Beoi»rageftieiit  of 
popular  education. 

According  to  a  law,  which  had  been  some  tinke  in  exis- 
tence, the  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  in  each 
county  possessed  and  exercised  a  power  in  reiatioii  to  the 
appoinfm^its  of  commissioners  of  deeds,  superintendent* 
of  the  poor,  and  some  other  of  the  county  oAcers,  in  con* 
neeiioB  with  the  supervisors  of  the  county,  and  in  some 
respects  6(M!lcarrent  with  them.  The  objection  to  the  pos 
session  of  this  power  by  the  judges  was,  that  inasmuch  atf 
they  w^re  created  by  the  governor  and  senate,  it  enabled 
^tie  central  state  power  indirectly  to  exercise  an  in^roper 
influence  over  these  local  appointments.  Another  objeo- 
tton  was,  that  the  exercise  of  this  appointing  power  by 
the  judges,  caused  an  improper  connection  between  the 
appointing  and  the  judicial  power.  For  these  reasons,  it 
is  presumed,  the  governor  recommended  the  passage  of  a 
law,  disqualifying  the  judges  from  exerting  any  inftuenoa 
or  power  in  the  county  appointmentsw 

Mr.  Seward  again  urges  some  improvements  in  oar 
judiciary  system,  the  reduction  of  taxable  costs  to  the 
attorney  in  some  cases,  and  the  extension  of  the  civil 
jnrisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peaoe  to  suits  when&  the  sonn 
in  controversy  shall  not  exceed  in  amoont  one  hundfied 
dollars. 

A  singular  controversy  had  lately  been  earned  on  be* 
tween  Gov.  Seward  and  the  governor  of  Virgioia^  wMck 
is  thus  bilefly  detailed  by  the  governor  of  N«w-Yorfc  ; 

<'  A  requisition  was  made  upon  me  in  July  last^  by  die 
executive  of  Virginia,  for  the  delivery  of  three  persona  atf 
fugitives  from  justice,  charged  with  having  feloniously 
strolen  a  negro  slave  m  that  state.  I  decKned  to  comply 
with  the  requisitiop,  upon  the  grounds  that  the  right  to 
deihand  and  tlie  reciprocal  obligation  t&  surrender  fugi- 
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tivefl  ftom  justice  between  sovereign  md  independent  na- 
tions, as  defined  by  the  law  of  nations,  inchide  only  those 
cases  in  which  the  acts  constituting  the  offence  charged 
are  recognized  as  crimes  by  the  universal  laws  of  aU  civil* 
ized  countries  ;  that  the  object  of  the  provision  contained 
in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  authorizing  the 
demand  and  surrender  of  fugitives  charged  with  treason,, 
fekmy  or  other  crime,  was  to  recognize  and  establish  this 
principle  of  the  law  cf  n^ions  in  the  mutual  relalioDS  of' 
the  states  as  independent,  equal,  and  sovereign  oommuni** 
ties  ;  that  the  acts  charged  upon  the  persons  demanded 
were  not  reoogniaed  as  erimanal  by  the  laws  of  this  state, 
or  by  the  universal  laws  of  all  civilized  countries ;  and 
that  coniiequently  the  case  did  not  fail  witUn  the  provi^ 
sion  of  the  construction  of  the  United  States. 

^*  The  governor  of  Vli^ia  in  his  last  annual  message 
referred  the  subject  to  the  consideration  of  the  legislature 
of  that  state,  and  declared  that  my  construction  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States  could  not  be  acquiesced 
in  or  snbmitted  to.  He  added  that  if  it  were  allowed  to 
prevail,  and  no  relief  could  be  obtained  against  what  he 
designated  as  a  flagrant  invasion  of  the  rights  of  Virginia,  • 
either  by  an  amendment  o€  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  or  by  the  action  of  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  it 
might  ultimately  becorae  the  important  and  solemn  duty 
of  Vitginia  to  appeal  from  the  cancelled  obligations  of  the 
national  compact  to  origiaal  rights  and  the  law  of  self- 
preservation, 

*'  I  confess  my  surprise  that  it  should  in  any  part  of  the 
union  be  regarded  as  a  new  and  startling  doctrine  that  the 
constitutional  power  of  the  executive  of  any  other  slate  to 
demand  the  surrender  of  a  citizen  of  this  state,  to  be  car- 
ried to  the  former  and  tried  for  an  offence  committed 
there,  is  limited  to  cases  in  which  the  offence  charged  h 
recognized  as  criminal  by  the  statute  laws  of  this  state, 
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by  the  comcBQB  law^  or  by  the  uniiranialf  kvlv  ^foMiikkML 
Nor  can  i  withhold  the  expretflioB  of  my  flincere  regret 
that  a  construction  of  the  constitutioD^  manifestly  neces- 
sary to  maintam  the  sovereignty  pf  this  state  and  the  per- 
sonal rights  of  her  citizens,  should  be  regarded  by  the 
executiTe  ti  Virginia  as  justifying  in  any  contingenoy  a 
menace  of  secession  from  the  union.^' 

On  the  subject  of  the  onrrenoy^  the  governor  chargea 
the  administration  of  the  general  government  with  bostSi-^ 
ty  to  our  state  institutionsi  (by  whichi  I  suppose,  he 
means  our  state  banks,)  and  with  a  determination,  or 
rather  an  intention,  to  estliblish  a  metallic  currency  as  the 
aireulating  medium  of  the  country ;  and  he  attacks  gene* 
laUy,  with  considerable  severity,  the  national  administne 
tion. 

With  respect  to  the  state  expenditures  he  reoommends 
vetrenchment,  and  he  lays  down  broadly  the  propositioB 
that  the  state  ou^t  not  to  create  an  amount  of  stocke 
greater  than  the  interest  thereof  can  be  paid  from  the  aett 
annua)  income  arising  from  the  tolls  received  from  the  ea* 
nals.  On  the  subject  of  internal  improvement,  he  is  evi* 
dently  desirous  to  recede  from  the  ground  taken  by  htm 
in  his  message  in  1889 ;  at  least  so  far  as  relates  to  the 
speedy  completion  of  the  works  undertaken  by  the  state. 
He  says  that,  during  the  last  winter  the  assembly,  for  the 
first  time,  ascertained  that  the  cost  of  the  Black  River 
canal  would  be #3,141,601  63 

Of  enlarging  the  Erie  canal,  -  -  -  -  38,402,868  03 

Genesee  VaUey  canal, 3,900,133  79 

630,444,587  44 
whereas,  it  had  been  before  represented  by  the  state 
officers  that  leas  than  half  that  amount  of  expenditure 
would  be  required  to  accomplish  the  contemplated  objects, 
and  that  had  the  true  amount  of  the  cost,  of  the  Black 
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River  tiid  Genesee  YaOey  canals  been  known,  (and  he 
might  have  added  the  widening  of  the  Erie  canal,)  it  was 
doiibtful  whether  those  works  would  have  been  undertaken. 
He  farther  says  that  his  fbrmer  recommeDdation,  in  relation 
to  the  Bpeedy  cotepfetion  of  the  works  was  based  on  the 
asaomption  that  the  estimates  of  the  agents  of  the  state 
were  correct 

He  indignantly  condemns  the  doctrine  that  a  subsequent 
generation  will  have  a  right  to  repudiate  the  debt  created 
by  the  present,  and  he  repels  the  charge  that  they  will 
attempt  to  do  so  as  a  foul  slander  upon  posterity. 

The  governor  then  goes  into  an  able  and  eloquent,  but 
long  and  laborious  defence  of  internal  improvements  by 
roads  and  canals. 

The  message,  like  every  thing  else  written  by  Mr. 
Seward,  is  in  good  style  and  evinces  talents  as  a  writer 
of  a  high  order. 

The  whig  party  had  now  the  entire  control  of  the  state 
government  The  executive  and  both  branches  of  the 
legislature  were  in  their  hands.  Their  first  act  was  to  re- 
elect Mr.  TaHmadge  to  the  senate  of  the  United  States. 
He  received  in  the  senate  nineteen  votes,  that  being  the 
number  of  whig  senators,  and  in  the  assembly  the  usual 
party  vote. 

Col.  Young,  vdien  called  on  in  the  senate  openly  to 
nominate  a  senator,  attempted  to  make  a  speech,  in  which 
he  proposed  to  set  forth  the  reasons  for  the  vote  he  was 
about  to  give.  He  was  called  to  order,  and  the  president 
of  the  ^nate  decided  he  was  not  in  order.  On  appeal  to 
the  senate,  a  majority  voted  to  sustain  the  decision  of 
the  chair.  I  mention  this  occurrence,  not  for  the  purpose 
of  imputing  blame  either  to  Col.  Young  or  the  lieutenant 
governor,  but  because  to  me  the  question  of  order  on  this 
occasion  decided  and  settled  is  new.    [See  Note  L.] 
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Tite:  next  party  movement  was  the  introductioo  of  a  bill 
and  the  passage  of  a  law  removing  Mr.  CrosweU.  from  the 
office  of  state  printer^  and  appointing  Mn  Weed.  This 
bUl  passed  both  houses  by  the  usual  party  vote.  Accord- 
ing to  party  usage  (may  I  not  say  law  ?)  this  measure  was- 
undoubtedly  justifiable  and  proper.  Of  the  alnlity  and 
character  of  Mr.  Weed  as  a  political  editor,  I  have  hereto* 
fore  spokeflb 

Mr.  CrosweU  had  for  a  long  period  of  time  held  the 
office  of  state  printer,  an  office  supposed  to  be  very  lucra- 
tive, and,  as  I  have  said,  his  removal  upon  party  princi* 
pies  was  justifiable  ;  but  no  person,  not  even  among  his 
opponeata,  charged  him  with  any  neglect  in  the  dischai^ 
of  his  official  duties.  As  a  political  party  editor,  he  has 
few  if  any  superiors  in  the  United  States.  His  paper  has 
been,  as  perhaps  it  ought  to  have  been,  considering  the 
position  he  occupied  in  relation  to  the  democratic  party^ 
uniformly  the  organ  of  the  principles  and  views  of  the 
majority  of  that  party.  Always  cool,  self-coilected,  sa- 
gacious and  cautious,  he  has  seldom  if  ever  allowed  him- 
self to  be  guilty  of  aay  indiscretion* ;  and  generally 
courteous  in  his  language,  he  has  never  attacked  individu- 
als unless  their  public  and  political  condijK^t  rendered  them 
fair  subjects  of  animadversion.  His  style  of  writing  is 
more  highly  polished  than  that  of  most  of  the  American 
newspaper  editors.  Indeed  it  is  somewhat  remarkable, 
that  a  man  educated  to  practical  and  business  pursuits, 
should  have  acquired  so  accurate  and  nice  a  literary 
taste,  and  so  correct  a  style  and  manner  erf  wptir^. 
Let  his  future  political  fate  be  what  it  may,  his  reputation 
as  a  newspaper  editor  of  tact  and  taleot,  will  ahvays  stand 
high,  perhaps  as  high  at  any  rate  on  the  score  of  tact,  as 
any  editor  in  the  United  States^  excepting  only  Joseph 
Gales. 
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•  For  many  years  a  large  majoritywrf'  (he  ttml  commis- 
flioDera  had  been  active  democratic  poKticianSy  and  at  the 
present  time,  four  of  the  five  were  men  of  that  descriptio!.. 

On  the  l«th  of  Pebruary,  Mr.  Tallmadge  offered  in  th<^ 
aeMtte  a  eoncarteot  resolution,  that  the  two  houses  would 
•proceed  to  Aomtnate  and  appoint  five  persons  to  fill  tho 
ofiiee  ^  eanal  commissioners  in  the  place  of  Samuel 
Young,  John  Bowman,  William  C.  Bouck,  Jonas  Barll, 
and  William  Baker.  This  resolution,  after  some  discus- 
aion,  -Mras  passed  by  a  vofe  of  seventeen  to  eleven  ;  and 
Asa  Whitney,  8.  Newton  Dexter,  David  Hudson,  George 
H.  Bonght<ni,  and  Henry  Hamilton,  all  decided  whigs, 
were  appointed  by  a  vote  of  both  houses  in  lieu  of  the 
gentlemen  first  named. 

It  has  been  reported,  and  I  have  no  doubt  correctly, 
that  at  the  first  wliig  legislative  caucus,  a  msijority  of  the 
members  were  for  retaining  Mr.  Bouck,  being  under  the 
impression  that  his  experience  and  practical  knowledge 
would  be  absolutely  necessary  for  the  new  board  ;  but  the 
pressure  of  candidates  and  their  friends  for  the  oflice  of 
canal  commissioners  was  so  great,  that  it  could  not  be  re- 
sisted, and  the  resolution  to  retain  Mr.  Bouck  was  after- 
wards rescinded. 

A  bill  was  reported  to  the  senate  by  Mr.  Tallmadge, 
providing  for  the  registry  of  the  names  of  qualified  voters 
in  the  city  of  New-York  previous  to  an  election.  It  was 
opposed  by  all  the  democratic  members,  but  finally  passed 
that  house. 

I  have  omitted  to  mention,  that  at  the  last  November 
election,  the  democratic  party  achieved  a  signal  triumph 
in  the  city  of  New-York,  electing  their  melnbers  of  the 
assembly  by  large  majorities.  When,  therefore,  the  regis- 
try bill  reached  the  assembly,  it  was  attacked  with  great 
zeal  and  bitterness  by  the  New- York  members.  Thoy 
^.ontended  that  it  was  wrong  in  principle  ;  and  that  it  was 
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iiMoltiDg  to  the  city  of  New-Yoxt,  as-  the  ohjeot  inm  to 
impofie  restrictioQS  upon  that  city- different  from  any  other 
part  of  the  state  ;  that  the  biU,  in  eflbct^  atsamed  that  the 
people  of  New- York  were  oioie  corrupt  than  any  other 
portion  of  the  people  of  the  slate ;  and  that  it  was  ancoo- 
stitutionaL  Their  ai^aments,  however^  did  not  satisfy  the 
majority  in  the  assembly  ;  and  the  bUl  finally  passed  the 
house  by  a  vote  of  fifty-seven  to  fiurty  one. 

The  legislature  adjourned  on  the  14th  May. 

Although  the  independent  treasury  bill  passed  the  United 
States  senate  early  in  the  winter,  it  lingered  in  the  house  of 
representatives  until  near  the  close  of  the  loQg  session  of 
that  year ;  but  it  finally  passed  and  was  sent  to  the  preei- 
dent,  who  approved  it  on  the  f&urth  dajf  of  Jufy. 

On  the  2nd  day  of  September,  a  democratic  state  con- 
vention, for  the  nomination  of  governor  and  presidentipl 
electors,  was  held  at  Syracuse.  A  diflbrence  of  (^nien 
as  to  the  most  suitable  candidate  had  existed.  Some 
persons  spoke  of  Mr.  Wright,  many  d*  Mr.  Dix  and 
some  of  the  late  Chief  Justice  Savage.  But  after  the 
convention  had  assembled  and  before  it  was  regularly  or- 
ganized an  informal  ballot  was  taken  to  ascertain  the 
choice  of  each  individual  member ;  when,  on  that  informal 
ballot  it  appeared  that  there  was  a  large  majority  of  all 
the  members  present  in  favor  of  WiUiam  C.  Bouck,  of 
the  county  of  Schoharie.  After  the  convention  was 
organized,  letters  were  produced  from  Mr.  Wright,  and 
Judge  Savage,  declining  to  be  candidates  for  a  nomination. 
Mr.  Bouck  was  therefore  nominated  with  great  unanimity, 
and  Daoiel  S.  Dickinson,  of  Broome  county,  was  with 
,equal  unanimity  selected  as  the  democratic  candidate  for 
lieutenant  governor.  These  gentlemen  were  both  oooi- 
petent  and  personally,  in  every  respect,  entirely  unohjee- 
tionable. 


An  Sectoral  iicket  was  at  the  same  time  formed  by  tile 
convention  and  xecomanended  to  the  people.  Samuel 
Yoin^  and  Gporge  P.  Barker  were  nominated  fi^  state 
electors. 

After  the  convention  had  diipatched  its  ordinary  and 
regular  business,  Richakd  D.  Da  vie,  now  a  member  of 
oongresa  from  Dutchess  county,  for  more  than  two  hours, 
'  addressed  the  members,  together  with  a  crowded  and  nume- 
rous auditory  collected  from  Syracuse  and  its  vicinity,  in 
an  extemporaneous  speech  on  the  political  topics  which 
then  excited  the  public  attention,  with  great  skill  and 
ability  as  a  forensic  debater,  and  in  a  style  of  eloqi:ynce 
flcarcely  if  ever  before  surpassed  by  any  oratm"  in  4lie 
state. 

The  whig  convention  nominated  for  re-election,  Gov, 
Seward  and  Lieut  Giov.  Bradish,  bM  selected  and  pre* 
sented  candidates  for  presidential  electors,  Who  if  chosen 
wouU  vote  for  G*en.  Harrison. 

The  political  field  was  now  fully  occupied,  and  the 
ardor  and  excitement  of  the  two  parties  already  very 
great,  continued  daily  to  increase  until  the  close  of  the 
polls,  of  the  election  in  November.  Considerable  fuel 
was  added  to  the  fire  which  already  raged  by  the  large 
mass  meetings  which  were  held  at  New- York,  Syra^ 
cuse,  Poughkeepsie,  &c.,  were  ten,  twenty  and  thirty 
thousand  people  were  said  to  have  collected  together  at 
one  time.  Whether  any  real  benefit*  to  the  people  and  to 
our  civil  institutions  is  likely  to  be  produced  by  this  sort 
of  gatherings,  is  a  question  upon  which  candid  and  intel- 
ligent men  of  both  parties  ought  to  consider  before  they  . 
permit  the  custom  to  become  established  among  us.  An* 
other  circumstance  which  added  to  the  excitement  was, 
that  contrary  to  all  former  precedents,  men  of  high  char> 
tcter  for  talents  and  influence  in  society,  of  both  parties,' 
were  seen  travelling  from  one  end  of  the  state  to  the  other. 


aed  seme  tunesatkieraal  leatureiB  from  the  other  states  pa- 
trolled the  iXHintry  addressing  aasemUages  of  men  when- 
ever and. wherever  they  ceukd  he  got  up,  on  the  subject  of 
file  approaching  election  and  the  merits  of  the  respective 
caadidates. 

The  result  of  the  eieotion  afforded  a  complete  triumph 
to  the  whigs  in  the  state  and  nation.  The  Harrison  elec* 
toral  ticket  snoceedad  in  this  state  bj"  a  majority  of  more 
than  thirteen  thousaad.  The  majority  for  Seward  over 
Bouok  was  abiwt  five  thousand.  An  immense  number  of 
votes  were  cast.  The  increase  al6ne,  in  this  state,  since 
the  election  in  1838,  was  the  astonishing  number  of  sixty- 
on«  thousand  three  hundred  and  seven.  The  whigs  were 
no  less  successful  in  most  of  the  other  states  of  the  union, 
and  General  Harrwon  and  Mr.  Tyler  were  elected  by  the 
electoral  coUegds  bya.  very  large  majority. 

For  the  «qMioe  of  forty  years  the  democratic  farty  had 
been  in  the  majority  in  the  United  States  ;  fbr,  if  tlie  four 
years  adtninistcation  of  John  Quincy  Adams  may  be  said 
to  have  been  anti-demooratic,  it  mny  also,  with  great  truth, 
be  said  that  Mr.  Adami^  was  iipt  elected  president  by  a: 
majority  of  the  people  of  the  United  Htates. 

,  Without  any  dasire  to  express,  and,  indeed,  with  a  fiill 
determination  not  to  express  any  opinion  on  the  merits  •f 
the  two  great  parties,  or  a  preference  for  the  political  opin* 
ions  of  either  of  them,  Lmay  be  allowed  a  moment's  specu- 
lation on  the  causes  which  produced  the  defeat  of  Mr.  Vaa 
Buren.  ' 

The  only  metrntre  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  admintstratioB  on 
.  which  his  opponents  took  issue,  was  his  recommendation 
of  the  independent  treasury  ;  a  measure  which,  if  carried 
into  effect  successfully^  would  have  enabled  the  govem- 
mo^t  to  manage  its  fixuMiciaL.  coaon^ns.  without  the  aid  of 
banks.  I  then  assume  the  two  propositions  fot(o<wii^  lo 
be  tr«ie : 
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1.  Both  parfie%  whigs  and  denioerat^  cooBtitiitiiig  Uic 
whole  people  of  the  United  Statea,  with  the  exceptioD  of 
a  few  men  called  conaervatives,  disapproved  of,  and  con- 
.depmed  the  pet  bank  system. 

S^  The  pet  bank  sysleai  being  rejected,  there  was  only 
one  alternative,  which  was,  to  sustain  the  independent 
j^reaaury  scheme,  or  establish  a  bank  of  the  United  States. 
I  therefore  infer  that, 

If,  at  the  election  in  1640,  a  mqority  of  the  people  of 
the  nation  preferred  a  national  bank  to  die  sub-treasury 
system,  then  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  beaten  because  a  minori- 
ty were  dissatisfied  with  his  measures;  otherwise  th^loss 
of  his  election  wasowing  to  other  causes  than  disapprat)a- 
tion  of  his  measures. 

•It  is  evident,  that  at  the  tune  of  the  Harrisburg  con- 
vention, the  whigs  themselves  did  not  b^eve  a  majority 
of  the  peofrfe  of  the  United  States  were  in  favor  of  a  na- 
tional bank ;  for  had  they  so  believed  no  rational  man 
can  doubt  they  would,  either  by  resolution  or  address,  have 
announced  themselves  in  £»vor  of  such  an  inntitution,  and 
stated  that  as  the  oause  oC  their  opposilion  to  the  re-elec- 
tion of  Mr.  Van  Burm.  For  the  purpo^  then,  of  sub- 
miiting  one  or  two  other  remarks,  I  shsJl  assume  that  at 
the  election  in  1840,  a  majority  of  the  electors  pre^M^red 
the  independent  treasury  to  an  United  States  bank. 

Mr.  Van  Buren's  private  character  was  admitted  to  be 
without  a  blemish,  and  idl  will  admit  that  he  was  as  com- 
petent, and  probably  a  majority  of  the  intelligent  part  of 
comfnunity  will  adoiit  that  he  vns  more  competent,  on  the 
score  of  talent,  to  administer  the  government,  than  Gen. 
HarrisQp. 

What  then  were  the  causes  of  his  defeat  1 

First,  He  was  heU  responsible  Ibr  all  the  sujqposed  or 

real  errors  (and  who  is  without  them  t )  of  Gen.  Jackson, 

while  at  the  same  time  he  had  not  those  fascinating  traits 

Hh 
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Hi  chuadlBi^  afld  wa*  wf^i  encmfed  «ftth  ftlit  balo  of 
mUHftry  glory  trUcb  dinhigvdsiied  tfiiR  extl'aerdiliaiy  man. 
fiecond)  Mn  ¥«»  BQte%  from  the  time  of  his  eleetimi 
to  the  presideDcy,  seemed  to  h«re  changed  the  duatMiMr 
in  which,  as  a  {mbfic  msm,  ha  had  formerly  af^ared  to 
the  .AiiiericaB  people,  and  paftioularly  to  the  people  of  €ie 
state  of  New- York,  fidbre  that  time,  he  was  distni- 
guished  for  adroitness  and  skill  in  mimaging  the  govem- 
mentai  patmnage  in  subservimoe  to,  sod  in  aid  of  his  po- 
Mtioal  objeats.  Skica  his  electidni  he  seemed  to  hate  re- 
hed  lor  sueoess  upon  hb  saeasorss  alone^  The  peo{de  of 
Ibif  eoostiy  Avs  fend  af  novelties.  They  expected,  «« 
hii  aoeeMion  to  psfanr,  to  have  seen  a  new  modeikd  cab- 
inet ;  but  during  his  whole  teim,  they  saw  notiii^  Ivoft 
G^.  Jaduoft'n  caUnet  The  «abitaet  was  not  Van  Bo- 
len^a  in  the  etra  of  the  peojda ;  it  wair  lackson's.  Bfir. 
Van  Buran^s  appomrtments  in  the  atate  of  New-Yorit,  in  v 
|K4itioal  paint  of  view,  weM  cetlainly  not  the  most  jodi 
Gious  thik  oofdd  havie  been  made.  Wldi  the  single  exo^ 
lion  of  theappoiatmeBt  of  Harmanus  Blaeektfr  to  a  sub- 
ordinate diplomatic  station,  antf  the  appoiotlment  of  Ift. 
Flagg  post^maater  at  Albany,  I  am  not  aware  llntf  lie 
strengthened  hisssetf  at  alt  by  Ml  appointments,  ^he 
head  of  the  navy  depajrtment,  Mr.  PauMhig,  was  tsdtan 
from  the  stale  of  Kew-Yovk,  bul  he  was  afcnost  the  last 
man  who.  ooald  have  been  poiilknlly  usefal  in  this  ^0tate 
to  Mr.  Van  Buron.  lis  knew  fittle  dt  the  people  of  Aie 
state,  and  loss  of  the  pditksians  m  it  Ifis  c^iaion  ar 
iafluenoe  eooU  not  and  did^  not  tefliieBC^  tM  tMs  in  Ms 
native  state.*  Be  Jiad  neitber  done  or  ftsM  «ny  riling  on 
political  subjects  except,  near  the  middle  of  the  sfiliettMiifth 
Mntnry,  to  vfrito 'and  piMsh  n  hMk  4a  j^MUcMm  vf 
Iu$m9m  ifaeerfk    How-diAnM^lwiiMteiiioAefeli  the  aiTect 

*Thli  ■■wjitiQii  to  fatjDdal  Bwreiy m  m  «p>Miton  of  mg  own  iaprfitoni    vittmtm 


li  thk  MMf  tiiil  ft^  pMrideilt  have  neSMi  1Mb  Mb  enbinet 
H  fnan  of  thd  tset  Hdi  Islent  and  poHtictil  alMfess  and  in- 
iliefice  ef  Gov.  Marcy  T 

Third,  Mr.  Van  Bnren  waa  a  native,  not  of  a  aouthem — 
bat  of  New-YoA--^  iMrtheiti  state  ;  and  thety  yean  ex- 
perience must  have  oonViiieed  alB  reflecting  men  that  it  ia 
••rith  great  relnctanoe  the  people  ctf  the  soutiiem  ertates 
can  be  brought  to  support  a  oorthent  etodidate  for  the 
presidency.  What  is  the  fact  I  The  government  has  ex* 
Istcd  for  ttiree  score  years,  dnrtng  which  twelve  president 
iial  electiofis  have  oectrrreJ,  and  befere  Mr.  Van  Bnren  s 
tinrie  we  have  (Seen  that  sodfli  of  the  Potamae  rarely  has  a 
vote  been  given  to  a  nordiern  candidate.  Bffr.  Van  Buren 
^ae  charged  with  a  disregard  to  Che  n^ishes  atKl  interest  of 
Me  northeitt  friends,  and  of  sabservienee  tb  the  sontlu 
He  wais  blamed  becaniie  lie  did  net  repodiafle  the  assertion 
that  he  was  ^  A  nordiem  mail  iprtvh  sotrfhem  principles'' 
{feetings}.  By  thm  means  he'  lost  mitny  of  Ms  noi^em 
friends,  whifo,  as  appealed  from  the  fA^etfoft  of  1840,  he 
laded  of  flecurtng  the  sdnth,  Another  cMse,  perhaps 
«iore  eflicient  fh^n  atf y  other,  was  that  from  the  time  of 
the  puUioatiott  of  his  message  lo  the  extra  session  of  coih 
gress  in  1837,  the  whole  banking  interest  was  against  hkn. 
it  is  true,  «b  I  have  before  stitod,  that  there  Were  many  high- 
ly reputable  bankers  who  individuainy  and  inr  good  faith 
sqiported  Mr.  Van  Bursn  ;  yet  I  tdie  it  tfiat  H  may  now 
be  aammed  as  a  historical  fact  that  the  mass  of  that  inter- 
est was  i^nst  hkn.  How  invisibly  afld  yet  bow  power- 
Ady  that  interest  can  aet,  cannot  be  dilated  upon  here, 
lliese  arefew  tellecting  men  at  the  present  day  who  are 
not  aware  of  its  mighty  power.  These  okenitostanees, 
tegsilher  with  the  detfire  cf  novelty  and  change  inddeol 
to  Ike  people  in  aH  popular  govevnaaents,  were  a^eng'Aie 
eauses  wldeh  prodneed  Mr.  Vea  Barents  defeat 
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But,  though  defeated,  Mr.  Yan  ;Bisren  .was  not  con- 
quered. His  last  message  contaioei4  ^  calm  and  dignified 
retrospect  of  his  administration*  He  exhibited  a  dear 
view  of  oar  foreign  relations,  and  showed  them  to  be  in  a 
most  happy,  honorable  and  proi^rous  condition.  He 
gave  a  history  of  the  embarrassments  w^ich  the  govern- 
ment had  been  obliged  to  encounter,  in  consequence  of  the 
failure  of  the  banks  to  perform  their  engagements.  He 
insisted  that  the  course  he  had  reoommended  was  the  only 
one  which  could  have  been  adopted,  except  that  of  incor- 
porating a  bank  of  tho  United  States ;  he  denounced  that 
measure  as  unconstitutional,  and  as  one  which  had  been 
repeatedly  repudiated  by  the  people  of  the  nation.  He 
urged  economy  in  the  public  expenditures  ;  he  showed  that 
expenditures  for  ordinary  purposes  had  been  greatly  di- 
minished during  his  admi^stration ;  be  contended  that  the 
revenue  of  the  government,  without  an  increase  of  taxes, 
would  be  sufficient  to  defray  all  the.  necessary  expenses. ; 
and  he  protested  against  the  creation  of  a  national  debt 
His  last  mespge,  in  my  lodgement,  was  his  best  Although 
he  left  the  enemy  in  possession  of  the  fiekl  of  battle,  he 
himself,  retired.from  the  arena  in  the  spirit  and  with  the 
dignity  of  a  conquror. 

We  have  now  traced  the  history  of  political  parties  from 
the  year  1787,  to  within  a  few  months  of  the  time  I  am 
writing— embracing  a  period  of  more  than  half  a  century. 

In  reviewing  the  road  we  have  travelled,  we  cannot 
avoid  being  pained  with  the  spectacle  it  presents  of  the 
continued  struggles  of  individoals  for  place  and  power, 
nor  can  we  fail  to  percefive  that  some  of  those  individuals, 
and  frequently  such  of  them  as  were  highly  distinguished 
for  talents  and  patriotism,  have,  in  .these  struggles ^  occa- 
sionally  yielded  to  the  selfish  and  some  times  to  the  vicious 
propensities  incident  to  human  nature.  It  will  also  be 
iperceived  that  there  has  scarcely  been  a  moment  during 
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tbis  long  peiSpd  of  time  when  the  public 'mind  can  be  pro- 
noonced  to  have  been  in  a  state  of  perfect  repose.  The 
contests  between  parties  have*  been  incessant,  fierce  and 
at  times  ferocious — each  party  Qbargvng  the  other  with 
designs  fatal  to  the  prosperity  of  the  state  ahd  the  rights 
of  the  people.  The  prostration  or  fall  of  one  party  has 
alternately  produced  the  elevation  of  the  other,  which 
continued  until  that  other  party,  in  its  turn,  was  over- 
thrown. But  it  is  highly  creditable  to  the  principles  of 
our  government,  and  a  source  of  unspeakable  consolation 
to  the  patriot,  that  notwithstanding  these  contests  between 
powerful  and  popular  individuals,  the  tremendous  and 
continued  confliets  between  belligerent  parties,  and  the 
alternate  triumph  of  the  one  over  the  other,  the  state  has 
steadily  advanced  in  wealth,  in  population  and  in  physical 
and  intellectual  power,  with  a  rapidity  heretofore  unequal*- 
led,  (may  I  pot  say,)  by  any  community  on  earth. 

No  insurrections  have  occurred,  and  our  party  contests, 
though  ardent  and  bitter,  have  never  been  stained  with 
blood — all  controversies  have  been  decided  by  the  fiat 
of  the  people,  silently  and  quietly  announced  through  the 
medium  of  the  ballot  box.  The  great  land  marks  of 
human  liberty  and  human  rights,  designated  in  our  state 
and  national  constitutions,  have  been  sacredly  regarded  by 
an  immense  majority  of  the  people,  to  whatever  party 
tbey  may  have  belonged ;  and  whenever  party  leaders 
have  attempted  to  pass  these  boundaries,  they  have  been 
promptly  and  signally  rebuked  by  the  sovereigns  of  the 
land — ^the  freemen  of  the  state.  But  we  have  not  only 
preserved  the  rights  secured  to  us  by  the  constitution  of 
1777— -we  have  established  more  efiectual  barrie^s  for  their 
protection — we  have  deepened  the  channel  and  extended 
the  boundaries  of  human  liberty — ^negro  slavery  has  been 
abolished— 4he  laws  of  New-York  now  refuse  to  recog- 
nise a  property  of  man  in  man — ^tbe  liberty  of  the  press 
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of  consQieaoe  and  fdigioui  tm^iom  bftve  bnen  iwimsarely 
guardMl 

The  populatioB  ^  lbe;itate  haamotMieAfrwii  twofaaii* 
ibed  aod  fifljr  IhonNuid,  to  neiyrly  twmUf^ine  hwmi^ 
UmL9md;  iti  aggrognta  wmMi  bat,  probably,  ai]f;neiiled 
in  a  nueli  greater  preporiioB.  AlmoaC  mght  buBchrod 
BBiiaa  of  artifiiaial  navigation  hae  beea  ^panedl,  aod  tba 
oouDtry  ia  n^pidljr  beoonaiag  interBpetaod  mth  raitraadiL 
Fifty  yeaia  i^,  thftt  part  of  the  state  lying  laaat  of  Utka 
waa  an  unbroken  wildemeat ;  its  gtoeoy  atiHneaa  only  die* 
tiubed  by  tbe  bowl  of  ferodoua  beasta,  and  the  yell  of  Iks 
aarage  ;  it  now  contains  popolons  cities^  and,  probaUy« 
naore  than  a  miUien  of  inhabitants^  higbly  eirifiaed,  «Daar« 
prising  and  enhghtened.  Thirty«five  yeata  ago,  a  jo«r^ 
ney  from  N^w-York  to  and  from  hdEe  firic^  where  the  cUf 
of  Buffiilo  now  stands,  could  scarcely  be  performed  in  six 
weeks.  At  the  present  day,  tbe  same  journey  may  be 
accomplished  within  the  same,  or  perhaps  a  less  nmnber 
of  days.  The  meoey  power  of  the  stale  of  New-York  is 
at  this  nnoment  greater  than  that  of  the  whok  United 
States  was,  at  the  commencement  of  the  fevdntioiiary  war. 
May  it  not  be  justly  afiiraied,  thai  our  physical  power, 
ooosMlering  its  greatm*  coaceatvation,  is  superior  to  what 
was  then  tbe  physical  fcrce  of  the  whole  union  1  At  the 
time  q(  tbe  adoption  of  the  conststution  of  17)7,  and  fisr 
several  years  afterwai7d%  there  was  but  one  ooUsge  in  the 
state,  and  the  ediscation  of  the  oonnmNi  and  great  masa  of 
mind  was  wholly  nnpro'vided  for  hy  law.  There  are  now 
several  ooUeges  and  a  great  nomber  of  academies^  Kberal*- 
•  ly  eadowed,  and  furnished  with  diie  prefessovs.  A  find 
has  been  created,  producing  an  ansmal  income  of  about 
two  hundred  thousand  doUara,  which  is  sacredly  devoted, 
for  all  tisae  to  coma,  lo  tfie  tupport  of  eosiMWiii  ec«o«MA 
Bv^ry  hpiman  haii^  ierospartifB  ef  i 
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Ham  iffe  Ibete  iDvakiibl6-"4Qettiiiiabl6  rigbto,  to  be  jae^ 
wtmeAi  ii»>!pr  titlie  MMfamed  pitMperity  of  ^  state  to 
be  in0ured  1 

Let  me  not  be  told  that  all  is  safe,  and  tliat  no  danger 
is  to  be  apprebended  ;  Ibat  more  than  three  score  years 
have  elapsed  since  we  sprang  mio  existence  as  an  indo- 
pendenl  sovereign  republic ;  that  nottvithstaadiBg  the  tur- 
bolenoe  and  high  heat  ef  party  strife,  and  the  whirlpools 
of  faetioB,  which  irom  time  to  time  have  threatened  the 
destraotion  of  our  institutions,  all  things  stiU  remain  as 
dley  were ;  that  the  experiment  has  been  successfully 
made,  and  that  we  may  safely  anticipate  the  perpetual 
enjoyment  of  our  eivil  and  religious  rights*  /  am  formh/ 
cMwinced  that  U  would  be  unwise  in  us  to  confide  in  these 
repteseniationsy  and  relinquish  that  unceasing  pigilance 
vMeh  we  hm>e  been  sokmnfy  as^red  ir  the  price  of  Hb^ 

The  great  massof  em^ranls from  Burope are  composed 
of  a  class  of  men  the  least  enKghtened  and  RK>st  vicioas 
of  the  inhabitants  of  that  continent,  and  the  tide  of  emi- 
gration from  the  old  world,  has  for  several  of  the  last 
years,  heea  astonishingly  great,  and  is  increasing.  I  feel 
oempeHed  to  add,  tfiat  we  ought  not  to  conceal  from  our- 
selves the  fact  that  a  considerable  portion  of  our  own  na- 
tive citiaens  are  but  little  enlightened  ;  and  that  among 
other  vioes,  that  of  intemperance,  to  a  certain  extent,  still 
jHrevails  among  us.  When,  therefore,  we  recollect  that 
thd  right  of  suffrage  is  now  universal,  and  that  the  major- 
ity of  the  people  are  our  sovereigns,  is  there  not  reason 
to  fear  that  the  elements  of  ignorance  and  vice  which  still 
exist  among  us,  will  combine  and  produce  an  explosion 
wluch  will  bury  in  ruins  this  fair  fabric  of  liberty  am 
law,  ereeted  by  the  labors  and  cemented  by  the  blood  & 
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oar  fathers  1  May  I  not  then  be  penmtled  to  ngr  tfaat 
although,  "  the  ides  of  March  have  come,  they  have  not 
passed  1"  Again,  then,  I  ask,  how  are  our  instUatioos  to 
be  perpetuated  1  How  is  the  prosperous  career  of  the 
state  to  be  secured  ? 
I  answer  briefly, 

1.  By  inducing,  in  the  rising  generation^  habits  of  in- 
dustry, sobriety  and  temperancb. 

2.  By  early  impressitig  upon  the  mind  of  every  child 
the  leading  principles  of  civil,  and  religious  liberty,  and 
the  duty  of  sustaining  and  preserving  order  and  law. 

8.  By  encouraging  and  improving  our  common  schooi^s, 
by  causing  every  cjkild  to  be  instructed  in  them  ;  and  by 
establishing  a  mode  of  instruction  in  these  institutions, 
which  shall  not  alone  enlighten  the  intellect,  but  also 
affect  the  morals  and  reach  the  heartt  of  the  pupils.  ^*  We 
are  looking,"  says  the  benevolent  and  eloquent  Dr.  Chan- 
ning,  ''  as  never  before,  through  the  disguises  and  envelop- 
ments of  rank  and  classes,  to  the  common  nature  which 
lies  below  them,  and  are  beginning  to  learn,  that  ^very 
being  who  partakes  of  it,  has  noble  powers  to  cultivate, 
solemn  duties  to  perform,  inalienable  rights  to  assert,  a 
vast  destmy  to  accomplish.  The  grand  idea  of  humanity,' 
of  the  importance  of  man,  as  man,  is  spreading  silently, 
but  surely."  Every  child  -should  be  taught  the  leading 
principles  of  the  government,  and  should  be  impressed 
with  a  proper  sense  of  the  high  responsibility  which  de* 
▼olves  individually  upon  him,  and  his  own  dignity  as  a 
citizen  of  a  free  state. 

4.  By  instilling  into  the  young  mind  a  love  of  all  the 
social  virtues,  and  piety  towards  God. 

Posterity  will  have  high  claims  on  the  present  genera* 
tion.  If,  with  the  means  placed  in  our  power  by  a  benefi- 
cent Providence — ^by  the  labors  of  our  predecessors,  and 
by  our  own  enterprise  and  industry,  we  discharge  faith- 
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fully  our  duty  to  those  foreigners  who  flock  to  us  to  obtain 
the  means  of  subsistence  and  protection,  and  also  to  our 
own  children,  by  whom  I  mean  all  the  children  of  the 
republic,  then,  indeed,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the 
most  sanguine  hopes  of  the  patriot  will  be  realized  ;  that 
the  march  of  the  Empire  State  to  wealth  and  power  will 
be  onward,  and  onward ;  and  that  she  wiU  be  distinguished 
as  well  by  her  moral  elevation  and  intellectual  superiority, 
as  by  her  wealth  and  physical  power. 


(NoM  A,  RsMMMii  v»  0v  Pmb  lttb> 


I«  ehUMteriilBc  ICr.  Oramer.  (CM  ^«if«  151;  M  v«l.)  M  a «« cMMiiv  "  iiMii,  I  do  not 
■MBID luiiniuia that  he  wts  addicted  to trtefeeiT.  The  woid  aArMirf  would  pettepe 
heve  beeo  more  approprieie  than  the  one  ueed  In  the  text.  Mr.  GranMr  to  a  nan  who 
looko  deeply  Into  the  human  heart)  he  li  eagle-eyed  to  dioeovertaig  the  modvee  wUeh 
fovam  thooe  wtdi  whom  he  oooMt  hi  eoniaet,  and  penefedng  and  hidrihi1|eWft  In  ear- 
lylnf  faito  eAct  hie  own  Ttewa.  Neman  more  prampdy  than  he,  dtoeeme  the  dbjeeli 
I  of  hk  opponenti,  and  Ihw  pomere  crealer  ikill  and  tnet.  In  ( 


There  are  two  other  men  in  aarotofo,  whooe  nameo  are  not  mentioned  to  the  I 
tag  eheteheB,  bat  who  Ibr  a  long  time  hare  had  greet  Influenee  with  the  demoeretle 
party  tn  the  northern  Kctlon  of  the  itnie.  The  one  le  Haimbt  Roanna,  Ee«.,  tenmlj 
of  Warren  county,  and  the  other  Is  Jamei  Thompeon,  laie  fint  Judge  of  lieretogi 
county,  eon  of  the  feoerable  Judge  Thompeon,  who,  ta  the  perlloue  period  of  1798,  we 
hare  Been,  wae  the  succeMftil  cendldete  te  congrea  of  the  demoenlle  perfy,  i 
Oen.  WiHiame,  of  Waehtagion  county. 

Mr.  Kogen  baa  been  aereral  times  a  member  of  the  ( 
hhi  Influence  has  always  been  greatly  Mt,  and  he  has  been  4 
and  eOclency.  He  la  a  num  of  great  mental  reaourees,  bold,  entarptWng  and  ] 
vering— anient  and  generoua  ta  hk  Mendahlp,  but  i 
Were  I  in  poUdoal  lift.  I  do  not  know  three  tadtiriduala  whore  nnHad  opposMon  I 
ahould  ao  much  dread  ae  that  of  Halaey  Bogen.  John  Gkamer  and  Jamea  Tbompaoa. 
The  two  gentlemen  laat  mentioned  haire.  Ibr  many  yean,  been  the  unlftim,  aieady  and 
ardent  fHeoda  of  Ool.  Toung ;  Mr.  Bogen  hen  ganerally  also  been  ftlendly  to  him. 

Ahhoogb  Mr.  Touag  and  Mr.  Cramer  were  iHsaatisfled  with  the  dsmoeretlc  m^|oriQr 
in  the  aenate,  beeaoae  they  reftued  to  pan  an  eleetaral  law  at  the  wlnnr  reasion  of 
lflM,itdid  not  IbUow  that  they  taiended,and  ta  Act  they  did  not  tatend.  on  that  an- 
eount  to  detach  themselres  ftom  the  republiean  party ;  It  therelbre  was  not  taecwi^ 
tent,  nor  can  it  be  considered  tanpreper,  that  Oei.  Toung  accepted  a  nomhiaiien  Ibr  gor- 
emor  ftom  that  party,  or  that  Mr.  Oruner  enpported  It  The  Arm  and  Indapendsni 
eland  taken  by  CSol.  Toung  ta  opposltlott  to  expenditures  Ibr  roads  and  canato  In  18V4b 
ta  the  ftce  of  an  overwhelming  majority,  eonsMtag  as  well  of  polltleal  friendi  ae  opp»> 
nents,  adbrda  dacMre  endence*  not  only  of  his  teisgriiy  end  morel  courage,  but  of  Me 
tadependenee  and  utter  disregard  to  peraonat  popularity,  when  It  can  only  beobiataedor 
leiBtaed  by  a  aacriflee  of  principle.  While  on  thia  aubjeet,  I  will  take  the  oeceaion  to 
namrk,  that  ta  Fai.  I^  p.  4S4, 1  hare  apoken  of  Ool.  Toung  aa  ••▼Indletire''  lewaida 
Ua  opponenti.  The  word  Hmiktiw  was  not  well  ehoaen,  for  I  did  not  mean  to  apeak 
of  hhn  as  a  man  eapable  of  cheriahhig  Ibellngs  of  revenge  upon  hhi  polMeal  adrenar- 
ftes.  If  I  had  said  he  was  pertinacfcMis  and  toenoreble  ta  his  oppositlan  to  those  who 
dUftred  ftom  him  ta  opinion,  I  should  hare  better  eipressed  mj  meaatag. 


J^  Fill  I.  pw  laiilaBitBtto^f  ftsihetttak  Jlr.  J.  0.  poitaua  VMifMd  iteoOceof 
MMWMi mmiltwid  (liii Jttjy gptacer  in» ■ppotaiad ^ pimcmwc, \i  kt  flntteritor 
ledltalto  liPl,  whtn  OMJudr  «m •  aMobsr  of  tl»  «madl  «r  «ipQiiiineBti  aU  tto» 
i«rth»tMeiitimdpputtwiitiP«ifeaMMw4anfl0  Ms.  HoftoMi.  who,  altteag^  a 
I  iWeralkiC  wm  not  dlMvbed ;  «b4  it  it  toteMd  tkat  Mr.  Sgwcir  JwJwd  th»  ««- 
Aqp,hfjtftQ*<MiMcydaeUBadi0eelvli«iteanMptaMM  «IM«  lit  vw  «  rumhtsoJ 
tti9Mi|Mil«  aad  UMlliBn  w«*  w  UMtantaodiBC  bttwetn  Mm  aod  Mr.  ] 
in  «Me  tte  oeii  council  of  •ppotnnnt  liiouU  be  diiotraHp»  the  IM 
thooftBo,  i  —  iokHlMrt  Judge  ayoncerUkawttot  no  nacliumlwUMilii^iil^rt  Of 
eoiupe  wtet  1  hiiv«*<«lod  bf  waj  of  Inlbraneo  soet  he  kwonvct. 

I  eeixe  thia  oecaaion  ftirtlier  to  ramnrlc,  tbet  I  Iiato,  tiwoni^  tte  vtele  vovl^  tmSktd 
njBolf  of  a  liberty  or  iirivilege  which  I  auppoaed  waa  uniTeraaliy  allowed  to  thoee  wte 
■ndenalie  to  write  tte  hlaionr  of  tte  acttooa  of  men,  lo  aMone  that  they  acted  ftom 
aoefa  Botlrei  ae  I  tbou|ht  weiv  Adrly  dBdodMe  ftom  any  given  aetlon  and  fte  c1^ 
eoBitencei  under  which  tte  partienlar  act  waa  done.  Wtether  I  am  eonect,  tte 
wader  can  jadfe  aa  well,  and  many  readen  much  better  than  L  In  thia  way  I  tew 
aaeribed  nwciwa  aad  viewt,  in  a  gfeat  variety  of  teatancei,  to  aoch  leadhif  poHtieiana 
aa  Otatmi,  Bpencer,  Van  Bwen,  Young,  TompUna,  and  many  otliera,  which  may  or 
may  not  te  tte  true  motivea.  In  none  of  theae  caaea  do  I  mean  to  aaaert  tte  eziatenee 
of  tte  aMNive  aa  a  ftet  ta«i0fi  !•  am,  or  aa  auaeepuUe  of  being  proved  by  poaltive  evft- 
denee,  bntlt  la  taiferred  ftom  tte  act  itaelf,  in  connection  with  tte  dreumataneea  which 
anendedit 

In  Fti,  I,  p.  981,  tte  Itet  ttet  at  tte  eztn  aeaaion  of  1814  a  faOl  waa  broogbt  Into  tte 
by  Ool.  Young  which  paaaed  both  hooaea  of  tte  legWatuie,  for  raiafatg  two 
■  bt  colored  men  to  aerve  in  tte  army  for  three  yeara,  la  mentioQed ;  and  die 
eondnct  of  Mr.  Young,  in  tte  convention  of  191,  when  te  contended  that  tte  right  of 
wJliiigii  of  eolMnd  citiiena  ought  to  be  reatrieted  to  ftneholderi,  la  alluded  to  aa  incon- 
iMbnt  with  Ite  eooTM  te  look  in  1814.  Thia  intimation  ia  unjoat  aa  reapeeta  Oolonel 
Ytang.  den.  Root,  fai  tte  convention,  oppoeed  allowing  tte  negroea  tte  privilege  of 
votfng  cm  tte  ground  ttet  they  did  doc  perform  military  duty  i  and  at  tte  dme  I  wrote 
tte  paragraph  ia  tte'firet  volume,  an  impreaaton  waa  on  my  mind  ttet  Col.  Young  at 
that  time  eoncvrred  with  Gen.  lUxM.  When  I  examined  tte  reporta  of  tte  conveniloii 
wMh  a  view  of  pieaentlng  a  digeatof  ita  proceedtaifi,  I  Ibund  I  waa  mlataken,  aa  will 
te  aeen  by  a  leteanee  to  eel.  II,  ^.  18 ;  tat  I  forgot  to  correct  tte  paragraph  in  tte  fint 
volame  before  it  waa  afereotyped  and  pnbliahed.  Obi.  Young  advocated  tte  reatrietJon 
of  the  fight  of  voting  te  eoleMd  elUpene  wto  were  fluetaiMen,  upon  tte  gioond  thA 
a  legialator,  in  making  lawa  or  ftamlng  conatitntlona,  ought  to  adopt  hhi  ayaicm  to  tte 
atateof  aoeietyaaltaetoallyii;  ttet  tte  Maete  were,  iapOlntoMbci,  ipp  Ignorant  and 
too  degraded }  ttet  (concedfaig  ttet  it  waa  wrong  to  teve  reduced  them  to  ttet.  condi- 
tion) ttey  were  an  unaafe  depoailory  of  tte  right  of  aoflbrage.    (8u  ••L  II,  pmgt  IS.) 

In  apeakteg  of  tte  waointion  of  tte  Baaimhiy,  (99L  I,  ^  88,)  10  diaaalaB  tte  complaint 
agalnat  Jonea  Cooraa  of  Ooopaatown  aa  **lHvQloo8,'*  while  I  expraaa  an  opinion, 
ttet  tte  leattanony  produced  againat  hhn  did  not  prove  him  guilty  of  any  q§UM  mia- 
eoMduet,  I  ait  iteaaree  iIbm  allege  that  tte  complaint  waa  not  ftlvoloua  ;  but  by  thia  al- 
lagmion,  I4o  nat  moan  to  te  hndemood,  that  Judge  Cooper,  aa  a  private  citizen,  waa 
pawed  guOty  of  aeilng  coiiupUy.  Wb.  Oboper  wu  an  ardent  and  zeatoua  man.  Wbat- 
•furtedld,**tedldwiftallUamlghtr  aadi  teve  no  doubt, that  te  occaatonaUy 
aappeiiBd  tte  peiitieal  pany  with  wMeh  te  acted  on  aoare  occaalona,  with  intemperate 
aad  ItadlBereet  nedL  Thia,  at  any  rale,  la  wtetl  intended  to  hitfanaie  hi  tte  lezt.  He 
waaae»of  tte  moot  euieipckhig  and  uaeftd  ploneew  10  tte  grant  weat;  and  tte  county 
of  Otabgo  la  deeply  indbbied  10  hte  for  te  early  eettlement  and  organitatton^  . 

fh  pif»4N,  of  tte  aame  volume,  ipeUdng  of  Mr.  GeoifB  TlhUta  of  Tngr,  I  by  no 
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means  wish  to  be  untfemood,  flwt  Ms  IbndneM  fbt  negoaation  «ver  Indoead  Mm  16 
yield  htt  toient  to  meaioret  wfateh  did  not,  in  Ms  Judgment,  tend  to  pramoie  the  poUle 
good ;  «nd  tkt  Me,  tiut  on  any  occuion  he  acted  frooi  Improper  and  imfmre  nottvea. 
1  intended,  in  the  text,  to  ezpreai  In  tlie  strongest  terms,  ttae  utter  indiflerenee  of  Mr. 
Tlbbfti  to  the  CKnlonlaB,  as  welllBs  tiie  baektall  t«putilietns. 

Tbere  may  be  several  other  instances,  both  in  the  first  and  last  volunie,  la  wtaleb  I 
have  expressed  myself  in  relation  id  the  modres  of  men,  with  too  little  care  and  eantiOB. 
The  work  was  aeeuted  in  haste,  and  no  part  of  it  has  been  re-written.  I  most,  in  aU 
such  caeea,  invoke  ibr  my  Intentltas  and  UJOtives;  the  most  charitable  eonatracOoa  of 
the  leader,  and  beg  him,  unless  the  contrary  expressly  appears,  not  to  inlbr,  that  I  hi- 
tended  A  charge  moral  turpitude  to  an}' one. 


(Note  B.,  Referrbd  to  on  Page  95.) 


When  I  wrote  the  paragraph  in  relation  to  the  Albany  post-oAlce,  ( had  not  netitn  nm 
the  correspondence  referred  to  in  ihe  text.  Afy  account  of  it  was  gtvon  tnm  memot]^ 
and  rather  incautiously  I  permitted  the  lint  edition  to  be  printed  and  publisbed  without 
an  examination  of  what  actually  had  been  written  by  the  parties  to  that  correspon- 
dence. I  have  since  read  the  communications  of  Messrs.  Tompkins,  King  and  Van 
Buren,  and  find  that  the  statement  in  the  text  is  partially  erroneous.  Mr.  King  dU  not 
proUBt  mgainBt  the  appointment  of  Chu,  V«m,  Renmelmer—\gt  qierely  requested  the  De- 
partment 10  delay  the  appoiouuent  of  a  postmaster  at  Albany,,  until  further  communica- 
tioos  should  be  received  from  that  city.  This  requesu  however,  under  the  circumstan- 
ces which  existed,  was,  I  well  recollect,  considered  at  the  time  as  an  act  hosUle  to  the 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer.  Whether  It  ought  to  be  so  considmed.  and 
therefiwe,  whether  the  strictures  in  the  text  on  the  conduct  of  Mr.  King,  are  jp'****TtHg, 
or  even  excusable,  the  reader  will  of  course  Judge. 


(Note  C,  Referred  to  on  Page  190.) 


I  have  ascertained  that  the  statement  in  the  text  Is  materially  hioomet  1  have  lately 
been  informed  from  unquestionable  authority,  that  shortly  before  the  election  of  the 
President,  a  meeting  was  held  by  the  members  of  the  New- York  A>topf«ftn,  friendly  Jo 
the  election  of  Mr.  Crawlbrd.  "at  which,  upon  a  iUll  view  of  Ihe  subject,  they  decktod 
with  great  unanhnity  to  adhere  to  Mr.  Crawford  to  the  end,  and  leave  the  eiecilon  to 
be  made  by  others,  I  have  this  statement  <fom  a  genUeman  of  high  standing  who  waa 
then  a  member  of  Congress,  and  was  present  at  the  caucus.  It  in,  however,  doe  to  my- 
self to  add  that  I  had  tbe  best  reasons  and  high  authority  for  the  allcgatfcms  eootahied 
inthetexL  Iwasat  Washington  at  Ihe  time  of  the  ^ectkm.  and  was  in  fovor  of  tim 
electfcm  of  Mr.  Adams.    From  various  conversattons  which  were  held  in  my  i 
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with  the  Cnwibrd  membera  ftom  this  autet  mmm  itoy*  ^for*  IA«  «(ffll^,  I  was  led  to 
taUsvs  tbttt  CO  tlw  MOODd  ballot  they  would  vote  tor  Mr.  Adaine.  But  I  did  not  aeMrt 
tlK  teet  oo  eiich  groande.  In  the  year  1841, 1  was  told  by  a  leading  and  imparlia]  fHend 
of  Mr.  AdaiDi^  tben  a  neiAbet  of  tb»Hoiwor  B«|npeotatlv«,  tMft  U  km*w  the  /ed, 
that  the  Crawibrd  memben  fWwi  tbie  ataie  would  after  the  lint  ballot  have  roted  Ibr 
Mr.  Adama.  I  am  happy  to  add  that  I  am  now  well  iatialled  that  the  gentleman  laat 
nihmd  id  waa  dncere  in  the  aaauiance'wlrtch  he  gave  me,  that  aome  thne  beftxe  the 
decHon  aereral  of  Mr.  CrawftmTa  frienda  had  aaaured  him  that  nieh  would  be  thdr 
coucae,  and  be  had  never  been  faifiMrmed  of  the  eaocua  I  have  mentioned  when  the 
perapna  wjth  whom  be  convened  changed  their  determination.  My  fHonda  did  not  hi 
land  to  deceive  me.  but  waa  bimielf  deodved. 


(Note;  D.   Referred  tq  on  Page  246.) 


Mr.  VIele,  though  an  ardent  Mend  of  liffr.  Clinton,  waa  an  original  Jackaon  man. 
When  the  preaidential  elector*  were  chosen  by  the  LqgiBlature  in  1884,  although  not 
tfien  a  member,  he  waa  at  Albany,  and  in  conjunction  with  S.  De  Witt  Bloodgood  and 
Bamoel  Bwaitwout,  urged  with  great  seal  and  addreaa,  the  choice  of  Jaekaon  electora. 
He  eonthiued  during  hto  Itfb  to  be  a  warm  friend  and  aupporier  of  Gen.  Jaekaon.  He 
WW  one  of  the  moat  effleient  fHenda  of  Gov.  CUnton  in  the  county  of  Saratoga,  where 
he  reaided,  when  he  waa  elected  to  the  Senate.  Frank,  generoua  and  warm-hearted 
he  waa  peraonally  popular,  and  had  many  cordial  frienda^  He  waa  one  of  the  moat  elo> 
quent  anen  in  the  Senaleu 


(Note  E.,  Referred  to  on  Page  5^8.) 


It  la  probable  that  one  other  conaidemtion  had  aome  efiect  in  inducing  a  preftrenee 
ftv  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Tlivoop.  On  the  trial  of  an  iadietmeDt  againai  Lawaoa  and 
others,  fiv  the  abductkm  of  MoiBan  ta&  the  wmter  of  189(7,  at  Canandaigoa,  Mr.  Thraop 
hi  aentencing  the  accuied  had  utteied  aentimenta  highly  aaiiaihciory  to  the  Anti-Ma- 
aona— (aee  page  Jn6)— and  it  waa  hoped  that  he  would  receive  many  anti-maaonic 
votea,  wberena  Pitcher  waa  a  maaon*  and  if  he  waa  the  candidate,  nolhiag  but  oppoal- 
tk>o  from  the  antt-maaona  would  be  anticipated. 


(NOTB  F.    RSFBBIIBB  TO  ON  Pa^MB  S69.) 


Om  principal  cadk  of 'tib6  vigoioui  sod  slnxMt  wftoctttUH  oppontton  v  tbit  ^ 
lt>  tin  Jttcfeioa  paK^  fttlbe  eleciloii  In  IflBy  ti  sot  mGntloiMMl  or  even  nkntA  to  In  ttt 
text.  Aboat  a  year  belbre  tliat  electfon  the  Adaam  psrtf  in  Albnny  taavlni  taecaio 
•Btiafied  that  in  all  Iranian  probaUliiy  Uwy  would  be  oMiged  to  encoontar  the  oppori- 
tioa  of  Gov.  aiatOB,  and  thatone,  if  net  both,  of  the  owneie  and  editoner  Ihe  Al- 
bany Daily  Adverdaer^  vrere  In  prineiple  Jaelcaon  men,  eaiabliiind  a  new  daily  paper 
which  was  called  **  TIU  Mhmf  M9rmmg^  CAtmmIc.*'  The  editorial  department  oftldi 
paper  was«ondaetetf  Iqr  8.  B.  IIiaob,  Esq.,  an  accomplished  scholar  and  a  very  aMe 
writer.    As  an  IngenkMis,  clear  and  logical  reasoner,  Mr.  Beach  has  Ibw  soperion. 

Dining  the  year  preceding  the  election  dris  paper  had  an  eitenslve  drealadon  to  iha 
state,  and  no  doabt  produced  considerable  eObct— greater  I  presume  than  was  antieipn- 
ted  by  the  adverse  party.  Soon  af^  the  result  of  the  election  was  known,  the  poUHen- 
tkm  of  the  Morning  Chronicle  was  discontinued. 

Mr.  Beach  is  now  the  Incumbent  of  an  office  at  Washington,  connected  whb  4m 
Oeoeral  Post  Oflce. 


(NoTB  6.,  Rbferred  to  on  Page  458.) 


In  thexemarkaidailve  to  Jud^B  Samge,  it  was  Ar  ftom  mylatsnlRm  tocantaay 
Implied  censure  upon  Judge  Sutherland.  He  had,  as  I  have  somwhere  beflne  observed, 
a  large  Amlly,  and  bis  duties  as  a  Judge  requited  that  he  should  reside  In  the  dty  of 
Albany.  Although  economical  and  frugal  in  his  expensei,  his  lelary  was  Insuficient  to 
enable  him  to  educate  and  support  his  flunlly  In  the  cky.  His  resignatlan  was  deeply 
regretted,  but  fail  reasons  ibr  reiigning  was  approved  by  all.  On  hk  retirement  flrom  cf- 
Itoe  a  very  numerousand  reipectsble  meeting  of  the  memlben  of  liie  bar  was  held  at 
Albany,  of  vriilch  the  venerable  Abrrtmm  Van  Vechten  was  president,  and  lesulnUoiis 
were  adopted,  and  on  wddress  was  delivered  to  fahn  expressive  of  the  m^  lense  enter 
trined  by  the  meeting  Ibr  his  Judicial  rervleea,  and  their  regret  that  the  public  could  wo 
taoier  enjoy  the  benefit  of  those  services.  To  diis  addrem  Judge  Solhertand  mndott 
nupeeiM  bat  doquent  and  vmt'afflbctloMtB  reply* 


fAWNrr 


(NoTis  H..  Repbbbk^  to  on  Paos  155.) 


NoCwittaitaiidliif  wtaatto  Hid  la  die  note  Mibjotned  to  ptim  IAS,  1  an  now  eulitad 
M  iMte  that  Got.  CUdioii  wee  u€i  the  eotlior  of  BollUo.  The  niimbera  ligiied  BuflUo 
and  Sebeberte,  ■■  well  m  eevenl  oclMr  hmaaimm  pleeee  wrinen  In  the  feme  a^le, 
ireie  written  by  8.  De  Witt  Bloodgood  and  Charln  A.  Clloion.  Of  the  twelve  mi»> 
mn  whioh  aiipeeied  under  the  alinatnie  of  Bnflklo,  alz  warn  the  ptedaatloB  of  Mr. 
Bloodgood  awl  tU  of  Mr.  C.  A.  CUnion.  I  atale  thii  Oct  on  the  amkorilir  of  Mr. 
Bloodgood  hfanaelf-but  I  ought  to  add.  that  I  do  an  wUhaat  hlai 


(Note  L,  RranmnsB  to  oit  Paos  lH.) 


AlteHehrfpwtbeBDWBilBgof  theUMc>Opnvntlon,«pMnphletto  wiipb  i*  «|gBaK 
•«n:of  •^Bbooks"  waa  aflbed.  waa  printed  and  eananriPraisr  elrouined  through  tfie 
alale.  It  dlaeuaaad  wtih  freedom  the  weriti  of  the  gantieinen  wlw  had  bean  memioarti 
m  aaCtaUe  candidatea  of  the  people'i  party  Ihr  Govefnor,  and  urged  with  greht  fcree  tte 
Boperior  elafana  of  Mr.  Cllnion.  The  Tfewt  pteaenttd  tai  ttii  pattipMei  proMMy  pp»> 
daeed  more  eflbet  than  any  other  publication  of  that  day.  It  win  wrNlan  by  B.  ]>b 
Wnr  BLOonoooB,  Baq.,  then  a  young  man  pOMflHhig  tdenti  ai  a  wHter  «r  high  order, 
and  ai^eat  acttiity  and  energy  of  ehainoter. 


(Note  J.,  RbI^sriibo  to  on  Pages  455  A  469.) 

hia  la  an  error.    Judge  Bronion  aueeeeded  Judge  Sutherland,  and  Judge  Oowen  i 
'pMed  the  Taeaacy  pradueed  by  the  realgnatlon  of  Ohlef  Juatice  Savage. 


(Note  K.,  Repbrred  to  on  Page  808.) 


The  erhSdana  on  ihe  atyle  of  Got.  Threop  eontafaied  in  my  •inner  edMlona  ars  oalt- 
fed  in  thia :  and  the  thtee  Mlomfo§  pangrapha  have  been  aobatituted  beeawe  on  reBee- 
tton  I  am  aaUafied  thoaecrMeima  are  nqjuat )  but  ff  they  ware  jort,  they  are  i 
tohworkof  thlakhid. 


M4  BXFXANAVOftT    NOSBS. 


(NoTB  L.,  Referred  to  on  Page  528.^ 


On  the  nibjeet  of  the  point  of  order  mentiooed  in  the  text,  I  have  beeo  tKwond  wSdi  %, 
letter  firoiii  Gov.  Bradiah,  which  coofaiiM  so  teamed  and  able  a  dkeoMlon  of  ibe  qwe- 
tion  he  decided,  that  I  re([uested  bis  permiMion  to  publish  It  {  and  I  now  have  the  mikh 
(hction  of  pieH&tiac  It  to  the  reader. 

Tkrog»»  lUek,  WettekuiBr,  Jam.  SMI,  1844 
DftAR  Sir  :— 

On  the  MM  page  of  the  Id  Vol.  of  your  ••  PoHtteal  History  of  New  York."  yon  leftr 
to  the  proeeedlogs  which  took  place  in  the  senate  of  this  state,  on  the  14th  of  January, 
1840,  on  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Tallniadge  as  senator  in  Che  congress  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  Ibllowinf  manner :  **  Ool.  Young,  when  called  on  in  the^senate  openly  to 
nominate  a  senator,  attempted  to  make  a  speech,  lb  which  he  pQOpoeed  to  set  ibrtta  the 
reasons  for  the  vote  he  was  about  to  give.  He  was  called  to  order,  and  the  President  of 
(be  senate  decided  he  was  not  in  order.  On  an  appeal  to  the  senate,  a  majority  voted  to 
sustain  die  decision  of  the  chair.  /  SMMfwa  tU*  •eeMrrtnee,  iMf  for  tiu  pturpM*  ^ 
impmHmg  bimm*  eWUr  to  OoL  Toung  or  the  UtmUmami  govomor,  fctf  ^mmss  to  mo 
tkt  fOtHion  ^  otior,  m  tMo  oeemaUm  dodded  a»d  oetUed,  i»  mw." 

**  Now,  notwithstanding  the  disclaimer  contained  in  the  last  sentence  of  this  para- 
graph. Its  tendency  and  efltet  upon  the  public  roiod,  considering  the  ezperienee  and 
Amiliarity  of  its  author  with  parUaoientary  proceedings,  would  be  to  ioduoe  the  eooel»- 
ston,  either  that  thequestion  of  order  and  its  dediton  were  both  new ;  or  that,  if  the 
ftmner  were  usual,  the  latter  at  any  rato  waa  novel.  The  expression  Indeed  is,  I  thhik, 
calculated  at  least  to  cast  a  shade  of  doubt  over  the  correctness  of  that  deeisioa. 

Believiog,  aa  I  confidently  do,  that  both  the  question  of  order  raised,  on  the  oecasioii 
wfecred  to,  and  the  deeisioa  of  tliat  question,  instead  of  being  new,  are  alnwst  as  old  as 
the  existence  of  deliberative  bodies,  and  are  AiUy  Ruslaiaed  by  pariiaiBentary  law,  ex- 
press rale,  and  right  reason  $  I  must  ask  your  indulgence  a  moment  while  I  present  to 
you  some  of  the  grounds  of  this  optnion. 

First,  then,  as  to  the  pariiamentary  law.— It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  senate  was 
engaged  in  the  discharge  of  a  specific  duty  imposed  upon  it  by  law.  That  both  the  Atff 
and  the  liaw  of  Itt  performance  were  expresaly  preacrlbed  by  statute.  The  act  of  imb- 
hiating  is  like  a  division  of  the  senate,  telling  it  alphabetically,  or  teklng  the  aye*  and 

Mr.  Jefiferaon,  la  the  41st  section  of  his  manual,  lays  down  the  law  of  parliament,  ap- 
Iriieable  in  this  ease,  aa  follows  :  **  While  the  house  is  telling,  no  member  may  speak,  or 
BMyveottt  of  his  seat,  for  if  any  mistake  be  auspected,  it  must  be  told  aeain.  Mem.  In 
Hakew.  96,  id  Hats.,  143." 

**  If  any  diOcolty  arises  in  point  of  order  during  a  division,  the  Speaker  is  to  decide 
peremptotily,  subject  to  the  future  censure  of  the  house,  if  irregular.  He  sometimes  per- 
Bite  old  and  experienced  members  to  assist  him  with  their  advice,  which  they  do,  sictiag 
in  their  seats,  covered,  to  avoid  the  app<»iirance  of  debate ;  but  this  can  only  be  with 
the  Speaker's  leave,  else  the  dlviaioa  might  last  several  hours.  Sd  Hats.  143." 
,  Second,  as  to  express  rule.— By  the  16th  rule  of  the  senate  of  this  stete^  which  corre- 
qxmdB  with  the  16th  rule  of  the.senate  of  the  United  SteiefK  as  published  in  ]fi87,  **  oa 
a  division,  each  member  called  upon,  unless  for  special  reasons  he  be  excused  by  the 
senate,  shall  declare  openly  omd  wUkovA  dtUU,  Ms  assent  or  dissent  to  the  question.** 


wmif^tnianmx  7sm9m.  i45 


Jlp  the nil»«r  itm-HmmMS  PtyoMiMaiivivJp  Cainnw  f««»»mttlM  K»  mmn a 
rwitr-  f«Mn  vMliifton  »tvi«iUig  i|immIm»  m«m  k»niad«a*i  mlwi  ilMMuaiili«r*siiMDe 
to^tfOH  krll»alfihsibeUcal  oriler,  fam  botorotfit  HoMe^Mn.  *r  Mwo  the  e«ll*r 
llw  jnai  Mm  HOW  jg^  riiiiBiiiwI^   The  ^iiCiiiBii  to  itai  to  he  uAwn  wliliMt  ftirthir  4e- 

U  iteai&  »ta«e.  Tiyf  IMT  or  |«rUaMtM  «id  «a|iww  wHiie  la  «nilbnnhr  to  i^ht 
f^  U  mm  owmlptr  he  fnmwd,  dMriPgo  ^tWoB.  tp  #te  ii»  wmiih  lb>  hfa 
r  cowae  taivaliNi  tlie  whole  loeriie  of  the  | 
•^waBieeetly  be  at Uherty  toaneiMrlilai.  YMe i 
draw  on  a  geeeml  diWMiiiee.  IT  thh  way  be  petorfned  to  wlitieo  to  wr  ene  leiiiNr, 
ii  Mei«.ar <oii»«»lie  to  ngaN  loeveqf  other, m  hie ii«m  ii ealtoil  to  iHdinhitiiai  oi^ 
^1  nadtMe«iftifWoiH«raiialvateenthe^uailMi,Bi%hthe  < 
■ttotUrft  of  aiMh  a  ooonpe  cam  be  too  m^f  lioa^ned  to  fo^nho 
AHtMe«ooM>be«M»toiHi4»iiiMnyeoM{  but  to  thecaacfefeKledtQiOr  herb 
fore  remarked,  the  ncnntc  was  dine  barging  a  tpecifle  duty  et|iii  liljr  piiHiiiUMl  by  ijiltli 
That  duty  ivas  required  lo  be  perlbrmed  on  that  dav-  BUpfeee  the  wwOior  to  quetttoa 
bad  bceit  permtaiBd  lO  give  *»  M»y«awoR>"  mud  a  ^oonl  fMoiortue  had  followed,  whkh 
ocea|iied  tlie*  wMedoHi  wMiUiMi  Uie  etatul^  have  been  evaded,  and  an  important  ap- 
mtotoliwii.  liBwe  been  defeated  1  The  eutute  having  fixed  iv  d^^  aJtor  1»  4naanent 
•Ar  the  aiipoimiueat,  coiUd  It  have  beca  mode  oa  any  other  d^,  withonc  •  aew  atotuie 
to  tbM  eflfeet  ?  The  general  opinion  aeeiaed  to  be  that  it  could  not,  80  a&  l«Mt  It  WM 
convldeied  the  year  before  under  ihe  former  tutute,  which  had  been  evaded  \  and  hence 
the  luppowd  necessity  for  the  new  statute.  If  It  shoold  be  said  that  the  rtsis  indicated 
hi  the  statute  for  the  appototment  was  merely  direetarjf  and  not  sMmlalsrir,  and  that 
It,  therefore,  was  not  essenUal  \  or  that  the  proceeding  haviag  been  commenced  oa  the 
ifaiy  fixed  by  the  statute,  although  it  should  not  have  termtaated  until  soon  days  after, 
yet  the  result  would  have  reforred  back  to  the  time  of  the  toittotory  step,  and  the  whoto 
praceediiig  totve  thus  been  a  substanttoi  and  eflhctual  compliance  with  the  statute,  I 
would  answer,  even  admitting  tliat  it  might.be  so,  which,  however,  I  by  no  means  do, 
yet,  lo  a  case  like  that  to  questkm,  would  It  have  been  wise  t»  leave  it  stiti  a  snl^t  of 
doubt  and  agitation  1  The  former  statuie  had  been,  to  my  Judgement,  most  unlawAilly 
and  unconstitutionally  evaded,  and  the  sUte,  with  all  her  tounense  toteiests  concerned, 
had  already  been  fiv  the  year  past,  in  consequence,  deprived  of  her  flill  representation 
to  the  senate  of  the  United  Butes.  Would  it  have  been  wise  to  have  left,  even  to 
doobt,  a  conttouanee  of  such  a  state  of  things  ? 

If  it  be  said  that  this  is  an  or^WMintem  mk  iaemeioisnft,  and  often  used  rather  tc^ 
todlcato  what  the  tow  should  be,  than  to  show  what  It  actually  is,  I  answer,  that  I 
have  already  stated  what  the  parttamentary  law  nnd  enpreis  mte  ore.  My  ol(|ect»  to 
this  third  plaee,  is  merely  to  show  that  this  parliamentary  tow  and  espreis  ralo  aie- 
founded  to,  and  Ailly  sustained  by  right  reason.  The  tow,  to  this  ease,  I  eoosltor  as 
kmg  since  and  well  esublished  \  and  hs  appUcation  is  oTftequeBt  oceaiieDee^  and  heo 
beenuniftmn. 

The  case,  where  the  qnestion  is  first  pot  on  the  q|b«effas  side  septihlely,  and  then 
on  the  negethre,  is  dUferent,  and  is  governed  by  a  didtoent  rale.  There  the  tow  of  par- 
liament permits  a  member,  after  the  qoestton  to  pot,  and  the  vote  takmoo  the  1 
tive  side,  and  beflMe  the  negative  is  pot,  to  speak, 
and  the  general  dleeasslon  renewed,  upon  the  ground  that  It  is  no  ftill  1 
the  MS^attos  Is  put.  Bat  In  that  ease  the  whoto  qoestton  most  bo  pot  over  agata,  for 
the  very  obvtous  reason  that  the  mtods  of  those  who  had  voted  to  the  afibmative  may 
have  been  changed  by  the  new  dleeasslon. 

Bot,  to  the  ease  In  qoeetton  nfened  to  hf  yon,  the  qjlsmsifei  aad  aifsKee  of  the 
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,  or  whn  the  ycM  and  •>}•  tre 
.  not  even  a  aMiitoii,  to  allowed  after  *• 
Tbii  b  fadirvod  10  be  dKoiablMed  lav  and  anUbn*  pnctfec 
of  all  ddibefaiive  bodio,  which  are  (Dvcnicd  bf  partfaoMBUry  role,  or  Ike  ^aclplea 
ofonier.  TMa  pafKaaKBOfr  tale  and  pnetlee  aie  Ibanded  in  icaaoa  aad  food  aeMe. 
mm  ifce  iMi»  fcr  ibb  litenally  aclmowlgi^Bd  rale,  alwaj*  appiieaide  laiteoidi- 
■■ry  coane  of  luidiiiwi,  aieaMch  nciif>;ibewd  when  ihe  body  ta  acting  in  ponmnrr 
oTnJoiMnMihHMaiorihetwohonKa,  or taihe diKhaise  oraapeeifie  dmyozpiariy 
paefiihedfaygijiatorlhecoimidition.   Thai  laaer  was  the  caw  In  queNkm. 

1  havedHalBed  yon  loaeer  ihan  I  fmended,  hot  as  ite  oecaaioD  referred  to  hy  yo« 
was  one  of  great  iMeren,  and  Icooiiderihepailiameniary  rale  appUcahie  In  thecaae 
and  wcfl  cittMMicd.  and  the  qoenion  oTc 


INDEX  TO  VOLUME  II. 


ACT,  ftr  the  appointment  of  Kevten  of  the  Btatutei,  18S.  Galled  **  the  Bold  Over 
Law  "  paaaed,  18L  To  create  a  Superior  Ooart,  New-7ork,  978.  Jonea, 
Oakley  and  BoiRnan  appointed  Jtidgea  thereof,  V2V.  To  preierve  the  purltj 
ofeleetk>llk,n4.    Regiatry  act  for  New-Tork,  paaaed,  OS. 

ABOUTION  S0CIBTIE8  organized,  4S9^ 

ADAMS,  JOBN,  and  Jeflerwn.  both  died,  4th  Jtily,  18W,  9». 

ADAMS,  JOHN  a.,  dected  Preddent  by  Boose  of  Repieaentatlyea,  18».  PabUe  teUag 
towards  him,  197. 

ALBANY  REGENCY,  meraben  of,  157. 

AMTI-MASONS,  nominate  F.  Granger  for  Governor,  and  J.  Crary  for  Lieutenant  Gor- 
eraor,  9M.  Become  a  politleel  party,  888.  Establiahed  Albany  Eventaig 
J6unltl,338.    Amalgamate  with  WUga,  480. 

AMTI-MASONRY,  PoUtfeal  HlMory  of,  888^488. 

AHUUfBLY,  deMripttto  of,  1888, 184.  Of  1898,  eontaim  much  talent,  988.  Chanelv 
of,  885. 

B. 

BANK  eonmiarfonen,  m  VieanreoBLeglalaiiuto  for  bank  eharten,  447.  Bankaaw- 
pend  specie  payment,  470. 

BANK  U.  8.  biU  vetoed  by  the  ri«ridflBt«  418^    United  Btatea  depoalla  removed,  484. 

BABBTOW*  O.  H.,  unaber  «f  Aasembly,  497.  AeeMnea  re-appointment  of  flute  Tiw- 
«ier.«8. 

BBABD0LEY.  BAMUBL,  appoiiited  Unhed  StMea  Dtslriet  Atlomey*  tXL  Appofaited 
Gheoit  Jndge,  decUnflib  end  Bhwrn  Dento  appotaiied,  487.  Appointed  Attor- 
ney GeBefaIr488. 

BBABDBLBY,  LEVI,  le^leeied  Senator,  SIA.    Oieat  vote  for  him  in  Sixth  Dlitiiet, 


BBCK,  NIGflOLAS  F.,  Adjutant  General,  death,  c 

BBTTS.  SAMUEL  B.,  noVtoated  Judge  of  Buprame  Court,  UL  Bc!)eeted,  119.  Ap- 
poiated  Ghenit  Judge,  118. 

BIBD6ALU  JOBN,  lenigna  the  oflkce  of  Ciieuit  Judge,  Addlaon  Gardner  appointed,  813L 

BLOODGOOD,  DS  WITT,  appointed  Aid  to  Gov.  Gliotoo,  187. 

BOUGK,  WILUAM  G.,  nouilBated  for  Governor,  881 

BBADISB,  LUTBER,  etected  to  Aaaembly,  988.  Speakar,  480.  Nomhiated  for  lieu- 
tenant Governor,  48S.    Elected,  488u 

BROVSON,  GRBBMB  G.,  appointed  Attorney  General,  884.   Jndge  of  Supreme  Gourt, 


BUEL,  jESSB,  wnlnatBd  for  GovenMr,.48L 


54i  INDBX. 

BIITIXB,B.F^eleeledio  AiMDbly.aai.    Appoinled  UaMBd  AMv  AttonMf  C 
sad  praendlngf  at  Alteoy,  4M. 

c. 

€^MIALOOIIia80IOII«ll8,lbdri^pcM«tlii4CftpMaf»Oi*^^B.   lOekMi] 

maiiiptoliMBlUM.   lalia  ftowmn  «nMliiied»  4fib   WklmgrbeilBr,  Hod- 
■on,  Boaghlon  and  H.  HanJIloa  appoUiled,  OM. 

OAXAIM,  tlMlr  completion  celebrated,  909.  Clieaiaof  Oanal  Mil  paiwd.  Sit.  Gk»- 
nango  Canal,  project  of«  M9.  Bill  Ibr  coottnietlpg  paawa,  4IS.  Act  tot 
wideniof  Erie  Canal,  4tf-6w  BavoBt^T  Bugglet  on  Intornal  lokpravenent^ 
489. 

CtAMPBBLL.  WILLIAM,  appointed  Sunreipr  «eBenl,4M. 

CAUCUS  on  the  praaidendal  queMkm,  1»    Of  Adame  party  at  KakkotoelKer  HalL 

mL 

CBATFf KU),  L. »,  ^mncntJa  caadidata  <bc  I 

GIBCUIT  JUDGES,  afpoimed  in  100,  Naaiaa«4  U7. 

CLAT  OONVENTIOK,  at  Albany.  MO 

CLAT  PARTY,  orianized,  3lt. 

CLIM TON,  DC  WITT,  bti  epeeek  Vof .  IMU  «.    OaeUnea  bainf  «  i 

«toetlo%97.  AippoafldMttorarMaKldf.  BaaKnoMtOwneflbeorc 
OonuaiMkmer,  180.  Ounningham'a  apeecb  tbefeon,  169,  PwnadJaiii  of  the 
people  theceoa,  MS,  Movementi  toneattuni  Wn  GorMwar  a»  llha  Vim 
ea«renitaB.]m  HoMloaiad Cv  Gowcaot, im  Bla0iBd,17f.  immmm^ 
laB,   Qftnd  ifVointoMiit  of  If inlMar  «o  En^aod»  whloh  be  declfaMi.  lit. 


Meanceln  18M,  tM.    VomlnaUd  te  MlaoHeib  ta.   FlaeirtiW  'Mep- 
8afB,Ma.   DeeUneabeing  a  aaadltetellMr  Fi«Bldeiieyt  iiftrteilMViwm 


children,  97t.    Monument  to,  propoaed  by  Gov.  Beward,  80& 
COMMON  8CHOOUS,  Dbtrict  School  library,  UU  iir,  paaKd,  dOlL    Jaaaa  Waih 

worth*!  eiertlona  Ihr  it,  451. 
CONGRESS,  eitn  KMton  of,  474.    Paai  the  Independent  Tleaanry  bOl,  tW. 
OQilRLlNO,  ALJPRED,  appolnttd  Uated  Statea  IllMllBt*id8a,tM. 
CONSERVATIVES  convention  at  Syracuae,  488. 
OONSTITUTKMr,  pfopaeed  kv  Cenvantton,  adopiad  by  Iha  ptDpla»  tl 
OQimBITIOM  mt  MEI,  diicrtpttoi  eftjaa^w  i;  W4.   RapaHan  ei;  4.   CmmMm^ 
5-4.   Gooncil  of  Rerialoo,  diaeuaiioofl  reapeeting,  7.    GoMnuM^a  inm  of  of- 
flce,t>lA   Viaa  RaMB*a  Speech  om  U«lt.   SMa  EanMoM,  nambar  n(  tfL 
fiiAafi,tey*aapaaahoneonlbdafflghtaa»whiia  ektaana^  ttw   Regiatryof 
voteri,  tl.    Freehold  qualiflcatlon.  Judge  Spencer*!  pfopertSan  raipaii  iliig,  11: 
BiB  apaeeh,  lt4t.   ChaneaBor  KenTa  apewh  an  none  aubjaat,  i 
Roof! apeecb agahiat, 4(M7.    Proposition  n^ted, 48.    Threes 

Mon  JndMaff  1 
I  Mk  PvapodileB  of  M* 
iann,  55.  Root'a  anbitinate  rejectod,  57.  fUmlHii  «f  aa^n  an  that  aoh- 
Jaei,  St,  Tbair  Rtpan  a^aciad,  IB.  Van  »B«n<a  apaadi  agataai  nin»»iit 
Soptame  Const  fiii^,  M.  Gen.  GaipaB«N%  flnn»  SL  JldnpHBd.  m,  m^ 
portof  OonunitteeonappoiMtag  pai«roi,i4  OwnieH  of  Appaintnwal  abdh 
MHd,58.  VanBaw^  apeeah>»  appthitfng  panaa^  tMR,  llattM  ptanaf 
appointing  county  oAccn,  74.  E5n>ai»a  apeeah,  M.  Mnaner  of  appointii« 
iMWte  M  of  Iha  Penan,  M>  Root  ptapaiM  rtn^at  af  tMmllfc  and  fteifca,  n. 
la  aapponed  by  Tottng,77.  Appotntment  of  State  oOceia,  7&  Remaita  en 
the  abolttton  of  a  Oantral  Appnimtt  Rwiw^  fMfc    IkMrnm  by  Owiaatfun 


^^ 


I 


nmn.  WS 


WALWOETH,  EBOBBN  H^affotoiadGhMMillor.tti. 

WABin  JASPBB,  rarifM  Ui  MM  IB  Ills  Bentii,  haTtaf  baa  flMipi  wtt  Mtary,! 

WEBD.THURLOW.Mi0kuMter,aB»4n.    Aptotaited  0lait  FriMar,  Ml. 

WELLfl,  JOHN,  datth  aiid  ehUMlv,  ISS. 

WHIGS,  great  tfiumpli  at  aleetloii  In  1897,  i»L  TMr  neeaai  la  lM||-fl7 

WILKIITB,  8A1IUBL  J.f  naailMr  of  AaaeaUy,  IM. 

WOODWORTH,  JOHN,  appolBfed  Judga  of  Bnpreaaa  ObvI.  IM. 

WOEKIHO  MENflT  PARTY,  S». 

WRIGHT,  SILAS,  Jr^  appolBtod  OompiroUar,  JOl   Baatei  IMM  IttMa  0aM 


Y. 

TATBBi  JORH  VAN  vm,  appointed  Oacmaqr  or  Slala,  114. 

TATBBi  lOnrHO.,  eandldaaa  ftr  nomination  te  Gomnor,  Ift 
tnhim,  Btoetadtlfl.  HJaMeiiage,  VK.  No 
Woodwortli,  Jndiea,  or  Soprano  Gbnrt,  108.  Tlwlr  nowifnathm  mtaeted  by 
BaBalB,lfl8.  CanaBi,M8.  Mwiage  In  ISM,  !#.  Oppoaai  andaatoiallaw. 
Ml.  BaeooMa  unpopular,  tfi.  Hia  dlaappolntrntnt,  101.  CUIa  an  Stta  Sa»- 
aloB  of  LmUatura^  108.   Proeeadiafiof  Le|UatnrewlianooBf«nad,108. 

TOUNOtSAMUHL,  candldata  fcr  nowifnatiwi  fcr  Gofonwr,  88.   Nontaaiad  te  Gor- 
anMir,108.    HIa  latHn  to  Hndagn  and  JaaN  Clark,  11«. 
M.   Btaeonnaln  Sanate  vriatNe  to  I 


BORROWER  WILL  BE  CHARGED 
RDUE  FEE  IFTHIS  BOOK  IS  NOT 


)M 


••I 


Jt 


.^  -^ 


^ 


•» 


iMIMi 


THE  BORROWER  WILL  BE  CHARGED 
AN  OVERDUE  PEE  IF  THIS  BOOK  IS 
NOT  RETURNED  TO  THE  LIBRARY  ON 
OR  BEFORE  THE  LAST  DATE  STAMPED 
BELOW.  NON-RECEIPT  OF  OVERDUE 
NOTICES  DOES  NOT  EXEMPT  THE 
BORROWER  FROM  OVERDUE  FEES. 


•OOKOUE 


<A.A:   «, 


■^cT'" 


'^Pi: 


,0^5  1999 


W^\s^:v.  r. 


mum 


